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Come to Me, all 
you who are weary 
and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. 

Matthew 11:28

A word from 
The Word

Star Eagle will not  
publish Dec. 25 

As we have done for sev-
eral years, the Star Eagle will 
not publish a newspaper the 
final week of the year.  

Publication will resume 
with the Thursday, Jan. 1, 
2026 edition.  

———————————— 
New Richland Public 
Library Giving Tree 
Winter Gear for 
NRHEG  

Through the month of De-
cember, the New Richland 
Public Library will be accept-
ing donations of new or 
gently-used hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves and warm 
socks on behalf of students at 
NRHEG. There will be a Giv-
ing Tree in the main lobby of 
the library displaying paper 
mitten ornaments. Contrib-
utions will stay local. 

———————————— 
Waseca County 
Winter Winter 
Farmers Market at 
Farmamerica  
Saturday, Dec. 20 

There will be a winter 
farmers market at Farmamerica 
from 8 a.m. till noon Saturday, 
Dec. 20. Find locally grown, 
baked and made while support-
ing our local producers. Far-
mamerica is located at 7367 
360th Ave., Waseca. 

——————————— 
42nd annual Geneva 
Cancer auction Friday 
and Saturday, Jan. 9 
and 10 

The forty-second annual 
Geneva Cancer auction will 
take place at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
9 and 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10 
at the Geneva Bar and Grill. 
The drawing will take place on 
Saturday, Jan. 17 at 8 p.m. For 
donations, bring to Geneva Bar 
and Grill or call 507-383-7462. 

——————————— 
42nd annual Geneva 
Cancer auction Friday 
and Saturday, Jan. 16 
and 17 

The forty-second annual 
Geneva Cancer auction will 
take place at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
16 and at 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
17 at the Geneva Bar and Grill. 
The final drawing will take 
place Saturday, Jan. 17 at 8 
p.m. For donations bring to 
Geneva Bar and Grill or call 
507-383-7462. 

———————————  
CredibleMind offers 
free mental health  
resources 

All area residents are eligible 
to use free online access to men-
tal health resources available at 
MNPrairie’s “CredibleMind” 
website. The site offers inter-
active, evidence-based ways to 
explore local and national men-
tal well-being resources. Free 
and anonymous at www.mnprai-
rie.crediblemind.com  

———————————— 
Shepherd’s Robe Free 
store Tuesdays from  
1-3 and 5-7 p.m. 

The Shepherd’s Robe free 
store offers clothing, supplies, 
and much more for free to all in-
terested parties. The store is lo-
cated at Vista Covenant Church, 
14679 275th Avenue, New Rich-
land. 

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

A cooperative project being un-
dertaken by numerous regional 
power companies is underway to 
build a new 765 kiloVolt (kV) 
powerline intended to extend ac-
ross most of southern Minnesota. 
Representatives from two power 
companies appeared at the Dec. 2 
meeting of the Waseca County 
board of commissioners to share 
information about the project, for 
which construction would likely 
not begin until 2030, with trans-

mission beginning first in 2034. 
The line will be located in the 

vicinity of the I-90 corridor, but 
its exact route is not yet specified 
because, spokespersons ex-
plained, “We’re very much in the 
early stages.”  

Matt Ellis of Great River 
Energy and Mike Frank of ITC 
Midwest explained that, though 
they do not work for the same 
company, they began leading al-
most daily open house sessions 
together in southern Minnesota 
early in November. The public 

sessions are a required part of the 
application process. 

The two explained four com-
panies are cooperating to apply 
for and eventually use the power-
line: Great River Energy, ITC 
Midwest, Otter Tail Power Com-
pany and Xcel Energy. The com-
panies have determined that 
transmission needs are increasing, 
and so have begun a process to-
ward having the line approved 
and then built. It would begin in 
South Dakota and lead to a con-
nection with another major line in 

the area of Rochester. 
New powerlines are under the 

authority of the state public util-
ities commission (PUC), which 
has the final say in where the lines 
will be located. Thus, “We can’t 
tell you what route the line will 
take,” explained Ellis. “But the 
only part of Waseca County likely 
to be impacted is the very south-
east corner.” 

The project, named “PowerOn 

New powerline under consideration Steele 
County 
exits 
MNPrairie

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

An agreement reached be-
tween Steele, Waseca and 
Dodge counties includes 
terms under which Steele 
County can withdraw from 
the joint powers agreement 
regarding the delivery of so-
cial services through an 
agency called Minnesota Al-
liance of Prairie Counties 
(MNPrairie). The Alliance 
was first formed in 2014. 

In March, Steele County 
commissioners voted to ter-
minate the agency, an action 
which could not be taken 
without the cooperation of at 
least one of the other 
member counties. 

Discussion among Waseca 
county board members over 
the intervening time indi-
cated both Waseca and 
Dodge counties find 
MNPrairie an effective way 
to share resources, and 
neither has a desire to see the 
agency dissolved. However, 
county administrator Mi-
chael Johnson observed dur-
ing the Dec. 2 meeting of the 
Waseca County board, it 
seemed beneficial to allow 
Steele County to remove it-
self as expediently as pos-
sible. “It was unsustainable 
to draw it out,” Johnson 
stated. “It was not a good 
working environment.” 

Among the numerous 
complicating factors is that 
MNPrairie manages funds 
which are provided by all 
three counties. Its 180 or so 
staff members each work out 
of any of three buildings lo-
cated in the respective 
counties, and interact with 
clients in any of the three. 

Under the newly reached 
agreement, Steele County 
will remain a member of 
MNPrairie through Dec. 31, 
2026. Until then, it will con-
tinue to have representation 
on the MNPrairie board and 
will retain its voting rights; 
the board has six members, 
two of whom are from Steele 
County. In June of 2026, 
Steele County will receive 
just over $3 million, its por-
tion of MNPrairie’s equity 
fund balance. Another 
$950,000 will be delivered 
in 2027. The agreement 
states that receipt of the 
money in 2027 serves as 
Steele County’s acknowl-
edgement it has “no further 
right to the MNPrairie fund 
balance” after Dec. 31, 2026. 

The agreement also stipu-
lates that desks and chairs 
purchased by MNPrairie but 
located in Steele County will 
remain with Steele County, 
while computers, monitors 
and electronic equipment 
will be removed for use in 
Waseca and Dodge County 
facilities. 

Beyond that, the agree-
ment says the separation 
process will be overseen by 
the Steele County admin-
istrator and MNPrairie’s ex-
ecutive director, with final 
approval made by the re-
spective county boards and 
the MNPrairie board; all 
parties agree to act “in good 
faith” throughout the pro-
cess. 

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

NRHEG Senior Jacob Karl, son of Tony and 
Melissa Karl of rural Ellendale, signed on to 
run with the 2026-’27 Crown College cross 
country team during a brief ceremony held the 
afternoon of Dec. 12, 2025. 

District athletic director Dan Stork described 
cross country (CC) as a “rugged” sport which 
is not for the faint of heart, then went on to call 
Karl a staple of the district’s CC team, which 
he joined already as a seventh-grader. Stork 
also complimented Karl’s dedication, saying he 
has earned numerous 100- and 200-mile 
medals. 

Coach Larry Nydegger shared memories of 
seeing Karl socializing with fellow runners 
during meets, and commented that he shows 
the perfect combination of an outwardly re-
laxed demeanor and hardened determination 
for the sport, one which tends to have more 
competitors than observers because “watching 
people run for a long time” does not tend to 
build high excitement for fans. 

Regarding his decision to join the Crown 
College Polars, Karl mentioned he had re-
ceived persistent contacts over the past few 
years from the university’s CC coach, Grant 
DeWitt, and had eventually followed through 
on DeWitt’s invitations to visit the Christian 
college located at the southwest edge of the 
Twin Cities metropolitan complex in a town 
also called Crown College. “I took a tour and I 
liked it,” stated Karl. “So I decided to sign up.” 

Karl says he intends to earn a business fi-
nance degree. He explains the CC “season” is 
essentially all year, with fall and spring seasons 
outdoors and winter competitions on indoor 
tracks. He mentions that he likes the clarity and 
relaxation that come from extended exertion. 

Karl told the Star Eagle, “ I would like the 
thank my coach Larry for pushing me to be-
come a better runner and a better person, my 
mother and father Tony and Melissa Karl for 
being supportive parents and showing up to all 
of my meets, my brother and sister Elizabeth 
and Graden for being there through all the 
tough times growing up, and my old and new 

teammates for supporting me and pushing me 
to grow mentally and physically throughout the 
years.” 

Jacob Karl signs 
with Crown College

SIGNED - Senior Jacob Karl, an anchor of the NRHEG Cross Country team, signed on to join the CC team at Crown College, 
located at the southwestern edge of the Twin Cities metro area during a short ceremony the afternoon of Dec. 12.       

                                                         Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

Powerline continued on 10

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

Numerous reports and summaries 
share what local employers already 
know: it’s growing harder and har-
der to find workers with specialized 
qualifications who are interested in 
making greater Minnesota their 
long-term area of residence. 

The League of Minnesota Cities 
summarizes that there are “signifi-
cant recruitment and retention chal-
lenges driven by generational shifts, 
resource constraints, and evolving 
workforce expectations.” 

In other words, as older employ-
ees exit the workforce, it is difficult 
to find younger workers to replace 
them because members of the 
younger generations either don’t 
have the needed skills, or have dif-

ficulty finding housing and child-
care in smaller communities–or 
both. 

A Workforce Development 
Center that could potentially open 
in the first quarter of 2027 is aimed 
at helping workers who already feel 
connected to area communities ac-
quire the skills they need to find and 
keep jobs without going elsewhere. 

Funded mostly by a $2.1 million 
federal grant, the project makes use 
of a space on the lowest floor of 
Waseca County’s Community Serv-
ices building, located at 1000 W. 
Elm Avenue in Waseca. The build-
ing already houses the county’s 
public health and public assistance 
departments, but according to 
county officials, plans are underway 
to create dedicated parking, en-

trances and reception areas for 
about 10,000 square feet of cur-
rently unused space on the bottom 
floor. 

With the intent that bids for nec-
essary construction work will be let 
early in 2026, county leaders feel 
like a long-recognized need is fi-
nally on its way to being met. 

When it is complete, the center 
will have flexible spaces suitable 
for anything from teams of a few 
people learning machining on a 
computer numerical control (CNC) 
device, or a group of 50 or more 
coming from a range of regional 
businesses to hear from a speaker or 
trainer on a specialized topic. A ded-
icated space will be set up for youth 
who might be attending a “day 
camp” about a science, technology, 

engineering or math (STEM) topic. 
Area health care workers might at-
tend courses led by an MSU faculty 
member to acquire new qualifica-
tions; very diverse groups might 
meet to strengthen their use of arti-
ficial intelligence in everyday oper-
ations. 

Now the county planning and 
zoning administrator, Tina Wilson, 
has filled various roles in helping 
retain and attract new businesses to 
the area. She recalls talk about some 
sort of training center begun at the 
city level as early as 2018.  

County administrator Michael 
Johnson remembers the project had 
moved to the county level by 2022. 
Knowing that the federal Economic 

Workforce Development Center to serve region

Center continued on 13

Jacob Karl with his parents, Tony and 
Melissa.            Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently
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Happy Holidays
From your area merchants and professionals 

116 Central Ave N, Geneva, MN

(507) 256-4501
georgesofgeneva.org

S U P P E R  C L U B

George’s
of Geneva
George’s
of Geneva
Join us for unforgettable 

dining experiences!
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We Understand Small Businesses ...Because We Are One

MERRY CHRISTMAS

& HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Cookies with Santa, Saturday, December 13, 2025
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AVM APPLIANCE REPAIR

ANDREW MADER
507-571-2532

New Richland, MN

AVMApplianceRepair@gmail.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345
MERRY CHRISTMAS!MERRY CHRISTMAS!

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939



Star Eagle                                                                                Christmas Section                        Thursday, December 18, 2025            5

$40 ........... NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
$47 .......... in Waseca County
$52 ................ in State of MN
$57 ................. Outside State

Call, EMAIL, or STOP IN OUR OFFICE!

128 Broadway Ave N, New Richland

(507) 463-8112
steagle@hickorytech.net

NEWS FOR LOCALS
BY LOCALS

HOLIDAY SPECIAL OFFERHOLIDAY SPECIAL OFFER
MAKES A GREAT GIFT!
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The NRHEG Star Eagle 
P.O. Box 248
New Richland, MN, 56072

Sign me up for the best in local news!
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SUBSCRIBE TO NEW RICHLAND’S ONLY LOCALLY 
OWNED & OPERATED NEWSPAPER!

NRHEG
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What do you want from Santa this year? Second grade students at 
NRHEG Elementary school speak out in their letters to the Jolly Old Guy.

2nd Grade - Mrs. Larson 
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These letters are from the second grade students of 
 Ms. Larson, Mrs. Kitzer, and Mrs. Lassahn.

2nd Grade - Mrs. Lassahn 
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2nd Grade - Mrs. Lassahn 

2nd Grade -  Mrs. Kitzer 

What do you want from Santa this year? Second grade students at 
NRHEG Elementary school speak out in their letters to the Jolly Old Guy.
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These letters are from the second grade students of 
 Ms. Larson, Mrs. Kitzer, and Mrs. Lassahn.

2nd Grade -  Mrs. Kitzer 



The scurs and the Weather Eye 
have resigned themselves to the 
fact that Old Man Winter is here 
to stay. Or have they? Starting 
Thursday, partly sunny with a 
modest chance of snow. Highs in 
the low 30's with lows around 5 
below. Partly sunny Friday with 
highs in the upper 20's and lows 
in the upper teens. Partly sunny 
on Saturday with highs near 30 
and lows around 10 above. Sun-
day, partly sunny with a high in 
the mid-20's and lows in the 
mid-teens. Mostly cloudy Mon-
day with highs in the upper 20's 
and lows near 20. Tuesday, 
mostly sunny with highs in the 
upper 20's and lows in the low 
teens. Mostly sunny on Christ-
mas Eve Day with highs in the 
low 30's and lows in the upper 
teens. The winter solstice occurs 
on the 21st being our shortest 
daylight day of the year at 8 
hours 54 minutes and one sec-
ond worth. The normal high for 
Christmas Day is 24 and the nor-
mal low is 9. The scurs have the 
Festivus pole erected and all 
their Human Fund certificates 
sent. Mission accomplished. 

So how is our winter coming 
after all the cold weather? Oddly 
enough, not as intense as one 
might imagine. There have been 
numerous pheasants picking at 
the garden leftovers. This past 
week I decided to place some 
corn in a corn crib aeration tube 
for them. I needed a way to an-
chor it though, so the deer and 
other corn consumers didn't 
knock it over. I had an electric 
fencepost handy, so for laughs I 
decided to see if it would go in 
the ground. It did and much eas-
ier than I expected. It made short 
work of the issue at hand. Now 
if the pheasants would find it, 
we'd be in business. Shortly after 
I put the feeder out, a red-tailed 
hawk appeared and the pheas-
ants disappeared. Funny how 
that works sometimes. 

I froze what would be the last 
of the squash for the season over 
the weekend. Like the carrots, 
there was a lot of variability not 
only in flavor but in texture as 
well. With the squash there were 
some odd looking markings in 
the flesh and when cooked, they 
were difficult to cook thor-
oughly. The flavor was off as 
well. One usually expects butter-
cup squash to be very sweet. 
These were bland and made 
good sheep feed. The carrots 
didn't follow the rules either. The 
carrots I'd dug in August were 
decent, those that didn't just rot 
in the ground from excess rain-
fall anyway. I got busy and left 
the rest, knowing that generally 
they get sweeter and better tast-
ing later in the fall. Not the case 
this year. 

One can only speculate that 
our unusually warm September 
and early October may have had 
something to do with both vege-
table crops being subpar. It cer-
tainly had an impact on the corn 
crop and perhaps to a lesser de-
gree on the soybean crop. A po-
tential nod to the Canada 
wildfire smoke also. There were 
some months that solar radiation 
was compromised as well. There 
have been plenty of reports 
trickling in of white mold being 
found in the soybean samples. 
Not as bad as some years and not 
widespread heavy patches. Was 
there a delay in flowering in 
some cases? 

We'll never know as replicat-
ing the conditions we had this 
summer would be next to impos-
sible. Let's hope so for our sake. 

So will this week warm us up 
as much as the NWS seems to 
think it will? We'll probably 
know by midweek as the fore-
cast stands. There is still plenty 
of snow to our south and winds 
will tend to be blowing from the 
south across it. 

Earlier south winds since the 
snowpack formed have felt any-
thing but warm. The positive 
news is that the pack has shrunk 
some in northern Missouri 

which could disperse the IA 
snowpack more rapidly than an-
ticipated. Starting with a clean 
slate for the New Year would 
certainly be a feather in our cap 
for those who have plenty left on 
their plate from fall to finish up. 
The abrupt halt made it difficult 
to finish many of those projects 
and a reprieve for a few weeks 
might be enough to get the job 
done. 

Speaking of getting the job 
done, Monday was a typical 
Monday. Lots of delays and in-
terruptions along with plenty of 
extra things dumped on my plate 
I was unaware of until the last 
minute. On top of that, I mis-
placed my phone for a spell, 
making a crazy situation even 
crazier. Now, I come from a gen-
eration where being available 
24/7/365 wasn't important. 
When bag phones arrived that 
was fine. They could be left in 
the pickup where they belonged 
and with their power and range, 
they could make and receive 
calls from Mars. Today's cell 
phones do a lot more than just 
make phone calls. We're to the 
point where the phone is no 
longer our slave. They're your 
master. Don't think so? 

Try losing one, then get back 
to me. By the way, I found the 
thing. Some days, I'd rather I 
hadn't. 

Birds continue their winter 
festivities at the ranch. There 
have been more goldfinches at 
our feeders recently. What has 
been unique this winter so far is 
the number of juncos feeding on 
the thistle feeders, rather than 
picking up the seed spilled un-
derneath. In the past they'd occa-
sionally feed in the tray on the 
screen feeder, but this has been 
a new one. The cold weather 
definitely increased the number 
of birds using the suet feeders. 
The higher energy feed was just 
what they needed. Still no chick-
adees at the ranch, but have 
spotted a few in town. I see we 
also have neighbors to our south 
feeding the birds. The habitat for 
birds of all kinds is excellent 
there. The more the merrier. 

Poppy is ready for Christmas, 
but then of course, Corgi's are al-
ways ready for Christmas. There 
are always dog treats to be had 
along with bunnies and squirrels 
to be chased. She's fortunate the 
rain reduced the snow depth and 
formed a crust that she doesn't 
break through anymore. Seeing 
her hung up in the snow is hu-
morous for us, for her not so 
much. As the temps warm and 
the snow subsides even more, 
we should be able to spend more 
time outside with her. 

It also means once we're back 
inside, it's time for popcorn, 
cocoa and a long winter's nap for 
all parties concerned. 

See you next year...real good 
then. 
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Steele County Free 
Fair applications

Applications for the rec-
ognition of 2026 Century 
Farms in Steele County are 
now available at the office of 
the Steele County Free Fair. 
Century Farms will be recog-
nized during the Steele County 
Livestock Hall of Fame pro-
gram on Tuesday, August 18 th 
. Farms that qualify for the 
Century Farm recognition are 
those that are at least 100 years 
old in 2026 according to ab-

stract of title, land patent, orig-
inal deed, county land records, 
court file in registration pro-
ceedings or other authentic 
land records. The family must 
have owned the farm for 100 
years or more. Ownership 
must be continuous. To obtain 
application forms online go to 
MNstatefair.org or SCFF.org. 
Deadline for applications must 
be in the office by, Mach 2nd 
2026.

FenceLines
by Mark Bernard

Turning to alabaster
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Back when I was teaching com-
position, my students would 
frequently say something like, “I 
can’t write the assignment be-
cause I can’t figure out how to 
start it.” 

My answer was “Don’t start it 
then, just write it.” I explained 
that, thanks to modern word pro-
cessing, there is no need to craft 
the perfect beginning before the 
rest of the writing can proceed. 
It’s often easier to write the start 
after one knows what path the rest 
of the piece follows. 

Well, I am taking my own ad-
vice with this column, but for a 
rather different reason than all 
those students I advised. I can 
think of about a dozen ways to 
start this story, and I want to use 
them all. 

So here’s the story: Last Friday 
night–a remarkably cold and 
windy evening, you may recall–I 
was driving home on slightly un-
familiar roads. I headed down a 
street I believed I recognized and 
proceeded forward into the dark 
night as if I were on a somewhat 
familiar gravel road that provides 
a slightly shorter route to my 
house than the blacktop. 

I can’t say how fast I was 
going, although I’m pretty sure it 
wasn’t much over 30 miles an 
hour, when I realized the road did 
not continue on, but instead came 
to a rather abrupt end. 

I touched my brakes.  
My vehicle continued forward 

at the same speed as before. 
It was only hours later, after the 

tow truck pulled me out, that I got 
to see just how shiny-slick that 
patch of road had been. 

What I knew at the moment in 
question was that I had millisec-
onds to choose between various 
obstacles ahead of me. These in-
cluded fences, trees, and a pile of 
snow probably five feet tall made 
when someone cleared snow from 
the road, probably with a tractor. 

The snow was the obvious best 
choice. 

I still shake my head in wonder 
that somehow, although I felt as if 
I had no control at all, I managed 
to miss a mailbox and turn my ve-
hicle sideways so that I came to a 
stop broadside up against the pile 
of snow. A drift probably two feet 
deep had slowed me down as I 
slid, and my SUV was now sur-
rounded partway up the carriage. 

There was no way to open my 
door, and there was no way my 
vehicle would be able to drive 
out–but I was ecstatic. It’s amaz-
ing how many forms of disaster 
can flash through a driver’s head 
when she is careening wildly to-
ward doom and destruction.  

Instead, I was unharmed, my 
vehicle was undamaged, and the 
motor was still running. A kind 
gentleman with a tractor would 
have pulled me out if it had been 
possible, but with my car buried 
as deeply as it was, he saw no safe 
way to attach a chain. 

“You’re going to have to call a 
tow truck,” he concluded. 

I contacted Triple A, and Triple 
A sent me periodic electronically 
produced text messages assuring 
me everything possible was being 
done to assist. I was informed a 
“high volume” of calls was mak-
ing it difficult to find a service ve-
hicle to help. 

Time passed.  
I played a word game on my 

smartphone. 
Time continued to pass. 
Though I sat in my car for well 

over three hours, I could not make 

myself impatient or angry. 
Every now and then I looked at 

the pile of snow just outside my 
driver side window, shook my 
head, and laughed gently. 

I was unhurt, though severe in-
jury would not have been a com-
pletely unlikely outcome. 

I had no one but myself to 
blame for my predicament. 

Yes, my carelessness of having 
misidentified the road was an in-
excusable and embarrassing mis-
take, but I was warm and safe and 
help was being procured. 

At about 8:30 I was informed 
T&W Towing out of Owatonna 
had agreed to perform my “extri-
cation.” The tow truck driver, a 
rugged fellow named Pete, gave 
me a call and said he expected to 
arrive in about 30 minutes. 

Right on time, headlights shone 
in my direction. 

Pete popped out of his truck, 
walked through the snowbank 
and up on top of the snow pile 
near my driver’s side headlight. I 
rolled down my window to hear 
what he had to say. 

“It looks,” he said brightly, 
“like you’re in a bit of a pickle.  

“I haven’t decided whether it’s 
a Gurkin or dill,” he declared. 
“But it’s definitely a pickle.” 

With that he turned on so many 
floodlights I thought I was on a 
football field, positioned his tow 
truck, and slid my car out of the 
snowbank, making me feel some-
what like a kid on a backward-
facing toboggan. 

Roughly four hours after facing 
imminent disaster, my car’s tires 

were on a road and I could open 
my door. 

Pete wouldn’t even accept a 
hug–not that I felt offended in any 
way when he declined. 

It was now, with the floodlights 
glaring off it, that I saw just how 
shiny that 30-foot-long patch of 
ice was. I shook my head and 
laughed softly. 

Then, with Pete’s tow truck 
leading, I drove back to the black-
top and silently vowed never to 
take another “shortcut” after dark. 
Ten minutes later I pulled into my 
driveway, opened my driver’s 
side door, and walked into my 
house. I was not in a hospital. My 
vehicle was not in a salvage yard. 

All’s well, they say, that ends 
well. The increased caution I use 
when I see an icy road–and aren’t 
they all icy just now?--is probably 
a very valuable thing, so all is, in-
deed, well. 

Now you know the story. 
Here are some of the introduc-

tions that entered my mind. 
I have a story I wish I didn’t 

have to tell… 
In my case, “distracted driving” 

seems to be all in my head… 
I learned the true meaning of 

“Minnesota nice” the other night 
while I was stranded in a snow-
bank… 

Thanks to a recent experience, 
I have learned a few things about 
what artificial intelligence can…
and can’t…do… 

It was a dark and stormy 
night… 

My mother always told me to 
keep good winter gear in my car. 
I never doubted her, but I recently 
learned just how wise her advice 
was… 

It turns out, it’s possible to sail 
without using a boat… 

No one should have needed to 
tell me that ice is slippery… 

Have you ever felt as if you 
were flying? 

It’s possible to sail without using a boat

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion

Midwest” must receive approval 
from the PUC first for a “certifi-
cate of need” and then for a pro-
posed route. Ellis and Frank 
expect open houses regarding a 
proposed route will begin in the 
summer of 2026, with final route 
approval given in the summer of 
2028. 

The PowerOn Midwest pro-
posal is that the line would be ca-
pable of carrying 756 kV, calling 
for steel towers up to 175 feet tall 
placed up to 1,300 feet apart–
which means fewer than 6 struc-
tures in every mile of line. In 
response to a question from com-
missioner Doug Christopherson, 
whose district includes the 
county’s southeast region, Ellis 
stated that even though rights of 
way for the towers are 250 feet, it 
is typical for farmers to be able to 
work land almost right up to the 

structures. When it comes to ac-
quiring land, he said, “It is always 
our goal to get voluntary partici-
pation.” 

The two spokespersons also ex-
plained the 756 kV line would be 
part of a massive grid. In compar-
ison to more local lines, its capac-
ity would be like “an interstate 
highway” in contrast to a two-
lane road. They also explained 
that increasing the grid would ex-
pand the amount of power avail-
able in a five-state region, since it 
would allow power companies to 
switch seamlessly among the 
many types of power feeding into 
it. 

“Electricity can’t be stored,” 
explained Frank. “So an individ-
ual area might be using power 
produced by a local wind farm or 
solar garden during one hour, 
then, with a change in the 
weather, might be accessing 
energy supplied by a nuclear 
power plant as far away as Mani-
toba or Michigan. “Consistency 
is built on diversity,” he said. 

■ Powerline 
 from Page 1
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By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

In a brief special meeting the af-
ternoon of Wednesday, Dec. 10, 
county commissioners gave the go-
ahead on general specifications re-
garding the justice center to be 
constructed west of the county court-
house beginning next fall. 

County administrator Michael 
Johnson explained to commissioners 
that the special meeting was war-
ranted because, with a Dec. 10 ap-
proval in place, the process and 
timeline for preparing and letting 
bids could be underway quickly 
enough to allow the first phases of 
construction to begin in August of 
2026, thus allowing an enclosed shell 
to be in place, so that other elements 
of the construction could continue 
into the winter. 

Johnson provided a summary of 
recent activity related to the justice 
center, remembering that a plan com-
missioners had seen during 2024 had 
caused “sticker shock” with a price 
tag of about $42 million. By this 
September, the cost had been pared 
down to about $25 million, mostly 
by decreasing the dimensions of the 
structure and some of its interior 
spaces. 

Johnson mentioned he feels con-
fident the overall cost of constructing 
the new justice center,  including re-
moving the current law enforcement 
building located at 122 Third Avenue 
Northwest and with the addition of a 
new generator, would be no more 
than $28.8 million. 

Johnson also reminded commis-
sioners that Waseca County has a far 
lower load of debt than any of the 
state’s other 86 counties, meaning 
that the county is likely to receive 
very favorable financing rates. 

The new justice center structure 
will be about 125 feet on a side, three 
stories in height, and will house the 
county’s courtroom and court offices 
as well as the county corrections, 
county attorney, sheriff’s and emer-
gency management departments. 
The facility will include a “class 
one” jail–one authorized by the De-
partment of Corrections to house 
prisoners for no more than 72 con-
secutive hours. 

Though a general layout for the in-
terior spaces of the new structure has 
been shared, Johnson suggested final 
approval of square footages and 
smaller details is likely to be an “on-

going process” as construction be-
gins and continues. “Many of those 
can be addressed along the way,” he 
said. “The emphasis right now is ap-
proving the general plan, so that the 
needed timelines can continue to 
move forward.” 

Commissioners expressed satis-
faction that this official step has been 
taken. 

Commissioner Brad Milbrath, 
who had been with the Waseca 
County sheriff’s department for 34 
years and served as sheriff for 12 be-
fore retiring in 2022, recalled that 
discussion about replacing the 
county jail had taken place in 2002, 
at which time a new structure could 
have been built for $7 million. Of the 
current plan, he stated, “We’re get-
ting a good, secure, safe environment 
not only for our staff, but for our con-
stituents.” 

Compostings
by Al Batt

Best-laid plans of mice, 
men and winter days

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

We had an Amish turkey for 
Thanksgiving. 

What’s an Amish turkey? 
It’s a turkey that’s never driven 

a car. 
DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 

DRIVE 
I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass 
his drive, thoughts occur to me. 
I’d listened to Cassandra—the 
weather report. Scheduled ap-
pointments were postponed. The 
best-laid plans of mice, men and 
winter days often go awry. I 
walked in the early morning. 
Small mountains of snow had 
drifted onto the road. My shoes 
crunched. When the snow is 
warmer than 14 degrees, the pres-
sure from my step creates enough 
heat to melt the snow. But when 
the temperature drops below 14 
degrees, my steps don’t melt the 
snow. They crush the ice crystals, 
which rub against each other, 
producing a squeaking sound. It 
lets me know I’m making pro-
gress. 

My wife and I used to go door-
to-door Christmas caroling with 
friends. I don’t pretend to be a 
talented vocalist, but I’m loud. 
The Good Book tells us to make 
a joyful noise. I made a noise far 
from tuneful. One sweet lady 
turned off the porch light of her 
house as we began crooning. I 
talked to her a couple of days 
later. She told me she thought she 
was turning the light on. Right. 
She’d had time to come up with 
an alibi. 

A fellow caroler asked what I’d 
done with all that money. I asked 
him what money he was refer-
encing. He replied, “The money 
your parents gave you to take 
singing lessons.” 

THE CHRISTMAS TIRE 
SWING 

In the deepest parts of my 
memory, the Christmas prepara-
tions were in full swing. Mom 
had spent around $87 on olives. 
Unopened, jarred olives stay 
fresh for up to two years. She had 
stocked up on her secret ing-
redient for making delectable 
Christmas foods—butter. We put 
a new tire swing up for Christ-
mas. It was an odd time to do 
that, but the planets had aligned, 
and the perfect tire made itself 
available. It was a tire, a rope and 
a bad attitude hanging from a 
maple tree. I know what you’re 
thinking—it had replaced a flat 
tire. Well, you’re mistaken. It re-
placed a gunny-sack swing, a 
burlap bag filled with straw. We 

replaced the old rope before the 
tire swing was put in place. The 
new piece of a poor man’s play-
ground was like the new bull at a 
rodeo; it had never been ridden. 
Yup, pardner, it was just like that 
bull except for the tire and the 
tree. We never tired of it. 

NATURE NOTES 
Three young opossums fed on 

snow-covered ground on a gelid 
day. Opossums are omnivores 
and eat eggs, grains, nuts, fruit, 
birds, snakes, frogs, mice, car-
rion, berries, garbage, insects, 
crustaceans, pet food and bird 
seed. Claims of their eating large 
numbers of ticks are dubious. A 
group of opossums is called a 
passel. I cracked open a window 
of the house and tossed an apple 
gently in the passel’s direction. 
The apple hit the frozen ground 
and rolled into one of the three 
animals. After being bumped, the 
opossum jumped into the air and, 
upon returning to Earth and real-
izing it didn’t want to waste its 
life being bumped by things, 
scrambled off into the woods. 
The second opossum sniffed the 
apple and then ran away to safety. 
The third, noted for its critical 
thinking, used its 50 teeth to grab 
the apple and, smiling like an 
opossum eating an apple, ran off 
to that secret hiding place where 
it goes to eat apples. The three 
different reactions of the opos-
sums reminded me that not ev-
eryone wants the same Christmas 
present. None of the opossums 
wanted money or gift cards. 

I saw a muskrat. Muskrats 
don’t hibernate or cache food, 
and feed all winter. They spend 
time in a sleeping lodge, which 
they dig into a steep bank with an 
underwater entrance. In early 
winter, muskrats create small 
shelters called push-ups by chew-
ing holes in the ice and covering 
them with a mound of mud and 
plant debris. These mounds are 
often 3 feet high and up to 300 
feet from the main lodge. Musk-
rats can stay underwater for 
about 10 minutes and use the 
push-ups to catch their breath out 
of the weather and away from 
predators. Muskrats have stiff fur 
around their back feet and toes, 
which works like webbing to pro-
pel them through the water. Their 
front feet are smaller, and they 
hold them under their chins while 
swimming. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
“Bless us Lord, this Christmas, 

with quietness of mind; teach us 
to be patient and always to be 
kind.”—Helen Steiner Rice.

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The New Richland Public Library led a Pipe 
Cleaner Crafts demonstration and workshop for 
children the evening of Thursday, Dec. 11. Pipe 
Cleaners are those bendable wires with the fuzz 
around them, originally used to clean tobacco 
pipes, but in this case, they’re being used for fun. 

Kathy Kronebusch, head librarian for the New 
Richland library, had three big tables set up and 
said, “I got easy ornaments on a table for the 
younger ones, and two more tables getting harder 
the older the kids get. I didn’t want there to be a 
set time or anything, so the kiddos can come at 
anytime between 5 and 6:30 tonight.” On each 
table were thousands of large and jeweled beads, 
cranberry-colored beads, pine needle and forest 
greens, snow white beads and many more. The 
younger table had white and red striped pipe 
cleaner wires to make little candy canes to hang 
on the tree. The next table focused on making or-

naments that looked like presents that go under the 
tree. Said Kronebusch, “The children can give 
these pipe cleaner ornaments away as gifts or hang 
them on their trees. I had a lot of fun putting all 
this together. I’ve been working on this for a cou-
ple of weeks now.” 

There were little cups of white glue on the 
tables, when Anora, 6, and Evan, 9, entered the li-
brary. Anora ran to the table to make the pipe 
cleaner wire look like little Christmas presents. 
She was given a small brush to apply the glue. She 
didn’t know if she wanted to keep the ornament 
when she was done or if she wanted to hang it on 
a tree, “I haven’t decided yet, but I will when I get 

home and the glue is dry.” Evan, who started with 
the wreath ornaments said, “I’m probably going to 
hang mine on the tree.” While he was speaking, 
Anora asked Ms. Kronebusch, “Can you stop help-
ing Evan and come help me?” To which Krone-
busch replied, “I’m on my way, honey.” When she 
was done, there were wipes to clean up the gluey, 
sticky fingers. 

The beads had been sorted through for the night, 
there were even beads in the shapes of stars. The 
closer Christmas gets, the fewer activities there are 
to attend at the library, but as soon as the new year 
starts, “We’ll have much, much more for the kids 
to do,” said Kronebusch. 

Pipe 
Cleaner 
Crafts  
unwrapped 
at library

GETTING CRAFTY - New Richland librarian Kathy Kronebusch showed Anora, 6, and 
Evan, 9, how to make pipe cleaner projects at the library on Thursday, Dec. 11. 
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

During his session of Coffee with 
Tom Sexton on Friday, Dec. 12, Rep-
resentative Sexton spoke to a small 
group about the fraud in this state, 
citing former Minnesota Attorney 
General Andrew Luger, a Biden ap-
pointee, “Minnesota, you have a 
fraud problem.” AG Luger resigned 
in January of this year. 

Minnesota corporate taxes have 
also gone to fraud; that money has 
been sent overseas. Sexton couldn’t 
help observing, “That’s not Minne-
sota nice.” An anonymous resident 
said, “It’s unbelievable to me that 
this amount of money could flow out 
and there was no one questioning it. 
I worked for a public school district 
for 30 years; our food service pro-
gram received a heavy on-site audit 
every three years. These inspectors 
looked at. If there were 30 cans of to-
mato sauce, they checked to make 

sure that’s what was there.” Sexton 
referenced some places that receive 
state grants or bonds: “There are 
people who are absolutely paranoid 
about spending state money. Like 
they’re going to go to jail if they do 
it wrong. That’s what we like, that 
it’s spent appropriately, and it’s well 
documented. That’s how we prevent 
fraud. No one wants that limelight on 
them.” 

Minnesota’s fiscal year runs from 
July 1 through June 30. Said Sexton, 
“There are so many things out there 
that have been implemented, as 
much as we would like to cut the 
budget by $17.8 billion of excessive 
spending that was done. Back in the 
2023 session, a lot of things were im-
plemented, and no one got a check 
back for those unused funds. That 
raised our budget by 40 percent.” 

Sexton worries the tax revenue 
and the growth of the economy will 
not continue to increase as fast as in-

flation. He wants to reduce the 
budget even more to combat this. For 
the other side of the aisle, said Sex-
ton, “We have enough revenue. We 
also have a spending problem. We’ve 
got to figure out how to spend within 
our own means.” A Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce report states 
traditional corporations in Minnesota 
are not expanding in Minnesota. 
They’re not conducting research and 
development in this state because 
there’s no profitability. The highest 
corporate tax rates in the United 
States are: Iowa 12%, New Jersey 
11.5%, Pennsylvania 9.9% and Min-
nesota at 9.8%. Sexton said, “Our 
401Ks are all made up of corpora-
tions, who are shareholders as 
owners of that 401K. We need to 
look for areas to grow where we can 
be competitive such that we have 
shareholders and we’re basically 
paying our shareholders what they 
would get if they bought our stock 

versus another stock.” 
Paid Family Medical leave is 

going to be very difficult for a lot of 
these smaller companies to imple-
ment. Part of the 2023 surplus was 
used as seed money to pay the 400 
employees who were hired to imple-
ment the Paid Family Leave pro-
gram. “Many of the employers are 
going to a service to avoid penalties 
and to have this managed for them.” 

Owatonna signed a contract with 
their police for guaranteed pay raises 
every year to make sure to retain 
those employees. The city doesn't 
want to lose its police officers to 
Northfield which now has openings, 
because some of those Northfield po-
lice officers left to go up to Lakeville 
and Burnsville, which had openings 
because Lakeville officers went up to 
Minneapolis and other big cities be-
cause there’s higher pay. Retirements 
also add to law enforcement short-
ages. 

Coffee with Tom Sexton discusses 
fraud and corporate tax rates

      WASECA COUNTY              
COMMISSIONERS

County advances Justice Center construction
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Elizabeth Ratigan  
Elizabeth Jane Ratigan, age 

89, of Gainesville, passed 
away on Monday, December 8, 
2025. 

Mrs. Ratigan was born on 
August 13, 1936 in Albert Lea, 
Minnesota to the late Alvie Ar-
nold and Thora Jensen Arnold. 
She was a homemaker. In ad-
dition to her parents, Elizabeth 
was preceded in death by her 
brother, Alvie Arnold, Jr. She 
celebrated her 70th wedding 
anniversary with Duane on Oc-
tober 16, 2025. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, Duane Ratigan, Gaines-
ville; son and daughter-in-law, 
Bradley and Patricia Ratigan; 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Donna and Dwain Myers; 
grandchildren, Noah Curran, 
Joshua Ratigan, and Daniel 
Ratigan. 

Graveside services are 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Thursday, 
December 18, 2025 at Yonah 

View Memorial Gardens. 
Richard Beam will officiate. 

The family will receive 
friends from 1 – 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday, December 18, 2025 
at Barrett Funeral Home prior 
to the graveside service. 

To share a memory or to 
leave an online condolence for 
the family, please visit 
www.barrettfh.com 

Elizabeth Ratigan

O B I T U A R I E S
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OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

The field of challengers hoping to 
unseat incumbent Gov. Tim Walz 
continues to grow – and nine of them 
made their way to Owatonna last 
week for a GOP candidate forum. 

Hosted by the Steele County Re-
publican Party, the Dec. 2 event in-
cluded Lisa Demuth, Scott Jensen, 
Jeff Johnson, Brad Kohler, Phillip 
Knight, John Krhin, Phillip Parrish, 
Kendall Qualls and Kristin Robbins. 

Attorney Chris Madel, who en-
tered the race the day before, did not 
attend. Mike Lindell, CEO of MyPil-
low, filed his paperwork the day 
after. 

Following a meet-and-greet with 
the candidates, nearly 150 people 
settled in to weigh the answers pro-
vided during a round-robin question-
and-answer session moderated by 
John Havelka. 

How would you show leadership 
to help prevent fraud and keep 
Minnesotans from leaving our 
state? 

Demuth, who is Minnesota’s 
Speaker of the House, said she would 
make sure “each commissioner is 
held responsible for the work done 
within their agency; that is some-
thing we have not seen.” 

Robbins, a state representative 
from District 37A, also vowed to 
hold commissioners accountable. 

“We need a no fraud, no excuses 
culture,” Robbins said. 

She is chair of the House Fraud 
Prevention and State Agency Over-
sight Policy Committee, as well as 
the co-chair of the bipartisan, bicam-
eral Civility Caucus, which works to 
build relationships and trust across 
parties and between the legislative 
chambers. 

Both women support an independ-
ent Office of Inspector General for 
the state. 

They – and the other candidates – 
also suggested periodic audits, as 
well as reducing taxes and mandates 
on businesses, especially small busi-
nesses. 

The topic of taxes came up re-
peatedly, with a focus on lowering or 
eliminating business tax, income tax, 
property tax, gas tax and sales tax. 

The real issue, Qualls said, is that 
“we don’t want to keep (businesses) 
here; we want them to want to stay 
here. We’ve got to motivate them … 
and create an environment here 
where our businesses thrive, unleash-
ing the economic engine of the pri-
vate sector.” 

Parrish, who has had a career in 
education, called the fraud found in 
the state’s social services programs 
“organized crime.” 

He claims he “blew the whistle” 

on the $250 million daycare fraud in 
2018 and has filed a RICO referral 
with the federal government. 

“I’m not waiting to take office,” 
Parrish said. “I have a plan that is 
going to start ending fraud before I 
even take office.” 

If you could sign two new bills 
(or change existing laws), what 
would they be? 

Demuth drew applause with her 
proposal to end taxes on Social Se-
curity; she also plans to sign a law 
for “better local control, less man-
dates on our schools … to allow 
them to educate the kids on the ba-
sics: reading, writing and math.” 

Jensen, the Republican gubernato-
rial candidate who lost to Walz in 
2022, said he would pass a “Never 
Again” bill. He spoke of Walz’s deci-
sions to lock down schools, nursing 
homes, businesses and more during 
the COVID-19 pandemic: 

“We failed in 2020 to stop Tim 
Walz, and the insanity went on for 
literally two years,” Jensen said, add-
ing frequently throughout the night 
that he “says the quiet thing out 
loud.” 

He would also address term limits. 
Robbins echoed Jensen’s “never 

again” sentiment, saying her first two 
bills would be to require a voter ID 
and to limit the governor’s emer-
gency powers. 

Both Kohler and Johnson said they 
would “bring back” the former Min-
nesota state flag; Johnson said we 
would also “get rid of DEI immedi-
ately” with an executive order. 

Knight, a food company CEO, 
plans to focus on tax and regulatory 
reform for economic growth, as well 
as a law to institute literacy-based 
performance for third-graders and 
beyond. 

How do we raise student test 
scores? 

Kohler, a former UFC fighter, 
claimed “teachers are running wild 
with whatever they want to teach our 
kids … we need to prosecute some 
of these teachers … and the admin-
istration for allowing them to do it.” 

Jensen took the opposite tack, say-
ing “we, as a party, need to do a 
better job of respecting teachers.” 

The three-legged stool analogy 
applies, he said, and must include 
teachers, students and parents work-
ing together. 

Additionally, Jensen said, “we 
have been guilty of overselling col-
lege at the expense of all other op-
tions. We need to elevate the trades.” 

Robbins said the state has “failed 
our kids, so the first thing we need to 
do is undo all the unfunded man-
dates… The most important thing the 

governor can do is give schools flex-
ibility to use their funding how they 
want, and then empower teachers.” 

Knight agreed with the removal of 
mandates; he also supports school 
choice. 

Krhin, who spoke often of his 
faith, said the state “needs to make 
public education like it was in the 
(19)20s and 30s, when my father 
served on the school board.” 

The superintendent “would have 
an employee fired if they were smok-
ing on school grounds,” he said. 

Parrish said the largest demo-
graphic at his events are teachers and 
state employees who “want to be 
whistleblowers, but they’re not quite 
ready to put their name on the whis-
tleblowing document.” 

A mindset change is needed, he 
said. 

“Stop being afraid of these intel-
lectually and morally broken 
people,” Parrish said. “They’ve gone 
too far and their own employees are 
coming to us, saying ‘enough is 
enough.’” 

What makes you the best candi-
date? 

Robbins capitalized on the fact 
that she has been elected four times 
in a purple district. 

“I’m qualified, I have the experi-
ence, and I know how to win in a 
tough district,” she said. “Greater 
Minnesota is going to carry this elec-
tion, but if I bring up our numbers in 
the suburbs and urban areas, that’s 
how we put together a statewide win-
ning race.” 

Qualls, who was also a candidate 
in 2022 before ceding the nomi-
nation to Jensen, stressed down-bal-
lot performance. 

He claimed Education Minnesota, 
the state teachers’ union, “had a cake 
to celebrate my defeat, because they 
felt I was the only candidate they 
would be concerned about on the 
ballot.” 

Knight believes he can “win the 
middle” and be the candidate with 
“the conviction to make the hard 
decisions to peel away decades of 
bad policy and deliver for the people 

of Minnesota.” 
Krihn, who describes himself as a 

Constitutional Conservative, said he 
is going to be “the most pro-life gov-
ernor that Minnesota has ever seen.” 

He plans to go “into the heart of 
the Somali communities to address 
… what citizenship is really about…
” 

Parrish acknowledged the others 
as “a wonderful team … that will 
come together and form a unified 
front,” but said he “outworks them, 
outwrites them” and has out-planned 
them. 

Wearing a purple tie, he said, “is 
to tell you a message. This isn’t 
about left and right anymore. This is 
about right and wrong, period.” 

Johnson, who “stood alone on ref-
ugee resettlement” while on the St. 
Cloud City Council, said he has “that 
bulldog attitude that wants to do the 
right thing.” 

Demuth championed her record at 
the state legislature, including the ne-
gotiation of a $5 billion reduction in 
state spending and the end of “illegal 
immigrant taxpayer funded health in-
surance.” 

Kohler said he has been spending 
a lot of time in “the areas that we’re 
very blue in,” including attending 
Black churches and Hmong festivals, 
and visiting with Vietnamese and 
Cambodian communities. 

Jensen had a litany of descriptors 
about himself, but focused on the 
fact that he “plays offense” and 
builds consensus. 

As a state senator from 2017-21, 
all seven of his sponsored bills 
passed unanimously, “because I went 
to every Democrat and I told them 
why I was doing it, and why (they) 
should vote for it. 

“That’s who I am.” 
About the race 
The 2026 Minnesota gubernatorial 

election is Nov. 3. 
The filing period runs from May 

19 through 5 p.m. June 2. 
Walz is hoping to be elected for a 

third term, something no Minnesota 
governor has done since the adoption 
of four-year terms in 1962. 

GOP candidates speak at Owatonna 

LEADERSHIP - Scott Jensen, left, who was the GOP candidate for Minnesota governor in 2022, speaks to the crowd at a candidate 
forum last week in Owatonna. Also pictured on the dais beside Jensen are Rep. Kristin Robbins, Kendall Qualls, Patrick Knight and 
John Krhin.                                                         Photo by Kay Fate

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Members of the Geneva city 
council decided at their Dec. 9 
meeting that the city’s property 
tax levy for 2025 will be set at 
3 percent. Truth in taxation is 
all about budgeting. Council 
members said among them-
selves that property values as 
determined by the county audi-
tor are overly high. Since prop-
erty value is a factor in the 
amount real estate owners must 
pay in taxes, the council 
members urged Geneva res-
idents to attend the Freeborn 
County adjustment meetings 
held in April to dispute the 
values the county has assigned.  

City maintenance reported 
there was a situation with the 
sewer line at Sorenson’s ware-
house; it somehow became dis-
connected and was 
three-quarters of the way 
plugged with sand and rock. 
Empire Pipe cleaned and fixed 
the problem; city maintenance 
made the council aware of the 
bill that would soon arrive. 

For the Sidewalk Project, 
there has been a pause on the 
lighting installation, which was 
to be completed by week of 
Dec. 8, but has been bumped to 
the following week, Dec. 15. 
These lights are being delivered 
from outside the country and 
there have been delays. Regard-
less of cold weather, they will 
be installed as soon as they ar-
rive. Notifications have been 
sent to properties all served by 
lead, galvanized or unknown 
service lines. Bolton and Menk 
will continue to support the city 
with future grant opportunities 
to replace lead/galvanized lines 
and identify unknown remain-
ing lines. 

City resident Fritz Jensen vis-
ited with council members to 
request his property along the 

shore of Lake Geneva in the 
Lakeshore Addition be re-
platted. Jensen is considering 
selling the land and would like 
to see it divided into smaller 
parcels. He told council 
members new lot lines would 
“Make them look cleaner to the 
buyer. Anyone looking to buy 
at auction can do it all in one 
piece or individually.” Jensen 
brought surveyor Steve Thomp-
son, who passed out drawings 
of the proposed new property 
lines and offered to answer any 
questions. Jensen also said he 
would donate three of his lots 
for public use if this issue 
passes. The council took 
Jensen’s request into considera-
tion but has yet to issue a deci-
sion. 

Geneva residents have asked 
for the community center to be 
open so they can walk/exercise 
during the winter months. 
There was also a request for 
dog fly ball practice. The coun-
cil decided that since people 
pay to rent the community 
center, which is $125 per use, 
that the request for dog practice 
and winter walking was denied. 

Dobberstein Lawn/Landscap-
ing and Snow Care Removal 
LLC. has retired and Geneva 
has needed snow removal serv-
ices. For a limited time, Reese 
Brothers covered the job, but 
now Thiele Snow Removal will 
be the snow removal company 
in town. 

Cory Bienfang will no longer 
be representing Geneva for city 
projects like the Sidewalk Proj-
ect, on behalf of the law firm 
Bolton and Menk. Bienfang 
will now be working for the 
city of Mankato. The council 
said he will be missed. 

 

Geneva tax levy 
at three percent

           GENEVA                
      CITY COUNCIL

Offering Commercial 
& Residential Services

SteveJamesExcavating.com

• Excavation
• Site Development
• Site Utilities 
• Basement Digging
• Trucks & Hauling
• Landscape Supplies
• Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt
• Demolition
• Water & Waterline Repair
• Jetting, Camera & Locating
• Septic Services
• Snow Plowing



By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

In back-to-back concerts pre-
sented the evening of Dec. 8, the 
vocal and instrumental music depart-
ments at NRHEG shared an array of 
lively holiday tunes performed by 
students in grades 6 through 12. 

The instrumental department, di-
rected by district music instructor 
Seth Schaefer, presented fourteen 
tunes performed by five combina-
tions of musicians. 

The Jazz Band played “Home-
town” and “Georgia on My Mind.”  

The chairs were then handed over 
to the sixth-grade band, who enter-
tained the audience with “Embark,” 
“Gingerbread Men on Parade,” 
“Frere Jacques” presented in rounds, 
and the energetic piece “Drag-
onblood.” 

Grades 7 and 8 presented “Air of 
Nobility,” “In Search of Yeti,” and 
“Winter Morning” before being 
joined by the high school band for a 
few familiar holiday tunes. 

The final five numbers of the band 
concert were played by musicians in 
grades 9 to 12: “Flashpoint,” “Silver 
Bells,” “Softly Speaks the Night,” 

“Pure Imagination,” and “Winter-
tide.” 

The vocal portion of the concert 
also featured combinations and re-
combinations of musicians, with 
vocal music instructor Krista Reeder 
both playing the piano accompani-
ment and directing. 

The Senior Select Choir began 
with “O Come, O Come” and “Long 
Ago.” 

They were then joined by the ad-
ditional members of the Senior 
Choir for “Winter With You” featur-
ing Christian Cully playing the viola, 
“Snow on Snow,” and “A Celtic Si-
lent Night,” featuring Faith Phillips 
on the violin. 

The Senior Chamber Choir per-
formed “How Many Kings.” 

Members of the Junior Choir took 
the risers to perform “Snow,” “Carol 
of the Bells,” “On a Snowy Even-
ing,” and “Take You on a Sleigh 
Ride.” 

The Treble Choir presented “An 
Irish Cabin” and “Mary Sat A-
Rockin.’” 

Senior Sophia Williams acted as 
guest conductor as the Junior 
Chamber Choir sang “Sleep, Little 

Baby, Sleep.” 
The Senior Choir returned to the 

stage, this time without their robes 
and instead dressed in brightly col-
orful Christmas attire, including 
elaborate hats and other headgear. 
Director Krista Reeder burst out in 
delighted laughter before seating 
herself at the piano keys to continue 
accompaniment, this time for “Afri-
can Alleluia” with Christian Cully 
and Paige Johnson featured as per-
cussionists. The senior choir sang 
“Sing of a Merry Christmas” before 
being joined by the junior choir and 
even some vocal music graduates for 
“A Very Merry Christmas.” 

During a brief pause between per-
formances, members of the NRHEG 
Music Boosters brought out two 
handcrafted quilts which are the 

prizes in a long-term raffle. Tickets 
were for sale before and after the 
concert for those wishing to support 
the music program’s project to ac-
quire new choir robes; the red and 
white ones currently owned by the 
school district were acquired in the 
1980s. Raffle sales will continue at 
upcoming events until a drawing 
takes place later in the semester. 

The program for the Dec. 8 con-
cert also listed upcoming music de-
partment events. These include a 
“Merry Bandmas” event on Dec. 22; 
caroling during the Dec. 23 school 
activity day; the Gopher Conference 
fine arts showcase on Feb. 6 and 7; 
the Feb. 26 mid-winter junior high 
concert; and music contests and 
showcases set to take place in 
March. 
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789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 • info@nasinecfh.com

 ❉ New in 2022, one-level facility
 ❉ On-site crematory
 ❉ Pre-need insurance agent

 ❉ Dedicated staff including  
two full-time morticians 

 ❉ everything you need!

How a blizzard ruined family plans
How did a blizzard ruin family holi-

day plans?  
Genie and I left Walker, Minnesota 

Tuesday morning November 25, 2025, 
heading home to Albert Lea, Minne-
sota. We ended the day staying that 
night in Crosby, Minnesota due to a 
blizzard plus a car problem. (The over-
night caused us to miss Thanksgiving 
service Wednesday, November 26, 
2025 at Central Freeborn Lutheran 
Church.) (The blizzard dumped four to 
eleven inches of snow between Walker, 
Minnesota and Mille Lacs Lake, Min-
nesota.  

We left Crosby, Minnesota early 
Wednesday morning November 26, 
2025, arriving home to Albert Lea 
Wednesday night November 26. In 
taking the short way to our house in Al-
bert Lea, the car stopped and wouldn't 
start at the stop sign in Clarks Grove, 
Minnesota just off the freeway. 

Julie Ehlers picked up Genie and 
took her to our house in Albert Lea. I 

rode with the tow truck as our car was 
towed into Hanson Tire and Service in 
Albert Lea. 

We left the car at Hanson Tire in Al-
bert Lea. The next day was Thanksgiv-
ing day, so the car sat til it could be 
looked at Friday, November 28. A bliz-
zard was predicted Saturday, No-
vember 29. Our Hanson Family annual 
Thanksgiving day dinner plus sister 
Barbara Birthday was scheduled for 
the 29th of November in St. Peter, 
Minnesota.  

Being old, cautious, play it safe 

family members, the family gathering 
was cancelled and rescheduled for the 
27th of December 2025.  

The forecast blizzard hit with a total 
of 9.4 inches in Albert Lea, setting 
many area records.  

In one week's time, Fountain Lake 
in Albert Lea went from about 4,000 
geese on open water to 19 ice fishing 
houses. (Sunday, November 30 to Sun-
day, December 7, 2025.)  

I know many of you readers also had 
your family plans ruined as did Genie 
and I.  

December 21 is supposedly the first 
day of winter, except in 2025!! 

This may be your last chance to 
share up with Santa. Call him at his 
home at the North Pole. 1 
9512623062. I have received info as to 
Lutheran Night at the Twins Baseball 
game being August 11, 2026. The cost 
will be about the same as 2025 of 
$65.00 per person with money back if 
the bus is full. This amount will be 
$10.00 + bus prizes.  

A benefit for something is the most 
important thing. If at all possible, don't 
schedule it to end at noon on Sunday. 
(People with their Church service end-
ing at noon just may not attend; if the 
ending time is 1 p.m., the person may 
attend.)   

— — — 
Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) agent, 

currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteering. His 
wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on her doctor’s 
degree in Volunteering. They have two children, Deb in North 
Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if you enjoy his col-
umn, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it, keep on reading, it can 
get worse. Words of wisdom: There is always room for God.

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

fact or fiction
…you decide

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

CAR WASH 
& COIN 

LAUNDRY

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

24
HOURS

Full line of cardio, free 
weights, power racks, 
dumbbells, barbells, & 
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

LERBERG’S

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr 
NE, Rochester, MN 

55906

Mankato
(507) 720-0250

287 St Andrews Dr 
#100, Mankato, MN 

56001

Blooming 
Prairie

(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E, 

Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage 

Rd, Owatonna, MN 
55060

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave 
N, New Richland, 

MN 56072

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

507-455-3440
eatonsbooks@q.com

Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30
602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

LomaAzulMexicanRestaurantMN.com

34 1st Street SE, Wells, MN
(507) 553-5031

Mon, Wed, Thur: 11 am-8 pm 
Fri-Sat: 11 am-7 pm, Closed Tue

ORDER
ONLINE!

Question: I’ve seen the traffic 
safety information you share on 
your X account when it comes to 
dealing with winter weather and 
slippery roads. Can you write 
about winter driving safety here 
for all of us? I’d like for you to 
share some basic winter driving 
tips. Thank you and be safe.  
Answer: While summer 

months are the deadliest on Min-
nesota roads for fatal crashes, 
wintertime leads to the most 
crashes and poses its own safety 
risks and hazards. Stay safe 
while on the road in the winter: 

Avoid unnecessary travel if 
conditions are too poor.  

Buckle up and make sure child 
restraints are secured tightly. We 
recommend you use bulky 
clothes and blankets on top of 
the child restraint harness, not 
beneath, to ensure harness re-
straints fit properly. 

Drive at speeds that are safe 
for the road conditions and pro-
vide for plenty of travel time.  

Leave plenty of space to stop 
between vehicles.  

Use extra precautions when 
driving around snowplows by 
keeping at least 10 car-lengths 
behind plows. 

If you start to skid, remain 
calm, ease foot off the gas and 
turn the steering wheel in the di-
rection you want the front of the 
vehicle to go.  

If vehicle has an anti-lock 
braking system (ABS), apply a 
steady firm pressure to the brake 
pedal. Never pump ABS brakes. 

Clear snow and ice from ve-
hicle windows, hood, headlights, 

brake lights and directional sig-
nals.  

You must turn on your head-
lights when it is snowing or 
sleeting. 

Do not use cruise control on 
snow, icy or wet roads.  

Equip vehicles with a 
scraper/brush, small shovel, 
jumper cables, tow chain, and a 
bag of sand or cat litter for tire 
traction. Blankets, heavy boots, 
warm clothing and flashlights 
are also important, as are storing 
high-energy foods such as choc-
olate or energy bars.  

Be sure cell phones are 
charged for long trips, and in-
form your family or friends of 
your travel plan and schedule. 

If you get stranded, stay in the 
vehicle.  

Parents of teen drivers should 
make sure they experience snow 
and ice driving in a safe environ-
ment, such as an empty parking 
lot.  

For weather-related road con-
dition information, call 511 or 
visit www.511mn.org 

You can avoid a ticket — and 
a crash — if you simply buckle 
up, drive at safe speeds, pay at-
tention and always drive sober. 
Help us drive Minnesota Toward 
Zero Deaths. 

If you have any questions con-
cerning traffic related laws or is-
sues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christian-
son – Minnesota State Patrol at 
2900 48th Street NW, Rochester 
MN 55901-5848.  (Or reach him 
a t , 
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us) 

‘Ask a Trooper’: 
winter driving 

Development Administration 
(EDA) “looks favorably” on proj-
ects which help with workforce 
training and retention, county 
planners began looking for a way 
to satisfy local and regional needs 
that would receive positive atten-
tion in the competitive federal 
grant process. 

Among the appealing aspects 
which helped the project receive 
funding, he summarizes, are that 
it is designed to meet a range of 
needs, makes use of an existing 
flexible space, and is centrally lo-
cated among numerous regional 
cities. Johnson and Wilson name 
a long list of agencies, organiza-
tions and businesses that have ex-
pressed an interest–and even 
excitement–about a dedicated 
space that can be booked both 
during and outside of typical busi-
ness operation hours. When the 
grant was submitted in fall 2024, 
Johnson mentions, it was accom-
panied by many letters of support 
from area businesses and organi-
zations expressing a need for a 

setting where both hands-on and 
classroom-type learning could 
take place. 

Wilson suggests the space will 
also be valuable for activities and 
events meant to help area youth 
recognize they can find fulfilling 
employment and careers at local 
businesses and organizations, 
rather than focusing their plans for 
the future elsewhere. 

As work on the center moves 
forward, Johnson says the plan is 
to accommodate as many ways as 
possible the facility can meet local 
and regional needs, get it built, 
and then hand over its day-to-day 
operations and scheduling to an 
agency yet to be determined. 

“It doesn’t matter whose name 
is on the door,” says Johnson, sug-
gesting area colleges are likely 
candidates. “What matters is that 
the space will be here and ready 
for use by our constituents. Local 
and regional needs will be met 
and we’ll be helping support local 
economies and businesses. 

“The prospects are truly excit-
ing.” 

“If you are a local or regional 
business and you can see a way 
this training center will be useful 
to you,” comments Wilson, “we 
want to hear from you.” 

■ Center 
 from Page 1

NRHEG Music  
presents Dec. 8 
concert 

Above: Members of the NRHEG high school choir delighted instructor Krista Reeder when they appeared on stage in colorful, 
fanciful holiday attire. Below: Saxophonist Alexis Olson stands for a solo during the band concert, while fellow brass section mu-
sician Sophia Williams looks on.        Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship 
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 
6 p.m. Bible Study 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor Trish  
Reedstrom 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship, Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meeting 
(first Wednesday) 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; 
Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*      *     * 
CROSS OF GLORY 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Tuesday - Council meeting 

(First Tuesday) 
*     *     * 

WEST FREEBORN 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship  
Monday - Council meeting 
(First Monday of the month) 
Friday - Quilting meets 9:00 
a.m. twice a month, see news-
letter for dates. 

*     *     * 
HARTLAND  

EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
MANCHESTER  
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN 
Manchester, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Father Glenn Frerichs 

Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 
4th Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 

Geneva, Minnesota 
Pastor Leandra Anderson 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship (times 
very for holidays) 
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

*     *     * 
SIMPLY CHURCH 

105 Second Street North East 
Geneva, Minnesota 

Todd Lundgren, Pastor 
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*    *     * 
VIBRANT LIFE 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
CHURCH 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor David Modder 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 
a.m. Kids church  
Check the website for additional 
updates 

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Pastor Kyle Smith 
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer 
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 6 p.m. Confirmation; 7-9 
p.m. Youth Group (No confir-
mation during summer) 

*     *     * 
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Randy Cirksena, Pastor  
Sunday - Summer Service time 
is 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday school. (No summer 
sunday school) 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday 
School from Oct through May 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for those 
wanting to listen through their 
car radios at FM 90.7 

*     *     * 
EAST FREEBORN  

LUTHERAN 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for those 
wanting to listen through their 
car radios at FM 89.3 

*     *     * 
FAMILY OF FAITH  

COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Rev. Neal Ooms 
Sunday— 8:45 a.m. Worship; 
9:20 Worship and kids church 
(now an eagle brook viewing 
church) 
 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
FAMILY OF FAITH COM-

MUNITY CHURCH 
Rev. Neal Ooms 

101 East Park Avenue 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 

*     *     * 
ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA 

Rural Ellendale 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, 
ELCA 

Meriden, Minnesota 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

PONTOPPIDAN LU-
THERAN 

Lemond Township 
Pastor Dave Klawiter 

Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC 
Hope, Minnesota 

Pastor Sandy Miller 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 
a.m. Youth/Adult Study 

*     *     * 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Clarks Grove, Minnesota 
Pastor James Cameron 

Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 

CHURCH of LITOMYSL 
Father Peter Schuster 

Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass 
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during 
Mass 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith 
Formation classes for grades K-
Confirmation 
www.litomysl.webs.com 
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com  

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 
a.m. Sunday School and Bible 
Study 

 *         *         * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL UNITED 

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 
Interim Pastor 

Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
PEACE UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 

Waldorf, Minnesota  
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 

Waldorf, Minnesota 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45  a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-

ident 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament 
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Ac-
tivities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A 
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE STAR 
EAGLE. 

Can you smell it? The aromas of cin-
namon and pine are floating through 
the air in many stores, while Christmas 
music can be heard almost everywhere 
you go. I really love Christmas music, 
choirs singing and, to me, the sound of 
little children singing Christmas carols 
is always something special. Top it off 
with a little snowfall and this is the sea-
son of Christmas. 

Looking back at my youth, I can re-
member the excitement of going to 
town during this joyous season, look-
ing in the various store fronts and hav-
ing that feeling of excitement that only 
a kid can get when anticipating Christ-
mas. It really wasn’t Christmas until the 
Santa in the Skinner Chamberlain De-
partment store window was up and 
waving at passersby. 

Friday night used to be the big night 
for shopping and, of course, Saturdays. 
Somewhere along the way someone 
decided that Thursday night would also 
be a good night to stay open late during 
the holidays. I can remember looking 
at the corner box on the front page of 
the Tribune to see when that magical 
day would be upon us. As I got older 
and had a family of my own, the little 
box on the front page took on a differ-
ent meaning. All of a sudden my wife 
and I were responsible for making sure 
our little ones had a good Christmas. 
That was quite a change from my youth 
when all I did was sit back and dream 
about the toys that I hoped to be get-
ting. Oh, there were some pretty lean 
years when Santa couldn’t put much of 
anything under the tree, but that never 
made it any less exciting. Having a 
close-knit family more than made up 
for not having a lot of those things. 

My mother would wrap Christmas 
presents on the old ironing board which 
she would set up in her beauty shop. I 
would be allowed to help her and 
thought that was a pretty big deal. I 

waited patiently for her to tell me that 
it was time for me to leave the room be-
cause that’s when I knew that there was 
a present that she was wrapping for me! 
There was a no touch, no shake rule 
when it came to a present with your 
name on it. This, however, didn’t stop 
a kid from making a quick weight and 
volume check when nobody was 
around. 

The smell of Christmas was always 
one that I loved, that of pine from a real 
Christmas tree, candles scented with 
cinnamon and even the dreaded lute-
fisk as it was boiling on the stove. 
When it came time to eat, I really didn’t 
give the fish too much thought as long 
as I was one of the kids sitting at a dif-
ferent table. Once I was old enough and 
brave enough to sample the first bite of 
my Norwegian heritage, things 
changed. I was anointed as a true Scan-
dinavian fish eater and welcomed to the 
main table. 

There is one Christmas early on that 
I can remember clearly. We were 
spending Christmas Eve, like always, 
at my Grandpa and Grandma’s on 
Bridge Street. That evening Santa came 
to pay us a visit and us kids were ex-
cited to see him, of course, but for some 
reason to me he sounded an awful lot 
like Uncle Benny, who was myste-
riously absent from the event. We re-
ceived some presents from Santa, and 
to question it any further, even at a 
young age, would be looking the 
proverbial “gift horse in the mouth.” 

Christmas is still time for family and 
friends, although, like time, family 
passes and others step up to take their 
place, so the best you can hope for is to 
pass on some family traditions. Our 
son, Brad, has taken over the hosting of 
Christmas on my side of the family, and 
our family looks forward to the tradi-
tional Christmas Eve feast. I can say 
that I have gotten both my sons to taste 
the “sacred fish” known as lutefisk. 
This was an accomplishment in itself, 
and Brad, my youngest, does eat his an-
nual lutefisk and lefse in keeping with 
family tradition. Brian, the oldest, ho-
wever, tried a little of it a few years ago 
and said he was good to go. I guess he’s 
living by the old “fool me once” theory. 

My sister Judy, like Brad, will eat her 
token fish and call it good. When she 
first tasted, it she put ketchup on it! 
That could be considered sacrilege in 
Scandinavian circles. My brother-in-
law, Mike, on the other hand, will eat 
his share like I do and his dad, Bernie, 
was a “real man” when it came to eat-
ing the fish. He would pile it on his 
plate, pour on the butter and dig in. It 
is definitely an acquired taste and when 
I eat it I like to put the fish on the lefse 
with some potatoes and pour the butter 
over it, topping it with a generous 
sprinkling of salt and pepper. If eating 
fish came with instructions, they would 
go something like this: after the lefse is 
loaded, roll up your sleeves, roll up the 
fish laden lefse, hold it over your plate 
and devour it, all the while trying to 

avoid dripping butter on the front of 
your shirt or running it down your arm 
and up your sleeve.  

I guess this means that I’ll soon be 
trolling through the grocery store aisles 
in search of the elusive “lute” and most 
likely its cousins, herring and oyster. 
Got to have the fish for Christmas and 
we always top off our family gath-
erings with a bowl of oyster stew. My 
wife is the master cook when it comes 
to lutefisk, and her secret to making 
good stew is to let it simmer most of the 
day. Some naysayers may want to 
know how you could possibly “spoil” 
lutefisk, but, if you want it flaky, there 
is a trick. Years ago, it was shipped in 
salt brine and had to be soaked for a 
few days to get rid if the excess salt. I 
still soak it for about two or three days, 
and it seems to firm up when cooking. 
If you cook it wrong, it can turn to jelly 
and, although it won’t ruin the taste, it 
is not as appealing to eat. 

Over the last few years, I have tried 
to persuade the grandkids to “sample” 
it, so they can say they’ve partaken of 
“the fish,” but its been a pretty hard sell. 
I do hope that one or two of them will 
come to their senses and decide to carry 
on the family tradition. If I use a little 
imagination, I can almost smell the 
lutefisk cooking on the kitchen stove 
right now. Um-um-good! It’s making 
my mouth water just thinking about it. 

No matter what your family tradi-
tions are, take time to enjoy them and 
have a very Merry Christmas. In all the 
excitement of family gatherings and 
such, we mustn’t lose sight of what the 
true meaning of Christmas really is. 

Please keep our troops in your hearts 
and prayers during this holiday season. 
Remember that they are away from 
home serving our country, so that we 
can enjoy the freedoms that we have 
today. 

by Dick Her昀ndahl
Outdoors Writer

 Woods and Water

It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas L O O K I N G  B A C K

Wagner Foods

newrichlandgrocery.com

Mon-Sat:
8 am - 8 pm

Sun:
9 am - 5 pm

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway

New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for 
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats, 
friendly service & great prices!

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330 

Locally Organized, Owned 
& Operated since 1939

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN
(507) 465-3292

Exceptional
care by and for

Exceptional
People!

agro-economicsinc

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775
121 3rd St. N.E.
 New Richland, 

MN 56072

T H O M P S O N
SANITATION,  INC.

thompsonsanitation.com

Clarks Grove Offi ce:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
 Phone: 507-256-4370

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS • RECYCLING

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

EST 1973
Award Winning Home-Cured Meat Products

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042
(507) 845-2100

LD-AG.com

• Steinbauer 
Performance 
• Truck Tires 

• Ag Tires 
• Rubber Tracks
507-455-0388

Mike’sMike’s
REPAIR

870 32nd Ave NW, 
Owatonna, MN 55060

25 years ago 

-  Amy Sack and Kristin Jessen lit the candle of Character during 
the induction of new members into the New Richland-Hartland-El-
lendale-Geneva Chapter of the National honor society, Wednesday, 
November 15 at the high school, here.  

- A Spanish teacher at an Austin (Minnesota) High School, Barb Judd, 
former Spanish instructor in the New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva School District, noticed last  spring that many of her students 
had plagiarized an Internet source for a translation assignment. Judd de-
cided to respond in a way that would inspire a broad discussion about 
ethics. For that and several other ethics lessons that struck Judd’s peers 
and students as innovative, she recently won a $10,000 Ethics in Edu-
cation Award from the Minnesota Academic Excellence Foundation.  

- In a great team effort, the Panther girls B squad defeated Maple 
River, Tuesday, November 28, here 37-28. The Panther Girls B basket-
ball squad won their second game of the young season, Friday night, 
when they defeated Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton 27-19. 

 
50 years ago 

- Guidance Counselor Robert Westland of the New Richland-
Hartland High School presents Neal Linnihan with his appointment 
to take part in the house page program in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives. At the right is representative Rod Searle.  

- Ewald brothers, Lynn, Guy and Jay, of Waldorf, exhibited one Short-
horn and three Polled Hereford heifers at the Chicago International Live-
stock Show, December 2. The boys had the second place Polled 
Hereford Heifer which was also Reserve Senior Champion. Their heifers 
received a first in the summer yearling class of Polled Hereford and also 
a third in another class.  

- A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Loken (nee Joann Simon-
son) of LaPaza, Bolivia, South America, on November 10. The little 
miss weighed 6 pounds, 8 ounces and has been named Grace Ann. She 
has one sister, Heather, seven years old and a brother, Nathan, two years 
older.  

- The Traffic Department of the simulated Lester Hill Corpora-
tion in the Business Education department at the New Richland-
Hartland High School makes good use of the phone system recently 
installed by the United Telephone Co. Pictured are Kim Olson and 
Karen Truebenbach.  

 
75 years ago 

- Bob Westland is one fellow who practices what he preaches. The 
slender New Richland high school coach today holds the scoring lead 
in the City Basketball league with 73 markers to his credits. Westland, 
who plays center for the Morlea Dairy quintet, has built up his league 
leading royal on 27 field goals and 19 free throws. Westland’s 19 free 
throws is tops in that department.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Don Peterson of Emmons announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Kathryn Lois, to Marlin Sandsmark of Albert Lea, son 
of Mr. Oscar Sandsmark of New Richland.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ische (Virginia Berg) of Hopkins are the par-
ents of a daughter, weighing 8 pounds and 5 ounces, born at a Minnea-
polis hospital, January 5. Mr. and Mrs. Ische also have another son, 
Michael.  



Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Star Eagle                                                     C l a s s i f i e d s     Thursday, December 18, 2025    15

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939

NEW RICHLAND
13984 215th Avenue,
New Richland, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789
Fax: (507) 465-3258

FAIRMONT
620 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 238-1355

ALL TYPES OF METAL

POOLEY’S
& RECYCLING& RECYCLING

WE BUY

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$$$
PAID

pooleysscrapiron.com

507-456-5128507-456-5128
www.hollandauction.comwww.hollandauction.com

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, MN
507-256 - 4712

Serving Southern 
Minnesota for over 

45 years!

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Waseca, MN 

 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 mrpagencyllc.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 

Open  
Monday-Friday

1330 State Ave, NW 
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-414-8090

NEW!NEW!
Radel Court is Ellendale’s newest maintenance-free apartment living with a modern feel.

NOW LEASING!NOW LEASING!
6-month, 12-month and 18-month lease terms

 For more information, contact Jason at (507)676-8300

• 1 & 2 bedroom open 昀oor units— Now Leasing!
• Spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances

• Large living area with hardwood style 昀ooring
• Storage closets available • Pet friendly • Off-street parking • Secure access

• Fully furnished social space for large gatherings that includes a TV and 昀replace
All nestled on multiple acres of manicured lawn and woods, adjacent 

to a city park and conveniently located just off Interstate 35.

        

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED
AGE 55+ WORKERS

needed for part-time custodial 

work at rest areas and state parks 

in Minnesota. Apply online at 

greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off  for a 

limited time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 

caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 

$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 

make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone

who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

MEGAN SORENSEN
REALTOR®

(651) 247-4612
MEGAN@NORDHAUS.REALESTATE
FACEBOOK.COM/MEGANSORENSEN
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GLAD TIDINGS TO ALL • AND A SAFE HOLIDAYS!

Wishing you and your family  
a safe and joyful season.

WARMEST
WISHES

Bennett Schlaak
121 3rd Street NE Ste 1
New Richland, MN
507.465.0170

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance
Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of
Farm Bureau Financial Services. PR-S-A (10-24)

Wishing You
and Yours

the Happiest
of Holidays

Patton, Hoversten & Berg
Waseca, MN

May you and your family enjoy 
a joyous Christmas  and a

prosperous New Year.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
JK ROUTH
CONTRACTING, LLC

Ellendale, MN

> Demolition Site Work
> Pit Run  > Screened Pit Run

> Concrete Removal

Building Contractor Lic # 20396072

Jesse Routh
507-383-7892 cell

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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       Bernie           Kristi Matt 
Colton       Jordan         Ann      Gary 

Sandy          Kelli    Kathy Vanessa 
Jenny      Nik    Mary           Diane 

              Dawn.     Jean      Jennifer          



CAR WASH 
& COIN 

LAUNDRY

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

24
HOURS

Full line of cardio, free 
weights, power racks, 
dumbbells, barbells, & 
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

LERBERG’S

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING

MERRY CHRISTMAS
from your friends at
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NRHEG Music Concert, Monday, December 15, 2025


