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Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not 
proud.  

1 Corinthians 
13:4

A word from 
The Word

Neighborhood Service 
Center open house 
Dec. 4 

The Waseca Area Neigh-
borhood Service Center in-
vites all to a “The street’s 
open!” open house from 4 to 
6 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 4. 
Come see our Thrift Store's 
facelift, enjoy some fun sur-
prises and register for door 
prizes! Then head to our Food 
Shelf for some community 
education on healthy food, 
taste some samples, and pick 
up some recipes. 

——————————— 
Home for the Holidays 
Concerts Friday and 
Saturday, Dec. 5 and 6 

The New Richland Area 
Foundation is sponsoring three 
performances of a “Home for the 
Holidays” concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 
5 and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6. Hometown talents 
Gavin Berg and Adam Moen 
will have beautiful music and 
humorous highlights at Trinity 
Lutheran Church of New Rich-
land. All proceeds benefit the 
Foundation. 

——————————— 
New Richland Lions 
Club Breakfast Benefit 
8 a.m. to noon Dec. 7 

The New Richland Lion’s 
Club is holding a benefit 
breakfast from 8 a.m. to noon 
on Sunday, Dec. 7 at the New 
Richland City Hall com-
munity room.  Free will dona-
tions will be accepted. Menu 
items include pancakes, 
scrambled eggs and breakfast 
sausage. Funds raised will 
benefit four members of the 
NRHEG school district staff 
who are experiencing health 
difficulties: Cortney Kitzman, 
Paul Kampen, Moey McCor-
nack and Kim Routh. 

——————————— 
Musicians Against 
Cancer at Eagles Club, 
Owatonna, Sunday, 
Dec. 7 

Musician Todd Utpadel will 
present “Evening of Giving,” 
a fundraiser for Musicians 
Against Cancer at the Eagles 
Club in Owatonna starting at 
4:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7. 
There will also be a silent 
auction and wine pull. All 
proceeds distributed by 
Blooming Prairie Cancer 
Group.  

——————————— 
Santa’s coming to 
Hartland on Dec. 7 

Santa Claus will be at the 
Hartland Post Office/Com-
munity Center from 5-6 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 7. All are wel-
come to enjoy hot apple cider 
and Christmas cookies. 

——————————— 
Santa Experience at 
Farmamerica  
Friday and Saturday, 
Dec. 12 and 13 

Santa Claus will be at Far-
mamerica from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, 
Dec. 13. Stroll or enjoy a 
wagon ride down to the farm-
yard; Santa will be waiting. 
Sip hot chocolate and meet 
friendly farm animals. Pre-
register online at farmame-
rica.org/events. Cost is $5 per 
person. 

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Since shortly after being par-
doned by former President Joe 
Biden last year, Waseca County’s 
famous resident turkeys, Blos-
som and Peach, have been living 
the high life at Farmamerica. 
They even get special attention 
from the facility’s Program Co-
ordinator, Kari Wadd. 

“With the changing of the sea-
son, the drop in temperature can 
be hard on them, so we have to 
move them into a special heated 
shed in the winter,” Wadd said, 

then clarified that “cooler tem-
peratures” are “anything below 
55 degrees.” Since the high-pro-
file birds are of such interest to 
the public, they are usually a part 
of just about everything that goes 
on at the farm. “We include them 
in all school tours and make them 
available to every visitor who 
comes out here because they’ve 
brought life to the turkey indus-
try. They’re walked every day, 
and when they’re not otherwise 
occupied, they can just roam 

Celebrity turkeys  
Blossom and Peach  
survive another  
Thanksgiving  

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

Members of the Waseca 
County economic devel-
opment authority (EDA) dis-
cussed numerous ongoing 
projects and initiatives during 
their regular meeting the 
morning of Wednesday, Nov. 
19. Tina Wilson of the county 
planning and zoning office 
updated members regarding 
the county workforce devel-
opment center, various con-
tacts from organizations 
considering locating busi-
nesses in the county, and 
plans by current business 
owners to expand their oper-
ations. 

Board members agreed to a 
Dec. 17 joint meeting with 
EDAs from the cities of 
Waseca, Janesville and New 
Richland, and with represen-
tatives from the Waseca Area 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the town of Waldorf. 

Because economic growth 
is vital to supporting and 
building communities, the 
state of Minnesota has funds 
EDA agencies can access to 
help with developing and 
growing businesses. Among 
these are low interest loans 
and grants. Projects recently 
supported by the county EDA 
are the Marketplace construc-
tion project, expansion at 
Morgan’s Meats, remodeling 
at the American Inn Hotel, 
and ongoing work on the 
Workforce Development 
Center to be located on the 
lower floor of the Human 
Services building at 1000 
Elm Avenue West. Collabo-
ration with the county’s three 
city EDAs and four city 
councils is ongoing, which 
leads to numerous projects in 
area towns. Mentioned dur-
ing the Nov. 19 meeting were 
work with Trapper’s Lanes in 
New Richland and a 
“$10,000 business challenge” 
in Janesville. Wilson pro-
posed that, with a county-
wide meeting scheduled in a 
month, her detailed sum-
maries of such projects might 
best be presented when all 
parties were present on Dec. 
17. 

Members of the county 
EDA are Matt Harrington, 
District 1;  Russ Frederick, 
District 2 and board chair; 
Charles Benson, District 3; 
Patti Schuch, District 4; and 
Brad Krause, District 5. 

Patti Schuch suggested the 
county EDA might look into 
a brochure which could be 
made available to existing 
and potential business owners 
to streamline the information-
gathering process. She pro-
posed listing the various 
agencies that businesses are 
likely to find helpful and pro-
viding names and direct con-
tact information of key 
individuals. 

Schuch expressed frustra-
tion that relatively few people 
seem aware of EDA pro-
grams and benefits.  

“We could help them invest 
in the community, accom-
plish their dream of starting 
or expanding a business. 
They could make their facil-
ities larger, get new equip-
ment or beautify their 
buildings.” 

Tina Wilson can be reached 
at the Waseca County Plan-
ning and Zoning department, 
300 State Street North, in 
Waseca. The phone number is 
507-835-0650. 

County-wide 
EDA to meet 
Dec. 17 

Turkeys continued on 3

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The New Richland Public Library held 
another Storytime Hour the foggy morning of 
Tuesday, Nov. 25. With the big kids in school, 
the little kids dominated the library grounds, but 
when it came time to pay attention, they did a 
pretty good job. 

Librarian Kathy Kronebusch was in charge for 
the day. Whe had little toy cars and tractors and 
micro-farm equipment for the little ones to play 
with. Once story time started, however, the kids 
sat near the back of the library in rapt attention. 
The song was called, “Tom the Turkey” and it 
had to do with the colorful feathers turkeys have. 
Before Kronebusch read the book titled, “Run 
Turkey Run,” she had the children say what they 
were most thankful for. One child shyly an-
swered, “I’m thankful for candy.” Another said, 
“I’m thankful for my mom and my grandma.” 
One said, “I am thankful for food and I don’t 
want to go to bed early at all.” Each respondent  
gave the question serious thought before answer-
ing. The book was about how stressful the day 
before Thanksgiving can be for a turkey, the kids 
seemed to like it.   

Afterwards each child was given a different 
colored feather for the art project that was part 
of the event. If they didn’t like the feather they 
were given, they had an opportunity to cut a 
hand-drawn feather of their own design in any 
color they wanted. There was also brown con-

struction paper for the turkey himself, glue 
sticks, crayons and markers to finish the job. If 
that didn’t trip the kiddos' triggers, there was 
also a new type of corn on the cob game they 
could try. It was the kids themselves who were 
going to glue corn kernels back onto the cobs, 
so they could compare their work to a real corn 
cob full of corn and see which one was better.   

Currently available at the New Richland Li-
brary through the end of December are Secret 
Santa Reads. Folks can browse the selected 
books, fall in love with the clues on the tags, pay 
and take their secret gift home, then unwrap 
under the tree at home (or do it there.) There’s 
romance, mystery, fantasy, thriller, cozy or holi-
day feel; for kids and adults. All proceeds help 
support the activities of the New Richland 
Friends of the Library. 

New Richland 
Library tells a 
turkey tale

TOM THE TURKEY - A small crowd of children attended the New Richland Public Li-
brary's Storytime hour on Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. Below, Ivy, 5, attended with her 
mother, Paige VanMaldeghem.      Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

From 4 to 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13, Santa 
will welcome visitors in Farmam-
erica’s classic hip-roofed red 
barn, originally constructed in 
1913. Those wishing to stop by 
are asked to register online in ad-
vance for specific time slots, so 
that lines and wait times are 
shorter. Included for children 
who speak with Santa is a profes-
sionally-taken photograph, the 
cost for which is being covered 
by the Katie Gonzalez State Farm 
insurance agency. 

Also available to visitors that 

Santa  
Experience  
to help fund  
update of 
1930s barn 

Barn continued on 3

PARDONED - Turkeys Blossom and Peach were pardoned by 
President Joe Biden in 2024. Now retired, they currently reside 
in their own private shed at Farm America and receive top notch 
care.

FARMAMERICA SANTA EXPERIENCE - Santa will greet children in Farmamerica's 1930s era red 
barn the afternoons of Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, Dec. 13. Visitors will not only see Santa, but 
will receive a free professionally-taken photograph sponsored by the Katie Gonzalez State Farm 
agency. The 1930s farmhouse will be decorated and open for visits as well. 



ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

I was cleaning the attic when I 
found my old flutophone. I began 
playing it. 

I’ll bet that brought back some 
memories. 

It sure did. I remembered how 
bad I was at playing the fluto-
phone. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. I’ve 
been privileged to ring Salvation 
Army bells for many years at a few 
Hy-Vee stores. It’s always a pleas-
ant experience, but not without its 
thrills and chills. A man doing his 
shopping with the aid of an electric 
cart was obviously a new driver, 
because he zoomed past me at high 
speed, or at least whatever the 
highest speed one of those units 
can attain, and hit a wall with a lar-
ruping good lick. I looked around 
for a state trooper as the excessive 
mph made me think I must have 
been ringing the bells on a high-
way. After I’d stumbled back to re-
ality, I asked if he was OK. The 
man was not a happy camper. He 
muttered a discouraging word and 
left with his bag of food. I was 
grateful to have avoided a bell-on 
collision with a motorized shop-
ping cart. 

SNIPPETS FROM STORIES 
We had pumpkin pie with 

whipped cream. David Mamet 
said, "We must have a pie. Stress 
cannot exist in the presence of a 
pie." The foods that led up to the 
pie had a pinch of this and a pinch 

of that. Both pinches were deli-
cious. 

Let it snow. Let it snow. Make it 
stop. I sneezed while brushing my 
teeth. I don’t recommend that. Am 
I suddenly allergic to toothpaste or 
snow, or just a sneezing fool? 

The fellow told me he deserts 
Minnesota for Arizona in the 
winter. He does that because warm 
weather improves his mood. 

My mother told me about the 
carpenter’s ruler my grandfather 
had used. Grandpa was a builder of 
houses. The ruler had been worn 
beyond easy reading, and someone 
had used it to stir paint, but 
Grandpa still used it. Mother asked 
him how he could measure any-
thing with that ancient ruler when 
it was nearly impossible to see the 
marks. He replied that he’d used it 
so long, he remembered where the 
marks had been. 

I talked to a guy in Tennessee. I 
told him that he lived in a beautiful 
part of the world. He said, “It might 
be, but I wouldn’t know. I’ve lived 
here all my life.” 

I once read a poem from Rod 
McKuen’s book, “Listen to the 
Warm” to the goats. They needed 
guidance. “For every star that falls 
to earth a new one glows. For every 
dream that fades away a new one 
grows. When things are not what 

they would seem you must keep 
following your dream.” It didn’t 
help. They still acted goatish. I 
should have read it to the chickens. 
My favorite poet is the late Mary 
Oliver, who penned these words, 
“Instructions for living a life: Pay 
attention. Be astonished. Tell about 
it.” I got a shingles shot and, being 
a cautious sort, I got a vinyl siding 
shot, too. 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

I told my doctor it wasn’t my 
fault that exercise and extra fries 
sound too much alike. 

If George Washington were alive 
today, what would he be most fa-
mous for? His age. 

My wife called me to tell me 
she’d seen a coyote on the way to 
work. I asked her how she knew 
the coyote was on its way to work. 
She hung up on me. 

 

NATURE NOTES 
If you have a bird feeder, watch 

for motionless woodpeckers, with 
their bodies held parallel to a tree 
or feeder, waiting for a predator to 
pass. That’s a red-alert pose. I try 
to imagine what the bird is going 
through. I want to put myself in its 
feathers, but I can’t, but I keep try-
ing. I anthropomorphize to demon-
strate kinship. 

The tamarack tree, a Minnesota 
native, is a deciduous conifer with 
bright green needles that turn yel-
low in the fall and drop off. 

A flying squirrel has a membrane 
that connects its front and back 
legs, and is called a patagium. 
Spreading its limbs allows it to 
glide, not fly, between trees. Min-
nesota has two species of flying 
squirrels, not counting Rocky. The 
northern flying squirrel weighs 2 to 
4.4 ounces and is 10 to 12 inches 
long (tail included). The southern 
flying squirrel is 8 to 10 inches in 
length and weighs 1.6 to 2.2 
ounces. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
“If the only prayer you say in 

your life is thank you, that would 
suffice.”—Meister Eckhart. Be 
kind.
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FenceLines
by Mark Bernard

The scurs and the Weather Eye 
squeezed a few more decent days out 
of the fall before Old Man Winter 
came knocking. Is he here to stay or 
will he wander off again? Starting 
Thursday, mostly sunny with highs 
in the low teens and lows in the 
upper single digits. Mostly cloudy 
Friday with highs in the mid-20's and 
lows around 10. 

Mostly cloudy on Saturday with a 
fair chance of forenoon snow. Highs 
in the low 20's with lows around 
zero. 

Sunday, partly sunny with a high 
in the low teens and lows around 
zero. Mostly cloudy on Monday with 
an increasing chance of snow. Highs 
in the mid-20's with lows in the 
upper teens. Tuesday, mostly cloudy 
with a modest chance of snow. Highs 
around 30 with lows around 20. 
Cloudy on Wednesday with highs in 
the upper 20's and lows in the mid-
single digits. Our loss of daylight 
slows to under one minute on De-
cember 8 and we'll see 9 hours of 
daylight. The normal high for De-
cember gth is 30 and the normal low 
is 15. Against their better judgement 
the scurs have begun their Christmas 
shopping procrastination. Can't get 
those last-minute deals if you shop 
early. 

The 4 also ushers in the Full Moon 
for the month. It goes by the Full 
Cold Moon as December brings 
some of the coldest temps of the 
winter, particularly during the latter 
part of the month. It only stands to 
reason after the meteorological start 
to winter on the 1" and the astronom-
ical beginning on the 21". Some old 
timers may also call it the Moon be-
fore Yule. It is also known as the 
Long Nights Moon as the evening 
hours are at their longest during its 
duration. The Ojibwe called this the 
Small Spirits Moon as a time for self-
reflection while the Sioux knew it as 
The Moon when Deer shed their 
Antlers or the Buffalo Cow's fetus is 
Growing Large. At the ranch it is The 
Frozen Water Bucket Moon. What a 
treat when it stays warm enough that 
frozen buckets aren't hauled back to 
the house. 

The snow and resulting cold put a 
stop to most field tiling operations. 
Ahead of the snow, one could see an 
uptick in urgency as machines and 
humans were moving at much more 
rapid pace. It also picked up the pace 
at the ranch as well. The bunny 
guards were put in place last Tuesday 
and not a minute too soon. The 
woody vegetation should slumber in 
peace now for the rest of the winter. 
Not long afterwards, the bred ewe we 
brought home from the kindly neigh-
bors' had a set of twins. When I'd 
checked her about 3:30 that after-
noon she hadn't done anything. 
When we did chores a few hours 
later there was a white buck lamb 
and a natural-colored ewe lamb with 
bizarre markings. 

They arrived far enough ahead of 
the cold, so they've been able to ad-
just. They're growing quickly so it's 
only a matter of time before their tails 
will need docking. 

Thanksgiving came and went. 
Another turkey on the charcoal 
Weber that Mitch hand selected for 
me. They're always good off the grill. 
Some are better than others, but this 
one was exceptional. Combined with 
all the fantastic sides Mrs. Cheviot 
had readied it was a downright feast. 
After cleaning up the mess and rest-

ing a spell, I loaded all our pumpkins 
and out of code produce up in the 
bucket on the tractor. It was depos-
ited in the pasture where we could 
watch the ovines from the hill above. 
Black Friday was a sunny day, and 
the sheep spent much of it noshing 
on their pumpkins and other assorted 
goodies. One could see cars slow 
down as they approached, watching 
the antics of the Cheviots and their 
lack of opposable thumbs on the hill-
side. 

The snow that arrived starting Fri-
day night wasn't expected to ac-
cumulate in the amounts that many 
measured. 

Reports of 8" - 9" were not un-
common and caused travel con-
ditions to deteriorate as the snow 
kept coming down. It was an unusual 
storm from that respect as it snowed 
almost steady from about 9 p.m. Fri-
day night until the early hours of 
Sunday morning. At the ranch, I'd 
readied the equipment by performing 
oil changes on Friday, a day that 
while cooler than we'd been experi-
encing pre-Thanksgiving, turned out 
to be downright pleasant. I also got 
the chains put on the 656, something 
that's a necessity with a 2WD tractor 
and a yard with only one flat spot in 
it. You discover that very quickly 
when moving snow uphill, some-
thing that just can't be helped some-
times. 

Snow removal didn't commence 
until Sunday morning. I hadn't put 
the snowblower on other than to 
move it out of the way, let alone to 
use it for the past two winters. In the 
meantime, upon neighbor Jon's ad-
vice I'd greased it up and lube the 
chains with JB chain lube last spring. 
I love the smell of that stuff, and it 
works very well. His advice was spot 
on as when I greased the five zerks 
on the blower, one could see fresh 
looking grease appear quickly. The 
drive chains shined up quickly when 
more chain lube was applied. It took 
a while to get it adjusted but the 
blower itself performed very well 
and didn't skip a beat. My greatest 
fear was catching a rock or a brick 
leftover from the well pit project. Ap-
parently my diligence when land-
scaping must've paid off as nothing 
damaging made its way into the 
blower, this time anyway. 

Poppy of course loved the new 
snow. The white background also 
helps her people avoid dog deposits 
on the lawn. 

It's certainly preferable to being 
held hostage by the aroma of dog 
poo on your boot in a warm automo-
bile. 

Temperatures haven't been bitterly 
cold yet and after the snow was 
moved, it gave Poppy a faster track 
for chasing bunnies. And are there 
ever bunnies to chase. Their tracks 
are everywhere and it's not unusual 
to see several at a time before bed-
time. Makes one feel even better 
about having all those bunny guards 
in place. During the daylight hours 
the squirrels take center stage al-
though they're not as numerous as 
some years. It doesn't matter. One 
squirrel is all it takes to keep Poppy 
occupied. The snow on the south side 
of the house isn't as deep either so 
that makes it less taxing on those 
stubby little Corgi legs. Helps main-
tain her girlish figure. 

See you next week..real good 
then. 

Should I stay or go?

Compostings
by Al Batt

Stress cannot exist in the presence of a pie
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These ideas are being written 
down on Saturday evening, after a 
day of snowfall, which covered ev-
erything outside with five or more 
inches of shiny white snow. By the 
time you read it on Thursday, the 
whole world will have changed 
again in some new, wintry way.  

Today, though, I am willing to 
say I am grateful for snowy days 
like this one. 

For one thing, we all hunker 
down in our homes and let go of 
the idea of going anywhere–all 
without any guilt about missed ap-
pointments or carelessly dis-
appointing others. Once the 
horizon disappeared, none of us 
really want to go anywhere any-
more.  

What struck me most today is 
that time seemed to be moving dif-
ferently. I have spent eight or more 
hours writing my numerous news 
pieces for this week’s edition, but I 
didn’t really feel the passage of 
time. Rather than minutes, the day 
seemed to be measured in snowfall. 

I would look outside and watch 
the birds coming to my feeders for 

a while, then return to my work. 
When I looked again, the tops of 
the feeders would have somewhat 
taller caps of snow, the feeders 
would seem somewhat emptier, 
and the birds would still be coming 
and going. 

Somehow the snow has managed 
to perch on even very small sur-
faces, including some lightcatchers 
hanging in my pergola. 

The snow resting on them seems 
as bright as light itself, and I can’t 
help speculating how the word 
“lightcatcher” has suddenly taken 
on additional meaning. 

Even now, after dark, the yard 
light is enough to make the snow 
sparkle. The sidewalk in front of 
the house, conveniently shoveled 
by someone other than myself, has 
gone from being a suggestion re-
garding the path to take to a some-
what rigid rule, since creating my 
own path across the yard will leave 
my shoes and clothing damp up 
past the height of my ankles. 

The black field across the road 
no longer soaks up all color, but is 
now serenely reflecting the moon-

light. 
I know that the numerous rabbits 

who like to munch on the dropped 
seeds under my birdfeeders will be 
leaving record of all their comings 
and goings as long as the snow 
stays as impressionable as it is right 
now. It’s deep enough that they will 
be leaving indentions the size of 
their whole bodies as they bounce 
forward across snow deeper than 

they are tall–except for their ears, 
of course.  I remember from past 
years, those rabbit-body impres-
sions look almost like human foot-
prints coming across the yard. 

So for now, I am enjoying and 
appreciating the snow. I know my 
feelings are likely to change tomor-
row when I have to relearn how to 
drive. 

Grateful for the 
snowy days

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion

SPARKLING - One of Deb’s sun catchers caught light in a dif-
ferent form when it acquired a cap of sparkling snow.

By KAY FATE, STEELE 
COUNTY TIMES 

The surviving driver of a fatal 
head-on crash near Hope earlier this 
month has been charged with felony 
criminal vehicular homicide.  

David Ramirez, 26, of Owatonna, 
made his first appearance Monday in 
Steele County District Court, where 
he was also charged with two counts 
of gross misdemeanor DWL.  

According to the statement of 
probable cause, Ramirez had a blood 
alcohol content of .20 after the Nov. 
4 crash near the intersection of 37th 
Avenue and 93rd Street southwest. 

Christine Possin, 71, of New 
Richland, was the other driver. The 
mother of nine and grandmother of 
44 was pronounced dead at the 

scene.  
When Steele County Sheriff’s 

deputies arrived, they found a pickup 
diagonally on the road; an SUV was 
in the west ditch, facing north. Both 
vehicles had heavy front-end dam-
age. 

Ramirez was sitting in the driver’s 
seat, as well as an open can of beer 
in the passenger side door.  

A handgun was found next to the 
driver’s seat in Ramirez’s vehicle, as 
well, the statement says.  

A Minnesota State Patrol recon-
struction determined Possin was 
driving south on 37th Avenue and 
Ramirez was northbound when the 
collision occurred.  

Residents in the area called 911 
after hearing the crash. 

Man charged in 
fatal crash

Christine Possin of New Richland died in the Nov. 4 head-on 
crash near Hope. The other driver involved has been charged 
with criminal vehicular homicide for allegedly being more than 
twice the legal limit for alcohol.



around the grounds if they wish.” 
According to Wadd, the whole 
team out at Farmamerica pitches 
in on the turkeys’ care, but the 
primary caregiver is Wadd, who 
pointed out that she also earned a 

special title over the past year, 
“Presidential Turkey Caretaker.” 

Since the birds arrived at Far-
mamerica, there have been a few 
times they’ve been needed else-
where, said Wadd, “The turkeys 
made their way to Waseca for the 
2024 Waseca County Chamber 
Farm & City luncheon in March. 
They also get moved over to the 
visitor center for different events 
when we have them.” The tur-
keys need their nails trimmed up 
to twice a year. Their bedding is 
kept meticulously clean, so that 
their feathers and legs are clear of 
debris. Baby wipes are used to 

wipe feathers and skin, since 
their gentle cleaning liquids don’t 
cause irritation or affect the bird’s 
natural oils. 

But the two “presidential” tur-
keys aren’t the only celebrities. 
Farmamerica also has Georgie 
the Kune Kune Pig. Two female 
companion turkeys have also 
been added, Frankie, a two-year 
veteran turkey of the farm, and 
Buddy, a second lady turkey who 
was added over the summer. 

It may surprise some to learn 
that Minnesota is the turkey cap-
itol of the United States with an 
output of 40 million turkeys an-

nually. The typical lifespan of 
those 40 million farmed turkeys 
is no more than 24 weeks. In con-
trast, Blossom and Peach get to 
live out the rest of their natural 
days with no concerns about 
Thanksgiving. According to Will-
mar area farmer and 2024 chair 
of the National Turkey Feder-
ation John Zimmerman, who 
raised them, the anticipated lifes-
pan for their breed is about four 
years. President Biden said Peach 
lives by the motto "keep calm 
and gobble on." Blossom's motto 
was "no foul play, just Minnesota 
nice." 
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day is a walk through the 1930s 
farmhouse, which has been dec-
orated for Christmas. The house 
was moved to Farmamerica from 
the Doyle farm near Waldorf. 
Visitors will find a number of op-
tions for warming themselves; 
numerous farm animals will be 
on display for visits. 

Also part of the Santa Experi-
ence is a coloring contest. The 
picture, which appears on page 5 
of this edition of the Star Eagle 
and can also be picked up at Far-

mamerica, features Santa in flight 
over a classic barn. Anyone can 
enter the coloring contest, which 
has age divisions of 0 to 4; 5 to 8; 
9 to 12; and 13 and above. There 
is no charge to take part. Com-
pleted sheets can be mailed to 
Farmamerica at 7397 360th Ave-
nue, Waseca, or dropped off at 
the site during the event or during 
open hours before then. 

Winners will be notified using 
email addresses. 

All of the attention to the barn 
reveals Farmamerica’s executive 
director Jess Rollins is strategic. 
The siding on the building is be-
ginning to deteriorate and thus is 
due to be replaced; anticipated 
cost is $90,000. Rollins points 

out fundraising has already 
begun, with a “Go Fund Me” 
page in place and the staff search-
ing for individuals, organizations 
and grant programs likely to sup-
port the cause. 

A smaller-scale form of sup-
port is the option to donate online 
while registering for Farmame-
rica events. Those who give $25 
or more are eligible to receive a 
commemorative Christmas orna-
ment. 

Rollins comments that, when 
speaking about Minnesota agri-
culture, barns are still inseparable 
from people’s concept of a farm. 
In use until just before it was 
moved to the site, the barn has 
been retrofitted with the stalls 

and stanchions it would have had 
in the 1930s, when most farms 
still had dairy cattle, kept horses 
as draft animals, and likely raised 
pigs or other animals for meat to 
be processed and preserved by 
the family. The giant “hay mow” 
up above stored fodder for the 
livestock and often served as 
something of a playground for 
children growing up on the farm. 

“We are glad to be preserving 
elements of that history,” says 
Rollins. “We will be grateful for 
any support people wish to pro-
vide.” 

The hope is to place new siding 
on the barn sometime in the 
summer of 2026. 

■ Barn 
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““There’s a lot of energy and 
excitement surrounding this,” 
says Waseca resident Jim Boer-
boom, who is part of a steering 
committee to form a Waseca area 
food cooperative. “People are in-
terested in a retail model that sup-
ports local growers and allows 
them access to locally raised meat 
and poultry. 

“Along with that, it brings the 
community together, gives them a 
shared interest and a gathering 
place where they can collaborate 
and learn from each other.” 

Investigation into the viability 
of a local food cooperative began 
about a year ago after Boerboom 
retired in 2016 from being deputy 
commissioner for the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture, and 
was challenged to make a differ-
ence.  

Building on a longstanding 
community interest in having a 
grocery store, Boerboom con-
cluded, “The corporate retailers 
have dismissed Waseca as a vi-
able market.” In other words, if 
the region is going to have a 
grocery store, it will be because 
the people of the area made it 
happen. 

He began looking into the steps 
it would take to open a food co-
operative in Waseca. There is now 
a 14-member steering committee. 
The initiative has its vision state-
ment and articles of organization 
in place, and has completed a pre-
liminary market assessment. 

“It’s a process that takes a lot of 
patience,” Boerboom observes. 
“The earliest we might actually 
see a store is about three years 
from now.” 

The differences between a typi-
cal retail store and a cooperative, 
he explains, rest in the types of 
products offered and the own-
ership model. 

Food co-ops emphasize locally 
produced, natural and organic 
goods which have experienced 
limited processing. The stores 
must conform to food safety and 
inspection rules, so they are not 
like a farmers’ market where 

items are purchased directly from 
growers and home producers. 

Cooperatives are owned by 
people who invest in the business 
by purchasing shares, and thus 
provide money which helps pay 
start-up and organizational costs. 
Owners elect a governing board 
which oversees store operations, 
but occasional major decisions 
are returned to the full ownership 
for a vote. Based on information 
gathered so far, Boerboom says 
the cooperative would need at 
least 500 members to be finan-
cially viable. He estimates at least 
$1 million will be needed to get it 
started, but points out low-interest 
loans and even grants are likely to 
be available. 

Anyone can shop at a cooper-
ative, but in exchange for their 
support, owners receive benefits 
which might include special dis-
counts or offers. 

Boerboom and others have 
toured four other cooperatives 
and received advice regarding 
topics from pricing to parking 
lots. Some of the most emphatic 
advice offered is that the store 
should have products or offers 
which lead shoppers to come to 
the co-op as their first stop. 

Boerboom says he is encour-
aged by the dedication and good-
will he has encountered so far on 
the journey. “These are com-
munity-minded people who want 
to do good things well,” he says. 
“They believe in the value of 
what they’re accomplishing, and 
they’re willing to help others 
along the way.” 

Boerboom says he welcomes 
the knowledge and talents each 
person brings to the process. 

Interested individuals can get 
involved at: 

Committee working 
toward an area food 
cooperative

City Administrator

FLUID CONVERSATION - New Richland city administrator Tyler Lendt had only been on the job for two days prior to attending a 
county-wide session with regional legislators in Waseca. Here, Lendt (at right) speaks with county land and water resources director 
Chris Howard (left). Also part of the conversation were Brian Martinson, an environment and natural resources policy analyst with 
the Association of Minnesota Counties and Waseca County commissioner De Malterer.                              Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently
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Kellie Mrotz 
Kellie Jean (Curran) Mrotz, 61, 

passed away on Nov. 25, 2025 at her 
home in Ellendale, Minnesota. Kellie 
was born on Nov. 5, 1964, in Omaha, 
Nebraska to Richard and Arlene 
(Koppit) Curran. She lived in Omaha 
and West St. Paul, before moving to 
Burnsville, Minnesota in 1976. She 
graduated from Burnsville High 
School in 1982, and began taking 
courses at the University of Minne-
sota, graduating with an Art History 
degree in 1990. As a student she 
would spend afternoons working at 
Cecil's Deli in the City Center, and 
her nights dancing under the lights at 
First Avenue. Kellie met Victor dur-
ing this time, with their first date 
being on July 13, 1990. 

On May 29, 1993, Kellie married 
the love of her life, Victor Mrotz, 
forming a dynamic couple that were 
loved by all they came in contact 
with. They lived in Minneapolis for 
a time in a small house on Drew Ave. 
As a new bride, Kellie spent her days 
working part time at Sterling Drug, 
walking the distance from their 
house on Drew Ave. This is where 
Kellie became a dog mom to her first 
dog, Waldo. Kellie and Waldo en-
joyed their daily walks around Lake 
Harriet, with fellow walkers often 

stopping them to inquire about 
Waldo who would stand proudly as 
Ms. Kellie visited with them. Waldo 
knew that he was but the excuse to 
talk to his beautiful owner. In 1997, 
they sold the small house and moved 
back to Ellendale, Victor's home-
town, where she indulged Victor in 
his dream to farm and raise cattle. 

Together, they raised two children: 
Hudson and Sophia. Kellie often said 
being a mother was the most impor-
tant job she ever had. 

She worked at Steve's Meat Mar-
ket before Hudson was born, and in 
2001, Victor and Kellie purchased 
the Hope Creamery to begin building 
their butter empire. Together, they 
sold millions of pounds to people 
around the world. She crowned her-
self as 'The Baroness of Butter.' Kel-
lie attended the First Lutheran 
Church in Ellendale regularly, teach-
ing Sunday School, serving on the 
board, directing Christmas programs, 
and doing the Lord's Work every 
chance she could. A lover of the holi-
days and music, she had a large col-
lection of Christmas CDs of all 
kinds, and they were played almost 
exclusively in the house from her 
birthday on November 5, until the 
first of the year. 

Kellie was an outgoing and bright 
woman with stylish wit, who was 

very proud of her family and the life 
they built. She was confident in her-
self and used that gift to uplift all 
who were around her. She enjoyed 
supporting her children, family, 
friends, and anyone in need. Kellie 
loved caring for her dogs and cattle, 
frolicking around the house to her 
record collection, chatting with 
friends and strangers alike over food 
and drinks, dancing to all kinds of 
music with her husband, and follow-
ing Jack Knife and The Sharps, a 
local rockabilly band from Minnea-
polis. 

Kellie was preceded in death by 
her father, Richard Curran and 
grandparents, Raymond and Dorothy 
Koppit and Dick and Vivianne Cur-
ran; uncle, Jay Zawodny; step-father, 
Louis Berney; father-in-law, Dale 
Mrotz; and beloved dogs, Waldo, 
Elvis, and Costello. 

Left to cherish her memory are her 
husband, Victor; children, Hudson 
and Sophia; mother, Arlene Curran; 
brother, Christian Curran; aunt, 
LaRae Zawodny; mother in-law, 
Barbara Mrotz; in-laws: Monty and 
Toni Mrotz, Lisa Mrotz, Daniel and 
Melba Mrotz, Lucille Lorraine, and 
Joe Knudten; grandchild, Luna 
Boettcher; her ranch dog, Maximus; 
as well as many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins who loved her dearly. 

Visitation was held on Tuesday, 
Dec. 2, 2025 at Michaelson Funeral 
Home, Owatonna, MN, from 4 p.m. 
- 7 p.m. A memorial service was held 
on December 3, 2025 at First Lu-
theran Church, Ellendale, MN at 11 
a.m., with a one-hour visitation be-
fore the service. She will be laid to 
rest at the First Lutheran Cemetery 
outside of Ellendale. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests you donate in Kellie's honor 
to your favorite church and/or your 
charity of choice.

Kellie Mrotz

Donna Rausch 
Donna Lee Rausch, age 92, of 

Mankato, MN, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by family 
after a courageous journey 
through illness. 

She was born on Sept. 26, 
1933 and raised in Hartland, 
MN. After marrying Billy 
Schue, she moved to the family 
farm where they raised four chil-
dren together and built a life 
grounded in love, laughter and 
hard work. She especially loved 
playing the piano and tending to 
her garden; every summer her 
flowers and vegetables were a 
reflection of her gentle care and 
quiet joy in simple things. 

After Billy’s passing, she later 
married Gerald Rausch, and for 
35 years they shared a beautiful 
life together at their lake home 
on West Jefferson Lake and dur-
ing winters in Arizona. They 
traveled the world, loved to 
dance and cherished time with 
friends and family. Her warm 
smile and kind spirit will be re-
membered by all who knew her. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren Susy Bengtson (Keith), 
Troy Schue (Chris), Stacey Eus-
tice (Todd), and Terry Schue 
(Erin); Stepchildren Randy 
Rausch (Connie), Rick Rausch 
(Terri), Dan Rausch (Tammy), 

Wendy Hager (Brian) and Ja-
nelle Pitts (Rick), as well as 
many beloved grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren who will re-
member her strength, humor, 
and grace. 

She was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Billy Schue, 
and by her parents Einar and 
Ann Christianson. 

Cremation has taken place. A 
celebration of her life was held 
at Hosanna Lutheran Church in 
Mankato on Tuesday, Nov. 18.  

Her family wishes to thank the 
staff at Ecumen Pathstone, Lau-
rels Peak Rehabilitation Center 
and St. Croix Hospice for their 
compassion and care.

Donna Rausch
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Chapter III, 1855 
Mr. Sutlief was thoroughly enam-

ored with Minnesota, as it then was, 
and lost no opportunity to proclaim 
her beauty and her merits. He was 
under agreement with Mr. Barrett, 
whom he had left upon his claim, to 
return in January; and on the 9th of 
that month, 1855, he started back to 
Minnesota with three pair of oxen, a 
wagon and a sleigh, some household 
goods, provisions, etc., and a few 
swine. He was accompanied and as-
sisted by the writer whom he had 
employed for a year to take charge of 
his Minnesota farming operations. At 
Fox Lake, Wis., they were joined by 
S. P. Child, of Waupun, Wis., then a 
boy of nineteen years. He was to as-
sist in driving the teams and the 
swine. He owned a few hogs which 
he drove with Sutlief’s herd.  

Nothing of striking importance oc-

curred on the journey until their arri-
val at La Crosse. At this point, they 
crossed the river after dark on thin 
ice that had formed after the January 
thaw. The act of crossing was a dan-
gerous one and a less venturesome 
man than Mr. Sutlief would at least 
have chosen daylight for the under-
taking. After crossing the river in 
safety, they proceeded about two 
miles, and, at nine o’clock in the 
evening, stopped at a small house oc-
cupied by a Mr. Plummer and his 
wife. Here two days were spent 
while Mr. Plummer was getting 
ready to join the company. It took 
nearly all of one day to haul the 
loaded vehicles to the top of the river 
bluff, and the party returned to the 
Plummer house for the night.  

All hands turned out early next 
morning, and the first rays of the ris-
ing sun found them on the trail going 

westward. The day turned out to be 
cloudy and stormy, but the drive was 
short, and  just before dark they 
stopped at a little frame house, near 
the road, about five miles southeast 
of the present village of St. Charles. 
The next morning, an early start was 
made so as to reach Rochester–then 
known as Zumbro Falls– that night, 
if possible. The weather that day was 
pleasant, but the snow was drifted 
deep in many places, and this made 
traveling very difficult. In some 
places it was necessary to either 
shovel out or unhitch the teams from 
the vehicles and drive them back and 
forth through the snow drifts, before 
attempting to pass through with the 
loads; and, although the teams were 
urged forward as rapidly as shouting 
and whipping would avail, it was 
eleven o’clock that night before the 
travelers reached a stopping place. 

The weather had turned very cold in 
the afternoon. Mr. Sutlief frosted his 
cheeks, ears, nose, and feet, and 
Messrs. Plummer, Griffin and S. P. 
Child frosted their toes slightly. 

The log hotel at which they arrived 
was already filled with travelers. The 
beds were all full, and the floors 
were nearly covered with sleeping 
men. There was no sleeping room for 
these last arrivals, except in a log 
shanty lean-to, with its Dutch fire-
place. This shanty afforded about the 
poorest protection from cold that 
could well be imagined, even by a 
western pioneer. The roof was made 
of oak shakes. The crevices between 
the logs were not yet plastered or 
daubed. The prairie blizzard whistled 
through the holes and crevices with 
a liberality altogether unpleasant that 
night. 

C h i l d ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  Wa s e c a  C o u n t y

LaVoy Ebnet 
LaVoy Gene Ebnet, 85, of New 

Richland, MN, passed away 
peacefully on Nov. 23, 2025. He 
was greeted with open arms by 
the love of his life, Mary, whom 
he missed dearly. 

LaVoy was born on Oct. 29, 
1940 to Victor Herman Ebnet and 
Edna Mae (Krueger) Ebnet on a 
farm in rural Waseca County, 
Minnesota. He began his educa-
tion in Waseca and later trans-
ferred to, and graduated from, 
New Richland High School. At a 
dance in Mankato, LaVoy met the 
woman he would eventually 
marry and raise a family with. 
LaVoy married Mary Alice 
Wilder on Feb. 7, 1961 and 
moved to a farm near New Rich-
land, MN. 

Farming was more than a job 
for LaVoy; it was a calling. For 
decades, he worked hard plant-
ing, harvesting, baling hay, show-
ing sheep, and milking dairy 
cows. After retiring, LaVoy 
couldn't stay away and continued 
to help his friends farm their land. 

Some of LaVoy's favorite pas-
times were fishing and camping. 
He and Mary would take the boat 
out to relax. Sometimes they even 
caught fish. They would haul 
their camper to dances, so they 
would have a place to stay when 
they exhausted themselves from 
spinning around the dance floor. 
LaVoy always kept a towel in his 
back pocket to wipe his brow! 
Dancing was LaVoy and Mary's 
passion and they met so many 
people who went on to become 
lifelong friends. 

LaVoy is survived by his four 
children: Carmen (Kevin) O'Re-
gan of Shakopee, MN; Vianna 
(James) Bohlen of Owatonna, 
MN; Rob (Linda) Ebnet of 
Waseca, MN; Michael Ebnet of 
Buffalo, MN; and foreign ex-
change daughter Susi Rothe (Ger-
win) of Germany/Austria; 
grandchildren Christopher O'Re-
gan, Ryan O'Regan, Anthony 
(Tiffany) Bohlen, Afton Breezer, 

Chris Steck (Miranda Kimbro), 
Michael Steck, Morgan Ebnet, 
Brady Ebnet, Anna (Declan) 
Thompson, Colby Ebnet, and for-
eign exchange granddaughter An-
nika (Marcel) Staats; great 
grandchildren Quinn Breezer, 
Lukas and Tate Bohlen and Jannis 
Staats. LaVoy is also survived by 
his siblings Bethel Bentley, Doris 
(John) Krause, Genelle (Bill) 
Hinchley, Bruce (Kaye) Ebnet, 
Gordon (Brenda) Ebnet, Gary 
(Jana) Ebnet, brother-in-law Jeff 
Wilder, sister-in-law Julie (Dan) 
Sonnek, sister-in-law Carol 
Wilder, and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and good 
friends. He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Mary Alice (Wilder) 
Ebnet, parents, Victor & Edna 
Ebnet, sister Beverly (Ebnet) 
Hinchley, and brothers-in-law, 
Bob Bentley and Donald Wilder. 

A visitation was held Wednes-
day, Dec. 3, from 3 p.m.-6 p.m. at 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in New Richland, MN. A 
funeral service will take place at 
St. Peter Lutheran Church in New 
Richland, MN on Thursday, Dec. 
4, 2025 at 11 a.m. with visitation 
one hour prior. Pastor Scott Wil-
liams will officiate. Interment 
will be at St. Peter Cemetery in 
New Richland, MN, following 
the service. A luncheon will fol-
low. 

LaVoy Ebnet
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Appeals Court judge arrested in Steele County
Minnesota Court of Appeals 

Judge Renee Worke of Owa-
tonna is facing legal trouble after 
being arrested for suspicion of 
driving while intoxicated over 
the Thanksgiving weekend in 
Steele County. 

The Steele County Sheriff’s 
Office responded to a vehicle 
stuck in a snow drift at U.S. 
Highway 14 and Interstate 35 
around 9 p.m. Saturday. A short 
time later, a deputy arrested 
Worke for suspected DWI and 
transported her to the Steele 
County Detention Center in 

Owatonna where she was 
booked and later released. 

As of Monday, Worke had not 
been charged. Steele County At-
torney Robert Jarrett was out of 
the office Monday and unavail-
able for comment about potential 
charges. 

According to Kyle Christo-
pherson, communications spe-
cialist with the State Court 
Administrator's Office, Worke 
will not be placed on leave. "If 
the judge is charged," he wrote, 
"the case will move through the 
court system like any other." 

Worke was appointed to the 
Minnesota Court of Appeals in 
2005, elected in 2006 and re-
elected in 2012, 2018 and 2024. 

Her current term expires in Janu-
ary 2031. Prior to the high court, 
she served as a judge in Waseca 
County.
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The Albert Lea Convention & 
Visitors Bureau invites residents 
and visitors to celebrate the magic 
of the season at the Annual Holi-
day Bazaar on Thursday, Dec. 11, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. in Historic Down-
town Albert Lea. First launched in 
2013, the Holiday Bazaar has be-
come a signature community tradi-
tion, bringing together families, 
local businesses, and partners for 
an evening of festive cheer and 
holiday spirit. 

This year’s event offers a wide 
variety of activities throughout 
downtown. From 4 to 6 p.m., 
guests can visit live reindeer at 
William Street Plaza, made pos-
sible by Renewal by Andersen of 
Albert Lea. At the same time, 
horse-drawn trolley rides will be 
available on Marion Ross Street, 
sponsored by the Albert Lea CVB. 
Free Photos with Santa will also 
take place from 4 to 6 p.m. at Wil-
liam Street Plaza, hosted by 
Angie’s Photography & Creations, 
with photos posted afterward on 
the CVB Facebook page. 

From 4 to 7 p.m., The Broadway 
will host a Holiday Market featur-
ing local vendors along with op-
portunities for photos with Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus. The Venture School 
Kids Market will be held at The 
Outlet and Creating Sew Much. 

Realty One Group will offer a fes-
tive photo opportunity and pop-up 
market during the same hours. A 
hot chocolate stand will be avail-
able at the CVB Office from 4 to 6 
p.m., made possible by Arcadian 
Bank. Carolers from Albert Lea 
High School and United Pre-K will 
perform throughout the event. 

At 6 p.m., the Santa Cruise will 
travel along Broadway from Slum-
berland headed North along 
Broadway, followed by the annual 
tree lighting ceremony at approx-
imately 6:30 p.m. in Central Park. 
The evening will conclude with 
All-City Christmas Caroling at 7 
p.m. in Central Park, featuring par-
ticipation from First Presbyterian 
and First Lutheran. 

“As Jolly the Elf, I can con-
fidently say this is the most magi-
cal time in Albert Lea,” said Holly 
Babcock with the Albert Lea CVB. 
“I can’t wait to see the reindeer and 
everyone downtown for a magical 
night!” 

The Albert Lea CVB extends 
sincere appreciation to all com-
munity partners, volunteers, and 
local businesses whose support 
makes this annual celebration pos-
sible. For additional event details, 
visit the Albert Lea CVB website 
or follow the organization on Face-
book. 

Star Eagle                                                                                                                                                Thursday, December 4, 2025     5

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 • info@nasinecfh.com

 ❉ New in 2022, one-level facility
 ❉ On-site crematory
 ❉ Pre-need insurance agent

 ❉ Dedicated staff including  
two full-time morticians 

 ❉ everything you need!

OLSON  EXCAVATINGOLSON  EXCAVATING
 ✽ GPS Controlled 

   Drain Tile Installation
 ✽ Open Ditch Clean Cut
 ✽ Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
 ✽ Concrete And Tree Removal
 ✽ Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
 ✽ Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
 ✽ Snow Removal & Sanding

Brandon Flatness, Owner » shop 507-845-2440 cell 507-383-2008

Hartland

MN

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr 
NE, Rochester, MN 

55906

Mankato
(507) 720-0250

287 St Andrews Dr 
#100, Mankato, MN 

56001

Blooming 
Prairie

(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E, 

Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage 

Rd, Owatonna, MN 
55060

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave 
N, New Richland, 

MN 56072

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

Time of the year for deer hunting fever
It's that time of year known as 

Deer hunting fever. It affects not only 
the hunter but also the deer.  

Two of my better stories of how it 
affected deer are:  

1. The big Buck following a Doe 
and he didn't see the School Bus until 
his antler hit and held the door into 
the school bus open.  

2. The big buck chasing away 
other bucks as they tried to get close 
to his female “Cloth Decoy.”  

Two of my better stories of how it 
affected the Deer hunter. 

1. The hunter went deer hunting 
with his gun and the bullets of his 
wife's gun not realizing the mistake 
until opening morning on his stand 
as he tried to load  his gun with her 
bullets from the gun. 

2. The deer hunter opening morn-
ing walked the wrong way  before 
daylight to find a deer hunter in his 
stand. He knew something was 
wrong when the other hunter started 
talking in a foreign language.  

Where I usually hunted deer was a 
real disappointment as I saw no deer 

and heard only one shot the first 
morning of the hunt.  

The above (very few deer) caused 
Genie and I to enjoy the life of the 
great north in the different way for 
example: 

1. Observing wildlife especially 
birds fore example:  

BlueJays, Chick-A- 
Dees, Nut Hatch including Pygmy 

Nuthatch, Eagles, Snow Birds, 
Ravens, Woodpeckers. Most lof the 
birds seen were early AM. 

We ate a number of meals away 
from our fantastic Chalet located 
overlooking a bay on Leech Lake. 
The name of the resort is “Blue 
Water” . This time of the year the 

lake water has a deep blue looking to 
it. 

We arrived at “Blue Water Resort” 
on Thursday, November 6, 2025. Our 
son is flying into Duluth for the last 
few days of the deer hunting to join 
us and then flying back to where he 
lives in Buffalo, New York. Genie 
and I will be returning to Albert Lea 
at the same time.  

The weather here has been very 
wrong for this time of the year. We 
got here on the 6th of November 
with temps in the fifties and sixties 
every day for the high. The temp 
high for every day has been above 
freezing. There have been boats of 
fishermen every day. Leech Lake has 

been producing perch to those will-
ing to hold off putting boats and mo-
tors away for now.  

As we have only one car here, 
Genie and I have to agree on the use 
of the car. Genie asked me to go 
along to a store called “Toss and 
Found Boutique” which is located in 
Longville, Minnesota. (The same 
town as the turtle races in the sum-
mertime.)  

An update on the deer situation:  
Genie has seen three deer and I 

have seen two deer. Together we 
have seen four deer-no shots. How 
can the total together be four deer? 

A big shout out to Amber for help-
ing put this column together and 
ready for going to print in the New 
Richland Star Eagle Newspaper. 

 
— — — 

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) 
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on 
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children, 
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if 
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it, 
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There 
is always room for God.

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

fact or fiction
…you decide

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

Compiled by BRENDA DOKKEN (10/2/25) 
In this picture is the Ellendale Mercantile Co., with Hans Midge and John Lageson as the proprietors. The brick veneer was added 

in 1914.

HERITAGE BITS

CAR WASH 
& COIN 

LAUNDRY

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

24
HOURS

Full line of cardio, free 
weights, power racks, 
dumbbells, barbells, & 
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

LERBERG’S

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING Name: Age: Email:

COLORFUL - Fill in the page with your most creative and colorful design. Then, bring it with you 
to Farmamerica’s Santa Experience for your chance to win! Age groups are 0-4, 5-8, 9-12 and 13-
99.  This year’s Santa Experience promises to be the most magical experience of the holiday sea-
son. Reserve a spot to meet Santa in Farmamerica’s charming red barn and enjoy a festive, 
authentic farm experience. Tickets for this event must be purchased online. farmamerica.org/events

‘The Story 
Show’  
seeking 
submissions

It's official. The next 
edition of The Story Show 
will be Saturday, March 7, 
2026 at The Marion Ross 
Performing Arts Center in 
Albert Lea. The show's 
theme is “We Belong,” and 
all proceeds will go toward a 
new fresh bread collabo-
ration between Mom's Bread 
Co. and the Ecumenical 
Food Pantry (First Presbyte-
rian Church) in Albert Lea. 

If you have a personal 
story to share that connects 
with the “We Belong” 
theme, we would love to 
have your submission. Have 
you ever felt a strong sense 
of belonging in our country, 
our community, our work-
places, our schools, or other 
social groups? Was there a 
time when you didn’t feel 
like you belonged? Tell us 
your story! 

Stories often work best 
when they focus on a spe-
cific event or experience. 
Stories should be about 5-8 
minutes in length or about 
900-1400 word count. The 
story submission deadline is 
January 24. You can submit 
stories to 
alstoryshow@gmail.com.  

Albert Lea CVB  
announces annual 
Holiday Bazaar in 
Downtown Albert Lea 

Story 
idea? 

507-463-8112
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@]c N`\c `]c a[bc /bQc -ZW[X`_YM9`\aX`_YM
4XXb_Y`XbM;b_bK`c9ZU[c?W[^^XcUZ\X]DcO`]IbaM
O`XXc ab`Rc Z]c W^_Wb\_bYTc a[b\bD]c U^^Yc _bQ]
`_YcObaab\c_bQ]cQ[b_cZacW^Rb]ca^ca[bc>7>GM
><c]b`]^_L
C[bcU^^Yc_bQ]'
C[bcJ`_a[b\]c`\bcW^RZ_Uc^NNc`_^a[b\cKb\S

]a\^_Uc]b`]^_cZ_cQ[ZW[ca[bScW^RPZXbYc`cQZ_M
X^]]c \bW^\Yc^Nc >*M0cQ[ZXbc `YK`_WZ_Uc a^c a[b
]a`abca^V\_`Rb_aL
C[bcObaab\c_bQ]'
/^O^YScU\`YV`abYc^NNca[bc>7>&M>Gc] V`YL
2ac Xb`Kb]c[b`YcW^`W[c3_ZI`cJbab\]^_c`_Y

[b\c`]]Z]a`_a]cO\ZRRZ_UcQZa[c^PaZRZ]RL
Jbab\]^_TcQ[^c[`]c`cA$>MAAAc\bW^\YcZ_cAA

]b`]^_]c `]c a[bc J`_a[b\]Dc [b`Yc W^`W[Tc Z]
`]]Z]abYc OSc +^[_c?W[VXa6Tc)`SXbScB`Rb\b\T
1ba]Sc CQbZac `_Yc :`\\Sc /SYbUUb\Lc ?W[VXa6
Q`]c a[bc J`_a[b\]Dc [b`Yc W^`W[c Q[b_c a[bS
`YK`_WbYca^ca[\bbc]a\`ZU[ac]a`abca^V\_`Rb_a]
`_YcQ^_caQ^c]a`abcW[`RPZ^_][ZP]L
@Nab\c U^Z_Uc 0MAc Z_c a[bZ\c YZKZ]Z^_c ^Nc a[b

;^P[b\cB^_Nb\b_WbcX`]ac]b`]^_Tca[bcJ`_a[b\]
\`_cZ_a^ca^VU[cW^RPbaZaZ^_c`ac]a`abTcN`XXZ_Uca^
bKb_aV`Xc W[`RPZ^_c J\^KZYb_Wbc @W`YbRS
`_Yc?`VIcBb_a\bLcC[bc P\bKZ^V]c a[\bbc Sb`\]
a[bSc`X]^c`W[ZbKbYc>7c^\cR^\bcKZWa^\Zb]c`_Y
\b`W[bYc a[bc ]VOM]bWaZ^_c W[`RPZ^_][ZP

U`RbTc N`XXZ_Uc a^c =48c ^_Wbc `_Yc :B=8
aQZWbLcC[bcJ`_a[b\]cQb\bcAGMAc`U`Z_]ac]bWM
aZ^_c^PP^_b_a]cX`]ac]b`]^_L
H=bD\bc b,WZabYc a^c Ubac a[bc ]b`]^_c V_Yb\M

Q`STHc]`ZYcB^`W[cJbab\]^_L
C[bcK`\]ZaSc\^]ab\cZ_WXVYb]c]b_Z^\]c;`OOS

?W[X``Ic E<MN^^ac UV`\YFTc �VZ__
"`_8`XYbU[bRc EGMA7c UV`\YTc B`R\S_
"`_8`XYbU[bRc EGMA7c UV`\YFc `_Yc B[X^b
?a^\Ic E<M7c N^\Q`\YFTc .V_Z^\]c 26XbSc 1^b\_b\
EGMGc UV`\YFTc \baV\_Z_Uc N\^Rc `c a^\_c @B:
Z_.V\SFTc BX`\`c 1Vb_Y^\Nc EGM$c UV`\YFT
?`K`__`[c %`\\c EGM0c N^\Q`\YFc `_Yc )SXZb
3X]^_c E<M>c Wb_ab\FTc ]^P[^R^\b]c 46\`
1^b\_b\cEGM(cUV`\YFTc)bX]Zbc;b[\IbcEGM<cN^\M
Q`\YFc `_Yc@Xb,`_Y\`c 4]a\`Y`c EGM(c Wb_ab\FT
N\b][Rb_c +VXZb`__c =^OO\^WIc EGM<c UV`\YFT
@XS_`c ;\^]I\bVa6c EGM(c N^\Q`\YFTc 4RZXZ`
?a`Y[bZRc EGM<c UV`\YFTc +^bSc -^]]Z_Uc EGM0
UV`\YFc`_Yc@VO\bSc9b_Y\ZWI]^_cEGM<cUV`\YFT
`_Yc bZU[a[MU\`Yb\c 9`YXbSc -^bIb\c EGM<

UV`\YFL
#_N^\aV_`abXScN^\ca[bcJ`_a[b\]Tc3X]^_c]V]M

a`Z_bYc `c a^\_c @B:c Z_c P\`WaZWbLc @_Yc 46\`
1^b\_b\cZ]c`Q`aZ_Uc`_c8-2c^_c[b\cI_bbL
:`]acSb`\D]cJ`_a[b\]cPX`SbYca[bZ\cOb]acO`]M

IbaO`XXcY^Q_c a[bc]a\baW[Tc`_YcJbab\]^_c]`ZY
ZaD]c bKZYb_ac a[bSc b_.^Sc PX`SZ_Uc O`]IbaO`XX
a^Uba[b\L
H:`]acSb`\Tc a[Z]c ab`RcPX`SbYc Za]cOb]acO`]M

IbaO`XXc Q[b_c Zac R`aab\bYc R^]aTc R`IZ_U
]R`XXMa^Q_c[Z]a^\ScQZa[c`c ]a`abc a^V\_`Rb_a
a\ZPTHc]`ZYcJbab\]^_LcH=bc\baV\_c^V\cNVXXc\^]M
ab\Tc OVac Q[`a5]c bKb_c R^\bc b,WZaZ_Uc Z]c a[b
U\^VPc Za]bXNLc C[b]bc UZ\X]c Ub_VZ_bXSc b_.^S
ObZ_Uca^Uba[b\TcC[bScW[bb\cN^\c^_bc`_^a[b\T
WbXbO\`abc b`W[c ^a[b\5]c ]VWWb]]b]Tc `_Yc PV][
b`W[c^a[b\ca^cObcObaab\cbKb\ScY`SLH
C[bcJ`_a[b\]c `\bTc `WW^\YZ_Uc a^cJbab\]^_T

HB^RPbaZaZKbTc `a[XbaZWTc `_Yc ]ZRPXSc `c NV_
U\^VPca^cW^`W[Lc=bc[`Kbc]PbbYTcQbc\bO^V_Y
QbXXTc`_YcQbcX^Kbca^c\V_ca[bcNX^^\Lc3V\cU^`X

Z]ca^cW\b`abcW[`^]c^_cYbNb_]bc`_YcR`IbcbKb\S
P^]]b]]Z^_ca^VU[cN^\c^V\c^PP^_b_a]LH
@_YcJbab\]^_cY^b]_DacRZ_YcZNca[bcJ`_a[b\]D

]W[bYVXbcZ_WXVYb]c]^Rbc]a\^_Uc^PP^_b_a]L
H=bc N`Wbc `c W[`XXb_UZ_Uc ]W[bYVXbTc `_Y

Qb5\bc b`Ub\c a^c Obc ab]abYc a[\^VU[^Vac a[b
Sb`\THc ]`ZYcJbab\]^_Lc H3V\c N^WV]c Z]c a^c IbbP
ZRP\^KZ_Uc QZa[c bKb\Sc P\`WaZWbc `_Yc bKb\S
U`Rbc]^c a[`acQb5\bc^_Wbc`U`Z_cPX`SZ_Uc^V\
Ob]acO`]IbaO`XXcW^RbcPX`S^NNcaZRbLc:`]acSb`\
Q`]c]PbWZ`XTcOVaca[Z]cZ]c`cO\`_Yc_bQc]b`]^_T
`_YcQb5\bc_^ac]baaXZ_ULc2a5]caZRbca^cUbacO`WI
a^cQ^\ILH
C[bc J`_a[b\]Dc ]a\b_Ua[]Tc `WW^\YZ_Uc a^

Jbab\]^_Tc`\bc[`KZ_Uc`c]a\^_UcU\^VPc^Nc`a[M
Xbab]Tc^Kb\`XXcab`Rc]PbbYTc`_Yc\bO^V_YZ_UL
9b\cOZUUb]acW^_Wb\_'
/VROb\]L
H#_N^\aV_`abXSTc _VROb\]c `W\^]]c a[bc ]a`ab

`\bc Y^Q_c N^\c UZ\X]Dc O`]IbaO`XXTHc ]`ZYc a[b
W^`W[LcH9^PbNVXXSTcQbcQ^_DacX^]bcIZY]cYVbca^
]ZWI_b]]LH
Jbab\]^_c]`ZYca[bcJ`_a[b\]DcIbSca^c]VWWb]]

Z]c]ZRPXbL
H3V\cIbSca^c]VWWb]]ca[Z]c]b`]^_cZ]cPX`SZ_U

J`_a[b\c O`]IbaO`XXTHc ][bc b,PX`Z_bYLc H=b
Q`_ac a^c \bO^V_Yc `_Yc \V_c a[bc NX^^\c bKb\S
W[`_WbcQbcUbaTcPV][Z_Uca[bcabRP^c`_YcW^_M
a\^XXZ_Uca[bcP`WbLc�bNb_]ZKbXSTc^V\cU^`XcZ]ca^
W\b`abc `]c RVW[c [`K^Wc `]c P^]]ZOXbTc ]a`SZ_U

`UU\b]]ZKbc`_Yc Z_ab_]bcQZa[^VacUbaaZ_Uc Z_a^
N^VXca\^VOXbLH
:`]ac Sb`\Tc a[bc J`_a[b\]c PVXXbYc Y^Q_c `_

ZRP\b]]ZKbc AT*&0c \bO^V_Y]Tc ^Va\bO^V_YZ_U
^PP^_b_a]cOScR^\bca[`_c*G7c^Kb\ca[bcW^V\]b
^Nca[bc]b`]^_L
HC[`acbNN^\ac^_ca[bcO^`\Y]cW\b`abYcW^V_aM

Xb]]c]bW^_Yc`_Yca[Z\YMW[`_Wbc][^ac^PP^\aV_ZM
aZb]Tc Q[ZW[c ^Nab_c R`Ybc a[bc YZNNb\b_Wbc Z_
WX^]bc U`Rb]THc ]`ZYc Jbab\]^_Lc HB^_aZ_VZ_U
a[`ac \bXb_aXb]]cRZ_Y]bac ^_c a[bcUX`]]c `_Yc^_
YbNb_]bc QZXXc Obc W\VWZ`Xc a^c ^V\c ]VWWb]]c a[Z]
Sb`\LH
Jbab\]^_c ]`ZYc a[`ac Q[ZXbc a[bc ;^P[b\

B^_Nb\b_Wbc[`]c]^Rbc]^XZYcab`R]c`U`Z_ca[Z]
Sb`\Tc][bc[^Pb]ca[bcJ`_a[b\]cQ^VXYcObcZ_ca[b
a^Pc N^V\c QZa[c +`_b]KZXXbM=`XY^\NM
JbROb\a^_TcC\Za^_c`_Yc9`SNZbXYL
C[bc J`_a[b\]c `\bc Z_c `c _bQc ]bWaZ^_c `_Y

WX`]]ca[Z]cSb`\Tc`]]ZU_bYca^c?bWaZ^_cA@L
H%\^Rca[bc\b]b`\W[c2DKbcY^_bTc2cQ^VXYcXZIb

a^c a[Z_IcQbcQ^VXYc Obc Z_c a[bc a^Pc N^V\cQZa[
?P\Z_Uc;\^Kb!8`ObXMB`_a^_Tc9`SNZbXYTc`_Y
;\`_Yc8b`Y^QLH
/^c R`aab\c Q[`ac [`PPb_]Tc a[^VU[Tc a[b

J`_a[b\]c X^^Ic XZIbc a[bSDXXc Obc `c NV_c ab`Rc a^
Q`aW[L
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“We want to rebound and run the floor every
chance we get, pushing the tempo and con-
trolling the pace.”

— NRHEG head coach Onika Peterson
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408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042
(507) 845-2100

LD-AG.com

Hartland

MN

OLSON
EXCAVATING
Brandon Flatness, Owner

shop507-845-2440 cell507-383-2008

KRAUSE

FEEDS & SUPPLIES
9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043
kfshope@outlook.com

Ag Equipment & Napa Auto Parts 
Family owned since 1966!!

229 3rd St NE
New Richland, MN

(507) 465-3237

Budach’s
IMPLEMENT, INC.
Budach’s

IMPLEMENT, INC.

agro-economicsinc

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775
121 3rd St. N.E.
 New Richland, 

MN 56072



Star Eagle S P O R T S Thursday, December 4, 2025 7

EFVD*8V;)A<=?G
40869/:5,-986

;[cd +cQd 1\W[Xb`YL@b]aXb`YL
0XXc`YbXcL6c`cPbd @\S[d GW[__X
Q]c^aX\`Sd acbVdS]bYRbacYd ^_Vcd abXL
c`acYd \`Y\P\YRbX^d O]_Vd Xb^ad Ncb]=^
^)RbYZ
,Rada[cdM\SSc^adb^c`Wcd_`da[cdVba

a[\^d ^cb^_`d VbNd Mcd a[cd Db`a[c]^=
X_`Sa\Vcd b^^\^ab`ad b`Yd [cbYd W_bW[T
G[bQ`d2b]^_`Z
2b]^_`TdQ[_=^d^a\XXdacbW[\`Sd\`da[c

+1@06d ^W[__Xd Y\^a]\WaTd [b^
]c^\S`cYd O]_Vd W_bW[\`Sd a[c
Db`a[c]^=d Q]c^aX\`Sd b`Yd Mb^cMbXX
acbV^TdW\a\`Sda[cdYc^\]cda_dQbaW[d[\^
_Q`dW[\XY]c`dW_VUcacd\`dba[Xca\W^Z
;bE\`Sd _Pc]d b^d [cbYd W_bW[d a[\^

^cb^_`d \^d (]cNd F_]NTd bd O_]Vc]
Db`a[c]dQ]c^aXc]Z
@cTd_OdW_R]^cTd^ab]a^dWXcb`dQ\a[db

7L7dWb]cc]dQ\`LX_^^d]cW_]YZ
2b^adNcb]=^dDb`a[c]^dO\`\^[cYdILI/

_Pc]bXXd b`Yd ILBd \`d a[cd 6_U[c]
F_`Oc]c`WcZ
4V_`Sd a[cd S]bYRbac^d Xb^ad Ncb]

Qc]cd F_Xcd @RaW[c`^d b`Yd @b]M_]
F]_VQcXXTd M_a[d _Od Q[_Vd )RbX\O\cY
O_]da[cd^abacda_R]`bVc`adMRadY\Yd`_a

cb]`d bd VcYbXd a[c]cZd F]_VQcXXd O\`L
\^[cYdXb^adcb^_`dQ\a[dbdJ<LIBd]cW_]Y
Q[\Xcd @RaW[c`^d Qb^d #LJBd MRa
UcbEcYdbada[cd]\S[ada\VcZ
4V_`Sd a[cd ]caR]`\`SdPb]^\aNdba[L

Xcac^dc$UcWacYda_d^[_QdS]cbadXcbYc]L
^[\Udb`Yd XcbYdMNdc$bVUXcTdb]cdIKJL
U_R`Yd*R`\_]d1Nb`dGW[XbbEdb`YdII.L
U_R`Yd c\S[a[LS]bYc]d 6]b[V
HbW_M^_`Zd ,_a[d )RbX\O\cYd O_]d ^abac
Xb^ad Ncb]d MRad Y\Yd `_ad UXbWcTd a[_RS[
GW[XbbEdY\YdQ\`dbdVbaW[d\`dGaZdDbRXZ
@cd ]cS\^ac]cYd b`d \VU]c^^\Pcd Q\`L
X_^^d]cW_]Yd_OdJ<L#Z
HbW_M^_`Td b^d bd ^cPc`a[LS]bYc]T

McWbVcd a[cd N_R`Sc^ad +1@06
Q]c^aXc]dcPc]da_d)RbX\ONdO_]da[cd^abac
a_R]`bVc`aZd @cd W_VU\XcYd bd ]cW_]Y
_OdJILJJZ
GW[XbbEdb`YdHbW_M^_`dU]_P\Ycda[c

Db`a[c]^dQ\a[dc$Uc]\c`Wcdbada[cd^abac
XcPcXZ
;[cd ]c^ad _Od a[cd ]caR]`\`Sd Pb]^\aN

VbaVc`d b]cd ^c`\_]d CNbaad 2b]^_`
9JIBd U_R`Y^Td a[cd ^_`d _Od G[bQ`
2b]^_`:"d *R`\_]^d F[b^cd H_[b``^c`
9I<<:d b`Yd ([b\Yc`d >bY^_`d 9I.BT
IBJ:"d ^_U[_V_]c^d F[b]X\cd ;ROac
9IJI:Td ?bE_abd GW[XbbEd 9IJK:d b`Y
+_b[d CcXXc]d 9I87:"d b`Yd O]c^[Vb`

&Qc`dGW[XbbEd9I7K:Z
F_]Nd^b\Yda[badQ[\Xcda[cdDb`a[c]^

Q\XXd V\^^d F]_VQcXXd b`Yd @RaW[c`^T
[cdOccX^da[cda[cdDb`a[c]^d[bPcd^[_Q`
a[cdQ\XX\`S`c^^da_dQ_]Edb`YdW_VUcac
[b]Yd bSb\`^adQ[badQ\XXd `_dY_RMadMc
^_Vcda_RS[dW_VUca\a\_`Z
ACcd Qb`ad a_d W_VUcacd _R]d Mc^a

cPc]Nd a\Vcd Qcd Scad _`d a[cd VbaT
]cSb]YXc^^d _Od _R]d _UU_`c`aTAd ^b\Y
F_]NZ
F_bW[d F_]Nd ^b\Yd a[cd Db`a[c]^=

Q\XX\`S`c^^da_dQ_]Ed[b]YdQ\XXdMcd_`c
_Oda[cd^)RbY=^d^a]c`Sa[^Z
ACcdE`_Qd[_Qda_dQ_]Ed[b]Ydb`Y

b]c`=adbO]b\Yda_dURad\`da[cdQ_]ETAd^b\Y
F_]NZd ACcd `ccYd a_d VbEcd ^R]cd Qc
McX\cPcd \`d Q[bad Qcd b]cd Y_\`Sd b`Y
a[bad Qcd b]cd WbUbMXcd _Od W_VUca\`S
Q\a[dcPc]N_`cZA
;[cd EcNd a_d ^RWWc^^d O_]d a[c

Db`a[c]^!
A>bEcd ^R]cd Qcd ^abNd W_`^\^ac`a

Q\a[dM_a[d_R]da]b\`\`Sdb`Yd\`dW_VUcL
a\a\_`d b`Yd McX\cP\`Sd \`d _R]d bM\X\aN
Q[c`d Qcd ^acUd _`d a[cd VbaTAd ^b\Y
F_]NZ
F_]Nd U\WE^d (c`N_`LCb`bV\`S_

b^da[cdacbVda_dMcbad\`dM_a[da[cdW_`L
Oc]c`Wcdb`Yd^cWa\_`Z

EFVD*8V;)A<=?G
40869/:5,-986

C[\Xcd a[cd +cQd 1\W[Xb`YL
@b]aXb`YL0XXc`YbXcL6c`cPbd @\S[
GW[__XdM_N^=dMb^EcaMbXXdacbVdY\Yd`_a
[bPcdbdS]cbadYcbXd_OdQ\`^d Xb^adNcb]T
a[cd J7JBLJ8d Db`a[c]^d [bPcd ^_VcL
a[\`SdN_Rd*R^adWb`=adW_bW[Z
;[cNd[bPcda[cdY]\Pcda_dScadMcaac]Z
;[cdDb`a[c]^TdW_bW[cYdMNdO_]Vc]

+1@06d ba[Xcacd ?b`d GW[V\YaTd b]c
W_V\`Sd _OOd bd ^cb^_`d \`dQ[\W[d a[cN
O\`\^[cYd.LJJd_Pc]bXXdb`Yd<LIJd\`da[c
6_U[c]dF_`Oc]c`WcZ
4WW_]Y\`Sd a_d GW[V\YaTd a[cN=]c

[_U\`Sda_d\VU]_Pcd_`da[baZ
;[cdDb`a[c]^dS]bYRbacYd^_VcdabXL

c`acYdUXbNc]^dO]_VdXb^adNcb]=^d^)RbY5
6]cN^_`d GW[bcOc]Td Hb^cd (`RY^_`
b`Yd4\Yc`d@b``bZ
GW[bcOc]Td a[cd Db`a[c]^=d >_^a

 bXRbMXcd DXbNc]d Xb^ad Ncb]Td Qb^d a[c
acbV=^dXcbY\`Sd]cM_R`Yc]db`YdbdWbUL
ab\`TdMc\`Sd`bVcYd a_d a[cd&Qba_``b
Dc_UXc^d D]c^^d 4XXL4]cbd acbVZ
(`RY^_`Tdbd a[]ccLNcb]dPb]^\aNdUXbNL
c]Td Qb^d bX^_d bd WbUab\`d b`Yd bX^_
`bVcYda_da[cdDc_UXc^dD]c^^d4XXL4]cb
acbVZd @b``bd Qb^d a[cd a[\]Yd WbUab\`
Xb^ad^cb^_`Z
1caR]`\`SdPb]^\aNdba[Xcac^d\`WXRYL

cYd a[cd W_bW[=^d ^_`Td ,]c`Yb`
GW[V\YaTd bd 8LO__aLId *R`\_]d SRb]YZ
4X^_dMbWEdO]_VdXb^adNcb]db]cd2bP_`

HcQ\^_`d 98L<d *R`\_]d O_]Qb]Y:Td?_V
&X^_`d9BLKd*R`\_]dSRb]Y:db`YdFbXP\`
+\^^c`Td bd BLKd ^_U[_V_]cd SRb]Y
W_V\`Sd_OOdbd^a]_`SdO__aMbXd^cb^_`Z
;[cd ]c^ad _Od a[cd Pb]^\aNd ]_^ac]

\`WXRYc^d ^c`\_]^d ?c^[bQ`d H_`c^
9^[__a\`Sd O_]Qb]Y-U_Qc]d O_]Qb]Y:T
&Qc`dCbN`cd9U_\`adSRb]Y-^[__a\`S
SRb]Y:Td HR^a\`d ,cbRPb\^d 9U_\`a
SRb]Y-^[__a\`Sd SRb]Y:Td @RY^_`
F[]�d 9U_\`ad SRb]Y-^[__a\`Sd SRb]Y:
b`Yd 6bP\`d 2cQ\^_`d 9^[__a\`Sd O_]L
Qb]Y-U_Qc]d O_]Qb]Y:Td *R`\_]d 4ZHZ
?cc`d 98LJd U_Qc]d O_]Qb]Y-Wc`ac]:T
^_U[_V_]c^d Gcb`d 2b^^b[`d 9U_\`a
SRb]Y-^[__a\`Sd SRb]Y:d b`Yd �b`Yc]
@b``bd 98L<d U_Qc]d O_]Qb]Y:Td b`Y
O]c^[Vc`d >bWEd 6\XX\Xb`Yd 9U_\`a
SRb]Y-^[__a\`Sd SRb]Y:Td ,]_WE
@_XXb`Yd 9^[__a\`Sd O_]Qb]Y-U_Qc]
O_]Qb]Y:d b`Yd(b^cNd HcQ\^_`d 9U_\`a
SRb]Y-^[__a\`SdSRb]Y:Z
C\a[d_`XNdO_R]dXcaac]Q\``c]^dMbWE

O]_Vd Xb^adNcb]TdF_bW[dGW[V\Yad ^b\Y
a[cd Db`a[c]^d Q\XXd Xcb`d [cbP\XNd _`
aQ_d]caR]`\`Sd^ab]ac]^Z
ACc=XXd Mcd b`d \`c$Uc]\c`WcYd acbV

Q\a[d *R^ad O_R]d Xcaac]Q\``c]^d ]caR]`L
\`STAd ^b\Yd F_bW[d GW[V\YaZd ACcd Y_
[bPcdaQ_d^ab]ac]^dMbWETd^_dQc=XXd]cXN
_`da[cVda_d[cXUdXcbYda[cdQbNZA
6bVcLMNLSbVcd \VU]_PcVc`ad \^

W]RW\bXdO_]da[cdDb`a[c]^=d^RWWc^^Z
ACc=]cd X__E\`Sd a_d \VU]_Pcd b^d b

acbVdb^da[cd^cb^_`dU]_S]c^^c^TAd^b\Y
GW[V\YaZd A4`Yd Q_]E\`Sd a_Qb]Y^
Mc\`Sd bd a_RS[c]d _Rad W_Vcd a_R]`bL
Vc`ada\VcZA
GW[V\Yad OccX^d S__Yd bM_Rad a[c

Db`a[c]^=d_Pc]bXXdc$Uc]\c`WcdUXbN\`S
Mb^EcaMbXXdb^dbd^)RbYZ
A;[\^d S]_RUd [b^d UXbNcYd bd X_ad _O

Mb^EcaMbXXd a_Sca[c]TAd ^b\Yd GW[V\YaZ
A;[c\]d W[cV\^a]Nd ^[_QcYdbd X_adYR]L
\`Sda[cd^RVVc]dXcbSRcd^cb^_`ZA
GW[V\Yad ^cc^d a[cd Db`a[c]^=

^a]c`Sa[^d b^d W[cV\^a]NTd ba[Xca\W\^VT
^[__a\`STd MbXXd V_PcVc`ad b`Y
R`^cXO\^[`c^^Z
@\^dM\SSc^adW_`Wc]`!
&Pc]bXXd\`c$Uc]\c`Wcdbada[cdPb]^\L

aNd XcPcXTd b`Yd bd ^[_]abScd _Od _Pc]bXX
[c\S[aZ

;[cdEcNd a_d^RWWc^^d O_]d a[cdJ7JBL
J8dDb`a[c]^!
A@_Qd)R\WEXNdQcdWb`dbY*R^ada_da[c

^UccYd _Od a[cd SbVcd Q\XXd UXbNd bd M\S
Ub]ad \`d a[cd ^cb^_`TAd ^b\Yd F_bW[
GW[V\YaZdACcdQb`ada_dScada_dScad_Ra
b`Yd ]R`dV_]cd a[b`dQcd[bPcd \`dUb^a
^cb^_`^Tdb`YdUXbN\`SdQ\a[da[badUbWc
^[_RXYdW_Pc]d_R]dXbWEd_OdbdM\SdM]R\^L
c]d\`da[cdV\YYXcZA
GW[V\Yad bX^_d [_Uc^d a_d ^ccd [\^

^)RbYd )R\WEXNd Xcb]`d a[cd Db`a[c]^=
_OOc`^cd Q[\Xcd bUUXN\`Sd U]c^^R]c
YcOc`^\PcXNd b`Yd bX^_d U\WE\`Sd RU
+1@06=^dYcOc`^\Pcd^W[cVcZ
A'OdQcdWb`dU\WEdRUda[cd_OOc`^cdb`Y

UXbNdQ\a[dV_]cdU]c^^R]cTd'da[\`Eda[ba
Wb`d[cXUd_R]dS]_Qa[TAd[cd^b\YZdA;[\^
S]_RUd X\Ec^d a_d Scad _Rad b`Yd UXbNd \`

a]b`^\a\_`Td b`Yd McWbR^cd _Od a[c\]
W[cV\^a]NTd a[cNd Y_d bd S]cbad *_Md _O
V_P\`Sda[cdMbXXdb`YdO\`Y\`Sda[cd_Uc`
acbVVbacZd,RN\`Sd\`a_da[cd_OOc`^\Pc
b`YdYcOc`^\Pcd^W[cVc^dQ\XXdMcdPc]N
\VU_]ab`aZA
;[cd6_U[c]dF_`Oc]c`WcdObP_]\ac^T

bWW_]Y\`Sd a_d GW[V\YaTd b]c
Hb`c^P\XXcLCbXY_]OLDcVMc]a_`d b`Y
;]\a_`Zd;[cdacbV^da_dMcbad\`dGcWa\_`
J4d bUUcb]d a_d Mcd HCDTd GU]\`SO\cXY
b`Yd>b`Eba_d2_N_XbZ
GW[V\YaTd ^ab]a\`Sd [\^d O_R]a[d ^cbL

^_`d b^d a[cd Db`a[c]^=d [cbYd W_bW[Td \^
b^^\^acYd MNd 4b]_`d 6\XX\Xb`YTd ;NXc]
GW[XbbETd H_cd '^Yc]d b`Yd H_[`
>W6\``\^Z

*+7'3;7416;,/6889
&8�5$;&25"0)!299;:-:(.:%

+_PZdJBdP^ZdC0>TdKdUZVZ
?cWZd.dP^Zd2cGRcR]L@c`Yc]^_`TdK
UZVZ
?cWZdBdP^Zd,X__V\`SdD]b\]\c
?cWZd8dP^Zd>bUXcd1\Pc]TdK5IB
?cWZdIJdbad,ca[Xc[cVd4WbYcVNT
KdUZVZ
?cWZdI8dbad>cYO_]YTdKdUZVZ
?cWZdI#dP^ZdHCDTdKdUZVZ
?cWZdJJdP^Zd>b]a\`dF_R`aNdCc^aT
K5IB
?cWZdJ<dbadCb^cWbTdK5IB
Hb`Zd<dbadGaZdFXb\]TdKdUZVZ
Hb`Zd8dP^Zd%`\acYdG_Ra[dFc`a]bXT
KdUZVZ
Hb`Zd/dP^Zd;]\a_`TdK5<7
Hb`ZdI<dP^ZdC0>TdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdIBdbad6]b`bYbL@L0FTdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJ7dP^Zd>cYO_]YTdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJJdbad1b`Y_XU[dKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJ8dbadHCDTdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJ/dP^Zd(c`N_`LCb`bV\`S_T
KdUZVZ
3cMZdJdbad%`\acYdG_Ra[dFc`a]bXTdK
UZVZ
3cMZd<dP^Zd+\W_XXcaTdK5IB
3cMZdKdP^ZdFXcPcXb`Ydbad>G%TdK
UZVZ
3cMZdI7dbad>bYcX\bTdKdUZVZ
3cMZdIJdbad;]\LF\aNd%`\acYTdK5<7
3cMZdI<dP^Zd4XYc`LF_`Sc]TdK5IB
3cMZdIKdP^Zd>b`Eba_d2_N_XbT
K5IB
3cMZdJ7dbadC0>TdKdUZVZ

*+7'3;7416;,/6889
34#95$;&25"0)!299;:-:(.:%

+_PZdJBdP^Zd3b\]V_`aTdK5IB
?cWZdJdP^ZdC0>TdKdUZVZ
?cWZd/dbad>bUXcd1\Pc]TdK5IB
?cWZdIJdP^Zd,ca[Xc[cVd4WbYcVNT
KdUZVZ
?cWZdI<dP^ZdHFFdbad>bUXcd1\Pc]
?cWZdI8dP^Zd>cYO_]YTdKdUZVZ
?cWZdI/dbadHCDTdKdUZVZ
?cWZdJ<dP^ZdCb^cWb
?cWZdJ/dbad2FC>d'`PZTdBdUZVZ
?cWZd<7dbad2FC>d'`PZTdBdUZVZ
Hb`Zd8dbad%`\acYdG_Ra[dFc`a]bXTdK
UZVZ
Hb`Zd/dP^Zd;]\a_`TdB5.BdUZVZ
Hb`ZdIJdP^ZdGaZdDcac]TdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdI<dbadC0>TdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJ7dbad>cYO_]YTdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJJdP^Zd1b`Y_XU[TdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJ.dP^Zd@_R^a_`Td85<7
Hb`ZdJ8dP^ZdHCDTdKdUZVZ
Hb`Zd<7dbad(c`N_`LCb`bV\`S_TdK
UZVZ
3cMZdJdP^Zd%`\acYdG_Ra[dFc`a]bXT
KdUZVZ
3cMZd<dbadG_Ra[Xb`YTdK5IB
3cMZdI7dbadGaZdFXb\]TdKdUZVZ
3cMZdI<dbad4XYc`LF_`Sc]TdK5IB

*+7'3;7416;,/6889
�#05)94 1;:-:(.:%

?cWZd.dbad,X__V\`SdD]b\]\cTdK
UZVZ
?cWZd8dbadGaZdHbVc^d'`PZTd/5.B
bZVZ
?cWZdIIdP^ZdCc^aO\cXYTdKdUZVZ
?cWZdIJdbad2bEcP\XXcdG_Ra[Td.5<7
?cWZdI/dbad1cYQ__Yd bXXcNTd.
UZVZ
Hb`ZdJdP^Zd,X__V\`SdD]b\]\cTdB
UZVZ
Hb`Zd#dP^Zd;]\a_`TdGaZdFXb\]Td8dUZVZ
Hb`ZdIBdP^ZdC0>-HCDTdKdUZVZ
Hb`ZdIKdbad@bNO\cXYd'`PZTd/dbZVZ
Hb`ZdJJdbadCb^cWbTdBdUZVZ
Hb`ZdJ.dbad&]_`_d'`PZTd/dbZVZ
Hb`ZdJ/dbad(c`N_`LCb`bV\`S_TdK
UZVZ
3cMZdBd@_Vcda]\b`SRXb]Td8dUZVZ

4�'5+ #54
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New coach
for NRHEG
wrestling
ARU@VKSV9RVORIV9F
>SP@RPV$UTKJRPVBSPF
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Wagner Foods

newrichlandgrocery.com

Mon-Sat:
8 am - 8 pm

Sun:
9 am - 5 pm

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway

New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for 
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats, 
friendly service & great prices!

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr NE

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews 

Dr #100

Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit 
to the dentist?

Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000

1170 E Frontage Rd

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave N

30877 MN-13 
Hartland, MN 56042
(507) 845-2400 

tntbodyshop.com
SERVICES

• Collision Repair
• Factory Matched

• Paint Services
• Frame Alignments

• Frame Straightening
• Towing Services
• Paintless Dent 

Repair
• Car Rental Service

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

507-465-3552 
102 Broadway Ave N,

New Richland, MN 56072

“For All Your Auto Repair Needs”

New Richland 
Auto Repair

Isaac Kofstad
OWNER

246 Third Street N.E.
New Richland, MN 56072
1-507-463-3261

STATE BANK
OF NEW RICHLAND

103 N Broadway • P.O. Box 68
New Richland, MN 56072
Phone: (507) 465-3218
Fax: (507) 465-8118
24H Phone Banking: (507) 465-3373
Web: sbnr.biz • Email: info@sbnr.biz

We are an independent & locally 
owned bank proudly serving our 

community since 1898!

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091
PH: (507) 239-2166
FX: (507) 239-2249

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

WALDORF



ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship 
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 
6 p.m. Bible Study 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor Trish  
Reedstrom 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship, Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meeting 
(first Wednesday) 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; 
Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*      *     * 
CROSS OF GLORY 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Tuesday - Council meeting 
(First Tuesday) 

*     *     * 
WEST FREEBORN 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship  
Monday - Council meeting 
(First Monday of the month) 
Friday - Quilting meets 9:00 
a.m. twice a month, see news-
letter for dates. 

*     *     * 
HARTLAND  

EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
MANCHESTER  
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN 
Manchester, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Father Glenn Frerichs 

Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 
4th Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 

Geneva, Minnesota 
Pastor Leandra Anderson 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship (times 
very for holidays) 
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

*     *     * 
SIMPLY CHURCH 

105 Second Street North East 
Geneva, Minnesota 

Todd Lundgren, Pastor 
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*    *     * 
VIBRANT LIFE 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
CHURCH 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor David Modder 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 
a.m. Kids church  
Check the website for additional 
updates 
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor Kyle Smith 

Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer 
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 6 p.m. Confirmation; 7-9 
p.m. Youth Group (No confir-
mation during summer) 

*     *     * 
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Randy Cirksena, Pastor  
Sunday - Summer Service time 
is 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday school. (No summer 
sunday school) 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday 
School from Oct through May 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for those 
wanting to listen through their 
car radios at FM 90.7 

*     *     * 
EAST FREEBORN  

LUTHERAN 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for those 
wanting to listen through their 
car radios at FM 89.3 

*     *     * 
FAMILY OF FAITH  

COMMUNITY CHURCH 
An Eagle Brook viewing 

church 
101 East Park Ave 

Hollandale, Minnesota 
           Rev. Neal Ooms 
Sunday— 8:45 a.m. Coffee fel-
lowship; 9:20 a.m. 

Worship/Kids Church starts 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH LCMS 

Hollandale, Minnesota 
Pastor Jesse Krusemark 

Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA 
Rural Ellendale 

Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, 

ELCA 
Meriden, Minnesota 

Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
PONTOPPIDAN LU-

THERAN 
Lemond Township 

Pastor Dave Klawiter 
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship  

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC 

Hope, Minnesota 
Pastor Sandy Miller 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 
a.m. Youth/Adult Study 

*     *     * 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Clarks Grove, Minnesota 
Pastor James Cameron 

Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 

CHURCH of LITOMYSL 
Father Peter Schuster 

Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass 
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during 
Mass 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith 
Formation classes for grades K-
Confirmation 
www.litomysl.webs.com 
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com  

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 
a.m. Sunday School and Bible 
Study 

 *         *         * 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL UNITED 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
PEACE UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 

Waldorf, Minnesota  
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 

Waldorf, Minnesota 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45  a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-

ident 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament 
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Ac-
tivities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A 
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE STAR 
EAGLE. 

I know that snow isn’t exactly my 
friend when it comes to being too 
much snow. I have found that there 
are certain things that I can no longer 
do. My days of shoveling a lot of 
snow (anything over 3-inches) are 
over. My son, Brian, and my daugh-
ter-in-law, Kim, along with their son, 
Taylor, came over and shoveled for 
us. They, along with our son, Brad, 
have been good to take care of us 
whenever we need help with some-
thing. It is hard for me not to be able 
to do many of the things that I used 
to do. 

I have always welcomed a fresh 
snow, but I would be happy with 3-4 
inches of it at the most. Having a 
splash of snow for Christmas Eve 
would be enough to last me for a 
while. I enjoy taking in the beauty of 
a snowfall at night. I believe that 
snow with the moonlight reflecting 
off it can create a Christmas card ef-
fect. 

I've been at the cabin in either late 
fall or early spring when we have had 
a significant snowfall. For some rea-
son, this always gives me a warm, 
fuzzy, feeling. Maybe it’s the kid in 
me or is it the fact that I don’t need 
to shovel it? 

I don’t believe that there is a cozier 
feeling than having a layer of snow 
in the woods and being inside with 

the wood stove heating up the cabin. 
Breakfast always seems to taste just 
a little bit better when at the cabin. 
That’s probably why I gain a couple 
of pounds every time that I visit the 
cabin.  

Until next time: Explore the out-
doors this winter by hunting Minne-
sota small game. 

Hunting pheasants, ruffed grouse, 
squirrels or rabbits offers opportuni-
ties to enjoy the Minnesota outdoors 
as winter begins. 

“Winter is a fun time to get out in 
the crisp air and hunt small game,” 
said Benji Kohn, volunteer mentor 
program coordinator with the Minne-
sota Department of Natural Re-
sources. “These hunts can be a lot 
like hikes with the added challenge 
of pursing some excellent table fare.” 

The pheasant hunting season is 
open through Jan. 4, 2026. On Dec. 
1, the daily bag limit increases to 
three roosters, with a possession 
limit of nine roosters. Pheasant 
numbers were up nearly 50% over 
last year and were 21% above the 10-
year average, according to the DNR 
August Roadside Survey, available 
on the DNR pheasant hunting web-
page. The best places to find pheas-
ants at this time of year are tall grass 
or cattail marshes. Hunters should re-
member to exercise caution around 

thin ice. 
Grouse hunting season is also 

open through Jan. 4, 2026. Winter-
time grouse hunters might find suc-
cess during the “golden hour,” the 
last hour before sunset, when ruffed 
grouse move out of their snow roosts 

to feed. 
Please take the time to remember 

our troops that are serving now and 
those that have served before them. 
They are the reason that we have all 
of the Freedoms that we enjoy today. 

by Dick Her昀ndahl
Outdoors Writer

 Woods and Water

It’s beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas

L O O K I N G  B A C K
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Wagner Foods

newrichlandgrocery.com

Mon-Sat:
8 am - 8 pm

Sun:
9 am - 5 pm

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway

New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for 
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats, 
friendly service & great prices!

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330 

Locally Organized, Owned 
& Operated since 1939

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN
(507) 465-3292

Exceptional
care by and for

Exceptional
People!

agro-economicsinc

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775
121 3rd St. N.E.
 New Richland, 

MN 56072

T H O M P S O N
SANITATION,  INC.

thompsonsanitation.com

Clarks Grove Offi ce:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
 Phone: 507-256-4370

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS • RECYCLING

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

EST 1973
Award Winning Home-Cured Meat Products

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042
(507) 845-2100

LD-AG.com

LomaAzulMexicanRestaurantMN.com

34 1st Street SE, Wells, MN
(507) 553-5031

Mon, Wed, Thur: 11 am-8 pm 
Fri-Sat: 11 am-7 pm, Closed Tue

ORDER
ONLINE!

25 years ago 

- Kari Klug spent ten days as a People To People Student Ambas-
sador in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales in July. A contrib-
ution toward her expenses was made by the New Richland Lions 
Club. Thursday evening Kari shared her experience of the trip with 
Lions members. Lions members found her album of 400 photos very 
interesting. Seated is Lion Gary Lust. Other Lions standing are from 
the left: Earl Parriott, Bob Frisk, Stan Getskow and Dale Bay-
erkohler.  

- More than 200 attended the 4-H Achievement Day dinner and 
awards presentations at FarmAmerica, Sunday, November 12. 4-H’ers, 
friends and donors celebrated the many accomplishments of the past 
year by Waseca county 4-H members. Michelle Singlestad received the 
4-H Key Award, the highest recognition a 4-H member can receive state-
wide. She also earned the 4-H Spirit Award for outstanding leadership 
and involvement in the 4-H program. Matt Hines and Pam Kipp were 
awarded the “I Dare You” plaques given to emerging youth leaders in 
the county. Steve Scheffert, who directed the county Arts-in program, 
received the Volunteer of the Year plaque.  

- Plans are to replace the New Richland Care Center resident van soon. 
Staff at the Care center have been assisting in raising funds by holding 
fund raisers and in any other way possible. Recently a $1,000 check, to 
be added to the funds, was presented to Care Center Administrator Sue 
Johnson by Elmer VandenHeuvel from Geneva’s Community Lutheran 
Endowment.  

 
50 years ago 

- Roy Johnson of New Richland points to one of the interesting 
stamps he has in his extensive collection. He has every issue from 
1940 to the present time in glass cases. That's 35 years of stamps 
under glass. Of course he has a large collection of older stamps, 
which is not complete. In the background is just one of the tool 
boards in his neatly arranged shop behind his home, here.  

- Postmaster Tom Baynes announced this week the appointment of 
Donald L. Smith as rural mail carrier on Route 1, New Richland, replac-
ing W.E. “Bud” Mertz.  

- Lynn Ewald of Waldorf exhibited the champion Polled Hereford 
heifer in the junior show at the recent American Royal Livestock 
Show in Kansas City, Mo. Picture with KF Miss Boj Wdr, 69, who 
topped the summer yearling class of the 33-head show, are from the 
left: Lynn’s brother, Jay Ewald; Judges Larry and Elizabeth Coon, 
Bethel, Mo.; and Lynn’s brother Guy Ewald at halter. The winning 
heifer, a June 18, 1974 daughter of Gold Trophy Sire Kiyiwana New 
Trend, was bred by Kiyiwana Farm, Stormville, N. Y. 

 
75 years ago 

- Mr. and Mrs. Ray H. Miller announce the arrival of a son, Neil Alan, 
at the Memorial hospital, Waseca, December 21.The little fellow is the 
third child in the family and weighed in at 7 pounds, 10 ounces. Mrs. 
Miller and son were released from the hospital Christmas and returned 
to their home west of town.  

- Heilman Brothers Garage, local GMC truck dealers, were the suc-
cessful bidders for the new school bus which the New Richland school 
board had advertised for estimates. The new bus will be a 2-ton GMC 
chassis fitted with a Superior 42-48 passenger body. Cost for the bus 
complete will be $4992.70 with delivery promised by April 1. 

SNOWFALLS - Shown here are some pictures of spring snow-
falls at the cabin. One is of the Pileated woodpecker checking 
the suet feeder for food. Another is of the hill across from 
Academy Park which was usually very busy in the winter. 
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1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939

NEW RICHLAND
13984 215th Avenue,
New Richland, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789
Fax: (507) 465-3258

FAIRMONT
620 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 238-1355

ALL TYPES OF METAL

POOLEY’S
& RECYCLING& RECYCLING

WE BUY

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$$$
PAID

pooleysscrapiron.com

BOHLEN
PLUMBING, HEATING & AC

324 Broadway Ave N, 
New Richland, MN 56072

(507) 465-8376

507-456-5128507-456-5128
www.hollandauction.comwww.hollandauction.com

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, MN
507-256 - 4712

Serving Southern 
Minnesota for over 

45 years!

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Waseca, MN 

 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 mrpagencyllc.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 

Open  
Monday-Friday

1330 State Ave, NW 
Owatonna, MN 55060

507-414-8090

NEW!NEW!
Radel Court is Ellendale’s newest maintenance-free apartment living with a modern feel.

NOW LEASING!NOW LEASING!
6-month, 12-month and 18-month lease terms

 For more information, contact Jason at (507)676-8300

• 1 & 2 bedroom open 昀oor units— Now Leasing!
• Spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances

• Large living area with hardwood style 昀ooring
• Storage closets available • Pet friendly • Off-street parking • Secure access

• Fully furnished social space for large gatherings that includes a TV and 昀replace
All nestled on multiple acres of manicured lawn and woods, adjacent 

to a city park and conveniently located just off Interstate 35.

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of 
State 
Certificate of Assumed Name 
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333 
 
The filing of an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for 
consumer protection in order to enable 
customers to be able to identify the true 
owner of a business. 
 
ASSUMED NAME: SPORTS-
MEN’S 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS: 
1818 STATE ST N WASECA MN 
56093 USA 
 
APPLICANT(S): 
Name: KAMLESHKUMAR PATEL 
Address: 1843 ATWOOD A VE 
JOHNSTON RI 02919 USA 
 
If you submit an attachment, it will be 

incorporated into this document. If the 
attachment conflicts with the infor-
mation specifically set forth in this doc-
ument, this document supersedes the 
data referenced in the attachment. 
 
By typing my name, I, the undersigned, 
certify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this document 
on his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have completed all 
required fields, and that the information 
in this 
document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that 
by signing this document I am subject 
to the penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath. 
 
SIGNED BY: KAMLESHKUMAR 
PATEL 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 1818 
STATE ST N WASECA MN 56093 
 

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES:
kennypatel1967@yahoo.com 
 
Work Item 1593518000028 
Original File Number 1593518000028 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA OFFICE OF 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

FILED 
10/23/2025 11:59 PM 
Steve Simon Secretary of State 
 
Published in the NRHEG Star Eagle on 
November 27th and December 4, 2025

N O T I C E
Berlin Township Board Meeting

��n�a� December 15December 15, 2025
7:00 p.m. in the Ellendale Comm. Bldg.

(in the Board Room)

Helen Schmidt, Berlin Township Clerk 

Residential • Lakeshore • Multi-FamilyResidential • Lakeshore • Multi-Family
Rural Properties • Farmland Rural Properties • Farmland 

Buying or Selling
CALL US TODAY!

507-456-0816
kimberg.edinarealty.com

Kim & Marcia Berg
REALTORS®

NRHEG Independent School District #2168 
Notice of 

Proposed Property Taxes 

The school board of NRHEG Independent School District 2168 will hold a public hearing on its current 
budget and on the amount of property taxes it is proposing to collect in 2026 to pay the costs of the 
district for the 2026-2027 school year. 

Attending the Public Hearing 
All residents of the school district are invited to attend the public hearing of the school board to
express their opinions on the current budget and on the proposed amount of 2025 payable 2026
property taxes.  The hearing will be held on: 

Monday, December 15, 2025 at 6:00pm 
New Richland Secondary School 

Media Center 
306 Ash Avenue South 

New Richland, MN 

The public may access a YouTube live stream and/or recording of the meeting by going to the District 
Website under Our District – School Board – School Board Meeting Live Stream/Recordings or by going 
to https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeJxHiECoUTI90UwNd2p0KA.   

The public may submit comments/questions prior to and during the Truth in Taxation meeting using 
this email address:  tnt@nrheg.k12.mn.us 

Public Notice / Invitation for Sealed Bids  
NOTICE OF SEALED BIDS – SALE FOR REMOVAL (GARAGE) 
NRHEG Public Schools will accept sealed bids for the purchase and removal of one detached garage lo-

cated on District-owned property at 608 Broadway Avenue S., New Richland, MN 56072. 
Bid Due: January 15, 2026, 3:00 p.m. at the District Office, 306 Ash Avenue South, New Richland, MN 

56072. 
Bid Opening: Bids will be publicly opened and read immediately following the deadline. 
Pre-Bid Site Visit: Upon request, please contact the District Office 
The successful bidder must: 
Remove the garage and all related debris no later than June 1, 2026. 
Obtain and pay for all required permits, inspections, and utility disconnects. 
Provide proof of insurance and performance deposit before beginning work. 
The garage is sold as-is, where-is, with no warranties. The District reserves the right to reject any or all 

bids. 
Bid packets are available at the District Office or on the District website. 
By order of the School Board, 
NRHEG Public Schools

MEGAN SORENSEN
REALTOR®

(651) 247-4612
MEGAN@NORDHAUS.REALESTATE
FACEBOOK.COM/MEGANSORENSEN

B�k time to meet with me

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com
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Sport/Activities: Football, Wreslting, Baseball, FCA Grade: Junior What do you like most 
about participating in the activities that you are involved in? Having fun with my teammates. 
What motivates you to do your best? My coaches and family. Who is your role model and 
why? My dad and my brother are my role models because they always push me to be my best. 
What advice would you give to other students? Get in the weight room. What makes you a 
good teammate for the sport/activity you’re involved in? I try to have a good attitude going 
into practices and games and keep the energy up.

Sport/Activities: Yearbook, One Act Play, Wrestling Stats, FCCLA, Knowledge Bowl, Track, Student 
ambassadors, Reader’s Theater Grade: Senior What do you like most about participating in the 
activities that you are involved in? Being involved in activities at NRHEG is being able to be a part 
of doing good things for our school and community. I enjoy showing up to these activities and being 
able to plan events to give back to the community we live in or for the less fortunate. I love to represent 
our school being a part of these activities, and showing up makes me feel good about what we’re doing. 
What motivates you to do your best? The people around me. My family is always very supportive 
and motivating for all the activities I’m in and I know I can always talk to them about the things I‘m in-
volved in. My friends also motivate me and lift me up whenever I need it and they show me that I can 
keep going. Who is your role model and why? My biggest role model would be my mom. She is ex-
tremely inspiring and has the motivation and dedication I strive to have in my life. She always teaches 
me to see the positive in everything and everyone. What advice would you give to other students? 
Make the most out of school. Find genuinely good people that you enjoy being around. Find what you 
are good at and try the thing you’ve maybe always been afraid to.  What makes you a good teammate 
for the sport/activity you’re involved in? Something that makes me a good leader for activities is 
that I tend to show up, even if other people don’t. I like to give my all for everything, so I can be involved 
the best and most I can be. 

Got news?  463-8112


