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So do not fear, for 
I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for 
I am your God. I 
will strengthen you 
and help you; I will 
uphold you with my 
righteous right 
hand.  

Isaiah 41:10

A word from 
The Word

Sheriff reports 
incident occurred 
near Alden in 
Freeborn County

Man dies 
following 
shooting

The Freeborn County 
Sheriff’s Office said a man is 
dead following a shooting in 
rural Alden Wednesday 
evening. The sheriff’s office 
said it responded to the 
shooting at 5:12 p.m., fol-
lowing a “disturbance.” 

Authorities say once they 
arrived, they found a 45-
year-old man with two gun-
shot wounds to the chest. 
The man was subsequently 
transported to Alden where 
he was stabilized before 
being transported by Mayo 
Air to Rochester. 

This man would die from 
his injuries a couple hours 
later, according to police. 

Another man, as well as a 
woman, who both reportedly 
reside at the same residence, 
were transported by ground 
ambulance. However, au-
thorities say their injuries are 
non-life-threatening. 

The sheriff’s office said a 
man was detained for ques-
tioning before being re-
leased. Authorities added the 
four adults involved in the 
incident are related, and 
there is no ongoing threat to 
the public. 

The identities of those in-
volved have not been re-
leased at this time. 

Barnyard Treasures 
Fall Festival on  
Saturday, Oct. 4 

The Barnyard Treasures Fall 
Festival will take place start-
ing at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 4. 
There will be numerous  ven-
dors present, including sour-
dough at 8623 SW 108th St. 
New Richland, MN. 

———————————— 
Colorful Clothespin 
Magnets at New  
Richland on  
Wednesday, Oct. 8 

Make the ordinary more ex-
traordinary with this simple, 
useful craft that turns clothes-
pins into floral magnets at 
New Richland Public Library 
at 10:15 a.m. Wednesday, Oc-
tober 8. Free and geared for 
adults. 

———————————— 
NRHEG one mile 
Color Run, Walk or 
Stroll in Ellendale on 
Saturday, Oct. 11 

All interested are invited to 
join NRHEG for the one mile 
Color Run, Walk or Stroll 
event in Ellendale on Sat-
urday, October 11 at 5 p.m. 
The fun, family-friendly 
event is a fundraiser for the 
community inclusive play-
ground. Music, face painting 
and a food truck with dona-
tions accepted. Event check-
in will start at 4 p.m. 
Registration is due by Sept. 
26 online; cost is $30. In-
cludes a t-shirt. Age 4 and 
below, free. 

———————————— 
8th Annual Diabetes 
Rally WOW! Zone in 
Mankato on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 

The 8th Annual Diabetes 
Rally will take place at the 
WOW! Zone in Mankato from 
8:45-11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 
11. This will honor BDG 
Steph Gurney.  

Homecoming Royalty

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

It was the lunch hour on a weekday, but cus-
tomers who saw the “breakfast” banner next to 
Kate Pearl’s Kitchen, a food trailer parked along 
Waseca’s West Elm Avenue that day, were buying 
two and three sandwiches at a time. One customer 
mentioned it had been a surreal moment; she had 
only just uttered the words, “And now it’s too late 
to get breakfast,” when the banner came in sight. 

Others said they had been unable to resist the 
aroma of the cooking sausage and eggs. 

Inside the trailer, owner and operator Katelyn 
Klug, 32, circulated among the various stations 
as she prepared, served, and received payment for 
the sandwiches. 

She has been operating her own enterprise 
since May, after starting out in food service about 
10 years ago. She has worked at various venues 

in the field, most consistently as backup and heir 
apparent to her uncle Tom Klug of Otisco Valley 
Growers, who began selling breakfast sandwiches 
at the Mankato farmers’ market about 25 years 
ago. 

With Tom currently selling sandwiches and 
frozen forage-fed meats at the Waseca market, 

Katelyn says the largest share of her business is 
filling the role he left open by moving. The 
Mankato market is a bustling place, she com-
ments, with sandwich sales frequently reaching 
as many as 220 in a morning. 

Kate Pearl’s 
Kitchen 
brings  
satisfaction 

FOOD FUN - Katelyn Klug is the owner and operator of Kate Pearl's Kitchen, a food 
trailer which serves breakfast sandwiches at various sites in the area. Brad and Gratia 
Johnson placed orders with Katelyn Klug at her food trailer Kate Pearl's Kitchen, which 
was located along West Elm Avenue in Waseca last week.   Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

At the start of the school year, 
NRHEG family and consumer 
sciences (FACS) teacher Calle 
Chartrand cautioned the 20-some 
students who signed up for the 
school Pro-Start program “this is 
a year-long commitment.” She 
says she warned them they need 
to be serious about the rules and 
practices of preparing safe food 
using safe methods, and that they 
are part of a team with important 
goals to accomplish. 

“They agreed they were ‘all 
in,’” she concludes. 

The Pro-Start program is part of 
NRHEG’s career and technical 
education (CTE) program, as are 
courses in woodworking, weld-
ing, and machine maintenance 
taught in other parts of the build-

ing. 
Students Camryn VanMaldeg-

hem and Lexi McGanon are in 
their second year of Pro-Start; 
more than 20 others are in the first 
year. Camryn and Lexi explain 
the very first element of the 
course is to learn about the ele-
ments of safe food preparation, 
study, and then take the state cer-
tification test on the topic. The 
test is the same as the one re-
quired of specified workers in the 
food preparation industry. 

“No one cooks until they’ve 
passed the test,” comments Lexi. 

Once the cooking and baking 
begin, participants learn by doing, 
and even sometimes by compet-
ing. Camryn and Lexi describe 
“wing wars” from last year, when 

Pro-Start classes begin 
"farm to table" project

CROWNED - Congratulations to 2025 Homecoming Queen Chloe Riewer and Homecoming King Jordan Brouwers. Riewer is the 
daughter of Andrew Riewer and Jodi Riewer and Brouwers is the son of Jessica Brouwers.                    Star Eagle photos by Deb Bently

Farm continued on 7

Kitchen continued on 2

CHEFS - Pro-Start "kitchens" prepared frosted pumpkin bread 
as a way to practice their skills. This kitchen includes (from left) 
Camryn VanMaldeghem, Charlie Fuller, Justin Beauvais, and 
Kaleb Hughes.                                      Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

GREEN GARDEN - NRHEG students (from left) Anika Ladlie, 
Lexi McGanon and Camryn VanMaldeghem water recently-
planted herbs in the NRHEG greenhouse. When they're mature 
enough, the rosemary, thyme, peppermint and other herbs will 
be used in cooking projects in Pro-Start classes at the school. 
Planned for the future are vegetables, including lettuce, toma-
toes, peppers and others.                    Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

Ways to 
contact the 
Star Eagle: 

1. Call 507-463-8112 
2. E-mail us at stea   
gle@hickorytech.net 
3. FAX 507-463-0504 
4. Drop box at Lerberg’s 
5. Mail: P.O. Box 248, 
 New Richland, Minn., 
 56072



The last time former Star 
Eagle Publisher Lavonne Meyer 
and I visited, it started when she 
banged on my front door, wak-
ing me up from a peaceful sleep. 

She was mad.  
After I relieved myself, got 

dressed, and hurriedly put on 
shoes (without socks), I opened 
my front door to see which 
building was burning down. 

This was the only time I was 
ever yelled at by Lavonne so I 
knew she wasn’t really mad 
about her subscription to the 
paper.  

After a number of seconds I 
stopped her from speaking by 
telling her I would not come to 
her house and speak to her this 
way.  

She calmed down right away 
and we went into my office to 
chat, rather than at my front 
door. 

I asked her what was wrong. 
She told me about her sub-

scription bill problem. I told her 
I had to create a new system for 
billing subscriptions and some 
mistakes were made that could 
not be corrected until infor-
mation never previously com-
municated to me, was 
communicated.  

She was understanding. 
She then told me about another 

problem, a lack of a receptionist. 

This was shortly after Reed 
Waller, longtime production 
manager, retired. I said I would 
get on top of it and I did, hiring 
my young cousin, Payge Ro-
sacker, a short time later. This is 
Payge’s first job and she’s in the 
middle of her second year now.  

Before Lavonne left I asked 
her what was bothering her (be-
cause it couldn’t be me who got 
her this worked up). She grew 
tearful and told me about a per-
sonal relationship that was hurt-
ing her emotionally. After 
hearing her out, I gave her a hug 
and walked her to her car.  

It makes me want to cry think-
ing back to this moment because 
this was the last conversation the 
two of us ever had.  

We can never know what 
someone else is going through or 
which moment together might be 
our final one. 

My first memory of Lavonne, 
as an employee of the Star Eagle, 
came when I was a very green 
19-year-old editor of the paper. 

She walked in with a big smile 
like the sun beaming, and told 
me I made it. She was proud of 
me.  

When I described the conver-
sation to my mother, my mom’s 
eyes grew wide and her voice 
took on a tone of surprise. The 
reaction was so unexpected, I re-
member it well to this day. Mom 
went on to tell me the compli-
ment was a big deal. Lavonne 
doesn’t just say things like that, 
Mom told me.  

I’m grateful I/we/the paper re-
ceived her blessing. 

We sat down about three years 
ago to write her, Lavonne’s 
story. I published it on the front 
page of the first ever edition of 
the Waseca County Pioneer. I 
waited to publish it in the Star 
Eagle until her death in March of 
this year, 2025.  

I wanted to honor her and her 
memory as best I could.  

What made me think about 
this, now?  

Two things. 

I was driving to Albert Lea 
Sunday and saw smoke billow-
ing out of Hartland. I almost did-
n’t stop to investigate but 
Lavonne's voice, telling me the 
story of her first story, taking 
photos of a dead body involved 
in a car accident, rang through 
my mind.  

Second.  
Last week I accidentally pub-

lished a photo with an advertise-
ment as a cutline by mistake. 
Payge had clipped the photo and 
ad together and I thought they 
went together. I’m very sorry for 
the mistake. It was my fault. I 
should have known better. But, 
the mistake got me thinking, all 
the way back to the reason I 
hired Payge. Because an upset 
reader banged on my door to tell 
me I did something wrong.  

Thank you Lavonne for look-
ing out for me and the paper. 

And to the Stennes, I’m sorry. 
And thank you for reading the 
paper. I still think about the story 
I wrote about Pete. It was one of 
my favorites. Right there with 
Lavonne Meyer. 

“Our memory is a more per-
fect world than the universe: it 
gives back life to those who no 
longer exist.” - Guy de Maupas-
sant 

“Every week is the same but 
different.” - Lavonne Meyer 
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FenceLines
by Mark Bernard

High and dry, the scurs and the 
Weather Eye were on target. Do 
we get another week, or do we 
get back to reality? Starting 
Thursday, sunny with highs in 
the mid-80’s and lows in the low 
60’s. Sunny on Friday with a fair 
chance of rain. Highs in the mid-
80’s with lows in the mid-60’s. 
Mostly sunny on Saturday with a 
modest chance of showers. 
Highs in the upper 70’s with 
lows in the mid-50’s. Sunday, 
cloudy with a modest chance of 
rain. Highs in the upper 70’s with 
lows in the mid-50’s. Mostly 
cloudy on Monday with highs in 
the upper 60’s and lows in the 
upper 40’s. Tuesday, partly 
sunny with highs in the low 60’s 
and lows in the low 40’s. Mostly 
cloudy on Wednesday with highs 
in the upper 60’s and lows in the 
upper 40’s. On the 6th we’ll drop 
below 11 hours and 30 minutes 
of daylight. Coincidentally, it’s 
also the date of the Full Moon. 
The normal high for October 6th 
is 64 and the normal low is 41. 
The scurs will be plugging in 
their electric blankets soon. 

The Full Moon as mentioned 
occurs on October 6th. It is aptly 
called the Harvest Moon as it is 
the Full Moon closest to the au-
tumnal equinox, this year any-
way. The Harvest Moon allowed 
those settlers to work into the 
night without the assistance of 
artificial light, gathering the Har-
vest that would take them and 
their livestock through the long 
winter months ahead. It would 
also allow settlers and native 
Americans alike to stock their 
larders with staples from the 
livestock and wild game. The 
Ojibwe knew this as the Falling 
Leaves Moon and the Sioux 
called it The Moon when Leaves 
Fall. At the ranch we call it the 
Transition Moon as we move 
into the cooler temps of No-
vember. Best have the well pit 
covered and be ready to com-
mence barn cleaning once the 
weather keeps us from doing 
anything more constructive. 

Harvest thundered along with 
farmers able to harvest almost at 
will, once the dew came off that 
is. Soybean harvest has moved 
quickly with many being over 
half done combining, with some 
being done and going after the 
corn. The hail from a couple 
weeks ago was a kick in the 
pants no one needed. If one had 
the proper insurance coverage to 
soften the blow, it helped. It still 
isn’t in most farmers’ minds as 
good as having the crop that 
might’ve been as opposed to 
watching the volunteer soybeans 
germinate only to become an ex-
pensive cover crop. Where the 
hail didn’t hit, reports are com-
mon of yields in the 60’s. Some 
white mold appeared late, taking 
the top end out of the yields in 
fields where there had been a his-
tory of the disease. No huge sur-
prise, and, as I’ve mentioned in 
earlier columns, it’s somewhat 
surprising it wasn’t worse given 
the heavy rainfall in July and Au-

gust. 
The garden is winding down. 

The cucumbers have slowed 
down. That or we’ve just become 
tired of picking them. That’s OK. 
The sheep can clean up the re-
sulting monster cukes. Likewise 
for the monster zucchini, al-
though some would argue that’s 
where they belong in the first 
place. Now we’ll focus our atten-
tion on the fall vegetable scene. 
Lots of Jack-Be-Little pumpkins, 
some regular pumpkins and 
gourds to be picked for decorat-
ing. Once the Indian corn is ma-
ture, it can be harvested to dry. 
The remaining carrots I’d 
planned to finish digging after all 
the rain are still there. The drier 
weather since that time should 
mean that the wait will make 
them that much sweeter. Alas, we 
weren’t able to plant the winter 
radishes and greens as planned. I 
suspect we’ll have plenty to do 
without that. 

I somehow managed to escape 
to Canada from Sept. 25th – 
30th. It was the only time sched-
ules would allow before getting 
in the middle of all the Fall activ-
ities at the ranch. Time to get 
away and exhale for a few days, 
although there were a lot of proj-
ects needing completion at the 
camp. Observing the flora and 
fauna is a large part of the experi-
ence. Loons calling off the end of 
the dock, followed by the appear-
ance of a Harris’s sparrow as we 
relaxed one late sunny afternoon. 
We see Harris’s sparrows pass 
through our yard every spring at 
the ranch, only to reputedly dis-
appear to the boreal forests far to 
our north. I now can confirm that 
is indeed true. 

Somewhat surprising, the fall 
colors weren’t at their peak yet. 
What wasn’t surprising was Ca-
nadian Hydro decided to shut the 
electricity off for maintenance, 
lasting over 12 hours. It’s under-
standable to a point. Not much 
topsoil to secure electric poles or 
bury the lines. There are a lot of 
electrical lines through the forest 
where trees could fall on them. 
There are a lot more trees than 
people to be sure. Still, I have to 
wonder what would happen in 
our area of southern MN if all the 
sudden the REC decided to shut 
down power for over 12 hours in 
our neck of the woods, er, prairie. 
It would not be pretty, I assure 
you. 

Have missed seeing Poppy’s 
happy little face. The barking, 
not so much perhaps, but you 
have to take the good along with 
the not so good. Lots of red 
squirrels at the cabin that 
would’ve certainly kept her oc-
cupied if she were here. There’s 
always the Corgi hair too, but 
judging by the looks of my com-
puter case, it appears she sent 
some along with me. A reminder 
that, along with lots of attention, 
she’ll need a good brushing upon 
my return. 

See you next week…real good 
then. 

Everybody needs 
a little time away
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Every week is the same but different

I’ve mentioned before that I 
like going to thrift stores. As far 
as I’m concerned, it’s the socially 
responsible way to shop. Rather 
than contributing to the exces-
sive trend of “out with the old, in 
with the new,” it’s a way to “re-
duce, re-use, recycle.” 

As I’m sure nearly everyone 
has, I have made some very sat-
isfying purchases–not only sav-
ing money, but also finding items 
with character and style. 

Apparently I came into the 
company of a truly like-minded 
individual last Saturday when I 
attended a “Hat Extravaganza” at 
Waseca’s Faith United Methodist 
Church. There, church member 
and Ellendale area resident Rob-
erta Walker was sharing infor-
mation about her hat collection, 
which numbers 150 or more. 

Roberta shared that nearly all 
of her hats–which not only range 
over every color in the spectrum, 
but also include neutrals and 
metallic colors–were purchased 
on the second-hand market. Very 

important to mention is that none 
of them looked used; instead 
they seemed as fresh and crisp as 
if they had just come from the 
milliner. 

By chance, also in attendance 
at the extravaganza was another 
person I think of when it comes 
to “reducing, re-using and recy-
cling,” a local woman I wrote 
about almost exactly one year 
ago, who spent seven years me-
ticulously sorting through her 
parents’ overwhelming collection 
of belongings and finding envi-
ronmentally responsible places 
where the widely varied assem-
blage of household and vintage 
items could be sent. 

As Roberta talked about ac-
quiring her hats, she made the 
statement that, when she sees a 
sign for a sale, her car “almost 
turns itself” to follow it. 

I couldn’t help smiling at that.  
I have been stopping at fewer 

sales these days, to a large degree 
because I am frequently on my 
way somewhere and don’t be-
lieve I have time. Still, I feel an 
internal tug. Who knows what I 
might be missing? What items 
offered at the sale could fill a gap 
faced by someone in my family 
or circle of friends? 

The internal conflict continues 
for a block or more while I re-
press the urge to turn around. If I 

should pass a second sign point-
ing to the same sale, the admoni-
tions start all over again.  

A piece of good news for me 
is, if I don’t get to any garage 
sales for a while, the Waseca 
Area Neighborhood Service 
Center stands ready to satisfy my 
craving for bargains, variety, and 
novelty. Whether at the Service 
Center or a sale, a significant part 
of the fun is seeing the interest-
ing items people have chosen 
and made use of. 

I toy with ideas about how I 
might use those items, or how 
they might benefit people near to 
me. If the benefit seems strong 
enough and the price is enough 
of a bargain, I am likely to make 
a purchase, always hoping my 
speculations are accurate. 

Anyway, I hope you enjoy the 
piece about Roberta Walker and 
her hats. Perhaps you, too, will 
find yourself connected to her in-
teresting experiences in some 
way. 

Socially responsible thrift shopping

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion

“Something that really inflates 
my ego,” she says lightheartedly, “is 
when people tell me my sandwiches 
are better than Tom’s.” Compli-
ments of any sort, she adds, help her 
feel she’s in the right place. 

“The food service industry can be 
unpredictable,” she comments. “But 
there’s satisfaction in knowing 
you’re giving people something 
they enjoy enough to come and buy 
again.” 

She credits the aroma and flavor 
of her food to using quality local 
ingredients, including meats from 
Geneva Meats, Bongard’s cheese, 
farm-laid eggs, Hope butter, and 
specially-made Italian-seasoned fo-
caccia bread from Nancy Jane’s 
Bakery in New Richland. 

Katelyn observes her work in 
food service has taught her more 
than how to prepare good food. 

“You need good communication 
skills,” she comments. “You have to 
take the time to listen, so you hear 
people’s orders correctly. You have 
to speak clearly, so people under-
stand you, even when there’s a 
crowd or there’s background noise.” 

Another important form of com-
munication is maintaining her Face-

book page, which lets loyal cus-
tomers know where to look for her. 

When it comes to preparing and 
serving food, she acknowledges that 
it may seem as if her work is very 
straightforward, but points out 
many details must be planned for. 

“The day before, I spend three to 
four hours making sure I have all 
my supplies,” she begins, noting 
that includes the various fuels for 
the grill, the generator, and the 
pickup which pulls the trailer. “Then 
I make sure to get a good night’s 
sleep.” 

The next morning she’s up at 5 
a.m. or so, depending on how far 
she has to drive to the venue. When 
a large crowd is likely, she brings in 
an assistant. For smaller “gigs,” she 
can run the operation by herself. 

There are many elements of the 
work which bring her pleasure, she 
says. The satisfaction of providing 
good food, the “internal flow” of a 
system that functions smoothly, the 
confidence of knowing she’s good 
at what she does. 

“The best part is being in business 
for myself,” she finishes. “It feels 
good knowing my hard work is 
helping build my own business base 
and my own reputation. I like work-
ing for myself and I like making my 
own schedule. 

“It feels really good to captain my 
own ship.” 

■ Kitchen 
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I N  B R I E F

Author Event: Kent  
Nerburn at New  
Richland Public Library 
Monday, Oct. 13 

Award-winning author Kent 
Nerburn will speak at area li-
braries about his new novel Lone 
Dark Road and his books on spir-
ituality, creativity, and Native 
American culture. Nerburn is the 
author of many books, including 
The Girl Who Sang to the Buf-
falo, Neither Wolf nor Dog, and 
The Wolf at Twilight. New Rich-
land Public Library at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 13. 

———————————— 
CredibleMind offers free 
mental health resources 

All area residents are eligible to 
use free online access to mental 
health resources available at 
MNPrairie’s “CredibleMind” web-
site. The site offers interactive, ev-
idence-based ways to explore local 
and national mental well-being re-
sources. Free and anonymous at 
www.mnprairie.crediblemind.com  

———————————— 
Shepherd’s Robe Free 
store Tuesdays from 1-3 
and 5-7 p.m. 

The Shepherd’s Robe free store 
offers clothing, supplies, and much 
more for free to all interested 
parties. The store is located at 
Vista Covenant Church, 14679 
275th Avenue, New Richland. 

————————————

Got news? • 463-8112 • steagle@hickorytech.net



By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Until this past Saturday, Rob-
erta Walker had shared her collec-
tion of more than 150 hats mostly 
only one at a time. 

“I wear them to church on Sun-
days,” she explains. 

Not that no one ever sees her 
collection. She describes display 
cases in the Ellendale area home 
where she and her husband Roger 
live. There she enjoys setting out 
various hats along with matching 
accessories like gloves or jewelry. 
“I like to mix and match them,” 
she says of the displays, mention-
ing that she changes them out 
every now and then just for the 
simple pleasure of doing so. 

“There’s something about them 
that I find very special,” she says. 
“They’re not only fun to wear; 

they’re fun to look at.” 
Walker, 80, shared her collec-

tion with more than 40 people 
who attended a women’s fellow-
ship gathering the morning of Sat-
urday, Sept. 27 at Waseca’s Faith 
United Methodist Church, located 
along the west shore of Clear 
Lake. 

To prepare for her talk, she 
spent many hours selecting the 
hats she would like to place on 
display, delivering them to town 
in numerous trips with a car 
stacked full of hat boxes, then ar-
ranging them appealingly on 
about 10 display tables in the 
church basement. Along with that, 
she placed a hat and some acces-
sories on each of the tables occu-
pied by guests. Other members of 
her “women’s circle” prepared 
cake and coffee for the event, and 
even made small table favors 
shaped like elegant hats. 

“The women’s fellowship meet-
ings are something we’ve really 
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Compostings
by Al Batt

Great-tailed grackle
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
  Do you ever talk to yourself? 
  I think everybody talks to 

themselves. 
  I wasn’t talking to you. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

  I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. I re-
cently watched an old movie, “The 
Treasure of the Sierra Madre,” 
from 1948, starring Humphrey Bo-
gart, where I heard a kookaburra 
calling in Mexico. Filmmakers 
often used that Australian bird as a 
stock background noise for jungle 
scenes. I’ve heard it in Tarzan 
movies. Tarzan (John Clayton II, 
Viscount Greystoke) is a fictional 
character, a feral child raised in the 
African jungle by great apes; 
created by Edgar Rice Burroughs 
in the novel “Tarzan of the Apes” 
published in a magazine in 1912 
and in a book in 1914. Tarzan was 
the son of a British lord and lady 
marooned on the coast of Africa by 
mutineers. When Tarzan was an in-
fant, his mother died, and his 
father was killed by Kerchak, the 
leader of the ape tribe that adopted 
Tarzan. Tarzan lived in Africa, but 
those who watched his movies 
heard a kookaburra from Australia. 

I’VE LEARNED 
  I love skipping stones on the 

water. There is something about 
the sound of a bouncing rock that 
brings pleasant thoughts. A friend, 
after several shoulder operations, 
is concentrating his stone skipping 
on iced-over lakes. 

  The trifecta bit me: mosquito, 
multi-colored Asian lady beetle 
and a no-see-um. If something 
bites you and there is nothing 
there, it’s a no-see-um (minute pi-
rate bug, a tiny insect with a big 
bite. 

  A survey by MarketBeat.com 
reveals each state's most beloved 
local brands. Here are the Minne-
sota-made goods that inspire the 
most pride: #1 General Mills 
(Golden Valley), which produces 
Cheerios, Betty Crocker and Pills-
bury. #2 Red Wing Shoes (Red 
Wing). #3 Hormel Foods (Austin). 
#4  3M (Maplewood), innovators 
of Scotch Tape and Post-it Notes. 
#5 Pearson’s Candy Company (St. 
Paul), makers of Nut Goodie and 
Salted Nut Roll. 

In Iowa, it’s Blue Bunny Ice 
Cream in Le Mars. Other state fa-
vorites are Dot’s Homestyle Pret-
zels in Velva, North Dakota, Wall 
Drug Store in Wall, South Dakota, 
and Wisconsin’s is Harley-David-
son in Milwaukee. Ice cream was 
a common favorite: Blue Bunny in 
Iowa, Blue Bell in Texas, Ben & 
Jerry’s in Vermont, and Yarnell’s in 
Arkansas. 

  If you have trouble finding 
your car in a parking lot, trade it in 

for a yellow vehicle. 
BAD JOKES  

DEPARTMENT 
  I got an electric shock the other 

day. But instead of making a “zap” 
sound, it went “Hooray!” It was 
ecstatic electricity. 

  I’m not using Amazon again. I 
ordered grain for my chickens. But 
after I got it, they asked for my 
feedback. 

  What do you call bears with no 
ears? B. 

  My uncle was a successful 
farmer. He said he began flourish-
ing once he started keeping records 
of each cow’s name. That was the 
cattle-list. 

  A man goes into a drugstore 
and asks the pharmacist if he could 
give him something for the hic-
cups. The pharmacist reaches out 
and slaps the man’s face. 

  “What did you do that for?” the 
man asked, rubbing his smarting 
cheek. 

  “Well, you don’t have the hic-
cups anymore, do you?” said the 
pharmacist with a smug smile. 

  “No, but my wife, who is sit-
ting outside in the car, still does!” 

NATURE NOTES 
  They were my constant com-

panions in Texas. A Mexican leg-
end says the great-tailed grackle 
had no voice, so he stole songs 
from the sea turtle, leaving the tur-
tle silent and himself bursting with 
chatter. This grackle has a unique 
ability—each eye can independ-
ently view its surroundings for 
food and predators, seeing two dif-
ferent images simultaneously—a 
talent thought to be the chame-
leon’s alone. 

  “Why do the leaves of trees 
show their undersides?” I see oaks, 
maples and poplars flipping their 
leaves when there is a change in 
the prevailing wind, an increase in 
humidity levels or low moisture. 
Leaf flipping is usually a sign that 
rain is imminent, when the leaves 
change position because of 
weather conditions that typically 
develop before rain moves in. 
Gusty winds often precede 
summer rains, causing leaves to 
flip over and show their silvery 
sides. Tree leaves generally grow 
in accordance with the prevailing 
wind in an area. Winds from in-
coming storms frequently go 
against the prevailing wind, and 
the force of the wind causes the 
leaves to flip. 

  “Are there any birds named 
after women?” Yes. Lucy’s war-
bler, Grace’s warbler, Blackbur-
nian warbler (named after Anna 
Blackburn or her brother Ashton), 
Anna’s hummingbird, Virginia's 
warbler and Zenaida dove. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  "A single act of kindness 

throws out roots in all directions, 
and the roots spring up and make 
new trees."—Amelia Earhart.

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

All Saints Catholic Church in 
New Richland held its annual all-
you-can-eat Dad’s Belgian Waf-
fles breakfast during its 2025 Fall 
Festival on Sunday, Sept. 28. God 
made sure to send them a light 
wind and plenty of sunshine for 
their celebration. Nancy Rudau, 
volunteer for the day, observed at-
tendance seemed higher than last 
year. “With the beautiful weather, 
it helps that almost every church 
member is here volunteering.” 

With 12 waffle irons in front of 
him and a wall of syrup to his left, 
John Morgan, owner of Dad’s 
Belgian Waffles out of Algona, 
Iowa for the past 28 years, kept 

the line moving and the waffles 
flowing. In between the waffles 
and syrup stood volunteer and All 
Saints church member Steve Wig-
ham passing out sausage links. 

Once diners received their waf-
fles, it became decision time–
homemade whipped cream, maple 
syrup, strawberry syrup, blue-
berry, boysenberry or sugar-free 
maple? Along with in-house din-
ing in the church basement, there 
was also a to-go option which vol-
unteers were putting together for 
those guests who wanted waffles, 
but were unable to attend. Morgan 
was asked what his record for 
total waffles in a day is. After a 
long pause for thought, he replied, 
“There was that one day a few 
years back, I served a little over 

3,000 waffles in a single day. That 
was the most for me.” He added, 
“About four months ago I served 
my one-millionth plate.” 

Finishing up their breakfasts 
were Fall Festival committee 
members Pam Shurson and Lori 
Anderson. They gave a quick 
recap about the evolution of the 
festival. Said Anderson, “This 
started as a turkey dinner around 
1985, then it turned into a pulled 
pork dinner, which eventually 
changed into the Dad’s Belgian 
Waffle breakfast.” Shurson re-
vealed that, “Mr. Morgan, the 
waffle caterer, brought everything 
with him except for the juice, milk 
and coffee; the fall festival com-
mittee brought that. 

“With all the people helping 

outside and the people down in 
the church basement, I’d say we 
have at least 50 people volunteer-
ing today.” Anderson nodded her 
agreement. 

Outside was a children’s activ-
ity area offering gourd and pump-
kin painting, corn hole games and 
soccer. In a grassy open area was 
the silent auction. On the auction 
block for the day was a wide vari-
ety of items including plate sets,  
homemade quilts, a soup kettle 
with various soups inside, Casey’s 
Pizza certificates, a mini fridge 
with accompanying beer, gift cer-
tificates from Neighbor's Meats, 
and more. Next to that was the 
Country Store, selling produce, 
baked goods, candy and some 
thrift items. 

New Richland Fall Festival 
WAFFLE UP - John Morgan, owner of Dad's Belgian Waffles catering, armed with 12 waffle irons, was busy serving Alex and Monty 

at the New Richland All Saints Fall Festival on Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025.                  Star Eagle photos by Ben Revermann

Festival featured waffles, whipped cream and volunteers 
at All Saints Catholic Church in New Richland Sept. 28

“Hat Extravaganza” 
features Roberta 
Walker’s collection 

COLLECTION - A few of the 40-some people who attended Rob-
erta Walker's presentation this past week chose to wear their 
own hats. Pictured here are (seated, from left) Wilda Smith, Rob-
erta Walker, Jean Slattery (back row, from left) Linda Griffin, 
Sheila Morris, Jan Ross and Merrily Wagar. 

                                                     Star Eagle photos by Deb Bently

Hats continued on 9



By ALBERT LEA TRIBUNE 
Law enforcement will have an 

increased presence at Albert Lea 
High School on Tuesday to pro-
vide additional security and re-
assurance for staff, students and 
families after police arrested a ju-
venile female on Monday for an 
alleged threat made on social 
media.    

Authorities continued to inves-
tigate additional social media 
posts circulating Monday evening 
regarding relatives of the girl, 
which Freeborn County Sheriff 
Ryan Shea said law enforcement 
did not believe were a credible 
threat. He said law enforcement 
had spoken with family of the girl 
and the school district about the 
posts. 

“At this time, they have ad-
vised that school should proceed 
as normal tomorrow,” a post on 
the Albert Lea school district 
Facebook page stated Monday 
evening.  

Albert Lea Area Schools Su-
perintendent Steven Heil, Albert 
Lea High School Principal Sean 
Gaston and Albert Lea High 
School Assistance Principal Amy 
Stiehl said they were grateful to 
the many students, families and 
community members who 
brought the posts to their atten-

tion. 
“Your awareness and partner-

ship are essential in helping us 
maintain a safe school and com-
munity,” the post stated. 

The initial threat was inter-
cepted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation through social 
media monitoring, and the agency 
notified local law enforcement. 

According to a press release 
from Albert Lea Area Schools, 
the Albert Lea Police Department 
and Freeborn County Sheriff’s 
Office received the information at 
about 7:30 a.m., and upon receiv-
ing the information, school re-
source officers immediately 
notified school district officials at 
about 7:45 a.m. 

Due to the timeframe of many 
students already at school, Albert 
Lea Area Schools had all students 
move into their buildings and 
some went into secure mode due 
to the nature of the threat. Law 
enforcement from both agencies 
responded to the schools to en-
sure safety.   

Heil said the schools placed 
under a secure hold were Brook-
side Education Center, Sibley 
Elementary School, Southwest 
Middle School and Albert Lea 
High School. Under this type of 
hold, the doors are locked and no 

one is allowed in or out of the 
building. 

Heil said the FBI knew an ad-
dress from where the threat orig-
inated, and law enforcement 
tracked the buses of the students 
from that address. Law enforce-
ment went to the schools where 
the buses were dropping off the 
students from that address, and 
police were able to narrow the 
focus to one student and ulti-
mately arrested one juvenile fe-
male.   

He said he could not elaborate 
on the nature of the alleged threat 
or about the individual taken into 
custody. 

“We’re just really grateful for 
the FBI monitoring and law en-
forcement getting ahold of us as 
quickly as possible, so we could 
have a plan to act as soon as we 
could,” Heil said.  

He said with the time of day the 
call came in, a majority of stu-
dents were already on campus, 
and the safest course of action 
was to get the students into the 
school.   

Heil said the district is contin-
uing to work with law enforce-
ment.   

“Student safety, health and wel-
fare is our utmost goal,” he said. 
“We care about each one of our 

students. Student and staff safety 
is of vital importance to us.” 

Shea said he hoped to be able 
to release more information by 
Tuesday afternoon.    

Many parents indicated on so-
cial media they planned to keep 
their students home from school 
on Tuesday, and some pulled their 
children from their schools after 
the incident occurred on Monday. 

Albert Lea City Manager Ian 
Rigg at the close of the Albert 
Lea City Council meeting Mon-
day thanked local law enforce-
ment and the school district for 
their response earlier in the day. 
“It was a very rapid response, a 
lot of information,” Rigg said. “I 
know that their first concern was 
to make sure that the potential 
threat was first identified and iso-
lated from the rest of the students, 
and then making sure that they 
quickly notified the parents — 
myself included — who were 
very concerned about the situ-
ation, as well as many of us have 
families here who have students 
who attend. I really want to thank 
them for their hard work and their 
dedication.”   

He particularly pointed out the 
school resource officers and said 
he thinks they are a vital resource 
to the community. 
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$59.99
for full synthetic
with a tire rotation

Marthaler Honda 
of Albert Lea

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts

CheapestCheapest
oil change oil change 
special in special in 

town!town!

507-373-2341
2114 E Main St
Albert Lea, MN
marthalerhonda.com

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345

Authorities conduct search warrant at home 
of juvenile arrested after reported threat

Patricia “Trysh” 
Olson and Peter 
Olson 

Trysh (49) and Peter (68) 
Olson died unexpectedly on Sat-
urday, September 6, 2025. Trysh 
was born on December 7, 2025, 
to Diane and Pat Cournoyer in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. Peter was 
born on September 22, 1956, to 
Jean and Sivert “Steve” Olson in 
New Richland, Minnesota. Trysh 
graduated from Rosemount High 
School in 1994 and Inver Hills 
Community College in 2022. 
Peter graduated from New Rich-
land High School in 1975 and 
from Mankato State University 
in 1979, where he was also a 
proud member of the Tau Kappa 
Epsilon Fraternity. Trysh is pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
stepfather Ron Beiswenger, aunt 
Cathy Adams, uncle Kevin 
Krueger, and cousin Michelle 

Becker. Peter is preceded in 
death by his parents. They leave 
behind their cherished children, 
Taylor Olson and Lexi Olson; 
stepsister Aimee Beiswenger; 
stepbrother Chet Beiswenger; 
and nephew Mason Beiswenger, 
as well as other treasured family 
and friends. 

Trysh and Peter both worked 
in the financial sector for over 50 
years combined. They enjoyed 
karaoke, boating, spending time 
at Leech Lake, and having a 
great time together wherever 
they went. They share a decades-
long love story and were busily 
planning their future together in 
the days and months leading up 
to their passing. 

A funeral will be held on 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 at 11 
a.m. with visitation from 9:30 
a.m. – 11 a.m. at Shepherd of 
The Valley Lutheran Church, 
12650 Johnny Cake Ridge Road, 
Apple Valley, Minnesota. 

Patricia and Peter Olson

O B I T U A R I E S

HOUSE FIRE - A house fire occurred at 506 Main St. E in Hartland on Sunday afternoon around noon. The cause of the fire and 
damage is unknown at this point. More information to follow.          Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens

Jeanne Lageson 
Jeanne M. Lageson, 97, died 

peacefully on July 17, 2025, in 
Apple Valley, MN.  Jeanne was 
born on November 30, 1927, in 
Minneapolis, MN, to Thorwald 
Amanderkrog Foxvog and Myrtle 
Esther Jacobsen.  Her family later 
moved to Chicago, where Jeanne at-
tended Taft High School and North 
Park College.  She would later re-
turn to MN and transfer to St. Olaf 
College, where she majored in Eng-
lish and History, with teaching as 
her goal.  

Jeanne met her husband, Sivert 
“Steve” Olson while on a blind date 
in her junior year at St. Olaf, and 
they married on June 11, 1950. Son, 
Peter, then came along … and a 
couple years later, daughter Martha 
followed. Jeanne followed her de-

sire to teach … starting in Alden, 
then Mankato, and finally New 
Richland, where Peter & Martha 
graduated from HS and Jeanne re-
tired. 

Steve passed in August of 1982 
… and a couple years later, Jeanne 
married an old friend, Carlyle “Col-
lie” Lageson.  Jeanne was very 
blessed to have had two wonderful 
husbands. 

Jeanne and Collie enjoyed travel-
ing … from RV trips and Elderhos-
tels to overseas adventures.  They 
also loved their many years winter-
ing in Arizona with family and 
friends, as cold Minnesota winters 
were no longer their style. 

Jeanne is preceded in death by 
her parents; sister, Joyce (Foxvog) 
Helland; brother, Dan Foxvog; 
niece, Carol (Helland) Williams; 

husband, Steve Olson; and husband, 
Collie Lageson.  

Jeanne leaves behind son, Peter 
(Trysh) Olson; grandson, Taylor 
Olson; granddaughter, Lexi Olson; 
daughter, Martha (Courtney) 
Brown; grandson, Casey Brown; 
great-granddaughter, Phoebe 
Brown; grandson, Isaac Brown; 
granddaughter, Mariah Brown. 

Many of you know that Jeanne 
loved the color blue ... from coffee 
cups to clothes to her Norwegian 
figurines.  We as family, will be 
wearing blue on her celebration 
day; we encourage you to do the 
same! 

Services were held on Thursday, 
September 4, 2025 at First Lutheran 
Church of Albert Lea, 301 W. Clark 
Street.  Visitation at 10 am; service 
at 11 a.m. 

Donations given in Jeanne’s 
memory will go to Youth for Christ 
of Albert Lea.

Jeanne Lageson

Mary Ebnet 
Mary Alice Ebnet passed away 

surrounded by family after a 
short, but courageous, battle with 
pancreatic cancer in New Rich-
land, MN on September 29, 2025 
at the age of 82. 

Mary was born October 26, 
1942 to Eugene and Victoria 
(Dulas) Wilder near Wells, MN. 
She attended school in Wells and 
went on to beauty school to be-
come a hairdresser.  

At a dance in Mankato, she 
met the man she would even-
tually marry and raise a family 
with. Mary married LaVoy Ebnet 
on February 7, 1961 and moved 
to a farm near New Richland, 
MN. Here is where they raised 
their 4 children, farmed the land, 
raised sheep, and milked dairy 
cows. Going to the National 
Sheep Show and Sales turned 
into annual family vacations.  

After Mary and LaVoy sold 
the farm, Mary worked at Viking 
Woodcraft and Austin Mutual In-
surance in Waseca, MN and then 
at One Stop in New Richland. 
Mary was a caregiver, through 
and through. She coordinated the 
Red Cross blood drives in town, 
was famous for her pies, pump-
kin shaped sugar cookies with 
orange Kool Aid frosting, 
chicken noodle soup, and cara-
mels, helped with flowers at the 
Garden Club, quilted with the 
ladies at church, and was hon-
ored in 2017 as co-Grand Mar-
shal & City Days with her good 
friend, Rick Schultz.  

Mary is survived by her hus-
band, LaVoy Ebnet, their four 
children: Carmen (Kevin) O’Re-
gan of Shakopee, MN, their chil-
dren; Christopher O’Regan, 
Ryan O’Regan; Vianna (James) 
Bohlen of Owatonna, MN, their 
children and grandchildren; An-
thony (Tiffany) Bohlen, Lukas & 
Tate, Afton Breezer, Quinn, and 
foreign exchange granddaughter 
Annika (Marcel) Staats, Janis; 
Rob (Linda) Ebnet of Waseca, 
MN, their children; Chris Steck 
(Miranda Kimbro), Michael 

Steck, Morgan Ebnet; Michael 
Ebnet, his children; Brady Ebnet, 
Anna (Declan) Thompson, 
Colby Ebnet; and foreign ex-
change daughter Susi Rothe 
(Gerwin) of Germany/Austria. 
Mary is also survived by her 
brother Jeff Wilder of Chester, 
MN, sister Julie (Dan) Sonnek of 
Mankato, MN, and in-laws Carol 
Wilder, Bethel Bentley, Doris 
(John) Krause, Genelle (Bill) 
Hinchley, Bruce (Kaye) Ebnet, 
Gordon (Brenda) Ebnet, Gary 
(Jana) Ebnet, and many neices, 
nephews, cousins and good 
friends. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, sister and 
brother Marlene and Donald 
Wilder, and in-laws Victor & 
Edna Ebnet, Beverly (Ebnet) 
Hinchley, Bob Bentley.  

Memorials will be donated to 
the Geneva Cancer Auction Inc, 
American Red Cross, and the 
Meals on Wheels program 
through the New Richland Care 
Center.  

A funeral service will take 
place at St. Peter Lutheran 
Church in New Richland, MN on 
Saturday, October 4th, 2025 at 
12:00 pm with a visitation prior 
beginning at 9:00 am. Pastor 
Scott Williams will be the offici-
ant. Interment will be at St. Peter 
Cemetery in New Richland, MN, 
following the service. A light 
lunch will follow. 

Mary Ebnet



The Freeborn American Legion 
Auxiliary #552 meeting was held 
at the Freeborn American Legion 
on September 20, 2025. President 
Sandy Anderson called the meet-
ing to order. We recited the 
pledges. The Auxiliary Charter 
was draped in memory of Marian 
Mithun and Bonnie Schuster. The 
secretary's report and the treas-
urer's report were read and ac-
cepted. Bills were presented and 
approved. 

Correspondence was read. It 

was shared that the dues will in-
crease $5.00 for the 2026-2027 
year, so rather than sending in $30 
per member, next year we will 
have to send in $35.00. 

The Poppy report was given. 
The number of poppies to order 
was discussed and they will be or-
dered. 

It was decided that Sandy will 
send out Veterans Day cards to the 
members of the Freeborn Ameri-
can Legion. 

We donated money for each of 

the following projects: Depart-
ment President Project, District 
President. Project, $5 Bill Shower, 
ALA Hospital, Christmas Gift 
Shop, Junior Department Pres-
ident’s project and to the Junior 
District President’s project. All of 
the funds go towards helping Vet-
erans. 

Coming up we are having a 
Community Coffee Time on No-
vember 8 from 8 to 10 a.m.  

Everyone is invited and it is 
free. It is held at the legion in 
Freeborn. We serve pastries, cof-
fee, and orange juice. Come and 
enjoy the fellowship. 

Our other event coming up is on 
December 7, also at the legion in 
Freeborn. We start at 3 p.m. with 

activities for children, such as dec-
orating cookies, making Christmas 
ornaments or decorations. Santa 
also comes. We serve Christmas 
cookies, juice, and coffee. We 
have the lighting of the Hospice 
tree and the reading of the names 
of those to be remembered. At 5 
p.m. we have a community pot-
luck. After the potluck we play 
Bingo where everyone is invited to 
play. Many kids along with adults 
participate and everyone has a 
great time. Everyone goes home 
with prizes and it is free to play. 
Last year we gave out over 300 
prizes. 

Our next meeting is November 
8 following the Community Cof-
fee.

Star Eagle                                                                                                                                                    Thursday, October 2, 2025     5

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 • info@nasinecfh.com

 ❉ New in 2022, one-level facility
 ❉ On-site crematory
 ❉ Pre-need insurance agent

 ❉ Dedicated staff including  
two full-time morticians 

 ❉ everything you need!

OLSON  EXCAVATINGOLSON  EXCAVATING
 ✽ GPS Controlled 

   Drain Tile Installation
 ✽ Open Ditch Clean Cut
 ✽ Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
 ✽ Concrete And Tree Removal
 ✽ Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
 ✽ Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
 ✽ Snow Removal & Sanding

Brandon Flatness, Owner » shop 507-845-2440 cell 507-383-2008

Hartland

MN

Experiencing things on the walk of life
As one grows older on this 

great planet Earth, you experience 
many things in your walk of life. 
Some things are a very pleasant 
experience and some not so pleas-
ant. Such has been the experience 
of Genie and mine this past week.  

On the pleasant side, the head-
ing, “These kids are getting mar-
ried” on the invitation to the 
wedding of “Brooke and Beau” to 
be held at First Lutheran Church 
in Albert Lea on Saturday the 
20th of September, two thousand 
and twenty-five at three o’clock 
in the afternoon.  

Brooke and Beau are a bit older 
than the 20 year olds first mar-
riage nowadays, (They are in their 
30’s.) In attending the wedding 
ceremony, Genie and I were both 
convinced this was a marriage 
that was meant to be the begin-
ning of a lasting, long-term mar-
riage.  

Another pleasant experience 
this past week was the breakfast 
at the community center in 
Geneva as put on by the fire de-

partment volunteers in Geneva. 
This is the kind of event that 
makes one proud to be living in 
rural America. My definition of 
rural America is, “Where two out 
of three people are related and the 
third one knows the other two real 
good!!  

I read the following many years 
ago by a person named Christian 
D. Larson.  

In my opinion it is a very pow-
erful use of philosophy. (I hope 
you agree!!)  

To be strong that nothing 
Can disturb your peace of 

mind. 
To talk health, happiness, and 

prosperity  
To every person you meet. 
To make all your friends feel 
That there is something in them 
To look at the sunny side of ev-

erything 
And make your optimism come 

true.  
To think only the best, to work 

only for the best,  
And to expect only the best.  
To be just as enthusiastic about 

the success of others 
As you are about your own.  
To forget the mistakes of the 

past 
And press on to the greater 

achievements of the future.  

To wear a cheerful countenance 
at all times 

And give every living creature 
you meet a smile. 

To give so much time to the im-
provement of yourself 

That you have no time to criti-
cize others. 

To be too large for worry, too 
noble for anger, too strong for 
fear 

And too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

To think well of yourself and to 
proclaim this fact to the world 

Not in loud words but great 
deeds. 

To live in faith that the whole 
world is on your side 

So long as you are true to the 
best that is in you. 

 
— — — 

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) 
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on 
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children, 
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if 
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it, 
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There 
is always room for God.

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

fact or fiction
…you decide

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

HELPFUL ADDITIONS — This trio of newcomers was an important factor Sunday as the Albert Lea Merchants opened their regional 
tourney play with a 22-0 win over Lansing, Catcher Ken Toft of Ellendale (left) had a triple and double in the fifth inning, driving in 
five runs, and added another on a fly in the third. Vern McKee, Hayward pitcher, (center) pitched two hitless innings and Ed Jensen, 
Ellendale hurler, did the same, striking out five. The trio was added from other State Line teams under state rules. Ellendale scene, 
southside. Date unknown. 10/2/25

HERITAGE BITS

CAR WASH 
& COIN 

LAUNDRY

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

24
HOURS

Full line of cardio, free 
weights, power racks, 
dumbbells, barbells, & 
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

LERBERG’S

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING

NEW CULVERT - Almost 170 feet of culvert with an interior 
diameter of six feet were laid at the south end of Waseca 
County 23 in Wilton township to replace an aging culvert in-
stalled in the 1940s. More than 20 pre-cast concrete pieces 
form the waterway were set 17 feet below the level of the 
roadbed using a crane capable of extending more than 200 
feet.                                                   Star Eagle photos by Deb Bently

New Culvert

Freeborn American Legion Auxiliary news

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr 
NE, Rochester, MN 

55906

Mankato
(507) 720-0250

287 St Andrews Dr 
#100, Mankato, MN 

56001

Blooming 
Prairie

(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E, 

Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage 

Rd, Owatonna, MN 
55060

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave 
N, New Richland, 

MN 56072

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

Land to Lake lecture 
series about restoring 
habitat for the Rusty 
Patch Bumble Bee

Join the Cannon River Water-
shed Joint Powers Organization 
as they host the first session of 
the 2025-2026 virtual learning 
series “Land to Lake Lectures.” 
Once common across the Upper 
Midwest, the Rusty Patch Bum-
ble Bee has declined by nearly 
90% in the past 20 years. Sami 
Dolan from the University of 
Minnesota will share why the 
Rusty Patch has declined, what 
makes it unique, and the habitat 
needs critical for its recovery. 
Funding opportunities available 
for planting native will also be 
discussed. The free webinar will 
be held on Wednesday, October 
15, 2025 at 12 p.m. over the 
lunch hour. Register for the we-

binar at https://z.umn.edu/Buz-
zingBack. The webinar will be 
video recorded and posted on the 
CRWJPO’s website at 
https://www.cannonriverwater-
shedmn.gov afterward for those 
who cannot attend. 

The virtual learning sessions 
“Land to Lake Lectures” will 
continue throughout the fall and 
into the spring with a different 
topic each month over the lunch 
hour. Learn more about the dif-
ferent topics for each session at 
https://www.cannonriverwater-
shedmn.gov/events-1. For more 
information contact Emmie 
Scheffler at (507) 332-5408 or 
Emmie.scheffler@riceswcd.org. 



The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
volleyball team started last week
on a positive note, with a 3-0 vic-
tory over Hayfield Sept. 23.

Two nights later was a bit more
challenging.

The Panthers played well
against Hayfield, winning 25-23,
25-16, 25-14.

"The girls made improvements
throughout each set," said
NRHEG coach Bethany Tennis.

Senior Chloe Stork had a big
night at the net, with seven blocks
at key moments. Gabby schlaak
led the team in kills while
Camryn VanMaldeghem
anchored the defense.

Panther statistics: Schlaak 10K,
6D, 4B; Camryn VanMaldeghem
4K, 9D, 2SA, 3B; Anika Ladlie
2K, 2D, 1SA; Nora Flatness 1K,
2B; Quinn VanMaldeghem 3K,
3D, 2B; Kayden warke 1SA;
Addy Stadheim 3K, 6D, 26SA,
1B; Stork 6K, 2D, 7B; Meela
Budach 1K, 1SA; Chloe Riewer
7D.

On Thursday, at Jordan, the
score was reversed as the
Panthers lost 3-0 at Jordan, with
set scores of 25-19, 25-16, 28-26.

Despite the score, Tennis said
the Panthers played some of their
best defense of the season.

"The girls showed nonstop hus-

tle and scrappy determination
which allowed them to be com-
petitive with a good Class AA
team," said Tennis. "We battled
through adjustments and played
well together. The seniors contin-
ue to play a strong role in the suc-
cess and environment of NRHEG
volleyball. The girls worked
extremely hard from first whistle
to last, and we’ll take the posi-
tives from tonight’s matchup and
build on them as we head into the
last few weeks of the regular sea-
son."

Individually for NRHEG:
Schlaak 8K, 12D, 2A, 1B;
C.VanMaldeghem 4K, 16D, 1A,
3B; Ladlie 4K, 1D, 2B; Flatness
3K, 1A, 3B; Q.VanMaldeghem
1K 4D, Warke 2D; Stadheim 3K,
8D, 1A, 2B; Stork 2K, 1D, 1A,
3B; Riewer 7D.

The Panthers ran their record to
an impressive 15-5.

The New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
High School cross country teams competed in the
Grizzly Pie Invitational last Thursday at Janesville.

Schools in attendance were Blooming Prairie, Blue
Earth Area, Martin County West, Mankato Loyola,
Maple River, Medford, NRHEG, Randolph, United
South Central and WEM/JWP.

Loyola won both the boys' and girls' team titles. The
NRHEG girls finished fifth among six scoring teams.

Julianne Wobbrock led the girls, taking fourth in
20:24.4. Violette Botten was 42nd with a time of
30:26, Josie Tufte 43rd in 30:29, Amelia Duryee 46th
in 31:25, Tiffany Jewison 47th in 31:26, Rylee
Cromwell 48th in 32:41.

Jacob Karl paced the boys, placing fourth with a
time of 18:19.5. Colten Lermon was 35th in 22:40,
Devlin McWilliams 56th in 26:05.

"It was another warm evening for running and yet,
performances continue to improve," said Panthers
coach Larry Nydegger, whose squads posted three per-
sonal-best times, by McWilliams, Botten and Jewison.
"This is a fun meet to participate in as the top five var-

sity finishers get their choice of a pie and the 6th-
through 15th place runners get a large cookie."

Wobbrock and Karl continued to compete at a high
level, according to Nydegger, both getting their choice
of a pie, Karl choosing cherry, Wobbrock apple.

"Our runners continue to impress me with their pos-
itive attitudes and their support for each other," added
Nydegger. "They challenge each other to do their best.
This is a great group of runners!"

The Panthers compete Oct. 2 at Waseca.

KILL SHOT — The Panthers’ Camryn VanMaldeghem puts
down a spike.                          Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens
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A few big plays.
That was enough to propel

Redwood Valley to a 46-6 victory
over the NRHEG football team last
Friday.

“Redwood is a very good team,”
said NRHEG coach Marc Kruger. “I
thought we played well for a lot of
the game; we just had too many mis-
takes and missed opportunities. With
three games left, we really need to
refocus and figure out some ways to
finish drives. We are able to move
the ball, just not get into the end
zone. On defense, we will make a lot
of great plays and stops, but one
mistake will cost us.”

The Cardinals scored on passes of
52, 46, 20, 39, 99 and 15 yards, lead-
ing 12-6 after one period, 26-6 at
halftime and 33-6 after three.

Panther quarterback Brooks
Gilliland completed 10 of 28 passes
for 106 yards. RWV threw for 307
yards while the Cardinals outgained
the Panthers 442-193 in total yards.

NRHEG hosts another strong
squad, Fillmore Central, this Friday
at 7 p.m. in New Richland.

RWV 46, NRHEG 6

RWV               12      14       7      13 — 46
NRHEG            6        0        0       0 — 6

First Quarter

RWV — 52 pass (two-point conversion

failed)
RWV — 46 pass (two-point conversion

failed)
NRHEG — Gilliand 1 run (kick failed)

Second Quarter

RWV — 20 pass (kick good)
RWV — 39 pass (kick good)

Third Quarter

RWV — 1 run (kick good)

Fourth Quarter

RWV — 99 pass (kick good)
RWV — 15 pass (kick failed)

NRHEG      RWV

Total plays                         69              53
First downs                         14             16
Rushing                             87            135
Passing                             106           307
Total Yards                        193           442
Third Down                      2-12           0-9
Fourth Down                     2-6            5-7
Fumbles lost                       0                0
Penalties                           11-68         2-5

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING — NRHEG: R.Schlaak 10-37;
Lassahn 13-26; B.Gilliand 3-15; M.Gilliand
3-4; Nissen 1-3; Wyrum 1-2; RWV: Dauer 5-
24

PASSING — NRHEG: B.Gilliland 10-28,
106; RWV: 9-24, 307

RECEVING — NRHEG: R.Schlaak 6-65;
Lassahn 2-26; Johannsen 1-8; Meyering 1-7

NRHEG Defense — Holland 4T; Lassahn
4T; D.Schlaak 4T; R.Schlaak 3T; Larson 3T;
Bartlett 2T; Meyering 1T; M.Gilliand 1T;
Hanna 1T; Wyrum 1T; E.Hendrickson 1T;
W.Hendrickson 1T; Brouwers 1T; Selover 1T

THE HEAT IS ON — Josie Tufte, left, and Violette Botten, right, braved the heat at the WEM/JWP
Grizzly Pie Invitational last Thursday.                                                      Photo by Larry Nydegger

NRHEG spikers
sweep Hayfield,
fall 3-0 at Jordan

“The girls made
improvements
throughout
each set.”

— NRHEG coach
Bethany Tennis

Panthers can’t
contain RWV

HERE THEY COME — Chase Johannsen (0) leads the NRHEG High School football team onto the field at the start of the Panthers’
game against Redwood Valley last Friday. The Panthers lost 46-6. Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

BREAKING TACKLES — At left, NRHEG sophomore Dakota Schlaak (2) breaks away from Redwood Valley defenders. At right,
the Panthers’ Sean Lassahn (6), a sophomore, picks up tough yards. Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

BREAKING AWAY — NRHEG sophomore Çalvin Nissen (7)
breaks tackles by Redwood Valley defenders last Friday.

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

“Our runners continue to
impress me with their posi-
tive attitudes and support
for each other.”

— Coach Larry Nydegger

NRHEG CC girls fifth at WEM/JWP
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Continuing Chapter II 
Lost on the Prairie 

“After dinner Mr. Sutlief wanted 
me to go with him and look for a 
suitable place to cross the river. We 
went to the river, and, finding no 
desirable crossing, concluded to 
cross further up, near what seemed, 
by the appearance of the timber, to 
be a very considerable bend in the 
river, apparently some five or six 
miles away. It was agreed that Sut-
lief should go back and guide the 
teams, while I should cross the river 
and travel up to the proposed cross-
ing.  

Without thinking much about the 
company, I went slowly on until I 
came to the place where Dr. Ke-
nyon afterwards lived. I could see 
or hear nothing of Sutlief or the 
company, not even a cow-bell, sev-
eral of which I knew were in use on 
the cattle and sheep. I tried as well 
as I could to find their whereabouts. 
Although but a short distance below 
the proposed crossing, I could not 
find any trace of them before it was 
dark. As fate would have it, I had 
neither coat nor blanket, jack-knife 
nor matches, ax nor hatchet. 

Tired out and hungry, I laid my-
self under a tree to rest, and was 
very soon asleep. With no breakfast, 
I renewed my search for the com-
pany, going on up the river to a 
point where a Mr. Bennett after-
wards settled, but found no signs. I 
then concluded to follow down the 
river as long as my strength should 
last, unless I found something more 
desirable. Before proceeding, ho-
wever, I pulled off a boot and, with 
a pin, wrote upon a smooth part of 
the boot-leg my name, thus: ‘G.W. 
Gree, Beaver Dam, Wis.,’ not 
knowing but that some one would 
find my bones and boots, and 
thereby my friends might hear from 
me. I had a little matter of $700 in 
my pockets, which, in case I should 
be lost, this act might be the means 
of my family getting. I had no other 

way of writing. After this prepara-
tion for the worst that might befall 
me, I started down the river, travel-
ing slowly until nearly sun-down, 
when I found the trail where the 
company had crossed the river, not 
over half a mile where I had left 
Sutlief. With new courage and zeal 
I started on this trail. I followed it a 
short distance without any trouble, 
but, darkness coming on, the trail 
became invisible and I lost it. In 
hunting for it I stumbled and fell, 
and my weariness and exhaustion 
were such that I did not feel dis-
posed to rise. I unconsciously fell 
asleep. 

When I awoke the sun was high 
up and shining brightly. Reinvigo-
rated by my sound and restful sleep, 
I soon found the trail, and, follow-
ing it slowly a short time, I ob-
served two men approaching me. 
They were of our company. Look-
ing up towards the timber, about 
three miles from where they had 
crossed the river, I saw the wagons 
and the remainder of the company. 
They had camped there early in the 
afternoon of the day I was lost, ex-
pecting I would see and come to 
them. When night came and I did 
not appear, they built a large fire 
and kept it going all night, hoping 
thereby to attract my attention. The 
next day they spent on horseback 
looking for me without avail. 

When I arrived in camp, they 
represented to me that my eyes 
were staring, and my lips and 
tongue swollen. Mrs. Sutlief pre-
pared me something to eat, but I 
had no appetite and could eat noth-
ing of it, instead thereof calling for 
a cup of sour milk which I drank 
with relish. I took but very little 
nourishment except sour milk the 
rest of that day. My appetite slowly 
returning, the next day I ate spar-
ingly, but it was some three or four 
days before I could partake of an or-
dinary meal.” 

 

C h i l d ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  
Wa s e c a  C o u n t y Historic Preservation Award 

The History Center of Freeborn 
County (HCFC) will be presenting 
a Preservation Award to an in-
dividual, organization, or business 
for projects from Freeborn County 
which exemplifies outstanding 
achievement in the field of historic 
preservation. 

The award honors a project in-
volving the preservation or protec-
tion of historic resources including 
the restoration, rehabilitation 
and/or adaptive reuse of historic 
properties; sympathetic new ad-
ditions to historic buildings; or 
education, documentation, and ad-
vocacy work on behalf of preser-
vation of our heritage. 

Nominations will be accepted 
through NOVEMBER 30, 2025. 
Nominations can be in the follow-
ing categories: 

•        Category 1: Best Adaptive 
Re-Use: Awarded to a project that 

is an exemplary example of a cre-
ative, innovative, and appropriate 
re-use of a historic structure. The 
current use of the building must 
differ from its historical use. 

•        Category 2: Best Preser-
vation Practices: This award 
honors either outstanding work in 
the rehabilitation, restoration or 
reconstruction of a structure, or 
the outstanding work of a specific 
craftsperson on such a project. It 
is not intended to reflect lifetime 
achievement, but to highlight best-
in-class or innovative techniques 
in a project. The nomination must 
include photographs of the work 
and descriptions of the obstacles 
faced by the craftsperson in per-
forming the work, innovative tech-
niques or materials used in the 
project, and the process involved 
in the work, including research 
where applicable. 

•        Category 3: Trailblazers 

Award: This award recognizes 
outstanding achievement in pres-
ervation activities by a group, 
business, municipality, neighbor-
hood, or other organization. The 
award nomination evaluation will 
be based on outstanding achieve-
ment for a significant project or 
for a lengthy period of dedication 
to preservation activities. 

•        Category 4: Kevin Savik 
Pillars of Preservation Award: In-
dividual or joint partnership that 
has championed historic preserva-
tion, planning, or public policy.  

Eligibility Requirements 
•        A complete nomination 

form must be submitted. 
•        Projects and activities 

must have been completed be-
tween September 20, 2024 and 
October 1, 2025. 

•        HCFC will accept both 
self-nominations and nominations 
without the knowledge of the no-

minee. 
•        Awards may not be given 

in all categories. 
•        Awards are chosen and 

conferred at the discretion of the 
HCFC Board of Directors. 

•        Projects are to be located 
in Freeborn County 

In order to be considered, a 
nomination including the follow-
ing must be submitted by NO-
VEMBER 30, 2025. By 
submitting this application, you 
consent to and approve HCFC’s 
use, reproduction, or make avail-
able, the information on this form 
and any supporting materials pro-
vided including all image[s], with-
out compensation 

Contact the History Center at 
507/373-8003 or 
director@fchmmn.org for an ap-
plication. 

Preservation Award accepting nominations

Minnesota Supreme Court to hold oral  
arguments at Owatonna High School

The Minnesota Supreme Court 
will hear oral arguments at Owa-
tonna High School at 9:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 8. 

The Court will hear arguments in 
the school auditorium, after which 
the justices will answer student ques-
tions, then have lunch with a group 
of student representatives and visit 
classrooms for one-on-one education 
sessions. 

The visit is part of the Supreme 
Court’s Traveling Oral Arguments 
program. Twice a year, the court 
hears oral arguments at a Minnesota 
high school to teach students about 
the court system and build the pub-
lic’s trust and confidence in the judi-
ciary. 

“We truly enjoy visiting Minne-
sota high schools and introducing 
students to how the Court works,” 
said Minnesota Chief Justice Natalie 
Hudson. “These visits are the high-
lights of our year because we get to 
interact with students one-on-one 
and answer their very insightful 
questions about what we do—and 
whether they might someday want to 
do this, too.” 

"It is an amazing honor for Owa-
tonna High School to host the Min-
nesota Supreme Court for its 
traveling oral arguments program. 
We look forward to giving Owatonna 
students and those from Blooming 
Prairie and Medford high schools the 
opportunity to experience hearing a 

real case argued before the highest 
court in the state," said Owatonna 
High School Principal Kory Kath. 
"Students are also excited to interact 
more closely with the justices as they 
visit their classrooms." 

The Traveling Oral Arguments 
school program is open only to stu-
dents and faculty at Owatonna High 
School, and students from visiting 
Medford and Blooming Prairie high 
schools. However, the event will be 
livestreamed at Owatonna Live: 
www.owatonnalive.com. 

As part of its visit to the Third Ju-
dicial District, the Supreme Court 
will join local judges and the com-
munity at a dinner in the event space 
at the Torey’s Restaurant & Bar at 6 

p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 7. The dinner is 
open to the public and will feature re-
marks by the justices and a plated 
dinner. Tickets can be purchased on-
line for $26.85 through noon on Oct. 
1 Tickets will not be available at the 
door. 

“We hope members from across 
the community will join us for the 
dinner,” Chief Justice Hudson added. 
“It’s a great way to meet your Su-
preme Court in an informal setting, 
ask questions, and just enjoy each 
other’s company.” 

The Minnesota Supreme Court 
Traveling Oral Arguments program 
began in 1995. The visit to Owa-
tonna marks the court’s 57th Travel-
ing Oral Argument. 

Governor Tim Walz today an-
nounced that Minnesota schools 
served over 151 million free 
meals to students through the 
Minnesota Free School Meals 
Program in its second year, saving 
families an average of $1,000 per 
student per year. The total is over 
460,000 more meals than the pro-
gram’s first year. 

“As a former teacher, I know 
just how important it is for kids to 
show up to school ready to learn,” 
said Governor Walz. “Giving 
every child a meal at school al-
lows those students to be healthy 
and prepared for the classroom, 
but it also helps families manage 
their budgets and morning rou-
tines. Students should be able to 

focus on the classroom, not on 
where their next meal will come 
from.” 

Governor Walz signed the Min-
nesota Free School Meals Pro-
gram into law in March 2023 to 
ensure no student goes hungry, 
lower costs for families, and elim-
inate stigma within school cafete-
rias. Since its launch in 2023, the 

program has provided students 
with more than 302 million 
healthy meals. The Minnesota 
Free School Meals Program pro-
vides breakfast and lunch at no 
cost to all students at schools that 
participate in the federal National 
School Lunch Program and 
School Breakfast Program. 

Gov. Walz announces 151 million school meals served 
in second year of Minnesota free school meals program

1970 Fast Pitch Softball Champs

1970 Fast Pitch Softball State Champs celebrated on Sept. 
25 at RJ'S on 5th Ave Bar & Grill. 

Most of them local and Hank had saved the Big trophey 
and brought it in, and wore his Fast Pitch Softball uniform 
top when he came in. 

A lot of their old Jackets with their team name were 
brought in as well. 

the class broke into groups, de-
cided on a distinctive flavoring for 
chicken wings, acquired the 
needed ingredients, and then pre-
pared the food for secondary 
school staff members to taste and 
vote on. They mention spicy hot, 
lemon pepper, honey barbecue, 
sweet chili and parmesan flavors. 

Annual highlights of the Pro-
Start program include off-site 
events, including a CRAVE com-
petition held at Mankato State, a 
statewide Pro-Start competition 
for which groups put their own 
touches on specific required foods 
named before the contest, and 
Stars of the Future, an event 
where Pro-Start students take their 

food preparation skills to an ele-
gant venue selected by the Na-
tional Restaurant Association 
Educational Foundation, the or-
ganization which sponsors Pro-
Start. 

Everyday projects and assign-
ments, Chartrand explains, are 
meant to help build student skills, 
so they can be taken to the higher 
levels. 

One way she believes students 
can improve the food they prepare 
is to use fresh ingredients. Toward 
that end, Chartrand recently had 
the Pro-Start students getting 
spaces ready in the school’s CTE 
greenhouse. 

Students have already planted 
herbs, including basil, chives, ci-
lantro, marjoram, peppermint and 
thyme. Once those are thriving, 
Chartrand says the next step is to 
expand to vegetables, which will 

likely include tomatoes, lettuce, 
peppers, zucchini and cucumbers. 

“Those fresh ingredients could 
really enhance the food we pre-
pare for those many events,” she 
observes. 

Camryn and Lexi say they have 
some experience with the herbs, 
but look forward to finding out 
what flavors they bring to the food 
they prepare. 

They, and fellow enthusiast 
Anika Ladlie, say the enjoy food-
related courses as much for the 
love of cooking and baking as for 
the possibility of someday work-
ing in the food service industry. 
Camryn names her grandmother 
Judy and her homemade macaroni 
and cheese as an inspiration. 
Anika names her grandmother 
Fran who makes not only pan-
cakes, but maple syrup to go with 
them. Lexi says her inspiration is 

her grandmother Kathy, who 
makes cinnamon rolls anticipated 
by the whole family. Lexi takes 
some pride in having learned the 
recipe and techniques and having 
prepared some cinnamon rolls 
which match her grandmother’s. 

“We want to cook for people, 
and we want to do it in a way 
that’s safe for everyone,” says 
Camryn. 

And that, the three can’t help 
mentioning, is a lot of work. 

“It took a lot of time and effort 
to get everything in the green-
house ready,” comments Lexi. 
“And now we have to make sure 
the plants have what they need to 
keep growing.” The vegetables, 
they anticipate, will take even 
more attention. 

“It’s all worth it,” says Anika. 
“We get to use it to get better at 
doing something we love to do.” 

■ Farm 
 from Page 1

• Member tickets available now!
• Online & Tri M Box office opens on September 20.

• LTO Box Office open - PRODUCTION DAYS: Thu - Sat 6:00 - 7:30 and Sun 12:30 - 2

Little Theatre of Owatonna • 560 Dunnell Drive   I    LittleTheatreofOwatonna.org

TI
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©2025 Little Theatre of Owatonna

Performance Dates:
October 2-4 & 9-11   |  7:30pm   

October 5 & 12   |  2:00pm  

DIRECTOR 
GORDY HANDELAND

TECH DIRECTOR 
MELANIE ABRAHAM

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
KRISTI WESTERGAARD 

CHOREOGRAPHY 
EMILY WINN

Music and Lyrics by Dolly Parton  |  Book by Patricia Resnic
Based on the 20th Century Fox Picture, Originally produced on Broadway by Robert Greenblatt, April 2009 

Orchestrator BRUCE COUGHLIN,  Arrangements and Additional Orchestrations STEPHEN OREMUS & ALEX LACOMOIRE

SEASON SPONSOR

F  A  M  I  L  Y

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 
9 to 5 The Musical - Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com

FEATURING
DAWN JOHNSON | CORTNEY ESPE | MARTHA SYKES | ERIK EITRHEIM | LINDA MCCOMAS-WOOD 

LEE JORGENSEN | VITALY BAUER | ROBERT MCCOMAS-WOOD  |  HOLLY JORGENSEN 

HEATHER DUNEMAN | CURT JORGENSEN | PAULA JAMESON | GAIL ZOLLNER
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“For All Your Auto Repair Needs”

New Richland 
Auto Repair

Isaac Kofstad
OWNER

246 Third Street N.E.
New Richland, MN 56072
1-507-463-3261

121 3RD ST NE
NEW RICHLAND, MN 56072

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

JANIKE
SEEDS
LAYNE JANIKE

KRAUSE

FEEDS & SUPPLIES
9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043
kfshope@outlook.com

Krause Feeds & Supplies sells 
feed ingredients & additives, 
pharmaceuticals, biologicals, 
pet food, local food & snacks, 

farm supplies & fuel!
We have most everything you 
need for your home & farm!

MON-FRI: 6:30 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT: 7:00 AM - :00 PM

Sunday: Closed

Wagner Foods

newrichlandgrocery.com

Mon-Sat:
8 am - 8 pm

Sun:
9 am - 5 pm

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway

New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for 
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats, 
friendly service & great prices!

OLSON  EXCAVATINGOLSON  EXCAVATING
 GPS Controlled 

   Drain Tile Installation
 Open Ditch Clean Cut
 Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
 Concrete And Tree Removal
 Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
 Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
 Snow Removal & Sanding

Brandon Flatness, Owner » shop 507-845-2440 cell 507-383-2008

Hartland

MN

Reserve Grand Champion:  
Finn Loveless, Meriden 

Meadowlarks – Market Lamb.  
Champion: 
Miley Ahrens, Owatonna Vic-

tory Boosters – Goat Senior 
Meat Breeding Doe Kid; Callie 
Arndt, Pratt Commandoes – 
Dairy Goat Sable Dry Yearling 
Doe; Jeffrey Bruns, Merry Lane 
– Dairy Milking Shorthorn 
Yearling; Emma Gillis, Medford 
Go Getters – Market Beef 
Showperson Senior Division; 
Alexandra Herget, Meriden 
Meadowlarks – Crossbred Dairy 
Steer; Madison Homuth, Me-
riden Meadowlarks – Dairy Hol-
stein Red & White Production; 
Brooklyn Lacher, Lemond 
Snappy Boosters – Beef Steer 
Shorthorn Plus; Noah Mongeau, 
Straight Rivers – Speckled Face 
Market Lamb; Khloe Nelson, 
Lemond Snappy Boosters – 
Sheep Interview; Ava Resler, 
Pratt Commandoes – Beef Inter-
view; Clement Resler, Lemond 
Snappy Boosters – Dairy Goat 
Saanen Senior Doe; Joseph 
Resler, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Dairy Goat Sable 
Senior Doe; Allison Wencl – 
Rabbit Poster.  

Reserve Champion:  
Carson Ahrens, Owatonna 

Victory Boosters – Meat Goat 
Showmanship Advanced; Noah 
Gillis, Medford Go Getters – 
Beef Steer Chianina; Laura Her-
get, Meriden Meadowlarks – 
Crossbred Dairy Steer; Addison 
Hjelmen, Merry Lane – Goat 
Senior Meat Breeding Doe 
Showmanship; Finn Loveless, 
Meriden Meadowlarks – Sheep 
Middleweight Market Lamb; 
Khloe Nelson, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Sheep Heavyweight 
Market Lamb; Kaitlyn Resler, 
Lemond Snappy Boosters – 
Dairy Goat Sable Junior Doe; 
Brendan Van Gelder, Pratt Com-
mandoes – Beef Shorthorn Plus 
Heifer.     

Purple:  
Carson Ahrens, Owatonna 

Victory Boosters – Goat Senior 
Yearling Meat Breeding Doe; 
Alexis Anderson, Deerfield Get 
There – Child & Family Devel-
opment; Callie Arndt, Pratt 
Commandoes – Fine Arts; Hai-
ley Chambers, Medford Go 
Getters – Market Lamb Black 
Face; Brenna Clarey, Owatonna 
Victory Boosters – Beef Com-
mercial Spring Calf; Trey Hiatt, 
Owatonna Victory Boosters – 
Dairy Holstein Registered Fall 
Calf; Addison Hjelmen, Merry 
Lane – Goat Senior Yearling 
Meat Breeding Doe; Addison 
Hjelmen, Merry Lane – Live-
stock Demonstration; Clayton 
Kaplan, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Swine Market Bar-
row Duroc; Isabel Kasper, Owa-
tonna Victory Boosters – Crafts; 
Hailey Kubicek, Straight River 
Stars – Swine Market Barrow 
Crossbred; Emma Lacher, Lem-
ond Snappy Boosters – Beef 
Shorthorn Registered Fall Calf; 

Bentley Miller, Merry Lane – 
Dairy Goat Showmanship Sen-
ior; Rachel Miller, Medford Go 
Getters – Elements of Photogra-
phy; Emmerson Nelson, Merry 
Lane – Dairy Jersey Winter or 
Fall Calf; Ava Resler, Pratt 
Commandoes – Beef Prospect 
Calf; Ava Resler, Pratt Com-
mandoes – Home Environment; 
Clement Resler, Lemond 
Snappy Boosters – Dairy Goat 
Showmanship Intermediate; Jo-
seph Resler, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Dairy Goat Show-
manship Senior; Kaitlyn Resler, 
Lemond Snappy Boosters – 
Dairy Goat Showmanship Ad-
vanced; Roman Schwab, Me-
riden Meadowlarks – Beef 
Shorthorn Registered Junior 
Yearling; Logan Smith, Lemond 
Snappy Boosters – Metal Work; 
Darian Stransky, Owatonna Vic-
tory Boosters – Swine Market 
Barrow Other Breeds; Tess Un-
derwood, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Swine Market Bar-
row Crossbred; Carson Van 
Gelder, Pratt Commandoes – 
Beef Prospect Calf Steer; So-
phia Warner, Owatonna Victory 
Boosters – Fashion Revue Pur-
chased Clothing; Sophia 
Warner, Owatonna Victory 
Boosters – Purchased Clothing; 
Jayden Wencl, Merry Lane – 
Quilting; Natalie Winzenburg, 
Merry Lane – Needle Arts.               

Blue:  
Callie Arndt, Pratt Comman-

does – Dairy Goat Showman-
ship Intermediate; Demitri 
Bauer, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Foods; Aliah Fischer, 
Owatonna Victory Boosters – 
Elements of Photography; 
Brayden Fischer, Owatonna Vic-
tory Boosters – Mechanical 
Science; Paycen Fischer, Owa-
tonna Victory Boosters – Wood-
working; Anna Forcelle, 
Lemond Snappy Boosters – 
Rabbit Other Small Breed Pure-
breds Senior Doe; Anna 
Forcelle, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Rabbit Showman-
ship; Vanessa Gonzalez, Pratt 
Commandoes – Dairy Ayrshire 
Junior Yearling; Jacob Gwin, 
Meriden Meadowlarks – Cats; 
Ashton Harbal Martinez, Owa-
tonna Victory Boosters – Aero-
space; Addison Hjelmen, Merry 
Lane – Veterinary Science; 
Brinley Hoffman, Merry Lane – 
Elements of Photography; 
Lacey Hoffmaster, Meriden 
Meadowlarks – Performing 
Arts; Ashlynn Klecker, Pratt 
Commandoes – Global Connec-
tions; Quinn Knutson, Owa-
tonna Victory Boosters – 
Wildlife Biology; Quinn Knut-
son, Owatonna Victory Boosters 
– Rabbit Polish Senior Buck; 
Quinn Knutson, Owatonna Vic-
tory Boosters – Rabbit Show-
manship; AJ Kohn, Pratt 
Commandoes – Creative Writ-
ing; Hailey Kubicek, Straight 
River Stars – Needle Arts; Col-
ton Lermon, Straight River Stars 
– Science Inquiry; Kayden 

Melby, Ellendale Hustlers – 
Poultry Chickens Bantam 
Breeding Pen; Kendra Melby, 
Ellendale Hustlers – Poultry 
Geese Market Pen; Raylee 
Miner, Merry Lane – Veterinary 
Science; Raylee Miner, Merry 
Lane – Poultry Chickens Ban-
tam Breeding Pen; Andy Nel-
son, Straight River Stars – Dairy 
Guernsey Winter or Fall Calf; 
Cali Nelson, Straight River 
Stars – Dairy Brown Swiss 
Winter or Fall Calf; Brody Olt-
mans, Pratt Commandoes – 
Metal Work; Armand Orfei, 
Happy Hustlers – Wildlife Bio-
logy; Lily Prestegard, Meriden 
Meadowlarks – Crafts; Clayton 
Resler, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Performing Arts; 
Clement Resler, Lemond 
Snappy Boosters – Constructed 
Clothing; Elizabeth Rosecke, 
Straight River Stars – Perform-
ing Arts; August Schroht, Deer-
field Get There – Rabbit Havana 
Junior Buck; Colin Schultz, 
Pratt Commandoes – Corn; Isa-
bella Schultz, Pratt Comman-
does – Health and Wellness; 
Cody Shaw, Meriden Meadow-
larks – Consumer Education and 
Money Management; Cody 
Shaw, Meriden Meadowlarks – 
Rabbit Polish Senior Doe; Ali 
Slater, Meriden Meadowlarks – 
Dairy Holstein Registered 2-
Year Old; Grace Walburn, 
Happy Hustlers – Creative Writ-
ing; Cameron Wencl, Merry 
Lane – Science of Animals 
Dairy; Jayden Wencl, Merry 
Lane – Dairy Holstein Grade 
Fall Calf; Jayden Wencl, Merry 
Lane – Rabbit Poster; Jayden 
Wencl, Merry Lane – Science of 
Animals Dairy; Natalie Winzen-
burg, Merry Lane – Rabbit 
Showmanship; Valerie Winzen-
burg, Merry Lane – Fine Arts.  

Red:  
Wesley Flack, Lemond 

Snappy Boosters – Self Deter-
mined; Lukas Halla, Lemond 
Snappy Boosters – Dairy Hol-
stein Grade Winter Calf; Ar-
mand Orfei, Happy Hustlers – 
Dairy Holstein Registered 
Winter Yearling; Joseph Resler, 
Lemond Snappy Boosters – Self 
Determined; Evelynn Swedberg, 
Medford Go Getters – Con-
structed Clothing; Cameron 
Wencl, Merry Lane – Rabbit 
Havana Senior Doe; Natalie 
Winzenburg, Merry Lane – Rab-
bit Mini Lop Senior Doe.  

Placing:  
Halle Anderson, Meriden 

Meadowlarks – Beef Commer-
cial Senior Yearling, 1st Place; 
Lanie Chambers, Medford Go 
Getters – Meat Goat Showman-
ship, 4th Place; Emma Gillis, 
Medford Go Getters – Beer 
Steer Maine Anjou, 3rd Place; 
Jenna Herget, Meriden Mead-
owlarks – Swine Market Gilt, 
5th Place; Trey Hiatt, Owatonna 
Victory Boosters – Dairy Show-
manship, 4th Place; Brayton 
Ingvalson, Merry Lane – Swine 
Market Barrow Crossbred, 10th 

2025 Steele County  
4-H State Fair Results

Emma Gillis of Medford Go Getters earned champion Market Beef Showperson 
Senior Division

Jeffrey Bruns of Merry Lane 4-H captured purple with Dairy Milking Shorthorn 
Yearling

Enc 2 Metal Work — Logan Smith of Lemond Snappy Boosters captured a  
purple ribbon with his metal project.

Steele County 4-H Results



come to enjoy,” Walker said of the 
fairly new monthly event. Presen-
tations like hers and an earlier one 
by church member Sherry Jones 
regarding buttons take place 
maybe three or four times a year. 

During a presentation which 
lasted about an hour, Walker 
shared that she believes her love 
of hats may stem from her child-
hood, when women frequently 
wore hats in public, and always to 
church. 

Her first experiences were with 
Easter bonnets; she remembers 
getting a new one nearly every 
year throughout her childhood. 
The next consistent exposure, she 
said, came when she entered the 
health care field. Back at that 

time, nurses were expected to 
dress all in white and to wear a 
sort of starched white arch on 
their heads. 

The collection of showy, color-
ful hats which was displayed on 
Sept. 27 began, Walker believes, 
in the mid-1960s, when she 
bought a wide-brimmed felt hat in 
navy blue. She was about to take 
her first airline flight and felt like 
dressing up, so she put together a 
color-matched outfit that included 
her dress, shoes and gloves. 

“You might think I have a lot of 
money invested in my collection,” 
she told guests. “But if you know 
anything about me, you know I 
like a bargain.” 

She went on to tell that she 
stops at thrift stores whenever she 
gets a chance, and that “my car 
practically turns itself when I see 
a garage sale sign.” One of her 
best buys was a time when she 

bought six stylish hats for only $5. 
She mentions that people who 
know of her collection often give 
her hats as well. 

She told the story of one time 
she was at a thrift store with a 
family member. “I saw this one 
hat,” she said lightheartedly. “But 
she told me no, there was no way 
I was going to buy it. So I didn’t.” 

On the trip homeward, though, 
she couldn’t stop thinking about 
the hat. 

“So I called her, and I told her 
she had to go buy that hat and 
send it to me.” 

The group let loose an ener-
getic, simultaneous “Oooh,” when 
Walker lifted the hat in question 
out of a nearby box. Brimless, it 
was draped with a gauzy, transpar-
ent fabric. The color was a lumi-
nescent lime green. 

“When I have trouble finding a 
shirt or a jacket that matches a 

hat,” she went on to say, “I some-
times just wear black and then add 
a necklace or other jewelry that 
matches.” 

She looked again at the lime 
green hat. 

“Anyone from church can tell 
you, I wear a lot of black outfits.” 

Walker mentioned she enjoys 
wearing her hats because they 
help her feel stylish and unique. 
Women sometimes compliment 
her hats, but the really interesting 
observations and comments tend 
to come from men. She mentions 
one that a fellow called a “spa-
ghetti hat,” and another which 
was dubbed a “bird’s nest.” 

She went on to say she enjoys 
having the hats as something of a 
personal trademark, and takes 
pride that her two granddaughters 
love wearing her hats when they 
visit, and when they accompany 
her to church. 

“Now they’re starting to take 
them home with them,” she says. 
“They live rather far away.” 
Granddaughter Jensen Pfander, 
19, now lives in Iowa, but had 
previously lived in Texas. Grand-
daughter Sophia O’Brien, 7, lives 
in Brazil. 

Walker had also looked up 
some etiquette regarding the wea-
ring of hats. Social convention, 
she said, dictates that men should 
remove their hats when they come 
indoors; this includes everything 
from a casual “baseball” hat to a 
jaunty fedora to a cowboy hat. 
Men’s hats should either be placed 
on a coat rack along with coats or 
jackets, or held in the hands or on 
the lap. 

Women, on the other hand, are 
expected to keep their hats on, 
”unless they would be an incon-
venience to someone nearby, or 
they might obstruct someone’s 
view,” Walker summarized. It is 
acceptable, she shared, for women 
to place their hats on a table if 
they choose to remove them in-
doors. 

“Don’t wear a hat that’s too 
small for you,” she also warned 
during her presentation. “When 
they’re tight, you get a headache.” 
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Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr NE

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews 

Dr #100

Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit 
to the dentist?

Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000

1170 E Frontage Rd

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave N

Ag Equipment & Napa Auto Parts 
Family owned since 1966!!

229 3rd St NE
New Richland, MN

(507) 465-3237

Budach’s
IMPLEMENT, INC.
Budach’s

IMPLEMENT, INC.

agro-economicsinc

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775
121 3rd St. N.E.
 New Richland, 

MN 56072

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042
(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

L&D Ag Service specializes in 
the design, manufacturing, sale, 
and installation of fertilizer and 
chemical application equipment 

for Agriculture.

SINCE
1981

Place; Carsten Ingvalson, Merry 
Lane – Swine Market Barrow 
Duroc, 8th Place; Joseph 
Klecker, Straight River Stars – 
Swine Market Gilt, 8th Place; 
AJ Kohn, Pratt Commandoes – 
Creative Writing Community 
Impact Recognition; Olivia Ku-
bicek, Straight River Stars – 
Swine Market Gilt, 4th Place; 
Colton Lermon, Straight River 
Stars – Goat Meat Market 
Wether, 7th Place; Gavin Lewi-
son, Straight River Stars – Beef 
Steer All Other Slick-Shorn, 6th 
Place; Zackary McShane, Me-
riden Meadowlarks – Swine 
Market Gilt, 4th Place; Kendry 
Melby, Ellendale Husters – 9th 
Place Advanced Poultry Show-
person; Bentley Miller, Merry 
Lane – Dairy Goat Nigerian 
Dwarf Milking Doe, 3rd Place; 
Addison Mongeau, Straight 
River Stars – Sheep Wether 
Dam Black Face Ewe Lamb, 5th 
Place; Hannah Mongeau, 

Straight River Stars – Sheep 
Market Lamb Black Face, 5th 
Place; Emmerson Nelson, Merry 
Lane – Dairy Showmanship, 9th 
Place; Miley Ripka, Merry Lane 
– Sheep Market Lamb Black 
Face, 10th Place; Veronica 
Rypka, Meriden Meadowlarks – 
Beef Shorthorn Registered Jun-
ior Yearling, 3rd Place; Kaylee 
Sammon, Medford Go Getters – 
Swine Market Gilt, 8th Place; 
Isabella Schiller, Straight River 
Stars – Swine Yorkshire Reg-
istered January Gilt, 4th Place; 
Malia Schroht, Meriden Mead-
owlarks – Swine Market Barrow 
Crossbred, 4th Place; Blake 
Seykora, Straight River Stars – 
Swine Market Barrow Cross-
bred, 8th Place; Taylar Seykora, 
Straight River Stars – Swine 
Market Barrow Crossbred, 7th 
Place; Brenna Sommer, Straight 
River Stars – Swine Crossbred 
Breeding Gilt, 6th Place; Brook-
lyn Sommer, Straight River 

Stars – Swine Crossbred Breed-
ing Gilt, 10th Place; Halle Un-
derwood, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Sheep Market Lamb 
Black Face, 7th Place; Tess Un-
derwood, Lemond Snappy 
Boosters – Swine Market Bar-
row Showperson, 5th Place; 
Kennedi Wagner, Meriden 
Meadowlarks – Swine Duroc 
Registered February Gilt, 4th 
Place; Bo Zwiener, Merry Lane 
– Beef Steer Crossbreds, 4th 
Place.         

Green:  
Straight River Stars 4-H Club 

– Club Exhibits Plastic Sculp-
tures Challenge; Halle Ander-
son, Meriden Meadowlarks – 
Beef Showmanship Senior; Hai-
ley Chambers, Medford Go 
Getters – Sheep Showmanship 
Advanced; Lanie Chambers, 
Medford Go Getters – Goat 
Meat Market Wether; Noah Gil-
lis, Medford Go Getters – Mar-
ket Beef Showmanship 

Intermediate; Brooklyn Lacher, 
Lemond Snappy  – Beef Show-
manship Senior; Emma Lacher, 
Lemond Snappy Boosters – 
Beef Showmanship Intermedi-
ate; Colton Lermon, Straight 
River Stars – Club Exhibits 
Plastic Sculptures Challenge; 
Colton Lermon, Straight River 
Stars – Meat Goat Showman-
ship; Addison Mongeau, 
Straight River Stars – Sheep 
Showmanship; Hannah Mon-
geau, Straight River Stars – 
Sheep Showmanship; Noah 
Mongeau, Straight River Stars – 
Sheep Showmanship; Ava 
Resler, Pratt Commandoes – 
Beef Showmanship; Veronica 
Rypka, Meriden Meadowlarks – 
Beef Showmanship; Roman 
Schwab, Meriden Meadowlarks 
– Beef Showmanship; Bo 
Zwiener, Merry Lane – Beef 
Showmanship. 

Enc 2 Photo Elements — Rachel Miller of Medford 
Go Getters shows off her purple ribbon  

photography.

Enc 2 Needle Arts — Natalie Winzenburg of Merry 
Lane displays her purple ribbon Needle 

 Arts project.

Enc 2 Clothing Fashion — Sophia Warner of  
Owatonna Victory Boosters earned a purple  

ribbon with Fashion Revue Purchased Clothing.

Enc 2 Child and Family — Alexis Anderson of 
Deerfield Get There with her purple ribbon Child & 

Family Development project. 

Steele County 4-H Results

■ Hats 
 from Page 3

Got news? 
507-463-8112
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship 
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 
6 p.m. Bible Study 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor Trish  
Reedstrom 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship, Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meeting 
(first Wednesday) 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; 
Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*      *     * 
CROSS OF GLORY 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Tuesday - Council meeting 

(First Tuesday) 
*     *     * 

WEST FREEBORN 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship  
Monday - Council meeting 
(First Monday of the month) 
Friday - Quilting meets 9:00 
a.m. twice a month, see news-
letter for dates. 

*     *     * 
HARTLAND  

EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
MANCHESTER  
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN 
Manchester, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Father Glenn Frerichs 

Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 
4th Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 

Geneva, Minnesota 
Pastor Leandra Anderson 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship (times 
very for holidays) 
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

*     *     * 
SIMPLY CHURCH 

105 Second Street North East 
Geneva, Minnesota 

Todd Lundgren, Pastor 
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*    *     * 
VIBRANT LIFE 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
CHURCH 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor David Modder 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 
a.m. Kids church  
Check the website for additional 
updates 

www.vibrantlifeag.com 
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Pastor Kyle Smith 
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer 
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 6 p.m. Confirmation; 7-9 
p.m. Youth Group (No confir-
mation during summer) 

*     *     * 
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Randy Cirksena, Pastor  
Sunday - Summer Service time 
is 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday school. (No summer 
sunday school) 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday 
School from Oct through May 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for those 
wanting to listen through their 
car radios at FM 90.7 

*     *     * 
EAST FREEBORN  

LUTHERAN 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for those 
wanting to listen through their 
car radios at FM 89.3 

*     *     * 
FAMILY OF FAITH  

COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Rev. Neal Ooms 
Sunday— 8:45 a.m. Worship; 
9:20 Worship and kids church 
(now an eagle brook viewing 
church) 
 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
FAMILY OF FAITH COM-

MUNITY CHURCH 
Rev. Neal Ooms 

101 East Park Avenue 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 

*     *     * 
ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA 

Rural Ellendale 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, 
ELCA 

Meriden, Minnesota 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

PONTOPPIDAN LU-
THERAN 

Lemond Township 
Pastor Dave Klawiter 

Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC 
Hope, Minnesota 

Pastor Sandy Miller 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 
a.m. Youth/Adult Study 

*     *     * 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Clarks Grove, Minnesota 
Pastor James Cameron 

Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 

CHURCH of LITOMYSL 
Father Peter Schuster 

Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass 
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during 
Mass 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith 
Formation classes for grades K-
Confirmation 
www.litomysl.webs.com 
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com  

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 
a.m. Sunday School and Bible 
Study 

 *         *         * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL UNITED 

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 
Interim Pastor 

Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
PEACE UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 

Waldorf, Minnesota  
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 

Waldorf, Minnesota 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45  a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-

ident 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament 
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Ac-
tivities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A 
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE STAR 
EAGLE. 

I always enjoy the fall weather 
and right now is about as perfect 
as it gets. I like the thought of 
warm days and cool nights; it 
just doesn’t get any better than 
that. I know that a lot of folks 
might think of fall being the next 
step for winter. I just want to em-
brace the season and savor the 
moment. 

I can remember just before 
school started my mother would 
take me to town to look for 
clothes. I would get two pair of 
pants, a couple of shirts, socks, 
and underwear. When I was 
younger, it seemed like a big 
deal, and as I grew older, I still 
appreciated it. For some reason, 
the thrill was slowly fading 
away. 

When I was in grade school at 
Hammer School, our teacher, 
Mrs. Nelson, had her husband 
Juel come to school and give a 
presentation. It was in the even-
ing, so the parents were also in-
vited. 

Mr. Nelson showed slides of 
one of his fishing trips to Ca-
nada. That was right up my alley 

because I loved fishing and had 
always had dreams about the 
outdoors and visiting the wilder-
ness of Canada. That is one 
dream that has never come to 
fruition. 

When people ask me if I’ve 
ever fished in Canada, I tell them 
I haven’t fished all of the lakes 
in Minnesota yet. 

Although time has changed 
many things, my love for the 
outdoors has never wavered. I 
learned to appreciate nature at a 
young age and now my sons and 
grandsons have carried on with 
that tradition. Whenever I see 
them, it makes me feel so very 
proud. The best thing is that they 
still give hugs even as grownups; 
that’s what family is all about. 

Until next time: The fall colors 
are starting to appear in our area 
of the state. In northern Minne-
sota, the colors are at about 50% 
- 75%. It would be a good time 
to take a trip north to enjoy the 
colors. Our old neighbors who 
lived next door would take a trip 
to Gooseberry Falls every fall. 

In southern Minnesota, it is 

worth taking a day trip to the 
Mississippi River and driving 
along the river to enjoy the 
colors. 

Please show your support for 

our troops who are now de-
ployed. These service men and 
women are making that sacrifice, 
so that we may have the many 
freedoms that we enjoy today. 

by Dick Her昀ndahl
Outdoors Writer

 Woods and Water L O O K I N G  B A C K

Wagner Foods

newrichlandgrocery.com

Mon-Sat:
8 am - 8 pm

Sun:
9 am - 5 pm

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway

New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for 
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats, 
friendly service & great prices!

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330 

Locally Organized, Owned 
& Operated since 1939

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN
(507) 465-3292

Exceptional
care by and for

Exceptional
People!

agro-economicsinc

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775
121 3rd St. N.E.
 New Richland, 

MN 56072

T H O M P S O N
SANITATION,  INC.

thompsonsanitation.com

Clarks Grove Offi ce:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
 Phone: 507-256-4370

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS • RECYCLING

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

EST 1973
Award Winning Home-Cured Meat Products

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042
(507) 845-2100

LD-AG.com

25 years ago 

- The Millers smile as they display the Century Farm sign they 
will post near the end of their driveway on their farm, four miles 
north of New Richland. They were honored at the Waseca county 
fair and Minnesota State Fair as owners of the farm that has been 
in the same family for 109 years. 

- 50th Anniversary. It's Martin 
and Gerry Hoffman's 50th Anni-
versary 9-25-00! 

- The following area students 
earned degrees from South Da-
kota State University in Brookings 
during spring commencement ex-
ercises: Doctor of pharmacy - 
John Carl Kuth, Albert Lea; Jer-
emy Paul Anderson of New Rich-
land. Bachelor of science in 
electrical engineering - Joseph 
Allen Lindeman, Conger. Bach-
elor's degree in family and con-
sumer sciences - Kelly Jean 
Purdy, Albert Lea (with honors). 

- Erin Anderson and Elizabeth Schultz put the ball back over the 
net in the face of a Medford player who was unable to get to the net 
fast enough. The Panthers defeated the Tigers 3-0 last Thursday 
night.  

 
50 years ago 

- Don and Arlis Entwisle and 
their youngest daughter, Jackie, 
stand in front of their new soft-
goods store in the building south 
of their New Richland Drug. 
The Store will open Saturday 
with all kinds of ready-to-wear 
and fabrics, as well as hobby-
crafts.  

- The New Richland-Hartland 
football squad made the home-
coming joy complete as they shut 
out Morristown 29-0 Friday 
night,to cap the festivities. The 
Cardinals are now tied for first in the Gopher Conference, with Bloom-
ing Prairie and Medford, all with 3-0 records. The Cardinals received 
the opening kick-off on the Cards 46-yard line, where it was returned 
by Scott Smith 12 yards. After the first series of downs, Scott brought 
the ball to the one-yard line, on a 42-yard run around left end. Rod Smith 
capped the drive with a one-yard plunge. Adryn Peterson kicked the con-
versation point and the Cards led 7-0 with 8:47 left to play in the first 
quarter. Top tacklers for the game were Mitch Abraham and Terry Dun-
nette with six each. According to Coach Jim Simer, the Cards all played 
well Friday against Morristown. “We were just too fast for them," he 
added. 

- Members of the 1917 confirmation class of Pontoppidan Lu-
theran Church of Lemond are pictured here at Royal Villa as they 
were about to enjoy a 58th anniversary dinner following church 
services Sunday. They are from the left, front: Gerhard Johnson, 
Ralph Johnson, Lloyd Jacobson, and Alie Hanson; back: Mrs. John 
(Helen Strand) Sheplee, Mrs. Ed (Ethel Hanson) Oldenfendt, Ruth 
esping, Mrs. Allen (Edna Strand) Martin and Mrs. Gertie (Johnson) 
Nelson. 

- Fern Arlene Durfey of Lansing, Mich. and Elroy S. Verplank were 
united in marriage, Thursday, September 25th with the Rev. Orville 
Boettcher officiating at the 5 pm ceremony at St. Peters Lutheran 
Church, New Richland.  

 
75 years ago  

- Miss Shirley Martinson of New Richland has been accepted into the 
Alpha Delta women's society at St. Olaf college. A total of nearly 150 
girls were elected to membership in six societies. Final approval of each 
member was made by the student intersociety board. The formal instal-
lation for the new members was held at a mass meeting of all the groups.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Bluhm of London announce the arrival of their 
daughter, Julie Kay, born Saturday, October 21. This is the first child in 
the Bluhm family. Mrs. Bluhm is the former Betty Skelton and Mr. 
Bluhm, formerly of Waldorf, is the creamery operator in London.  

Autumn colors painting 
the countryside

BEAUTIFUL PICTURE - Shown here is a picture of the last 
evening that I spent at the cabin. The fog painted a beautiful pic-
ture as it was creeping across the lake, which reminded me of 
that Carl Sandburg poem that starts with: The fog comes in on 
little cat feet.                                    Star Eagle photo by Dick Herfindahl
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1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939

NEW RICHLAND
13984 215th Avenue,
New Richland, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789
Fax: (507) 465-3258

FAIRMONT
620 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 238-1355

ALL TYPES OF METAL

POOLEY’S
& RECYCLING& RECYCLING

WE BUY

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$$$
PAID

pooleysscrapiron.com

BOHLEN
PLUMBING, HEATING & AC

324 Broadway Ave N, 
New Richland, MN 56072

(507) 465-8376

507-456-5128507-456-5128
www.hollandauction.comwww.hollandauction.com

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, MN
507-256 - 4712

Serving Southern 
Minnesota for over 

45 years!

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Waseca, MN 

 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 mrpagencyllc.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 

Open  
Monday-Friday

Office of the Minnesota Secretary 
of State 
Certificate of Assumed Name 
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333 
 
The filing of an assumed name 
does not provide a user with ex-
clusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable cus-
tomers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business. 
 
ASSUMED NAME: Gen 
Partnership 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 9922 State Hwy. 30, New 
Richland, MN, 56072 
 
APPLICANT(S): 
Name: Randy C. Sorg 
Address: 13089 Inga Ave., Hast-
ings, MN, 55033 
Name: Jay A. Sorg 
Address: 9922 State Hwy. 30, 
New Richland, MN, 56072 
 
If you submit an attachment, it 
will be incorporated into this doc-
ument. If the attachment conflicts 
with the information specifically 
set forth in this document, this 
document supersedes the data ref-
erenced in the attachment. 
 
By typing my name, I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose sig-

nature would be required who has 
authorized me to sign this doc-
ument on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this 
document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I 
understand that by signing this 
document I am subject to the pen-
alties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath. 
 
SIGNED BY: Randy C. Sorg, 
Partner 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: 9922 
State Hwy. 30, New Richland, 
MN, 56072 
 
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: kseanor@hjlawfirm.com 
 
Work Item 1571294500024 
Original File Number 
1377108900029 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA OF-
FICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE 
FILED 
07/31/25 11:59 PM 
Steve Simon Secretary of State 
 
Published in the NRHEG Star 
Eagle on September 24 and Oct. 
2, 2025

HELP WANTED 
 

The HRA of New Richland (Royal Villa) is 
taking applications for the part-time Mainte-

nance position.  Responsibilities include gen-
eral janitorial and light maintenance.  This 

position is currently 10 - 15 hours a week. All 
applications must be submitted by 4:00 on 

October 9th, 2025.  Applications can be 
picked up at Royal Villa 221 1st St. NE, New 
Richland or can be requested at hranr@hick-

orytech.net.  If you have questions, please 
call (507)-463-8515.

HELP WANTED 
 

The HRA of New Richland (Royal Villa) is 
looking for someone to shovel snow from the 
sidewalks as needed.  Responsible for keep-
ing the sidewalks clear and free from snow 

and ice.  Deadline, October 9th, 2025.   If in-
terested, please call (507)-463-8515.

N O T I C E
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Andy Jewison
Summit Township Clerk

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 

 
THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following 
described mortgage: 
 
DATE OF MORTGAGE: December 
31, 2008 
 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$84,599.00 
 
MORTGAGOR(S): Jon D. Junkers, 
a single person and Dennise S. 
Junkers, a married person 
 
MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on January 2, 2009 as 
Document Number 278084 in the 
Office of the County Recorder of 
Waseca County, Minnesota. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC by 
assignment recorded on April 4, 
2025 as Document Number 
A339803 in the Office of the 
County Recorder of Waseca 
County, Minnesota. 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: The S 1/2 of Lot 5, 
Block 3, Winona and St. Peter Land 
Company Addition to the City of 
Waseca, according to the Plat 
thereof on file and of record in the 
Office of the County Recorder in 
and for Waseca County, Minnesota. 
 
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 313 4TH STREET 
SE, WASECA, MN 56093 
 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Waseca County, 
Minnesota. 
 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$51,285.34 
 
TRANSACTION AGENT: None 
 
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. 
 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
 
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 17.704.0270 
 
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None 
 
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part thereof, 
or, if the action or proceeding has 

been instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been returned 
unsatisfied, in whole or in part. 
 
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows: 
 
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
November 20, 2025 at 10:00 AM. 
 
PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County 
Sheriff’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW, 
Waseca, MN 56093. 
 
to pay the debt then secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.  The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is twelve 
(12) months from the date of sale.   
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on November 20, 
2026. 
 
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 

TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED. 
 
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None 
 
Dated: September 24, 2025 
 
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC 

Mortgagee 
 
TROTT LAW, P.C. 
 
By:                /s/  
*N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.* 
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq. 
Alexa Marsh, Esq. 
Attorneys for Mortgagee 
25 Dale Street North 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 209-9760 
(25-0992-FC01) 
 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. 
Published in the Star Eagle on 
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and Nov. 6, 
2025

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Residential • Lakeshore • Multi-FamilyResidential • Lakeshore • Multi-Family
Rural Properties • Farmland Rural Properties • Farmland 

Buying or Selling
CALL US TODAY!

507-456-0816
kimberg.edinarealty.com

Kim & Marcia Berg
REALTORS®

Blossom Stennes Card Party  
 

If you wish to congratulate  Blossom Stennes 
on her recent 90th birthday, you are invited to 
take part in a card shower, sending her birth-
day wishes to 415 Birch Avenue North, New 

Richland, MN 56072.



12   Thursday, October 2, 2025                                                                                                                                                   Star Eagle

Question: My grandkids get 
to be on their school’s “School 
Patrol.” I am so happy they get 
to help, but can you talk about 
this? I want people to be aware 
to help keep them and every-
one safe. Thank you for all you 
do. 
Answer: Congratulations to 

your grandchildren! You 
should be proud as it is quite 
an honor to serve on those 
School Patrols. 

A little history lesson on the 
School Patrol. The idea of the 
School Patrol originated with 
Sister Carmela of the Cathe-
dral School in St. Paul on Feb. 
21, 1921 when the first pa-
trolmen were stationed at the 
intersection of Kellogg Boule-
vard and Summit Avenue in 
Saint Paul. Adopted citywide 
by the City of St. Paul in 1922 
as a part of the program of the 
School System and the St. 
Paul Police Department, it was 
also adopted as a statewide 
program by the Minnesota 
State Patrol. Generations of 
children for over 100 years 
have served on the School Pa-

trol all across Minnesota. 
When you see a student 

safety patrol helping school-
mates cross a street or high-
way, you must come to a 
complete stop. You must also 
stop for adult crossing guards 
displaying a stop sign or flag. 
It is illegal to drive through a 
line of children crossing the 
road, even if a school safety 
patrol is not present. Violating 
this law is a misdemeanor. A 
second violation within a year 
is a gross misdemeanor. 

You can avoid a ticket — 
and a crash — if you simply 
buckle up, drive at safe speeds, 
pay attention and always drive 
sober. Help us drive Minne-
sota Toward Zero Deaths. 

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota send 
your questions to Sgt. Troy 
Christianson – Minnesota 
State Patrol at 2900 48th Street 
NW, Rochester MN 55901-
5848. (Or reach him at, 
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.u
s) 

‘Ask a Trooper’: 
School Patrol

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

“You’ll be glad you did,” is the message 
three persistent volunteers at Farmamerica 
have for anyone who would like to join them. 

Janesville area residents Rita and Jerry Jan-
ish have been volunteering for more than a 
decade. Both in their mid-seventies, the two 
say they feel richly rewarded each time they 
come. 

Jerry can’t help smiling as he tells of con-
versations with children. “A lot of them have 
no idea where milk comes from,” he com-
ments. “Or most of their food in general.” 

Born in 1949, Jerry remembers his grand-
parents’ home where “they were still living the 
old way,” meaning their home did not have 
electricity or running water. When he de-
scribes that to children, he says he usually asks 
how many of them would like to live that way. 
“And yes, some say they would want to,” he 
observes. “But I can’t help thinking no modern 
child would stay very long if they were truly 
experiencing it.” 

Still, the conversations are lively and enter-
taining, and Jerry says he’s glad to have a 
chance to share his stories. 

He expects to be rather busy doing so in the 
next couple of weeks, since Farmamerica will 
be the destination for children in grades three 
through six coming there on school field trips 
from September 29 to October 7. Program co-
ordinator Kari Wadd names Lakeville, North-
field, Blooming Prairie, New Ulm and others 
as having signed up to bring groups. 

“Children are fascinated by the farmsites 
and the animals,” said Wadd. “We use that as 
a sort of jumping off place to help them learn 
a few things about history.” 

The more volunteers the facility can recruit 
for the field trips and for other larger events, 
the richer visitors’ experiences tend to be, she 
observes. 

“We make it very easy,” says Hilary Kruger, 
who helps schedule volunteers and helps them 
find roles they will enjoy. “We have scripts and 
site descriptions. If they would like, we invite 
people to ‘shadow’ another volunteer before 
trying it themselves. 

“And of course, if they have experiences of 

their own that are relevant to the site, we hope 
they’ll share them.” 

During school field trips, children tend to 
cycle through the various settings at the facil-
ity in groups of 15 to 20. “So they’ll be work-
ing with small groups and giving a 
presentation that lasts about 15 minutes,” says 
Kruger. 

She encourages people who think they 
might be interested to contact her, either by 
using the Farmamerica website or calling the 
facility at 507-835-2052. 

Volunteer Ron Wood, 88, grew up in North 
Dakota. He says he enjoys seeing children and 
adults learn about “living the old way” be-
cause he remembers his father helping install 
the Rural Electric Authority (REA) power-
lines, so area residents could have electricity 
and the running water it made possible. 

An overriding memory for him is, “I spent 
many hours driving tractor.” Ron says nearly 
all his volunteer time has to do with the facil-
ity’s tractor collection, which includes 15 ma-
chines built from 1926 to 1964. 

Ron enjoys choosing the day’s tractor and 
hooking it to the facility’s “tram,” a shaded 
wagon with stairs for climbing on board and 
benches for seating. Then he enjoys endless 
people-watching as he sees and hears visitors’ 

reactions to the various locations and animals.  
An added bonus for him was pulling the 

tram into Waseca this past weekend to be part 
of the Marching Classic parade. Another re-
ward is the chance to get his hands dirty doing 
maintenance work on the tractors. He says he 
keeps tools in his vehicle, so he can do any 
needed work without having to borrow them 
from facility workers. “I really enjoy it,” he 
says. 

“I get some great opportunities and I have a 
lot of fun,” Ron says of his time as a volunteer. 

For Rita Janish, the biggest reward is “being 
part of something good and important.” She 
says most of her volunteer time is spent in the 
facility’s large interpretive center. “Whatever 
they need me to do, I do it,” she says light-
heartedly. 

For her, a favorite is helping with the 
frequent blood drives. “People come because 
they want to help other people,” she com-
ments. “They’re good folks doing a good 
thing. It’s truly rewarding to help them.” 

All three volunteers emphasize it is at least 
as enjoyable to help operate an event as it is to 
attend one. 

“You’re part of something that’s simple and 
good,” observes Jerry. “Everyone should try it, 
so they know how much they’ll like it.” 

Farmamerica 
seeking  
volunteers 

VOLUNTEERS - Ron Wood (right) and Jerry and Rita Janish say volunteering at Far-
mamerica provides a source of personal enjoyment and variety for them while also 
helping the organization accomplish important goals. They invite others to come join 
in the fun.                                                                                    Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

In Memory of 
Russell Anderson

If stars were candles, we would light each and every one for you.

Happy Birthday, Dad

October 4, 1933 - March 21, 2019

Love always - 
Caron, Wendi, Kerry, 

and Julie


