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Hartland
Steak
Feed

returns

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

It’s hard to believe it’s been
five years since the Hartland
Fire Department held its an-
nual steak feed.

Fortunately, that changes
this weekend.

With steaks supplied by
Neighbors Meats, spring
salad and potato salad by Su-
perior Catering of Ellendale
and much, much more, the
Hartland Fire Department An-
nual Steak feed returns this
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026 from
5 to 7 p.m. at their new loca-
tion 513 Broadway Street in
Hartland.

Delicious side dishes at the
feed will include pull-apart
bread from Hy-Vee in Albert
Lea, assorted bars from local
bakers, sweet corn, and lem-
onade.

“A lot has changed since
our last one,” Hartland Fire
Chief Gage Flatness told the
Star Eagle. “The last one was
in September 2021, and then
the tornado hit in December.
The Community Center be-
came the post office, so we
just didn’t have a place to
hold our steak feed.

“We're finally able to bring
it back! We’re especially ex-
cited that this will be our first
steak feed in the new Com-
munity Center. We’ve missed
getting everyone together for
a steak, some sweet corn, and
a good night with friends and
neighbors!”

The entire fire department
will be on hand for this tre-
mendous event. All folks are
encouraged to attend and do-
nate; the cost is a free will do-
nation. Takeouts are also
available. To go orders can be
placed on Sept. 19 between 5
and 7 p.m. by calling 507-
845-2469.

PJ Storytime at New
Richland Public

Library Sept. 17

There will be PJ Storytime at
the New Richland Public Library
at 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 17.
We’ll get you ready with stories
for bedtime. For ages 0-5.

Hartland Fire
Department Steak and
Sweetcorn Feed

Saturday, Sept. 19

The Hartland Fire Depart-
ment will have a Steak and
Sweetcorn Feed from 5-7 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 19. This will
be at the new Hartland Fire
Hall and Community Center.
Join us for salad and desserts as
well. Free will donations ac-
cepted.

2026 Royalty

CROWNING ROYALTY - The NRHEG Homecoming kicks off next week, with coronation set for Monday evening. Part of the home-
coming royal is, back from left, Jack Bartlett, Brendan Schmidt, AJ Deen, Ryan Schlaa and Brooks Gilliland. Front, from left, is Izley
Boerner, Keira Hutchens, Kylie Olson, Olivia Berg and Ariel-Star Anhalt.

Homecoming Parade is Sept. 25

Coronation to be September 21 at 7:30 p.m. in high school gym

The NRHEG Homecoming
2026 kicks off next week. Coro-
nation is set for 7:30 p.m. Mon-
day, September 21 at NRHEG
High School, when royalty will
be crowned based on a vote of
the student body grades 9-12.

The new king and queen will
reign over homecoming activ-
ities, including the parade
scheduled to begin at 12:30 in
Ellendale and 2:15 in New Rich-
land on Thursday, September 24.
The homecoming football game

will be at 7 p.m. Friday against
Lewiston-Altura.
Queen Candidates

Izley Boerner, daughter of

Beau and Ashley Boerner

Keira Hutchens, daughter of

Ariel-Star Anhalt, daughter of Rob and Stacy Hutchens

Anita and Randy Anhalt
Olivia Berg, daughter of Shane
and Brooke Berg

Kylie Olson, daughter of Erik

Royalty continued on 10

Sixth-
graders
react

to Al info
Session

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer
Shortly after attending the
Gruvy Education session about
artificial  intelligence (Al),
NRHEG sixth-graders Lydia

Students continued on 4

Al LEARNING - NRHEG Sixth-graders (from left) Lydia Louks, Avery Mollenhauer, Dyna Hanson
and Brendan Koopal shared their thoughts after learning about the ways artificial intelligence can

touch people's lives.

Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

A word from
The Word

He will turn
again, he will have
compassion upon
us,; he will subdue
our iniquities, and
thou wilt cast all
their sins into the
depths of the sea
Micah 7:19

REMEMBERING CHARITY - Hartland University's Fourth Annual Ride to Remember took place on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026. Pictured
from left: Brett Bair, Peggy Kopischke, John, Kylee, and Brandon Bair were just a few of those who took part.

Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann

Hartland University raises thousands for charity

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer
Justin and Sheila Arndt of the
Hartland University Bar held their
fourth annual Ride to Remember on
Saturday, Sept. 12, complete with a

50/50 raffle, silent auction, and, of
course, the prize for the winning
hand. A combined donation of nearly
$5,800 was raised for the Free Flags
for Veterans charity. The total came
about thanks to the riders, the raffle

and auction held the day of the ride,
and donations both from individuals
and from the Hartland Fire Depart-
ment and the Wells American Le-
gion.

Close to 40 participants took part

in the ride, which began around
noon. According to Sheila, “There’s
no starting gun to get everyone
going, they can just leave at their

Gruvy Education presenter
Luke Cumbee shared infor-
mation about artificial intelli-
gence with NRHEG students on
Sept. 9.

NRHEG
students
given
expanded
intro to Al

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

All students at the NRHEG
Secondary school attended a
one-hour session on Sept. 9
that was meant to help them
recognize the two-faced nature
of “artificial intelligence,” the
fast-advancing ability of ma-
chines to accept and analyze
information in a way that, until
the past few years, only human
brains could.

Students attended in two
groups, grades 6 to 8 and then
9 to 12. Presenter for the day
was Luke Cumbee, formerly a
teacher at Roosevelt High
School in Sioux Falls, S. Da-
kota, who now works for
Gruvy Education, a company
which provides training for
teachers, and, beginning this
fall, for students in locations all
around the country.

Prior to his presentation,
Cumbee noted it is inevitable
that artificial intelligence (Al)
will continue to advance and
expand because of the many
benefits it provides on the per-
sonal, industrial, and commer-
cial levels. “It’s not going to go
away,” he said. “So we want to
help students recognize the im-
pacts it can have for them, and
maybe give them a few tools to
use as they make some impor-
tant choices.”

As the ideas in Cumbee’s
presentation developed, stu-
dents were challenged to deter-
mine whether 8§ items were
produced “live” or with the use
of Al tools: items included
photographs, songs, and videos
that featured people dancing,
engaged in conversation, and
participating in a classroom en-
vironment. All students stood
up, and as the elements were
displayed, were asked to indi-
cate whether they believed
them to be “real or AI”’; those
who chose wrongly were asked
to sit down. By the eighth item,
only two students remained
standing.

Cumbee pointed out that
many of the “votes” were di-
vided nearly equally, and sug-
gested that division indicates
Al does such a good job of
mimicking reality that the best
a typical person can do is
guess. During a quick ques-
tion-and-response survey, stu-
dents indicated they already
knew people can use Al to
mimic their voices or create
images which show them
doing things they have never
done.

“There are people who want

Ride continued on 5

Al continued on 5
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Fenceunes

by Mark Bernard

Oh, I want to get away

The scurs have the Weather Eye
behaving with seasonal weather
once again. Are we continuing
down this path or taking the fork
in the road? Starting Thursday,
sunny with a fair chance of rain.
Highs in the low 70's with lows in
the mid-50's. Partly sunny Friday
with a fair chance of forenoon rain.
Highs in the upper 60's with lows
in the mid-50's. Mostly sunny on
Saturday with a slight chance of
rain. Highs in the low 70's with
lows in the low 50's.

Sunday, cloudy with highs in the
upper 60's and lows in the low
50's. Cloudy on Monday with
highs in the upper 60's and lows in
the upper 40's. Tuesday, mostly
cloudy with highs in the low 70's
and lows in the low 50's. Partly
sunny Wednesday with highs in
the upper 60's and lows in the low
50's. On September 17th we'll start
losing daylight at two minutes and
59 seconds per day. That will con-
tinue until Oct. 2nd. On the 21st
we'll see our sunrise at 7 a.m.
CDT. On the 22nd we experience
the autumnal equinox, ushering in
astronomical fall. The normal high
for September 22nd is 71, and the
normal low is 48. It soon will be
time for the scurs to locate their
long winter gatkes.

Hopefully we will continue to-
wards harvest without soil con-
ditions suddenly becoming an
issue. It's been a few years since
we've had a wet September, so one
could say we are due. Looking
back, since 2019 we've only had
above normal Sept. precip in 2019
based on the normal precip
recorded at the SROC. We have
developed a pattern of drier Sep-
tembers. Several of them have also
been hallmarked by above normal
temperatures and growing seasons
extending well into October. There
are never any guarantees, but data
doesn't lie. This has been advanta-
geous to starting harvest in a
timely fashion and being able to
sustain the push through October
without major delays. Are we due
for a departure from that pattern?
We shall see.

My recent trip north through
MN revealed few surprises as far
as crop progress. Just as with the
local crops when I left, one could
only surmise that there were some
major differences in planting dates
and maturities in both corn and
soybeans. Just as advertised, there
were areas that hadn't been nearly
as blessed as we were in the rain-
fall dept.

Particularly in the corn, the ears
were tipped down, giving the indi-
cation that harvest was nearer
there than other areas. As the Pro
Farmer Crop Tour indicated, MN
is still likely to lead the way corn
yield-wise nationally, thanks in
large part to the southern third of
the state. Not that there won't be
any issues. We've seen more stalk
rot, which wasn't unexpected after
doing numerous yield checks.
Soybeans are always a crap shoot,
but they seem to have held their

own. We'll know more when com-
bines start to roll on both crops.

This edition comes to you from
my fortress of solitude in suburban
Flanders, ON. Sometimes I've got
to get away.

After dealing with people and
their problems for a growing sea-
son, it's imperative to take a deep
breath of fresh air and exhale.
Dusting off the confuser and blow-
ing the Corgi hair off of it is al-
ways the fist order of business.
After that it's anybody's guess
what might exude from my finger-
tips. This has been a lengthier stay
than some with fewer outdoor
chores than others, thanks in large
part to a chainsaw that refused to
commence. That's OK. As I
learned back in my days living in
North Dakota, it'll be there tomor-
row. And likely the day after that.
No one else is apt to tangle with it
in our stead. I just appreciate the
opportunities I've had to visit such
a beautiful place and recharge my
batteries.

The flora and fauna in this area
of Ontario are always a treat to ob-
serve. This trip I was introduced to
a dock spider, sometimes known
as the fishing spider. Large spiders
are capable of getting up to 3+" ac-
ross. They're noted for catching
and preying on small fish, tadpoles
or insects. They are harmless to
humans. This particular model was
only 2" across, but it was on the
loose in the cabin. The only fish it
might encounter there would be
kipper snacks.

We captured the large arachnid
and released it outdoors where it
would be more likely to find prey
before the weather becomes inev-
itable. We've also been on the
lookout for hummingbirds. The
last one at the feeder at the camp
was Sept. 10th. That was the same
day a monarch butterfly was
spotted in Atikokan. That one will
need to hustle. Before I left the
ranch, there were monarchs gath-
ering in the trees. Fall has started
to leave its imprint.

It seems like an eternity since
I've seen Poppy, even though she
wasn't exactly on my Christmas
card list when I left for points
north. That early morning there
was a thunderstorm moving
through Bugtussle and environs.
Her reaction to thunderstorms has
become more intense and less than
amusing. It had taken me a while
to get to sleep that night, trying to
remember everything before fi-
nally dozing off. After three hours
of sleep, I was in no mood for her
antics, especially since I had a col-
umn to finish and several other
tasks to complete before hitting the
road. Nevertheless, time heals all
wounds. It looks like thunderstorm
chances upon my return are mini-
mal. That's good for all concerned.
Besides, it's hard to stay mad at
someone whose primary function
is being that cute.

See you next week...real good
then.

Teach a kid to
hunt small game
during Take a Kid
Hunting Weekend

Getting youth outdoors in
pursuit of squirrels, rabbits and
other small game is the focus
of Take a Kid Hunting Week-
end. On Saturday, Sept. 19 and
Sunday, Sept. 20, adult Minne-
sota residents accompanied by
a youth younger than age 16
may hunt small game without
a license, although they must
comply with open seasons,
limits and other regulations.

Hunting small game is a
great way to introduce kids to
hunting. Kids learn how to tell

where wildlife have been, how
to properly and safely handle
fircarms and how to access
hunting land. Anyone who
wants to learn how to hunt can
find helpful how-to guides on
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources learn to
hunt webpage (mndnr.gov/go-
hunting). Small game hunting
season details and regulations
are available at the Minnesota
DNR small game hunting
webpage  (mndnr.gov/hunt-
ing/smallgame).

People watching at the Renaissance

I know where Waldo was last
Saturday. As anyone who rec-
ognizes the allusion will expect,
he was wearing a red and white
striped shirt and hat and min-
gling among a large crowd of
people dressed in every color
imaginable and each carrying or
wearing items that helped repre-
sent who they were and what
they were doing.

I also rubbed shoulders with
Fred Flintstone, Dumbledore,
and a goat-footed satyr or two.

We were all at the Renaissance
Festival, wandering about and
seeing what there was to see.

We could not have been more
fortunate when it came to the
weather—temperatures in the 70s
and no wind to speak of.

I enjoyed many things while I
was there. Sat in on a show or
two. Ate wild rice soup in a
bread bowl. Saw some capybara,
elephants and an albino snapping
turtle. Enjoyed the company of
family and friends.

What 1 appreciated most,
though, was the people watch-

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

ing.

There were characters there
from video games and current
popular culture—though I could
not have named them, I still ap-
preciated the effort and creativ-
ity people had employed to make
their elaborately shaped head-
gear or footwear or wings. Some
folks were dressed as royalty or
elite members of various cul-
tures and widely divided times in
history. Some were covered in
layers of fabric, even leather and
furs (both real and artificial),
while others were Dbarely
dressed.

All these bizarre beings were
mingling and weaving among
each other in ever-increasing

numbers as the day’s crowd con-
tinued to grow.

My group of four arrived on
site around 8:15 after getting un-
derway from Waseca shortly
after 6:30—yes, I do mean a.m.

Since the gates don’t open
until 9, that might seem rather
fanatical. But after the hilly,
slightly dusty walk from our
parked car, we were glad to be
standing still for a bit. The
people watching had begun al-
ready in the parking lot, where
people got out of their cars in
fairly ordinary clothing, then
began to buckle on armor, drape
capes over their shoulders and
strap on weaponry. Others were
pulling dresses over their heads,

wrapping scarves around their
shoulders and waists, and setting
flowered coronets on their heads.

Our walk to the main gate was
behind a pair of glimmering
dragons, who happened to be
helping an older lady, their
mother, as she worked to walk
uphill. Beginning at the gate and
throughout the day, we couldn’t
help noticing that mushrooms
are “in” this year. People had
made large rounded hats, usually
red with white dots, although
other color combinations did ap-
pear. Clever touches of all types
had been used: strings of beads
suspended underneath or along
the outside edge. White buttons
large and small scattered across
the top. Clumps of moss on a
dark-colored mushroom appar-
ently meant to look threatening.
I got hints that one was from a
movie or video game. Parasols
decorated to be mushroom tops.
One group of friends who had
made similar but not identical
hats and looked like a matched
set in an array of colors.

A whole lot of health updates

I don’t have a whole lot of life
updates or happenings to share
this week.

Last week I did not write a col-
umn as it was simply too painful
of a week. 1 aggravated my
back/leg/sciatic nerve and spent
the entire week, continuing to
today, nursing a spasming calf
muscle. Quite painful.

On a positive note, a new
nerve blocking medication
seems to be helping.

And on an even more positive
note, I got results and a diagnosis
of what was wrong with my left
side pain/guts. 1 guess it’s just
simply a bacterial overgrowth in
my small intestines, most likely
caused by the antibiotics I was
put on when my wisdom teeth
were pulled almost four years
ago, about a month or two before
these terrible pains started.
SIBO, as it’s called, often goes
undiagnosed or misdiagnosed
for years because it’s symptoms
are so commonly misdiagnosed
as IBS or a host of other stomach
problems. I saw a specialist last
month who ordered five different
tests and had even more she
could test for afterwards. But the
breath test showed positive for
this rare condition. It is easily
treated with a two week course
of, ironically, a special antibiotic
that will kill that bad bacteria in
my gut causing so much pain.

Reading about this condition,

it should not come back once
treated. I am currently waiting
for insurance to approve the
$3,000 prescription.

As I dove into this diagnosis
further, I discovered I was doing
nearly every “home remedy”
suggested.

Listed as a mandatory treat-
ment was fasting for 12 or more
hours at minimum overnight.

I was doing between 16-20
hours lately because that reduced
pain considerably. Going longer
than that did not actually help.
Although when I had to fast 30
hours for the endoscopy and co-
lonoscopy, I did have the only
day in the past 3 'z years where
my body felt normal for 24
hours.

Turns out starving a bacteria
can help reduce/kill it.

Also listed on remedies was to
wait at least five hours between
meals, no soda/hi fructose corn
syrup, and no snacking. I don’t
drink soda, nor do I snack, and
finally, I really altered my diet to
be a very small breakfast fol-
lowed by one actual meal in the
day. Because, about four hours

Minnesota DNR invites
deer hunters to share
wildlife observations

With archery deer season just
around the corner on Saturday,
Sept. 19, now is an ideal time for
hunters to familiarize them-
selves with the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources’
online log for deer and other
wildlife sightings.

“We will again welcome
hunters to use our online hunter
field log to share what wildlife
they see once the season be-
gins,” said Tyler Obermoller,
DNR research scientist. “We get
valuable information from deer
hunters about the deer and other
wildlife species they observe.”

This is the sixth year of this
community science effort. The
Minnesota DNR uses the infor-
mation to supplement its model-
generated population estimates,
which are an important tool for
managing wildlife.

Using a mobile device or
desktop computer, deer hunters

can enter information about
wildlife they see while in the
field on the Minnesota DNR
w e b s 1 t e
(mndnr.gov/mammals/deer/man
agement/deer-hunter-field-
log.html), including deer, turkey,
bear, fisher and other species.

Hunters are encouraged to fill
out a hunter field log after each
hunt. Filling out the log, even if
no deer are observed, allows for
an accurate estimate of the
number of deer observed per
hour of field observations,
which provides a useful compar-
ison to deer density modeling re-
sults. The log will remain open
through the end of 2026.

More information on the
hunter field log is available on
the Minnesota DNR website
(mndnr.gov/mammals/deer/man
agement/deer-hunter-field-
log.html)

after eating | get terrible, awful
pains. (Aside from the constant
pressure.)

Learning these remedies over
the past 48 months was very,
very painful. Oftentimes, espe-
cially during the first year, |
would lay curled up, thinking I
was dying or having heart prob-
lems because of where the pain
was.

At that time I had no idea what
the solution was to the pain. I
tried a no acid diet because the
doctors told me it was acid re-
flux. It wasn’t and they told me
I was wrong when I shared my
feelings. The medication they
prescribed, I later learned for
fact, despite my telling them,
makes my situation worse. Acid
blockers slow digestion which
also means that bad bacteria has
more time to reak havoc. Those
same medications also gave me
bouts of mild gastritis that
showed up on my endoscopy
test.

[ tried a gluten free diet. It did-
n’t help either.

I lost 50lbs doing these hor-
rible diets. Then when they

didn’t work, I gained about half
of that weight back.

And, per more research, [ am
told that internal pressure can
also cause back problems. So |
am hoping that resolving this
will relieve some of the pains
from my two bulging discs.

I was told by Natalie at Thrifty
White in Waseca last week that
she has no idea how I can do
what I do.

I told her I have an incredible
team/staff.

She repeated herself again and
I went into more detail, bragging
about Deb, Amelia, Melanie and
Ben and also the game store
staff.

And she just shook her head.

I am grateful for the tremen-
dous amount of support and en-
couragement I receive regularly
from these people I care a lot
about.

Cribbage

In cribbage this week, I got the
best of Dad, winning 14-6 with
one skunk each. Our updated
scores for the year follow:

Eli 180 wins, 17 skunks, Dad
150 wins, 27 skunks.

Lifetime

Dad 563, 88 skunks, Eli 517
wins, 56 skunks, 1 double skunk.

(Dad and I played many games
of cribbage virtually these past
two weeks. He edged me in
contests 37-31.)

NRHEG W'}

Starn>

SERVING THE NEW RICHLAND-HARTLAND-ELLENDALE-GENEVAAREA

and the communities of Waseca, Otisco, Hope, Clarks Grove, Matawan, Freeborn and Waldorf

PHONE: SO7-463-8112

FAX: 507-463-0504, email: steagle@hickorytech.net
USPS No. 382-040, address: 128 North Broadway
Mail: PO Box 248, New Richland, MN 56072

DEADLINES: STAR EAGLE: Noon Monday
GOLDEN LINK: Previous Friday

ELI LUTGENS
MELANIE PILTINGSRUD
AMELIA ROESLER
DEB BENTLY

JIM LUTGENS
TERESA ROSACKER
PAYGE ROSACKER

Contributers: Al Batt, Bob Hanson, Mark Bernard, Mark Domeier, Dick Herfin-
dahl, Barb Mrotz, Brenda Dokken, Judy Tweeten, Rachael Jaegar, Tristan
Gehring, Ben Revermann, Payge Rosacker, Darin Reese, Rachel Loverink

Publisher

Copy Editor

Editor

Staff Writer
Sports Editor
Advertising Sales
Editorial Assistant

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$57 Per Year, Waseca, Steele, & Freeborn Counties
$67 State of Minnesota ® $77 Outside Minnesota

Published every Thursday by EJL Publications, Inc., and Periodical Postage paid at the
Post Office at New Richland, Minnesota 56072. Entire contents copyright © 2026 EJL
Publications, Inc. and respective authors. Opinions expressed in editorials or letters to
the editor are those of the individual authors, and do not necessarily represent those of
the Star Eagle or EJL Publications, Inc. Letters may be edited for content or length. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to P.O. Box 248, New Richland, MN 56072-0248




Star Eagle

Thursday, September 17, 2026 3

Compostings

by Al Batt

How deer communicate

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEET-
ING

My twin brother asked if I
ever suffer from hallucinations.
That was an odd thing to ask.

Why is that odd?

I don’t have a twin brother.

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass
his drive, thoughts occur to me.
Pumpkin spice always catches
me off gourd. This was in
Larry Wakefield's obituary: “In
honor of Larry, please have a
hamburger, a Pop-Tart, some
cranberry sauce, or some ice
cream. Those four ‘food
groups’ were part of the secret
to his spunk and longevity.”
RIP, Larry.

I heard an auctioneer say this
tongue twister without pause:
“Betty Botter bought some
butter, but, she said, this
butter's bitter; if I put it in my
batter, it will make my batter
bitter; but a bit of better butter
will make my batter better. So,
she bought a bit of butter better
than her bitter butter, and she
put it in her batter, and it made
her batter better, so, 'twas
better Betty Botter bought a bit
of better butter.” He used this
when he was practicing to be-
come an auctioneer.

I built a metal detector once
and I became a poor man’s
metal detectorist. I found rusty
nails and pop tabs, and their
nonmetal companions sherds
and shards. In general, “sherd”
refers to pieces or fragments of
pottery, whereas “shard” may
refer to broken bits of glass,
metal, rock and ceramics. I dug
up something I thought proved
the Vikings (not the football
team) had been here before
generally believed, but it
turned out to be a can of Co-
penhagen (an early Midwest-
ern dessert) that had a hard life.
I built a ham radio, too. My
neighbor, Claude Bias, bought
it. It was more ham than radio.

I’VE LEARNED

Every day of the year comes
round but once.

I haven't done the Hokey
Pokey in years. I guess I’'ve
forgotten what it's all about.

I was in a waiting area. ATV
was showing “Gunsmoke.”
Marshal Matt Dillon was shot
56 times over the 20-year run
of the show.

The only time incorrectly
isn’t spelled incorrectly is
when it’s spelled incorrectly.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

Name a rock group with four
men who can’t sing. Mount
Rushmore.

Did you hear about the three
holes in the ground? Well,
well, well.

When you're down by the
sea, and an eel bites your knee,
that's a moray.

The politician’s talk ran long,
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and when he asked if there
were any questions, only one
hand went up—the other at-
tendees were eager to go home.
The question was, “A horse, a
cow and a deer eat similar
things. Yet a deer excretes little
pellets, a cow turns out a flat
patty, and a horse produces
clumps. Why is that?" The pol-
itician gave it a bit of thought,
decided to say in his lane, and
said, "Hmmm, I don’t know."
To which the questioner re-
plied, "How can you be qual-
ified to discuss the economy,
healthcare and the cost of liv-
ing when you don't know
crap?"

What is a pirate's favorite
musical instrument? The guit-
arrrr.

The bartender says, “We
don't serve time-travelers
here!” A time-traveler walks
into a bar.

NATURE NOTES

Janelle Tukua of Albert Lea
asked how deer communicate.
White-tailed deer have an ad-
vanced communication system.
A deer in alarm or distress may
forewarn other deer visually
(stiff walking, foot stomping,
alert ears, raised tail and head
swaying), chemically (scent
deposited from the interdigital
gland between the “toes”), and
vocally (a snort or grunt). The
waving white flag of a deer’s
tail as it runs off is another ex-
ample of visual communica-
tion, as are scrapes (bare dirt
exposed by bucks pawing the
ground with their hooves) and
rubs (tree bark removed by a
buck’s antlers). Forms of body
language used by deer include
hair bristling, staring and head
movements that are used to es-
tablish dominance and terri-
tory.

When Europeans first ar-
rived in North America, there
were somewhere between 3
billion and 5 billion passenger
pigeons. In 1860 in Ontario, a
flock of passenger pigeons 300
miles long flew overhead for
several days. How could a
species go from billions to
none in a brief period? While
loss of habitat made a dent in
the passenger pigeon popula-
tion, overhunting was the pri-
mary cause of its demise.
Hunters reportedly shot up to a
quarter of a million of them in
a single day for food and sport
in 1886. By 1914, they were
extinct.

Researchers conducting a
helicopter survey at Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson in An-
chorage, Alaska, discovered a
black bear sleeping in a bald
eagle nest. The scent of left-
over fish may have drawn the
bear.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Matthew 12:34 says, “For
the mouth speaks what the
heart is full of.” Fill your heart
with kind words.

Geneva Mum Sale
helps In fight
against cancer

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer
Thanks to the efforts of about 20

volunteers, brightly colored mum
plants in shades of purple, bur-
gundy, rust, lavender, red and yel-
low lined the sidewalk in front of
the Geneva Bar and Grill the after-
noon of Friday, Sept. 11. Priced at
$20 each, they were a fundraiser for
the Geneva Cancer Auction, with a
goal of bringing in $2,500 in sup-
port of the group’s efforts to help
eradicate cancer.

The yearly sale has become quite

a tradition since it began in 2011.

The flowers were set out in a line,

so that buyers could easily pull up
to the curb, make their purchases,
and load them into their vehicles.

Barb Kuchenbecker had bright

eyes and a mum in her hand, “We
drove down to Iowa this morning
and got the mums. There was a big
donation from Thrivent
helped us pay for a lot of the cost.
Other than that, we donated our own
money to buy the flowers and then
that goes toward the Geneva Cancer
Auction.” Kuchenbecker has been
working with the auction since
2014.

which

Kuchenbecker mentioned people
buy anywhere from one to 10 plants
either to decorate their property or
to give as gifts.

Kathy Wobschall, who has vol-
unteered for the mum sale in past
years, was in charge of the cash box.
“I like mums because they’re easy
to work with.” she observed. “They
are not perennial, so plan on getting
another one next year. [ don’t mind
because things have gone well this
year with our sale. We have ded-
icated people who like going to get
the flowers and those same people
like setting all this up. I already
have 10 myself; some are gifts for
people.”

Kuchenbecker expressed her
thanks to the volunteers who made
the sale possible, including some
who drove to Iowa to pick up the
plants, the folks who loaned their
truck and trailer for the drive, and
those who donated money to aug-
ment the Thrivent grant.

She also mentioned that, for those
who could not come by during the
sale, there is a chance a few plants
will be available yet at 101 W Main
in Geneva, or by calling (507) 256-
7278.

MUMS THE
WORD - Top,
Wyatt Grose

stopped by the
Geneva Grill and
Bar's Mum sale
on Friday, Sept.
11, 2026. Kathy

Wobschall was
one of the vol-
unteers who

helped with the
purchase. Below,
Hadley Wayne
was sampling the
smells of the
mums she wanted
before she made
a purchase, with
assistance from
Jill Golhoffer.
Star Eagle photos
by Ben Revermann

CELEBRATING TOGETHER - Front Row: Yvonne Brekke, Ellen Moiser, Jeanette Jensen, Zetty Bailey, Iris Christensen. Back Row:

By KATHY PAULSON
The Ellendale High School Class

of 1957 held a reunion of their school
graduation at the Geneva Bar & Grill
on Saturday, September 12. During
the afternoon gathering, the class
members, along with their guests, en-
joyed some great food, a great deal
of reminiscing about their days at
EHS, as well as some great conver-
sation about what has been happen-
ing in their lives.

The 1957 graduating class of 39

students had chosen, “Climb far,
your goal the sky, your aim the stars”
as their class motto, and Dale
Johnson and Lyle Olson were Co-
Valedictorians.

The Baccalaureate service for the
class was held on May 19, 1957 and
the Commencement was on May 14,
1957 in the gymnasium that had been
added to the school.

Class of 1957 members in atten-
dance for their reunion this year
were: Zetty Bailey, Yvonne Brekke,

David Jellum, David Nelson, Mary Lou Deml, Melvin Schewe, Keith Harty and Corlyn Paulsen

Ellendale High School Class of 1957 reunion

Iris Christensen, Mary Lou Deml,
Keith Harty, David Jellum, Jeanette
Jensen, Ellen Moiser, David Nelson,
Corlyn Paulsen and Melvin Schewe.

The class members remembered
DuWayne Anderson, Dale Bartness,
Kermit Grosland, Marilyn Hanson,
Laurel Hendrickson, Dick Jensen,
Betty Jiroushek, Shirley Johnson,
Janet Kenney, Edith Lund, Duane
Olson, Mary Jane Peterson, Stanley
Thompson, Michael Waage, Gerry
Wagner and Lorena Zeman who are

no longer with us.

Class members not in attendance
for the reunion this year were Lyle
Bowen, Sandra Disher, Darryl Flim,
Jeanette Grimstead, Dale Johnson,
Donald Johnson, Patricia More, Dar-
rell Nelson, Lyle Olson, Ron Thomp-
son, Ovanna Utpadel, and Howard
Wayne.

The EHS Class of 1957 plans to
once again gather for a reunion in
2027 and hope more of their former
class members will join them.
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Odean Johnson

Odean Virgel Johnson, age 82,
of Waseca passed away on Mon-
day, September 7, 2026 at Mayo
Clinic Health System in Mankato,
surrounded by his family.

Odean was born on October 15,
1943 in Waseca, Minnesota, the
son of Virgel Richard and Orella
Lucille (Severson) Johnson. He at-
tended New Richland Country
School and graduated from New
Richland High School, where he
met his high school sweetheart,
Andrea Langlie. The couple was
married on December 20, 1963 in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and to-
gether built a life centered on faith,
family, and farming.

Following in the footsteps of his
father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, Odean became the
fourth generation to farm the
Johnson family land northeast of
New Richland. He was proud to be
recognized as the first American
Farmer Degree recipient from New
Richland FFA in 1964. In addition
to farming, Odean worked as a su-
pervisor with USDA - NASDA,
serving farmers throughout south-
ern Minnesota for more than 39
years.

Odean loved what he did and
found great satisfaction in his
work. He especially enjoyed
spending time with his children,
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children, attending their activities
and celebrating their accomplish-
ments. A lifelong supporter of ag-
riculture, he enjoyed county fairs,
farming, horses, and collecting
tractors. At home, his collection of
Minnesota Vikings memorabilia
reflected his dedication as a loyal
fan who followed the team through
every season.

Faith played an important role
throughout Odean's life. He was a
lifelong member of Vista Lutheran
Church, later Christ the King Lu-
theran and Grace Lutheran Church,
and remained active in the congre-
gation through the years. His prior-

Odean Johnson

ities were simple and unwavering:
faith, family, and farming.

He is survived by his wife, An-
drea Johnson of Waseca; children,
Roxanne Johnson, Keith (Kim)
Johnson of New Richland, Ro-
chelle (Chris) Compart of Nicollet,
Raeleen Johnson of Waseca, and
Kyle (Amanda) Johnson of New
Richland; grandchildren, Kelby
Johnson, Kaleb Johnson, Kylee
Johnson, Sara Compart, Dustin
(Natalie) Compart, Taylor Bolinger
(Amber Meyer), Riley Johnson,
Arin Boese, Jaiden Johnson, Ken-
dall Johnson, and Aurella Johnson;
and two special great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death by his
parents.

The family extends their heart-
felt gratitude to the staff at Mayo
Clinic Health System for the com-
passionate care provided to Odean.

Visitation for Odean was from 4
- 7 p.m. on Thursday, September
10, 2026 at Grace Lutheran Church
in Waseca. Visitation continued
one hour prior to service on Friday
at the church.

Funeral service was at 11 a.m.
on Friday, September 11, 2026 at
Grace Lutheran Church. Burial
was at Vista Lutheran Church in
New Richland.

Dsofuneral.com

25th Annual Tri-State
Drainage Research

Forum fea

tures field

tour and regional
drainage research

OWATONNA (09/11/2026)—
The University of Minnesota Ex-
tension will host the 25th Annual
Tri-State Drainage Research Forum
featuring an optional pre-forum
field tour and a full-day research
conference this fall. The event, pre-
sented in partnership with South
Dakota State University, [owa State
University, and the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture, invites ag-
ricultural ~ producers, drainage
contractors, consultants, agency
staff, and researchers to explore 25
years of drainage innovation and
emerging water management prac-
tices.

The optional pre-forum field tour
will be held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 30 at the UMN
Southern Research and Outreach
Center (SROC) in Waseca. The
main research forum takes place
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Thursday,
Oct. 1 at the Bass Pro Shop, 3900
Cabela Dr NW, Owatonna. Early
registration is $80 through Sept. 15
($99 after Sept. 15), and student
registration is $40 ($20 for student

poster presenters), payable online
during registration.

"Over the past 25 years, agricul-
tural drainage in the Upper Mid-
west has evolved from basic field
water removal into sophisticated,
precision water management," said
Gary Sands, UMN Extension pro-
fessor and water resources special-
ist. "This milestone forum offers a
unique opportunity to inspect field-
scale conservation practices first-
hand at SROC and connect on
emerging technologies like auto-
mated controls and drainage water
recycling."

Pre-registration is required. Uni-
versity of Minnesota Extension pro-
vides full program schedules and
registration details at
z.umn.edu/drainageresearchforum.

For more news from U of M Ex-
tension, visit
www.extension.umn.edu/news or
contact Extension Communications
at extnews@umn.edu. University
of Minnesota Extension is an equal
opportunity educator and employer.
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Annual fastpitch softball gathering

By KATHY PAULSON

Once again a great group for
former fastpitch softball players
gathered for a reunion to reminisce
about those good old days on the
softball fields here in Southern
Minnesota. This year the event was
held at the Geneva Bar & Grill on
Thursday afternoon, September 10.

Terry Peterson organized the
event this year and a total of 26
Fastpitch Softball Players, along
with four spouses, gathered to rem-
inisce about the days they played

fastpitch on the softball fields here
in Southern Minnesota.

Among those in attendance were
Terry Peterson, Hank Thompson,
Bill (Jane) Disher, Tony Anderson,
Scott Christensen, Steve Chris-
tensen, Dan Richards, Daryl
(Kathy) Paulsen, DeWayne Jensen,
Charlie Kjos, Gus (Julie) Currier,
Brian Muri, Allen Lee, Lloyd Ka-
plan, Clete (Sharon) Glynn, Eldon
Kath, Al Krietz, Don Overlie,
Steve McCamy, Jim Burmeister,
Jim Beech, Fritz Kendrick, Kurt

Erickon, Steve Roth, Marlin Kath,
Fred Kinsche, Bruce Jensen and
three of the former Kath Brothers
ballplayers.

The Geneva Bar & Grill was
more than happy to provide a place
for the fastpitch softball players to
gather, and served up a great as-
sortment of food and refreshments
for the ballplayers to enjoy.

Terry Peterson shared a few of
his memories from his many years
on the softball field, which I am
sure also got many of the other

softball players thinking of many
other stories that had developed
over the years while the players
were playing softball here in
Southern Minnesota.

It is hoped that when many of the
fastpitch players hear about some
of the former players who have at-
tended, and the memories shared at
past softball parties, they too will
want to come and renew old friend-
ships, and favorite stories at the
next reunion here in southern Min-
nesota.

Council sets preliminary levy increase

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The Ellendale city council met
in the evening of Thursday, Sept.
10.

After looking at their budget and
anticipated expenditures for 2027,
members of the Ellendale city
council set the city’s 2027 “prelim-
inary” property tax levy amount at
3.67 percent over 2026. Under
Minnesota law, all agencies sup-
ported by property taxes must set
a preliminary levy in September.
The final levy amount, which can
be set at a lower increase than the
preliminary, but not a higher one,
will be set after a “truth in taxa-
tion” presentation in December.

City maintenance leader Josh
Otto has been receiving bids for
road patching projects on Sixth
Avenue, Fourth Avenue, Café
Alley, Lerberg’s Alley, Third Street
and Highway 30. Council
members accepted the lowest re-

ELLENDALE
CITY COUNCIL

sponsible bid for $38,190 from Ul-
land Brothers. Otto also informed
the council that a fluoride pump at
the wastewater treatment plant
needs to be replaced at a cost of
$1,100.

Brian Sarff of the law firm Bol-
ton and Menk advised the council
about the wastewater treatment fa-
cility and the ponds which need to
be updated. Sarff advised Ellen-
dale began exceeding its sewer ca-
pacity back in 2022, and told
council members the ponds are un-
dersized and the flow must be de-
creased. The city must meet a
deadline of March 27 if it is to re-
ceive an extension permit to ex-
pand the wastewater capacity. The
council asked for more time to re-
view this issue.

Regarding work on the new fire
hall, council members were told

final move-in is waiting for a cou-
ple small projects to be taken care
of: a last cabinet has yet to be in-
stalled and a door still needs to be
painted. A brief ceremony on Sept.
14 will feature a prayer and bless-
ing for the protection of those who
work out of the fire hall. The coun-
cil okayed up to $300 for new,
state approved badges for the fire-
fighters. It was also suggested the
fire department should retool its
locks, so that all can be opened
using a single key.

It was mentioned that, of the two
residences on Radel Court that
were not in compliance with city
code, one has completed the re-
quested improvements. The other
must still take care of some weeds
and a problem fence; council
members decided that, if those is-
sues are not rectified by Sept. 17,
a fine would be imposed. A res-
idence on Eighth Ave. East has
been given till Oct. 1 to fix issues
on the property. A residence on

Fourth Ave. West has taken care of
its issues and will receive no fine.
The residence on Sixth Ave. East
is slowly making progress; ho-
wever, the council has received
confirmation that a contractor will
be finished with the roofing issues
by mid-September, then make re-
pairs to the house. As long as those
repairs continue on schedule, the
council will be satisfied.

It was reported that work on the
city clerk’s office is almost com-
plete. Not yet taken care of are a
review of the plans for the ramp
and some wiring yet to be done by
a contractor. All countertops have
been received and installed.

Mayor Scott Groth said the grain
elevator owner who also owns the
first set of train tracks with the di-
lapidated bumper plates will sign
off on whatever plan Ellendale
presents to get rid of them. Groth
said the railroad itself was also on
board with the plan.

HERITAGE BITS

In this picture, the 1899 New Richland football team plays against Mapleton on November 4. Photo provided by New Richland
Area Historical Society. (09/17/26)

m Students

from Page 1

Louks, Dyna Hanson, Avery
Mollenhauer and Brendan Koo-
pal shared some reactions to
what they had just heard.

Lydia pointed out she finds the
in-home “Alexa” bot quite use-
ful, but for the most part, all four
stated they already knew it’s im-

portant to be careful when shar-
ing or using online information.
They did express surprise at the
many ways online elements can
be targeted or manipulated. They
stated that, except for some of
the defaults like auto fill-ins in
texts or occasional online
searches, they seldom use Al
They commented they were
completely taken by surprise that
anyone might form a “friend-
ship” with an online personality.

At about 12 years old, they
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said they had not really given
thought to their future careers or
what effect Al might have on
them, but felt confident their cur-
rent ways of earning money—
which included mowing lawns,
babysitting, cleaning garages,
and helping care for gardens—
would probably not be affected.

Remembering some of the
positive strengths of Al, Avery
said he hopes it will help speed
up the search for curing cancer.
Lydia said that she hopes to be-
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come a singer in the future, and
speculated Al might help her in
the process of writing songs—
after all, the presentation had in-
cluded an entire musical piece
created using artificial intelli-
gence.

The four said they were glad
they had a chance to attend the
session, and believed the infor-
mation would be very valuable
to them.
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County agencies
observe September
preparedness theme

The Le Sueur-Waseca Com-
munity Health Board
(LWCHB) recognizes that
September is National Prepa-
redness Month. National Pre-
paredness Month is an annual
September observance to en-
courage Americans to prepare
for disasters and emergencies
that could happen anywhere
and at any time. This year’s
theme, Americans Stand
Ready, encourages prepared-
ness at home to strengthen the
resiliency of our communities.

Preparedness is not going to
look the same for everyone.
Factors like children and pets
in the home, the areas you live
and work, and disabilities will
change the actions you should
take to prepare yourself.

“Preparedness is a shared re-
sponsibility, and we all have a
role to play,” said Public
Health Emergency Prepared-
ness Specialist Sara Porter.

Not sure where to start?
Consider taking these impor-
tant steps to ensure your
household is prepared.

Sign up for alerts and warn-
ings with PHApp, Regroup
(Waseca), or Everbridge (Le
Sueur).

Make a family communica-
tions plan.

Practice emergency drills at
home and work.

Safeguard important doc-
uments and keep extra copies
in an alternate location.

Assemble a go kit with
supplies like food, water, bat-
teries, and a light source.

Learn more about National
Preparedness Month and ac-
tions you can take to prepare
for disasters at ready.gov and
how local public health pre-
pares at
LeSueurCounty.Gov/790/Pub-
lic-Health-Emergency-

Preparedness-PHE or Wase-
caCounty.Gov/593/Public-
Health-Emergency-Preparedne
ss-PHE.

Contact Sara Porter at
507-357-8509 or
sara.porter@lesueurcounty.go
v with questions.

m Al

from Page 1

to do harm and make the world
worse,” Cumbee said. “Al makes
them more capable.” Along with
that, he told the group “Al halu-
cinates—it sometimes makes
things up. And, right now, Al has
more online traffic than people
do.”

All of those factors, he said,
mean that everyone should be
careful about blindly accepting
any fact or piece of information.
“The more important the fact is,
the more important it is to verify,”
he said.

He went on to share an exam-
ple of fake online news which
claimed in May of 2023 that
there had been an explosion at the
Pentagon and was followed by a
sudden dip in the stock market.

“People who didn’t verify
whether this was true or not sold
their stocks and lost a lot of
money,” Cumbee stated.

“If they had checked other
sources first, they could have
saved that money.”

His suggestion to students was
that, when they see a piece of in-
formation online “instead of
blindly trusting it, go to other lo-
cations.” He suggested the “com-
ments” section in a post is not a
reliable source since, “Those are
a bunch of people who are also
guessing.”

Showing an MIT report which
claims false news spreads 20
times faster than real information,
he advised, “Pause before you
share. Pause before you believe.”

Cumbee also let students know
“Al keeps everything you give it.
All of it. Forever. There is no de-
lete button.” For that reason, he
said, they should not only be
careful about obvious things like
their address, social security
number or phone number, but
they should be aware that, if they

express their resentments, their
temporary feelings of anger or a
desire for revenge, those may also
resurface sometime in the future.

“Al is powerful, and that’s why
using your judgment matters,” he
advised.

Cumbee also suggested that,
while there are many ways
learners can use Al to avoid diffi-
cult tasks like completing home-
work assignments, there are
disadvantages to taking “the easy
way.”

“The learning your brain does
is the learning your brain keeps,”
he said. “Doing homework is
about changing you and building
your ability to think.

“Learning might be slow, it
might be difficult, and you will
have to use effort.

“And learning is worth it. Life
requires a well developed mind.”

Cumbee’s presentation also in-
cluded information about a grow-
ing trend for people to be
“friends” or even have “ro-
mances” with Al personalities in
their phones or computers.

He suggested the trend is
fueled by Als built-in priority of
“pleasing” people, and showed an
Al conversation in which the bot
expressed support for a plan to
impress a girl by performing a
“renegade” dance during a class,
then singing “You are my Sun-
shine” saying it “showed con-
fidence” and was “bold and
clear.”

Cumbee’s suggestion: “Don’t
ask for blind praise or approval.
Ask for feedback. Use questions
like “‘How can I improve on this
plan?’”

As with academic learning,
Cumbee suggested building so-
cial connections can be intimidat-
ing, confusing, and riddled with
setbacks.

“But you build genuine con-
nections that will have real mean-
ing, and that may last the rest of
your life,” he went on. “In other
words, it’s worth it.”

Child’s History of Waseca County

Chapter XIV, 1855-6. Town site
booming—Wilton village platted
by Cornell and Abbott of Owa-
tonna, and John and D. J. Jenkins
and Child of Waseca County—
Claim-jumping—House body torn
down—Many settlers arrested
and taken to Owatonna—Land
suits at Winona—War on the Le
Sueur—Buildings torn down in
Wilton

The first year's settlement did not
pass without a town-site boom in
this county. Speculators were abroad
then as now. In October, 1855, A. B.
Cornell and John H. Abbott, then of
Owatonna, came to the settlement
and prevailed upon D. J. and John
Jenkins and the writer to join with
them in platting a town site. Mr. Ab-
bott was a surveyor and the parties
proceeded to survey and plat the vil-
lage of Wilton, the first-born city of
the county. It soon became evident
to John Jenkins and me that A. B.
Cornell, the moving genius of the
firm, intended to get persons to
come on from various places and
take possession of all the land in the
vicinity, and that, too, without regard
to the rights of others. D. J. Jenkins
sided with Cornell and Abbott, and
it was quite evident that they pro-
posed to jump claims if they could
not get what they wanted in any
other way. John Jenkins and I with-
drew shortly after the survey was
made, and men from Owatonna took
our places.

D. J. Jenkins built, that fall, the
first house on the new town plat, or,
rather, adjoining it, and it was ex-
pected then that, like Jonah's gourd,
it would grow to almost a city in a
day. But, unfortunately, the prime

movers of the enterprise so managed
their affairs that the settlers of the
surrounding country, even up to the
boundary line of the village plat, re-
fused to countenance the building of
the new city. As evidence of the feel-
ing that existed at the time, a few
facts will be given, which, though
not very creditable, perhaps, will
show the extent to which men will
sometimes proceed when thrown to-
gether promiscuously beyond the
controlling influences of courts and
law. In the latter part of January,
1856, the Owatonna proprietors of
the Wilton plat hired some fellows to
jump the claims of four settlers—
Robert and Hugh McDougall and
George and Bill Robbins—who had
settled along the river, just east of the
village plat. The claim jumpers com-
menced the erection of houses on
these lands, and set up counter
claims to them on the ground, as
they said, that those young men had
claimed more than 160 acres each,
that because they were foreign born
and had not declared their intentions
of becoming citizens prior to their
settlement. The former of these
charges was false, the latter true. The
men had not declared their intentions
to become citizens simply because
there was no court nearer than
Mankato, and also because they ex-
pected to do so as soon as they could
get to the land office at Winona.

As soon as it was noised about
that claim-jumping had commenced,
an impromptu meeting of the boys
was held and they concluded to visit
the claim-jumpers and inform them
that claim-jumping would not be tol-
erated at all in the settlement. The
agents of the "city speculators" were
at the time putting up a log house on

the claim since known as the O'Brien
land. It adjoined the village plat, on
the east, and lay immediately on the
road leading to Owatonna. Nearly
every man in the settlement was
present at the meeting. They all pro-
ceeded to the place where the claim-
jumpers were at work, and informed
them what had been decided upon.
The claim-jumpers were acting
under the legal advice of Mr. Cornell
and conducted themselves accord-
ingly. They evinced none of that
blunt, out-spoken honesty so com-
mon to western pioneers, but ob-
served a studied purpose to
overreach the boys in legal points
and yet preserve themselves from
physical harm. They showed no
fight, but quietly stepped aside when
told to do so, by the original claim-
ants. The latter then proceeded to
tear down the building forthwith.
Cornell's gang quietly withdrew
from the premises after witnessing
the tearing down process. As soon as
possible thereafter warrants were
sued out before an Owatonna justice
(this was then a part of Steele
county) for the arrest of five of the
men; to-wit: John Jenkins, Hugh and
Robert McDougall, and George and
William Robbins—all but Jenkins
having an interest in the claims
jumped. The charge was that of ma-
liciously tearing down a building.
Nearly all the other settlers on the
upper Le Sueur were subpoenaed as
witnesses. After a trial, which lasted
three or four days, three of the five
were found guilty and the other two
were discharged on motion of the
prosecuting attorney. The whole trial
was a good deal of a farce. If one of
the party was guilty of a crime, all
were guilty. We asked to be allowed

to prove that the claim jumpers were
committing willful and malicious
trespass upon lands belonging to the
arrested parties, and that only nec-
essary force was used to expel the
trespassers; the request was refused.
Those found guilty appealed to the
district court and were in due time
discharged without costs on account
of error in the proceedings before the
justice.

Immediately after the justice
trials, Cornell, through his satellites,
commenced suit before the land of-
ficers at Winona, and the contesting
parties and their witnesses were
compelled to make several trips to
Winona. After about a year of expen-
sive litigation, the matter was com-
promised and settled, the McDougall
brothers giving up one forty and tak-
ing another.

During the troubles that grew out
of that affair there was actual danger
of bloodshed. Some of the men went
armed. Cornell became so alarmed
that he did not show himself in the
settlement for a long time. In early
spring (1856) several house bodies
were erected on the Wilton town-
site, but on the night of the 19th of
April, 1856, they were all torn down,
literally razed to the ground. I re-
member the date, for that was the
night of my wedding day, and some
of the boys remarked that "They
couldn't lay that deviltry onto Pat."
As to who did the evil deed, prob-
ably no one knows, or ever knew,
except those engaged in it. This oc-
currence and the general hostility of
all the surrounding settlers to the
Wilton spéculators, prevented any
further growth during the summer
following.

ZED by Duane M. Abel
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own leisure” rule while enjoying

= snacks in their side by side vehicle.
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from P age 1 bar and receive a stamp to prove they

RUSS NELSON
MOTOR SHOP

Electric Motor Repair
and Replacement

601 Dutton Drive
Ellendale, MN

507-473-0513

russnelson1941@gmail.com

own leisure.” Counting Hartland
University as stop number one, there
were 11 stops: TB3’s in Freeborn;
VFW Post 1778 in Wells; American
Legion Post 404 in Alden; Conger
Bar; 26 Pit Stop Bar & Grill in
Walters; Scarville Bar; American Le-
gion Post 317 and Good Shot Golf &
Sporting Clay, both in Emmons; and
Forever Berma’s and Legion Post
454, both in Kiester.

Kevin Robran and Erin Rae were
there to help out with the fundraiser.
They were relaxing in the parking lot
and making use of the “leave at your

USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

were there. Players also receive a
playing card at each stop and upon
returning to Hartland University, the
best hand is the winner. They don’t
have to visit every bar, but more
cards equal more chances at a better
hand.

The Free Flags for Veterans motto
is: “Honoring those who served-one
flag at a time.” Any veterans who
provide documentation of their serv-
ice will receive an American flag free
of charge. Anyone wishing to make
a donation can send a check of
money order to Free Flags for Vet-
erans at PO Box 555, Waseca, MN
56093.

507-455-3440
eatonshooks@q.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30

602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060

507-874-3863 °

507-473-0345

Spencer Tufte and Levi Arnold were among those participating
in Hartland University's Fourth Annual Ride to Remember fund-
raiser on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026.
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HOME-COURT ACTION— The NRHEG High School volleyball team was in action against Waterville-Elysian Morristown Thursday in New Richland. At left, the Panthers’ Ezra Boerner sends the ball

over the net. At right, Aubrey Hendrickson goes to the floor for a dig.

. : 3 ‘ b . r\
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TOUGH NIGHT — The NRHEG volleyball team fell behind early against WEM Thursday and could never catch up, dropping a 3-0
decision. At left, the Panthers’ Clara Buendorf prepares to serve. At right, Ezra Boerner (1) and Sierra Fish (6) go up for a block
attempt.

Spikers
to USC,

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School vol-
leyball team ventured to United
South Central last Tuesday for its
Gopher Conference opener.

It did not go as hoped.

The Panthers dropped a 3-0 deci-
sion, with game scores of 25-17, 25-
18 and 25-17.

"Overall, our mental game did
not hold up to our standards

throughout the match," said
NRHEG head coach Bethany
Tennis.

Junior Brooklyn Sommer tallied
15 set assists for the Panthers, while
senior Clara Buendorf recorded five
blocks.

"As a team, we still have a few
things to smooth out early in the
season," said Coach Tennis. "We are
looking forward to facing off at
home with WEM on Thursday at
home with a much smarter, more
disciplined and unified team."

Totals against USC: Ezra Boerner
two kills, seven digs, one set assist,
three blocks; Izley Boerner three
digs; Buendorf four kills, five
blocks; Gia Cazares one dig; Sierra
Fish two kills; Aubrey Hendrickson
five digs; Jovey Knudson one Kkill,
two blocks; Anika Ladlie six Kkills,
three digs, one set assist, three
blocks; Sommer six digs, 15 set
assists, one block; Emmy Stadheim
two kills, four digs; Ciara Stenzel

Photos by Jim Lutgens

fall 3-0
WEM

“"We still have @
few things fo

smooth out.”
— NRHEG coach
Bethany Tennis

one dig.

The Panthers hosted a scrappy
WEM squad on Thursday and lost
in three sets, 25-9,25-17 and 25-21.
The Bucs grabbed the momentum
early and the Panthers could never
quite hit their stride.

"We know there are a few things
we need to clean up on our side of
the net," said Tennis. "Consistency
will be a key to our success moving
forward. We have the ability to
compete, but we need to be more
consistent in all areas of the game
and take advantage of the opportu-
nities we create."

Panther totals: Ezra Boerner two
kills, nine digs, four blocks;
Buendorf three kills, three digs;
Cazares three digs; Fish three kills,
one block; Hendrickson 21 digs;
Knudson one kill, three digs, two
blocks, one service ace; Ladlie five
kills, 14 digs, five blocks, one ace;
Sommer eight digs, 13 set assists;
Stadheim nine digs; Stenzel one
ace.

NRHEG runners
brave the heat
at Stewartville

Wobbrock takes 20th out of 125

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
cross country teams traveled to
Stewartville for the Bill Glomski
Invitational Thursday, Sept. 3.

According to Panthers coach
Larry Nydegger, heat played a fac-
tor in shortening the length of the
races, with varsity runners covering
3,200 meters.

The NRHEG girls were led by
Julieann Wobbrock, who placed
20th out of 125 runners with a time
of 13:36. Violette Botten finished
101st in 17:03, Rylie Cromwell
113th in 18:42.

Leading the NRHEG boys was
Kasey Jewison, who toured the

course in 11:17 to place 18th among
121 varsity runners. Colton Lermon
was 88th in 13:35, Devlin
McWilliams 106th in 15:02.

The Panthers' C-squad runners,
Marvin Tolzman and Jordy Klocek,
running a 1,200-meter course, fin-
ished 75th and 76th, respectively,
Marvin clocking 7:11 and Jordy
7:11.

"It was another hot one in
Stewartville," said Nydegger.
"Races like this are as much a chal-
lenge of the runners' mental strength
as well as their physical endurance.
I am extremely proud of the effort
these runners put into their races."

Wobbrock.

IT WAS HOT — NRHEG cross country runners in action at Stewartville are, from left, Colton Lermon, Kasey Jewison and Julieann

Photos by Larry Nydegger
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Planning

underway for
next year’s fair

By KAREN JORGENSEN
Steele County Times

The 2026 Steele County Free Fair
is barely history, but fair officials are
already busy planning next year’s
event.

Bright Lights & Blue Ribbons has
been chosen as then theme for the
2027 fair.

In the past, fair officials asked for
people to send in their suggestions
and a winner was selected from
those suggestions. This year, ho-
wever, the fair board decided to try
something different.

Rather than having a competition
for the next theme, said Fair Man-
ager Scott Kozelka, the decision was
made to have “a bunch of people”
brainstorm and come up with sug-
gestions. This included fair officials,
staff, department superintendents,
basically anyone who had an opin-
ion, offering ideas. There were some
suggestions out there about 2027
being the 100th year of a free fair,
but that caused concerns about some
people thinking the fair itself is only
100 years old.

One thought that kept coming up,
he said, was that just about everyone
who commented said the fair
seemed brighter this year. That, they
decided, was probably because of
the sling shot and the Big Wheel on
the carnival.

So that is where the first part of the

already

new slogan, Bright Lights, came
from. The second part, Blue Rib-
bons, is in recognition of the many
ribbons given out during the fair for
4-H, FFA and Open Class entries.

The new banner was designed and
made public on the side of the
Grandstand during the 2026 fair.
There have already been comments,
Kozelka said, from people saying
how much they like it.

While the final numbers are still
being counted for the 2026 fair, he
said, planning is already underway
for next year’s big event.

Planning for an event the size of
the Steele County Free Fair is really
a year-long job, he said.

Next year’s activities will also
highlight the fact that the fair will
celebrate its 100th year as a free
event, Kozelka said. The first fair
was actually held on Oct. 17, 1860.
Early prize winners included re-
wards for working oxen, locally
made buggies, corn crops and butter
churns.

After the 1860 fair, there is no
record of any fair until 1871, likely
because of the Civil War. The fair
moved to its current location in
1918.

The Minnesota State Fair was also
held in Owatonna in 1883 and 1884.

And in case you want to know
when the 2027 fair will be held,
check out the fair’s website. The
counter is already online.

Archery hunters set to begin season this weekend

It’s an exciting time of the year
for archery deer hunters as they look
forward to Minnesota’s archery deer
season that runs from Saturday,
Sept. 19 through Thursday, Dec. 31.

“Archery hunters benefit from
having a long season to get out into
the woods and fields, experience the
change of seasons, and see deer and
have opportunities to harvest them,”
said Paul Burr, deer coordinator for
the Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources. “We encourage
hunters to take advantage of oppor-
tunities to harvest antlerless deer,
which are abundant in much of the
state.”

Deer hunting is critical for deer
population management. While
parts of northern Minnesota con-
tinue to experience lower deer
numbers than in recent decades,
many areas need help reducing local
deer populations. In the areas with
an abundance of deer, hunters are al-
lowed to harvest multiple antlerless
deer.

“Hunting helps balance the size of
local deer herds with the available
natural forage and habitat con-
ditions,” Burr said. “Early in the ar-
chery season is a great time to go out
and harvest a doe or two.”

Many archery hunters do harvest
antlerless deer. In 2025, 55% of ar-
chery-harvested deer were antler-
less, and archery hunters were
responsible for one-fifth of all ant-
lerless deer harvested in Minnesota.
Last year, 30,043 deer were har-
vested during Minnesota’s archery
season, which is an all-time high for
the state. Roughly half of those deer

were harvested with crossbows, and
the other half with vertical bows.
ELS updates in effect
this season

Archery deer hunters are re-
minded that changes in how hunters
buy licenses, validate harvests and
register harvests are in place for all
hunters in all seasons with the new
electronic licensing system the Min-
nesota DNR launched in June.

There are three ways to buy a li-
cense (mobile app, online, or in per-
son from a license agent) and three
ways to carry it (paper, PDF, or
stored in the app). Customers can
access the new system on the Min-
nesota DNR website
(mndnr.gov/buyalicense) or by
searching “Minnesota DNR Licen-
sing” in the Apple or Google app
stores. In-person license agents can
be found on a map on the Minnesota

DNR website
(mndnr.gov/licenses/agents-
map.html).

When hunters purchase their li-
cense, they will choose if they want
to validate a future harvest using the
mobile app, or a paper tag. Then
they will be able to register the deer
in person, online or using the mobile
app.

“We are encouraging hunters to
buy their licenses early and get fa-
miliar with the process of validating
and registering harvests this year,”
Burr said.

The process on how to validate
and register a harvest is detailed on
pages 28-29 in the regulations book-
let (mndnr.gov/regulations/hunting).

Hunters who are validating har-

vests using the mobile app are re-
minded to make sure they are
logged into the app before leaving
for their hunt. This allows the hunter
to validate their harvest in the field
even if they are out of cell service
range. Once the hunter is back in
cell service, the app will then send
the harvest data.
CWD testing reminders

Hunters should check chronic
wasting disease requirements, in-
cluding new carcass disposal rules,
and available sampling options for
the deer permit areas where they
hunt, on the Minnesota DNR CWD
webpage (mndnr.gov/cwd).

Archery hunters should note that
self-service sampling stations will
only be available during the opening
weekend of firearms deer season
within the 2026 CWD surveillance
block. And within the surveillance
block, testing is mandatory for ar-
chery hunters during the opening
weekend of firearms season. Infor-
mation about the different ways to
get deer tested for CWD is available
on the DNR website
(mndnr.gov/cwd/cwd-testing.html).

Blaze clothing requirements and
safety reminders

Archery hunters are reminded that
blaze orange or blaze pink clothing
is required during the youth and
early antlerless seasons from Thurs-
day, Oct. 15, through Sunday, Oct.
18, and during any other open fire-
arms deer season.

Since archery season overlaps
with small game firearms season,
hunters should wear an article of
blaze clothing when hunting on pub-

lic land to ensure they are visible to
other hunters in the field.

Hunters are strongly encouraged
to be safe when using tree stands,
with  more information on
tree stand safety
(mndnr.gov/safety/treestand/index.h
tml) available online.

In addition, deer hunters, includ-
ing archery hunters, who are hunting
deer in a fabric or synthetic ground
blind on public land must have a
blaze orange safety covering on top
of the blind that is visible from all
directions, or a patch made of blaze
orange material that is at least 144
square inches (12x12 inches) on
each side of the blind.

Tips and information

Hunters can learn more about
what to expect this deer season in an
upcoming webinar at noon on Wed-
nesday, Sept. 23. Registration is re-
quired. Register and find more
details on the DNR website
(mndnr.gov/discover). If you are un-
able to attend the live webinar, it
will also be recorded and posted on
that webpage. Registration is not re-
quired to view the recorded webinar.

Detailed information for every
deer permit area, including last
year’s harvest, hunters per square
mile, public hunting ground, and
land cover types, is available
through the interactive deer map
(mndnr.gov/deermap) by selecting
“DPA Details.” Deer hunting regu-
lations are available on the Minne-
sota DNR’s deer hunting webpage
(mndnr.gov/hunting/deer) and in the
hunting and trapping regulations
booklet.

Early probation release dropped in Judge Worke DWI case

By ALEX MALM
Steele County Times

A Minnesota Court of Appeals
Judge is reportedly dropping her
request to be released from proba-
tion early.

Former Steele County Attorney
Dan Mclntosh earlier this summer
accused Steele County of violating
the Data Practices Act related to
the high-profile case of Minnesota
Court of Appeals Judge Renee
Worke, according to court doc-
uments.

The accusation created legal
wrangling in which Mclntosh
claims Steele County improperly
released probation data related to
Worke’s DWI case late last year.

Just who released the data is
what still appears to be up for de-
bate.

Current Steele County Attorney
Rob Jarrett disagrees with Mcln-
tosh’s claims in the case that saw
Mclntosh defend Worke.

Original case

Worke of Owatonna was sen-
tenced on Jan. 2 after reaching a
plea deal. Originally charged with
two gross misdemeanor counts of
third-degree DWI, she pleaded
guilty to an amended count of
fourth-degree DWI-Operate Motor
Vehicle-Alcohol  Concentration
0.08 Within 2 Hours, a misde-
meanor.

The remaining count was dis-
missed as part of the plea agree-
ment; Worke was placed on
probation for up to a year and re-
ceived a stay of imposition. She
had preemptively completed all
conditions of probation prior to her
first court hearing.

The data practices issue was first
raised in June, when MclIntosh
filed a motion for Worke to be dis-
charged from probation early, ac-
cording to a court document filed
in Steele County District Court.

In his filing, McIntosh pointed
to Minn. Stat. §609.135, subd. 2(g)
which states that a “probationer is
discharged six months after the
term of the stay expires.”

The terms of Worke’s probation
said that “Steele County Com-
munity Corrections may exercise

their discretion and discharge the
Defendant from probation early if
they believe that it is appropriate.”

On June 8§, just days after McIn-
tosh filed his motion, Jarrett filed
a motion, stating the county ob-
jected to Worke being released
from probation.

Jarrett requested a hearing, and
gave notice he would be calling
witnesses from the community
corrections program.

“Arguments of counsel for the
objection and request to follow the
Court’s original sentencing order
will be provided at the hearing,”
Jarrett wrote.

A court hearing was set for Sept.
1. However, MclIntosh, in a late-
night motion on Aug. 26, asked for
the hearing to be canceled.

Change of plans

Mclntosh, in his motion, said his
client pleaded guilty to a misde-
meanor DWI, and then asked to be
discharged from probation “pur-
suant to Minn. R. Crim. P. 27.03,
subd. 9 (granting the Court au-
thority to modify an imposed sen-
tence).”

“As the Court is aware, at the
time of sentencing, my client had
completed the active terms of her
probation, as was acknowledged
by the County Attorney,” he wrote.

Mclntosh claimed that almost
immediately after the motion was
filed “the Steele County Attorney
and Community Corrections began
efforts that amount to retaliation
against my client.

“First, there were efforts to im-
properly disclose my client’s con-
fidential probation data, both in
this court file and otherwise,” he
wrote. “This was improper and un-
fair. Our need to address the
breach may have left the public
with an impression that my client
had something to hide when, in
fact, the issue was one of improper
data disclosure regardless of the
content.”

Mclntosh said they then “ob-
served what appears to be the
County’s preparations to expand
the scope of the hearing set on
Sept. 1, 2026 beyond the motion
that was filed.

“The purpose of our motion was
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not intended to stir interpersonal
conflict,” he wrote. “But the
County’s responses suggest they
have taken my client’s well-sup-
ported motion personally.”

Mclntosh said after his client’s
motion for early release from pro-
bation was filed, “it has become
clear that there has been very little
probation supervision actually oc-
curring.”

“As a result, the impacts on my
client have been largely miti-
gated,” he said. “My client con-
tinues to meet all the basic
probation requirements, as she has
throughout this matter.”

Mclntosh in his motion charac-
terized the county’s responses to
his client’s motion as “unexpected
and perplexing.”

“But at this time, rather than fan
further discord, we believe there is
no benefit to continuing to expend
time and resources pursuing our
good faith request of the court,” he
wrote.

Instead, he said, to avoid
“further controversy, my client has
chosen to complete the short re-
maining time on probation and
avoid further misplaced criticism
of her or the judicial system.”

Mclntosh did not respond to a
number of follow-up questions for
this story.

Jarrett did not respond to claims
regarding the alleged improper re-
lease of data, saying, “Given the
claims made by Renee Worke and
Dan MclIntosh, the county filed an
insurance claim with MCIT (MN
Counties Insurance Trust) for legal
coverage.”

“MCIT assigned attorney Dyan
Ebert of Resolute Law to represent
the County,” he wrote.

Ebert did not respond to a
request for comment for this story.

“Regarding the criminal matters,
given Ms. Worke remains on pro-
bation, it is not appropriate for me
to comment any further,” Jarrett
wrote.

Audit trail

In a June 16 correspondence to
Judge Adam Johnson, who is hear-
ing the case, Mclntosh said Steele
County Community Corrections
filed a document on June 10 that

he claims “was initially mislabeled
as a ‘Memorandum’ and filed as a
public document.

“It was, in fact, a probation rec-
ommendation to the Court and
should have been filed as a non-
public document,” Mclntosh
wrote. “The Steele County Court
Administrator was able to change
the document label and classifica-
tion later in the day on June 10,
2026, but not before the document
was publicly available for several
hours.”

It is unclear if the document was
ever downloaded by the public,
and if so, how many times.

Mclntosh sought the release of
the audit trail data, and said in his
correspondence that the document
“contained information that never
should have been accessible to the
public and with which my client
strongly disagrees.”

The correspondence to the judge
went on to say that Jarrett made a
comment that McIntosh perceived
as a threat.

“The document was filed after
the Steele County Attorney in-
formed me on June 5, 2026, after
my client filed her motion for dis-
charge from probation, ‘If your
client wants to continue with the
motion, probation will be filing a
public report early next week.” |
objected to this statement,” McIn-
tosh wrote, “characterized it as a
‘threat,” and reminded the County
Attorney that probation data is
highly protected under Minnesota
law. Five days later, the public
document was filed by Steele
County Community Corrections.”

A judge on the same day ap-
proved the release of the non-pub-
lic audit trail to McIntosh.
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Jarrett disagrees with Mcln-
tosh’s assessment of the situation,
and said Steele County Com-
munity Corrections uploaded the
document appropriately.

“The County did not violate the
MGDPA - probation filed the
memo appropriately as ‘confiden-
tial,”” Jarrett wrote in an email to
the Times. “Court administration
refuses to provide data to show
who changed the memo to (public)
on the court's end.”

Jarrett filed a motion June 22,
also asking the Court to issue a
“Judicial Determination indicating
that State Court Administration
may release the audit trail data to
the State,” for the document in
question — in other words, to track
who did what with the document
at the heart of the issue.

“Specifically, the County
requests the following: what clas-
sification was submitted, what data
was submitted, what actions were
taken, and by whom,” he wrote.

A judge denied Jarrett’s motion
on June 30.

Different classifications

When court documents are filed
electronically —a common practice
— there are different security clas-
sifications given to each type of
document, said Kyle Christopher-

son, a spokesperson for the Minne-
sota Court Information Office.

“The security level of doc-
uments is applied in (the Minne-
sota Court Information System)
after manual review by court
staff,” he said.

According to a handout pro-
vided by Christopherson, memos
are considered public, while pro-
bation recommendations are con-
sidered confidential.

Christopherson went on to say
that “every person filing non-pub-
lic documents with the court in
public case types is solely respon-
sible for identifying and designat-
ing them as non-public.”

While he said he could not speak
on the specific case, Christopher-
son said “in general, court staff
will not provide confidential infor-
mation without a court order au-
thorizing release.”

When asked Sept. 2 for further
clarification about the allegations
made regarding the improper re-
lease of probation data — and how
it would be handled — Christopher-
son reiterated that a court order
would be needed

“There’s nothing I can say that’s
not in the public record of the
case,” he wrote.
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by Dick Herfindahl
Outdoors Writer

Another few
days at the cabin

This past I was able to enjoy a
few days with Brian and my
grandson Trevor at Two Harbors.
We fished on Lake Superior for
two days and caught some lake
trout. It was a great time spent
with my son and grandson. On
Tuesday Brian and I headed to
the cabin while Trevor headed
home.

Once we arrived at the cabin,
we unpacked and were able to
relax. Well, actually I relaxed
while Brian found some things
to do. When you own a cabin,
there are always things to work
on and Brian enjoys doing that.
He did a lot of finish work on the
inside of the cabin in a few days.

We had wanted to fish Spider
Lake one day and we woke up
early on Thursday, ate breakfast
and headed for the lake. Spider
is about a 40-minute drive to the
lake from our cabin. As we
pulled into the access, Brian
walked down to the dock and
checked the access. He said the
lake was pretty low, so I watched
the end of the ramp as he backed
in and sure enough, we couldn’t
launch the boat without falling
off of the end of the ramp. After
contemplating our next move,
we decided not to risk it and
headed for a different lake.

We decided to fish Big Too
Much lake, which is near our
cabin, and, even though the lake

was also down, we were able to
launch the boat. We caught a few
fish that day and had a great
time. And catching fish was a
bonus.

Brian started a campfire again
that night and burned up all of
the scrap wood that we had left.
I was pretty beat that evening, so
I sat in the cabin in my easy
chair, watching the campfire
through the deck door, enjoying
the nice breeze that was flowing
through the cabin while listening
to classic rock on the radio. It
just can’t get more relaxing than
that.

Until next time: With the
cooler weather that we are ex-
periencing now, there is opportu-
nity to enjoy time outdoors. I
have often said that I enjoy
watching wildlife in its natural
environment. There are many
parks and trails in our area to be
enjoyed, whether biking, or
walking on a trail in town or at
the state park. We have many
county parks in the area, along
with WMA’s Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas that are all open to
the public.

Please take the time to re-
member our troops that are serv-
ing now and those that have
served before them. They are the
reason that we have all of the
Freedoms that we enjoy today.

Get your news in the Star Eagle
» e-mail steagle@hickorytech.net
* FAX (507) 463-0504

ADVENTUROUS - Shown here is a picture of Dick’s son Brian
at the campfire. The two others are of the train that runs from
Duluth to Two Harbors and back. One picture shows the people
waving from the open door on the car.
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL WEST FREEBORN Pastor David Modder Meriden, Minnesota Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
LUTHERAN CHURCH LUTHERAN * ook Ok Deacon Billie Jo Wicks Interim Pastor
New Richland, Minnesota Hartland, Minnesota FIRST LUTHERAN LCMC * ook Ok ¥ ook X
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor Rev. Marcia Pedersen Ellendale, Minnesota PONTOPPIDAN IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Kook X ¥k Lay Pastor Ross Sletten LUTHERAN CHURCH
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL HARTLAND *oox X Lemond Township Freedom Township
LUTHERAN CHURCH EVANGELICAL ELLENDALE UNITED Pastor Gena Parker Rev. Larry Sipe
Otisco, Minnesota LUTHERAN METHODIST * ook Ok * ok Ok

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
* * *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Peg Marose
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
* * *

VISTA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
* £ £
CROSS OF GLORY
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota

Rev. Marcia Pedersen
* * *

Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
k * k

MANCHESTER
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
* * *

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs
* * *
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Pastor Leandra Anderson
* * *

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
* * *

VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
CHURCH
Ellendale, Minnesota

f ’
teve s

EST 1973

Meat Market

Awand Wirning Home-Cured oMeat Producty

N Your local family-owned store for
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats,
friendly service & great prices!

Weagner Foods

(607) 463-3717

Ellendale, Minnesota
Randy Cirksena, Pastor
k * k

CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Pastor Matt Griggs
* * *

EAST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Pastor Matt Griggs
* * *

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
* * *
FAMILY OF FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
101 East Park Avenue
Hollandale, Minnesota
* * *

ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
* * *

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN,
ELCA

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
* % *

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
* * *

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH of LITOMYSL
Father Peter Schuster
* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
* £ *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
* * *

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
% % %

PEACE UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

1415 Hwy 13N

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
* * *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
* * *

THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner,
Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE STAR
EAGLE.

JANIKE
SEEDS

LOOKING BACK

25 years ago

- This brand new GMC pumper truck was delivered to the
City of Freeborn Fire department on Friday, August 10. Pic-
tured with the new pumper are from the left; Assistant Chief
Steve Seipp, first Captain Roger Merritt and Chief Bill Gug-
gisberg. Recently a new fire hall was built to house the emer-
gency vehicles.

- Colette M. Kern and Brian D. Burandt were married on April
9,2001 at 3 p.m. in the Botanical Garden at Sandals Duns River
Resort, Ocho Rios, Jamaica, the Rev. Adrian McLean officiating.

- Panther Cross Country team members are practicing for
an improved 2001 season. Here they are starting their Indian
Ladder run with Coach Art Barnett amidst the runners near
the inside track.

50 years ago

- Bill Sutlief of New Richland is now the director of the North-
west Region of Lutheran Youth Ministries, stationed in Seattle,
Washington. He graduated from Luther College in Decorah, lowa
with a major in business and accounting.

- Leslie Hagen of rural New Richland took second place on his
ear corn in a new corn division at the Minnesota State Fair last
week.

- The winning women's team in the tug-o-war at Waldorf
Saturday was the group captained by Mrs. Dale Joecks. In
the photo above is the winning men's team, captained by
John Kelling, who looks happy after taking six pulls in two
days.

- A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. Ed Cooley of New Rich-
land Sunday at Waseca Memorial Hospital. The little miss
weighed 10 pounds, 8 ounces and has been named Joanna Doro-
thea. She has a brother, Matthias, who is four years old.

75 years ago

- John J. Chics, engineman first class, has been assigned to the
recently recommissioned U. S. submarine, “Dace” according to
a news release from the Great Lakes naval station. John entered
the Navy in 1942.

- Mrs. Art Spletstoeser has started what could be a thriving in-
dustry in New Richland: gathering many types of weeds and
grass stalks in their fall condition as well as some flower stalks
such as the goldenrod. Mrs. Spletstoeser takes them to a room at
the rear of their restaurant and paints them. They make attractive
winter bouquets.

- Mr. and Mrs. Rayman Brandt of near Waseca are the parents
of their first daughter, born at Memorial hospital, Waseca, Mon-
day October 8.

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331

FAX: 507-684-3109

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

Exceptional
care by and for
Exceptional
People!

(507) 465-3292

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN

120 South Broadway
New Richland, MN

newrichlandgrocery.com

Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

/4

LAYNE JANIKE
(507) 995-6627

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

Servics

Hartland, MN

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042

(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

economicsi«

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775

121 3rd St. N.E.
New Richland,
MN 56072

THOMPS

SANITATION, INC.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS ¢ RECYCLING

Clarks Grove Office:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
Phone: 507-256-4370

thompsonsanitation.com

NE, Rochester, MN

. . . N
www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It's Main Street Dental.

New Richland
(507) 463-0502
132 Broadway Ave
N, New Richland,
MN 56072

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews Dr
#100, Mankato, MN

55906 56001

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage
405 Main St E, Rd, Owatonna, MN
Blooming Prairie, 55060
MN 55917

Rochester
(507) 536-7700
3110 Wellner Dr

Blooming
Prairie
(507) 583-2141
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LEGAL

NOTICES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO
VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in the
conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: October
4,2019

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$233,333.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jesse
Kwasniewski and Sarah
Kwasniewski, Husband and Wife

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,

Recorded on October 11, 2019 and
memorialized upon Certificate of
Title No. 550.0 as Document
Number 2135; as modified of
record by document recorded on
October 25, 2021 as Document
Number T2279 in the Office of the
County Registrar of Titles of
Waseca County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Freedom Mortgage Corporation by
assignment recorded on August 14,
2026 as Document Number T2464
in the Office of the County
Registrar of Titles of Waseca
County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot Two (2), Block
One (1), Prairie Ridge Addition,
City of Janesville, Waseca County,

Minnesota .
REGISTERED PROPERTY

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 202 PRAIRIE LN.,
JANESVILLE, MN 56048

Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$251,537.34

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: BankVista

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER:
Freedom Mortgage Corporation

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 145510020

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 1004296-0007502213-5

THAT no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover the
debt then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part thereof,
or, if the action or proceeding has

rendered therein has been returned
unsatisfied, in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
October 29, 2026 at 10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County
Sherift’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW,
Waseca, MN 56093.

to pay the debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on the
premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by law. The
time allowed by law for redemption
by said mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is six (6)
months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage
is reinstated or the property

by 11:59 p.m. on April 29, 2027.
TROTT LAW, P.C.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North

ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER St. Paul, MN 55102
MINNESOTA STATUTES, (651) 209-9760
SECTION 582.032, (26-0985-FCO01)

DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE

Federal law may require
reporting to the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network for certain
purchases of residential property
by entities or trusts. A successful

NOT PROPERTY USED IN third party bidder may be

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, required to provide ownership

AND ARE ABANDONED. and identifying information as a
condition to completing the

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED transfer.

FROM FINANCIAL

OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: THIS IS A COMMUNICATION

None FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

Published in the NRHEG Star
Eagle on September 3, 10, 17, 24,
October 1, and 8, 2026

Dated: August 28, 2026

Inc., as nominee for BankVista been instituted, that the same has redeemed, or unless the time for FREEDOM MORTGAGE
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY  been discontinued, or that an redemption is reduced by judicial CORPORATION
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: IS LOCATED: Waseca County, execution upon the judgment order, you must vacate the premises Mortgagee
FII'Id I.IS On: b NRHEG Star Eagle STATE OF MINNESOTA property be determined andOaMailing a copy of this Notice
Ty COUNTY OF WASECA signed by this Court to £hangeOrder at least 14 days prior
faCEbOOk T @newrichlandstar - Newspaper sons entitled to the properoythe hearing date.
® THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT Any objections to the Petibi®elivering a copy of this Notice

https://www.facebook.com/newrichlandstar

Ellter
Stop cleaning-out
your gutters this
season

Leafi

"

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026

AN ADDITIONAL

25% OFF + 10%

LeafFilter:
Get a FREE full gutter

inspection and estimate: 1-888-755-5761

*Promotional offer includes 25% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Can-
not be combined with other offers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC
344027, AR 0366920926, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544,
MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, Ml 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, M| 262300328, MI 262300318, Ml
262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304,
OR 218294, PA PA179643, Rl GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAF-

FLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

Discount For
Seniors + Military

Promo: 285

Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties
johnsonrents.com

Royal Villa Apartments has
a one-bedroom apartment
for rent. We are an income-
based, clean, healthy, quiet
place, with activities avail-
able for those looking for a
place to call home. Se-
cured building access and
security system. Utilities
included in rent.
Satellite TV and
Wifi available.

Call 507-463-8515 or email
hranr@hickorytech.net to
request an application.

Emergency Management Director

The city of Ellendale is looking for a person to fill the role of emergency management director. The role
involves working with Steele County Emergency Management in overseeing, planning and organizing the
necessary response for any emergency disasters that may occur in Ellendale. The role involves attending
meetings with the Steele County Emergency Management Department and various organizations involved

with disaster relief and recovery.

The position assists in placing citizens who are in need of shelter during emergency situations such as

winter storms.

This a paid position with payment for meetings attended and mileage reimbursement.

Please contact the Ellendale City Clerk’s office for more details

507-684-2681
office@ellendalemn.com

DISTRICT COURT
ROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.:

Estate of
Harry Alfred Sotebeer,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR DES-
CENT OF PROPERTY

that the Decedent died moreutlsamnt to Minnesota StatWaseca, MN,

leaving psepdron 524.3-204.
in Minnesota and requests ©heNotice shall be given- bfed@iphone:

three years ago,

must be filed with the CoushdpOicler mpersonally at least
to or raised at the hearing4 Bfys prior to the hearing date.

81-PR-2irdydelr, and no objections are

filed or raised, the Petitberteday COURT SEAL

be granted.

ITIS ORDERED and Notice is

BY THE COURT

further given, that the Petition wilhdge of District Court

be heard on October 21,

Waseca, MN 56093.

2026, at
10:00 a.m. via Zoom by this Court
at 307 North State Street,

/s/Carol M.Hanks
Shannon M. Asselin
Court Administrator

1. Notice shall be given-tdtabknery for Petitioner
A Petition for Determinatiderefted persons (Minn.
Descent has been filed with2#hils401) and persons whoByron Law Office, PLLC
Court. The Petition represdmve filed a demand for noflP@eNorth State St

Stafolly Byron

56093
Attorney License No: 0163843
(507) 835-3355

probate of Decedent[]s last lishlingifhis Notice and Ord@xX:ag507) 835-3303
any), and the descent of spaiovided by law and by:

Email:

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

¢ MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ‘..

\ o

WANTED:

ALL1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating and
cooling can be costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help. Start saving and get
30% off any plan today. Workmanship
Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call
Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES

NO MORE
CLEANING OUT GUTTERS
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 888/755-5761
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details.

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309
ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience of

1.3 million readers!!!
612-332-8844

DON’T LET THE

STAIRS LIMIT

YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

JENSEN'S

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving Southern
Minnesota for over
45 years!

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, VIN
507-256-4712

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Holland

Tracy
#7405002

007-456-5128

www.hollandauction.com

tELEMENTICF

LOGIX BRANDS

Your local distributor

EAGLE CONCRETE

Division of Waseca Sand & Gravel

13113 315th Ave, Waseca MN
507-835-5150
Also available:
Ready Mix Concrete, Rebar,
Landscape Rock

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

N

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FORA
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

Waseca, MN
teampetsinger@amfam.com
mrpagencyllc.com

_— e ———
AMERICAN FAMILY
[iNsorance B

Open
Monday-Friday
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Viva la Independencia:
A celebration of
heritage and community

Albert Lea, Minnesota - The
community is invited to join in
a vibrant celebration of free-
dom, heritage, and unity at
Viva la Independencia on Fri-
day, September 18, from 12
p-m. to 8 p.m. at the North Lot
in downtown Albert Lea.

Across Latin America, the
call of “Viva la Independen-
cia,” meaning “Long Live In-
dependence,” has echoed for
generations as a powerful ex-
pression of pride, freedom, and
resilience. Throughout the 19th
century, many Latin American
countries fought for and se-
cured their independence,
shaping unique identities
rooted in culture and tradition.
Today, those celebrations bring
people together through music,
food, and community spirit.

Albert Lea’s Viva la In-
dependencia event will reflect
that same energy and signifi-
cance. The day will be filled
with live music, delicious cul-
tural foods, family-friendly en-
tertainment, and activities in
honor of Latin American her-
itage while embracing the di-
versity that strengthens our
community.

The Albert Lea Convention
& Visitors Bureau is proud to
present this celebration with
the generous support of Car-
gill, whose partnership helps
make this free community
event possible and reflects a

shared commitment to cele-
brating the cultures and tradi-
tions that enrich Albert Lea.

“It’s great to see events like
this that celebrate the diversity
of our community,” said Dal-
ton Dahl, Events & Sponsor-
ship Coordinator for the Albert
Lea Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau. “It’s been a pleasure to
work alongside community
leaders for a fun-filled day that
everyone can enjoy.”

The event is free and open to
the public. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring family and
friends for a day of culture,
connection, and community
pride. Food will be in the North
Lot starting at 12 p.m. Albert
Lea Recreation will have kids
activities from 4 to 6 p.m. dur-
ing the craft sale. Following
that, there will be live enter-
tainment by DJ Panda/Robot.

Event Details:

Date: Friday, September 18

Time: 12 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Location: North Lot, Down-
town Albert Lea

About the Albert Lea Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau

The Albert Lea Convention
& Visitors Bureau is com-
mitted to promoting the unique
charm and attractions of Albert
Lea. We organize and support
events that showcase the cul-
tural, recreational, and com-
munity assets of our beautiful
city.

m Royalty

from Page 1

and Sheena Olson
King Candidates

Jack Bartlett, son of Amie
and Jason Bartlett

Al Deen, son of Walter and
Liz Deen

Brooks Gilliland, son of Lisa
and Aaron Gilliland

Ryan Schlaak, son of Nathan
and Lindsey Schlaak

Brendan Schmidt, son of
Dan and Tina Schmidt

Junior Attendants

Hannah Flatness, daughter
of Abby and Gage Flatness

Sawyer Root, son of Alicia
and Steph Root

Schedule

Coronation ceremony 7:30
p-m. Monday, Sept. 21.

Monday: Dress Up Day —
Pajama Day; Homecoming
Kickoff

Tuesday, Sept. 22: Dress Up
Day - Students dress as
teachers, teachers dress as stu-
dents; Volleyball tournament

Wednesday, Sept. 23: Dress
Up Day — Adam Sandler Day;
Olympic games; Royalty visits
NR Care Center; Royalty
lunch at the elementary school

Thursday, Sept. 24: Dress
Up Day — Meme/TikTok; Mar-
vel Madness

Friday, Sept. 25: Dress-up
Day — Panther Spirit day; 8:45
a.m. Pep Fest K-5 in Ellendale,
12:30 p.m. parade in Ellendale;
1:30 p.m. Pep Fest in New
Richland; 2:15 p.m. parade in
New Richland

The Homecoming football
game versus Lewiston-Altura
begins at 7 p.m. Friday. Home-
coming Royalty will be intro-
duced at halftime.
Homecoming Dance from 9 to
11 p.m. in the High School
gym. Cost is $3 per individual,
$5 per couple.

IN B

RIEF

Ice Cream Social at
Pontoppidan Church of

Ellendale Sept. 20

The Pontoppidan Church of El-
lendale is having their annual Ice
Cream Social from 4-7 p.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 20. Pork burgers,
bbq’s, potato salad, beans, pies
and ice cream. Free will donation
accepted. All are welcome.

Pumpkins and Apples
papercraft at New
Richland Public
Library Sept. 23

There will be a Pumpkins and
Apples papercrafting event at
New Richland Public Library at
10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept.
23. Learn how to make sweet ap-
ples and pumpkins out of paper.
For ages 18 and up.

Ellendale’s Whispering
Oak Place Fall Festival

on Friday, Sept. 25

There will be an NRHEG
Homecoming pre-celebration at
Whispering Oak Place from 3:30-
5 p.m. for their Fall Festival on
Friday, Sept. 25. Music, desserts,
yard games, pumpkin painting
and plenty of time to visit. Lo-
cated at 903 Calverly Court in El-
lendale.

All You Can Eat Dad’s
Belgian Waffles All
Saints Sept. 27

All Saints Church of New
Richland will hold their All You
Can Eat Dad’s Belgian Waffles
from 9-12:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Sept. 27. There will be a raffle
and country store. Cost is $10.

Area resident
delighted
by Monarch
migration

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

New Richland area resident Cindy Coy was
both delighted and surprised when, as she drove
her lawnmower under some trees on her prop-
erty, a small explosion of Monarch butterflies
surrounded her momentarily before scattering
among the nearby branches.

“It was beautiful,” she recalls. “It made me
feel lifted up.”

A U.S. Forest Service document titled “Mon-
arch Butterflies Frequently Asked Questions”
provides information from University of Minne-
sota Monarch expert Dr. Karen Oberhauser. The
document shares that Minnesota Monarch but-
terflies which emerge from the chrysalis in Au-
gust and later essentially begin migrating as soon
as their wings are dry. Thus, the migration be-
gins in early to mid August and often continues
into early October, reaching peak numbers fairly
early in September.

The butterflies migrate as individuals, but
somehow tend to find each other and form
groups, known as “roosts” as evening ap-
proaches. Oberhauser and others admit it is not
known why Monarchs cluster together as they
do: speculation is that they are seeking safety in
numbers, or are simply attracted to similar areas.
Many thousands of Monarchs are migrating
southward at the same time, so roosts appear all
over the state in many different sizes. As the sun
rises and the air warms, Monarchs continue
southward individually.

The USDA document states that, if roosts are
occurring in the same spot on sequential nights,
the butterflies taking part are almost certainly
not the same ones who had been there the night
before.

Monarchs overwinter in Mexico in a state of
“semi-hibernation.” They do need water, often
from dew, but do not need to eat.

A BEAUTIFUL FLIGHT - New Richland area resident Cindy Coy can barely believe her
good fortune. Hundreds of Monarch butterflies have been gathering on her property

for the past several evenings.

When temperatures begin warming in Feb-
ruary, they head north, stopping in Texas where
they mate and lay eggs, then die, having lived
between six and nine months. When Monarchs
arrive in Minnesota around May 10, they are the
offspring produced in Texas—the year’s first new
generation. Those arriving later may even be
second generation, produced somewhere be-
tween Texas and Minnesota. The butterflies
which arrive here proceed to mate and lay eggs,
dying soon afterward. As many as four genera-
tions may be produced within the state. The first
three live as adults for only 2 or 3 weeks, long
enough to reach sexual maturity and reproduce.

As the number of nectar-producing flowers
begins to decrease, Monarchs produce a final
summer generation. This one is programmed to
delay sexual maturity and use the energy that
would have contributed to reproduction to fuel
its flight southward.

The cycle is complete for another year.

Star Eagle photos by Deb Bently

While the facts are interesting and valuable,
Coy says the best part for her is the good luck
that her lawn, surrounded on the west, north and
east by a windbreak that got its start in the
1800s, seems to be a gathering place for this
year’s migration. For the past week or so, she
says it has brought her great pleasure to sit on
her deck as evening approaches: Her line of
sight is peppered with Monarchs drifting past si-
lently several feet above her head. At times, five
or six will be gliding in the same area, circling
and twisting past each other like a giant mobile
without strings.

The “roosts” are difficult to spot against the
dark-colored leaves of the maples, ash and elm
trees, some of which are more than 100 feet tall,
but every now and then she sees a small group
together on the branches.

“Living in the country is great,” she says of
the spectacle. “You get to feel like you’re part of
nature, and nature is beautiful.”

Become a Master Gardener: Apply by Oct. 1

ST. PAUL, Minn. (9/10/2026) —
The University of Minnesota Exten-
sion Master Gardener Volunteer
Program is accepting applications
now through Oct. 1, 2026 for its
program, including the 2027 Horti-
culture Core Course, beginning Dec.
29, 2026. People in all of Minne-
sota's 87 counties and of any experi-
ence level are welcome to apply.

In 2025, 3,498 certified Master
Gardener volunteers across the state
contributed 208,400 volunteer
hours, reaching 143,650 Minnesota
residents around the state. Through
their broad and continuous public
presence - and by their targeted edu-
cational efforts - Master Gardener
volunteers helped their neighbors
understand and effectively use
science and research-based horticul-
ture information.

Because of this volunteer-led
work, people in Minnesota are
learning how to grow food locally;
plant pollinator-friendly gardens;
create resilient landscapes that help
manage stormwater runoff; improve
plant biodiversity and access to nat-
ural spaces; and address climate
change. Volunteers, meanwhile,
enjoy exploring their specific pas-
sions and interests while helping
their communities.

Tim Kenny, the statewide director
of the Extension Master Gardener
Volunteer Program, said the pro-
gram has hit record participation
numbers in recent years, thanks in
part to programming that includes

NEW!

Radel Courtis Ellendale’s newest maintenance-free apartment living with a modern feel.

+1 & 2 bedroom open floor units— Now Leasing!
+ Spacious kitchen with stainless steel appliances

+ Large living area with hardwood style flooring
+ Storage closets available ¢ Pet friendly « Off-street parking ¢ Secure access
* Fully furnished social space for large gatherings that includes a TV and fireplace

All nestled on multiple acres of manicured lawn and woods, adjacent
to a city park and conveniently located just off Interstate 35.

NOW LEASING!

6-month, 12-month and 18-month lease terms
For more information, contact Jason at (507)676-8300

D DIVERSIFIED

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

1330 State Ave, NW
Owatonna, MN 55060
507-414-8090

in-person experiences, hands-on
learning, neighbor-to-neighbor en-
gagement and more.

"How people get information has
changed dramatically," Kenny said.
"Most of the work that we do now is
engagement and learning by doing.
I think that's the future of the Master
Gardener Volunteer Program."

Applications for the 2027 training
are due Oct. 1, 2026. The Core
Course for the program begins on-
line on Dec. 29, 2026, including op-
tional weekly live Zoom Q&A
sessions Tuesday nights through
May with University of Minnesota

cation.

Feed

COME JOIN US AT THE
NEW COMMUNITY CENTER
FOR STEAK, SWEETCORN,
SALAD, & DESSERTS

HARTLAND FIRE HALL

513 BROADWAY STREET, HARTLAND,
MN 56042

TO-GO ORDERS CALL: 507-845-2469

faculty and Extension educators.
To become an active Master Gar-
dener volunteer, individuals are
asked to complete the Core Course
and 50 hours of volunteering in the
first year. After the first year, vol-
unteers are asked to commit 25
hours to annual volunteer work as
well as five hours of continuing edu-

Core Course topics include bot-
any and horticulture; soils, compost-
ing and fertilizers; integrated pest
management; plant pathology; ento-
mology; fruits and vegetables; her-
baceous and woody ornamental

plants; lawns; weeds; indoor plants;
backyard wildlife; plant diagnostics;
science communication skills; inclu-
sive volunteering; and community
engagement.

Note: Volunteers are especially
needed to grow the Master Gardener
Volunteer Program in Brown, Cass,
Nobles and Polk counties in the year
ahead.

Learn about the program at
z.umn.edu/about-mgs. To apply,
visit z.umn.edu/MGinfo, write
mgweb@umn.edu or call 612-625-
9864.

Free Will
Donation

Hartland Fire Department

Steak & Sweetcorn




