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Blood Drive

Correction: In the Memo-
rial Day Celebrations article
in the May 28 edition, the
Cross of Glory article con-
tained an error. The veteran
who gave the opening prayer
was James “Jim” Johnson,
not Tim Johnson.

A Walk for Kenzie
Mae at St. Olaf Lake

Saturday, June 20

A Walk for Kenzie Mae will
take place at the St. Olaf Lake
Public Park with check-in 9
a.m. and the walk at 10 a.m.
Saturday, June 20. Proceeds go
to The Recovery Road Move-
ment-One Arrow Foundation,
raising awareness for youth
mental health.

Special Olympics
Friendship Wagon
Train on Thursday,

June 25

The Special Olympics
Friendship Wagon Train will
travel from Owatonna to Me-
riden for lunch, then to Waseca
on Thursday, June 25. On June
26 they will travel from
Waseca to Wilton to New
Richland and on June 27, they
will hold a special ceremony in
New Richland. Souvenir hats
and t-shirts will be available to
purchase from the wagon
train’s Peddler Wagon at lunch
stops, evening stops, and be-
fore they depart town each
morning.

Ellendale Days
Community
Celebration

June 25 to 28

The annual Ellendale Days
celebration will be from Thurs-
day, June 25 to Sunday, June
28, with a variety of events for
all ages. The parade will be
June 27 at 4 p.m. Anyone inter-
ested in arranging to include a
unit in the parade should
reach out to
ellendaledays@gmail.com.

Sign up for Lutheran
Night at the Twins

through July 1

The 33rd annual Lutheran
Night at the Twins event will be
Tuesday, August 11 beginning
at 6:40 p.m. A bus trip organ-
ized by Central Freeborn Lu-
theran Church is offering a bus
ride, home plate view seats, and
a chance to help lead the Na-
tional Anthem for $65; to lock
in the price, register by July 1.
Call 507-373-8655 or 507-402-
8228 for more information.

Waseca County Horse
Thief Detectives
annual meeting July 4

The Waseca County Horse
Thief Detectives will hold their
annual meeting starting at 11:30
a.m. through 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, July 4 at the Northeast
Park in Waseca(near the water-
park). The club has been meet-
ing annually for 162 years.
Bring the family, bring friends,
bring a dish to pass around.
Questions? Call Scott at 507-
995-9832 or email horsedetec-
tives.org.

A word from
The Word

Have I not com-
manded you? Be
strong and coura-
geous. Do not be
afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the
Lord your God will
be with you
wherever you go.

Joshua 1:9

RAISING AWARENESS - Left, Valerice and Avery Blouin bought a bandana and some awareness bracelets from Jordan Carroll
and Kristi Peterson at the 15th annual Geneva Cancer Run. The Geneva Cancer Run departed from the Geneva Grill and Bar on Sat-

urday, June 13, 2026.

Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann and Jake Jensen

Geneva Cancer Run roars to life

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Almost 100 participants on mo-
torcycles roared out of the parking
lot of the Geneva Bar and Grill
around 11 a.m. on Saturday, June
13. Riders had been gathering and
paying their $20 a person registra-
tion fees for the annual Geneva
Cancer Run since about 9 a.m. Mer-
chandise and food vendors offered
an array of options as the crowd

continued to grow.

The first stop on the group’s 110-
mile route was Shager Park near
Faribault, where lunch was available
for a free-will donation. A few more
hours of riding and two more stops
brought them back to Geneva
around 4 p.m. The evening featured
a live auction and open mic night.

Many participants camped in the
Geneva city park for the weekend,
and had been there Friday night for

a performance by Todd Utpadel,
founder of ‘“Musicians against
Cancer.”

Jordan Carroll, treasurer for the
cancer run, reported the event had
93 people register. Many purchased
souvenir hats, t-shirts and bandanas.
Valerie Blouin and daughter, Avery,
were there. They bought awareness
bracelets and a bandana. They were
even nice enough to pose for a
photo.

Jeannie Cates, originally from
Geneva, reported that she attends
the event every year. She said she
enjoys it because the planners in-
clude so many entertaining ele-
ments, and because all the money
raised is donated to help fight
cancer. She complimented Utpadel
both for the quality of his perform-
ance on Friday night, and for his on-
going efforts to support cancer
victims.

Waldort may be raising

water rates for residents

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The Waldorf city council meet-
ing took place in the evening of
Monday, June 8.

Council members were in-
formed nearly $2,000 worth of
water bills went unpaid for the
month. A $10 water base rate in-
crease is being considered. A $10
sewer base rate increase is being
considered. A $25 sewer service
fee is being considered for a total
of a $45 increase to be effective
August 1, 2026. A public hearing
will be held regarding this issue at
6 p.m. on Monday, June 29.

Marcus McDonough, Waldorf
fire chief, told council members
the last three carbon dioxide detec-
tors have been installed; they had
48 in total which have been in-
stalled townwide to any resident
who applied for it, gifted to Wal-
dorf from the state fire marshal’s

WALDORF
CITY COUNCIL

office. He also wanted clarification
on the liability for the Waldorf
Days children’s fire hose fight and
whether or not it should still be
held during the event, scheduled
this year for August 21 to 23.

The park committee reported the
new play equipment is set to be in-
stalled in August. The old set still
needs to be removed. Council
member Missy Sorbo said she
plans to continue her fundraising
efforts and that her group has
reached “about half of our goal
through grants and donations.”

As council members discussed
whether the city should fly the
older or the newer state flag in

Local elections
taking shape in 2026

By DEB BENTLY
Staff writer

County offices, which will be on area ballots Nov. 3, include the sheriff,
county attorney, and three of the five commissioners. With filing for the of-
fices closed on June 2, Waseca County voters now know that county sheriff
Jay Dulas and county attorney Rachel Cornelius are running unopposed.

Current board chair De Malterer has been challenged by Reeds Lake area
resident Curt Keyes in representing district 4, which includes the northern
tier of county townships: Blooming Grove, losco and Janesville.

District 3 commissioner Brad Milbrath, a former county sheriff whose
constituency includes the city of Waseca, is the only one to file for his seat.
The same is true of district 5 commissioner Brad Krause, whose constituency
includes St. Mary and Wilton townships.

District 3 soil and water supervisor Larry Muff has been challenged by
New Richland area resident Casey Roeker; district 3 includes Byron, New
Richland and Otisco townships. Running unopposed are soil and water su-
pervisor Matthew Sommers of district 2, which covers Freedom, Vivian and
Wilton townships; and Scott Singlestad of district 4, which includes St. Mary
and Woodville townships.

Regarding city elections, persons interested in running for mayor or city
council, including incumbents, have until the July 14 to 28 filing window to
make their decisions.

In the city of Waseca, Mayor Randy Zimmerman and council members

Council continued on 4

Elections continued on 4

Rebirth after
tough years

Business owner finds divine
intervention at Ellendale church

By KAY FATE

Steele County Times
It’s tempting to talk about divine intervention
when you hear the story of the First Lutheran

Church in Ellendale.

It’s there, certainly, but there was also plenty
of hard work that went into a rejuvenation that

can only be called impressive.

Things began to slide in 2022; attendance
continued to decline through 2024 — as few as
20 worshippers in the summer months.

In June 2025, the church and its minister sep-

Church continued on 4

NEW CAREER - Ross Sletten, a native of Ellendale and owner of Lerberg’s Foods,
stands near the welcome sign at First Lutheran Church, where he will assume the role
of pastor after completing two years of seminary — coinciding with his retirement from
the grocery store. Staff photo by Kay Fate

GENEVA
CITY COUNCIL

(Geneva
looks at new
water
maintenance

contract

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff Writer

During their meeting the
evening of Tuesday, June 9, city
maintenance leader Mike Wa-
cholz told Geneva city council
members that a new four-year
agreement for maintaining and
cleaning city water and pipes
will cost the city $43,680. Em-
pire Pipe Services of Mankato
will use cameras to inspect pipes
and will also send equipment
through them for cleaning, when
needed. There will be an ad-
ditional $1,500 annual fee for in-
specting and cleaning lift
stations. Those same services for
storm sewers will cost $750.

Josh Otto, a licensed water
treatment worker who super-
vises both the Ellendale and
Geneva treatment facilities,
gave details on the 4-year agree-
ment for the lift stations and
how the north lift station needs
a new panel.

Repairs are continuing on a
city fire truck that was damaged
during a March accident on In-
terstate 35. Council members
were told the truck should be
ready to resume service by July.
City Treasurer Jady Mattson
said a savings account has been
opened for the city’s 175th anni-
versary celebration in 2030. Al-
ready deposited are $500 from
the Memorial Day bake sale and
a check for $700 in Bingo spon-
sorships. “We are five years out
and off to a $1,200 start,” said
Mattson.

Mayor Steven Bailey said
anyone wanting to run for elec-
tion to the Geneva city council
can file with the city clerk be-
tween the dates of July 14 and
28. Geneva is seeking to fill two
council positions, which are
four-year terms. City Clerk Ja-
nelle Tufte will be lining up
election judges and begin their
training accordingly.

The city has set a $25 fee for
a dog license, and will impose
additional licensing require-
ments if a dog has been deemed
dangerous, including microchip-
ping, enclosures, proof of insur-
ance, city inspections, etc. If the
owner does not comply with all
requirements, the city will im-
pound the dog with the assis-
tance of law enforcement.

The city has received numer-
ous recent “nuisance” com-
plaints regarding property
within its borders. These include
eight complaints about long
grass, two regarding furniture
and one about general disarray.
One resident added the details of
a yard in violation on First Ave-
nue Southeast: “Two box trucks,
no headlights, no tabs, no li-
censes. That place needs to be
cleaned up. There’s a pile of dirt
behind their garage from their
swimming pool. A tree that fell
last year and still needs to be
cleaned up.”

Council members learned that
area internet provider Radiolink
is permanently out of business,
but the company’s equipment is
still on the water tower. Since
Radiolink is filing for bank-
ruptey, Geneva is not allowed to
remove the equipment until a
bankruptcy judge grants permis-
sion.

The fence surrounding the
community pool, which is not
being used this year, needs to be
adjusted and no trespassing
signs installed. Children have
been seen entering the pool and
fishing there. Somehow, there
are fish in the pool.


mailto:ellendaledays@gmail.com

2 Thursday, June 18,

2026

Star Eagle

Fenceunes

by Mark Bernard

It’s a cruel, cruel
summer

The scurs have the Weather Eye
continuing to deliver some impres-
sive summer conditions. Does
Mother Nature turn the burner back
up or does she maintain our excel-
lent sleeping weather? Starting
Thursday, partly sunny with highs in
the low 70's and lows in the upper
40's. Sunny Friday with a slight
chance of p.m. rain. Highs in the
mid-70's with lows in the mid-50's.
Mostly sunny on Saturday with a
fair chance of evening rain. Highs in
the upper 70's with lows in the mid-
50's. Sunday, the first day of astro-
nomical summer, mostly sunny with
a good chance of rain. Highs in the
mid-70's with lows in the mid-50's.
Mostly cloudy Monday with a slight
chance of rain. Highs in the low 70's
with lows in the low 50's. Tuesday,
partly sunny with a good chance of
rain. Highs in the upper 70's with
lows in the upper 50's. Mostly sunny
on Wednesday with highs in the
upper 70's and lows in the upper
50's. On the summer solstice, we'll
see a sunrise June 21st at 5:31 a.m.
CDT and a sunset at 9 p.m. CDT.
Our longest daylight period of the
year will last 15 hours 24 minutes
and 24 seconds. The normal high for
June 21s is 80 and the normal low is
60. The scurs are hoping our story-
book growing season doesn't sud-
denly turn cruel. It can happen.

It certainly has many of us won-
dering when the other shoe will
drop. Talking to many who have
traveled around the Midwest and the
conclusions are unanimous. We're
sitting on one of the nicest looking
corn crops in the country here in
Southern MN. Sure, there's the odd
field that doesn't measure up, but
there's usually a reason whether it's
corn on corn, poor soil conditions
and a later planting date. However,
thinking about it, the vast majority,
roughly 80% of the corn locally was
planted in a four-day window from
April 20th - 23rd. It caught the
warm temperatures at precisely the
right time and hasn't looked back.
As of this writing, a lot of the corn
is V8 - V10. Soybeans have been
making their move as well. It takes
a little longer these days, especially
since we've cut our planting rates by
nearly a third to one half since the
1980's. Some iron deficiency chlo-
rosis here and there, but the rows
have started to bush out, and they
should move out of it quickly, par-
ticularly given some significant
rainfall. Flowers on individual soy-
bean plants were noted on Monday
in some fields. R1 is just around the
corner.

On the subject of rainfall, we
were looking at our records to see
when the last one-inch rainfall was
recorded here in Bugtussle. It was
actually back in the first week of
March. At the ranch, one has to go
back even farther than that. Try mid-
August when over 5” fell between
the 17th and 18th. That's not so say
we're in any grave danger yet, but
we certainly will need to see some
significant rain to show up post-tas-
sel. The last several years that's ex-
actly what's happened, starting
shortly after the 4th of July. Of
course, the past two years we really
didn't need it to rain due to ample

moisture the preceding several
months. Let's just hope it doesn't
pull a 2012 where we had a pretty
good-looking crop coming and
couldn't buy a rain to finish it off.
East of 1-35 where those late July
and August rains fell, yields were
phenomenal. A summer like 2022
where we had a dry May and June
with bountiful rainfall in July and
August would be more our speed.

called me over the weekend about
some black bugs that were annoying
him and had gone so far as to bite
him. I couldn't place them based on
the description he gave me, so I re-
quested a picture. After a bit I re-
ceived the photo and looking at it
closely, it was a false Japanese bee-
tle. Every so often we see them and
usually it's around drier, sandy soils
and drainage ditches. While they're
generally not damaging, they are
definitely annoying. Their bumbling
flight tend to put them on a collision
course with a person at inopportune
times, getting tangled in your hair,
down your shirt or crawling around
in your vehicle. There have been
more reports of their presence in the
area since, so don't be surprised if
you come across some.

arden/diagnose/insect/garden/bee-
tles/medium/fjapbeetle.html

some sheep over to the kindly
neighbors pasture on Sunday the

hot, so it made the task more bear-
able. While the sheep weren't en-
tirely cooperative, thanks to some
expert help, we got them into the
trailer. We always try to make sure
that we include some of the same
animals that have been in the pasture
at least one year before. Most of the
lambs are ready to wean, although
the Cache Valley virus has delayed
the process due to some later than
normal lambs. I've never quite fig-
ured out why the ewes don't jump at
the chance to go someplace where
they can ditch the kids that are start-
ing to compete with them at the feed
trough. Not to mention a place
where you have all you can eat,
plenty to drink, and shade with a
nice breeze so you can take a nap.
Then get up and do it all over again.
I think a lot of people would be
down with that. Count me in.

the backyard. She's very protective
of her turf as the squirrels and
bunnies have discovered. There
have also been chipmunks spotted
again by the granary. While they
haven't been seen in the backyard, I
suspect that's one of the main rea-
sons she spends a lot of time sniffing
at the woodpile. On one of my re-
cent trips home at lunchtime, I spied
a wild turkey sauntering around the
backyard. After calling Poppy it did-
n't take her long to chase the in-
truder, causing it to fly over the
electric fence and into the pasture. |
have no problem with wild turkeys
tooling around in the woods, but
when they get into the backyard ad-
jacent to the garden, Houston, we
have a problem. And so does Poppy.

then.

An old friend (emphasis on old)

https://apps.extension.umn.edu/g

We finally managed to move

14th. The weather wasn't boiling

Poppy continues her vigilance of

See you next week..real good

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

Amazed by insects

I have been amazed by two in-
sects over the past few days.

My first moment of amazement
came from something that seemed
to be a stick about an inch long.
But somehow, this “stick” was
clinging to the screen on my front
door.

It was so convincing that, at one
point, three members of my family
were standing in a half-circle
around it; two of us were using our
phones to take photos. For all the
world, it looked like a tiny twig that
had been broken off at the end.
Only upon closer inspection could
we see the hair-thin legs clinging to
the screen.

I have been impressed by the
“information” feature on my
iPhone, which has solved a fair
number of small mysteries for me.
In this case, however, the iPhone
refused to provide any feedback—I
believe it thought I was asking it to
identify a stick and lost patience
with me.

Having been so fascinated, I had
to look up more information. Most
of the sources I found talk about
how widespread the buft-tip moth
is in Europe, Russia and even Asia.
Only in one place did I find men-
tion they are also sometimes found
in the U.S.

Turns out the moth attached to
my screen was destined to live only
a very short time. The internet tells
me the adult buff-tip doesn’t even

have a mouth. It spends the night
looking for a mate and the day in
(very effective) hiding. The eggs
are laid on the leaves of trees, most
preferably birch, oak or willow.
When they hatch, the caterpillars
eat the tree leaves, often down to
the “skeleton” framework.

After 30 to 45 days of eating,
probably in October, the caterpil-
lars go to the base of the tree, bury
themselves in soil or leaf litter, and
turn into shiny brown pupae. They
stay that way all winter, emerging
in early summer as the short-lived
moth.

Frankly, it’s all more amazing
than I can convey. Consider going
online and looking at some videos.
There are three or four online ento-
mologists who are very enthusias-
tic about the buff-tip and have
excellent visuals.

My other insect wonder is that
we spotted our first fireflies of
2026 in the last couple days.

Perhaps what I like most about
fireflies is the link they create be-
tween generations. Now a grand-
mother myself, I remember my
own grandparents helping me spot
these luminescent wonders. It
doesn’t matter how old you are; |
think the spontaneous flashing in
the grass is something that stops all
of us in our tracks and makes us
look.

Since I was researching the buff-
tip moth, I looked up some infor-

BUFF-TIP MOTH - A moth like these latched itself to Deb's
screen door one evening last week. About 1 inch long, it looked
exactly like a small, broken stick.

mation about fireflies. As richly as
I have always appreciated them,
learning more only heightened my
fascination.

So, as we all know, the flashing
lights are the fireflies’ way of find-
ing mates. Starting about now, fe-
males lay up to 500 eggs in moist
soil or tree litter. These hatch about
a month later and begin feeding on
slugs, worms and other soft-bodied
victims.

One online source compares this
larval form to “tiny trilobites," with
six legs and segmented backs. The
larvae can live up to two years,
meaning they can overwinter
twice; when ready to metamor-
phose, they may be three quarters
of an inch long. In complete con-
trast to my sentimental feelings
about the adults, the larvae manage
to eat creatures quite a bit larger
than themselves because they inject
a paralyzing toxin into them, then

feed on their liquefied organs.

When they have reached matur-
ity, presumably after surviving
their second winter, the larvae bury
themselves in wet soil or under tree
bark, then take about two weeks to
completely change form and be-
come adult fireflies, destined to
live somewhere between one and
four weeks.

I don’t know about you, but
learning all that gives me rich ap-
preciation that, perhaps as much as
two years ago, a female firefly laid
her eggs in my yard. And all that
time, unknown to me, a fascinating
drama has been taking place in the
grassy places around my home.
Tiny “trilobites” have been stalking
and capturing prey to survive and
grow, then burying themselves for
the winter; some of them have
beaten the odds and survived, cre-
ating the summer delight of watch-
ing and appreciating fireflies.

Child’s History of Waseca County

Cont. CHAPTER XI, 1855. Death of Henry
Howell-First settlers in Blooming Grove, Ja-

nesville, and Byron.

TOWNSHIP OF BYRON

Jeremy Davis and family were among the 1855
settlers and made the first claim in the town of
Byron, settling on the northwest quarter of section
34, where they lived until the death of Mr. Davis,
which occurred September 13, 1863.

Daniel C. Davis, son of Jeremy, came with his
father in 1855. Having just reached his majority,
he also took a claim and became a permanent res-
ident of the township. He took a homestead on

1855-6 in this county.

sections 28 and 33 after the homestead law took
effect. He was married July 18, 1861, to Miss
Frances Parvin, daughter of Mr. B. Parvin, who
settled in the county in 1860.

(I have thus given the names, as far as [ have
been able to remember, or learn, of all those who
settled in the county prior to the year 1856. That
I have forgotten some names and incidents in fifty
years is altogether possible and quite probable.

There were, however, some experiences pecu-
liar to that first year’s settlement which will never
be forgotten by those who passed the winter of

In writing this history, I shall endeavor to pres-

ent the facts, as nearly as possible, in the order of
their occurrence; and I know nothing that can be
more interesting to future generations of our chil-
dren, or to the living, than a truthful record of the
real dangers and hardships then encountered by
the men and women that have made it possible for
the present thousands of people in the county to
live in the midst of plenty, and with all the advan-
tages of advanced civilization about them.

In my next chapter I shall give some sketches
of life in Waseca county during the fall of 1855
and the winter of 1855-6. —The Author.)

Residents encouraged to find, review vaccination records

The Le Sueur-Waseca Com-
munity Health Board (LWCHB)
is asking residents to locate and
review their vaccine records.
Having correct records can help
protect yourself, your family, and
your community. It can also help
prevent unnecessary or repeat
shots, make doctor visits easier,
and make sure important vac-
cines are not missed.

Vaccines are the best way to
protect against illnesses like
measles, whooping cough, and
chicken pox that are becoming
more common in Minnesota.
Knowing if you are protected
during an outbreak can help you
make safe and informed deci-
sions.

“We encourage everyone to

take a few minutes to review
their records and make sure the
information is complete and cor-
rect. Vaccine records are impor-
tant  during  emergencies,
outbreaks, and back-to-school
season,” said Public Health
Emergency Preparedness Spe-
cialist Sara Porter.

People born before 2002 or
who got vaccines in another state
may have missing information in
Minnesota’s immunization sys-
tem. Residents should:

* Ask a healthcare provider for
your vaccine history

* Check records from previous
hospitals, clinics, schools, or em-
ployers

* Review your information in
the Minnesota Immunization In-

Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless

Area Food Shelf of New Richland announces 17th annual summer challenge

New Richland, MN - Open Your
Heart to the Hungry and Homeless is
excited to announce the launch of the
17th annual Open Your Heart
Summer Challenge grant. This grant
opportunity provides participating
food shelves in Minnesota with a
matched grant proportional to the
food shelves' fundraising activities
throughout the month of July.

Last year Minnesota food shelves
reported more than 9 million visits,
setting a new record. The persistent
economic difficulties brought on by
rising food costs and the impact of im-
migration enforcement have driven
record high demand at food shelves.
OYH’s Summer Challenge aims to
raise the critical funds needed to feed
our neighbors.

When school is out, food shelf de-
mand peaks, and at the same time,
food shelf donations dip to their lo-
west. OYH’s Summer Challenge
bridges this gap by increasing aware-
ness of local food shelves and har-
nessing the power of collective giving
by providing matching grant opportu-
nities, so that households have the
support they need during the hungri-
est months of the year.

By leveraging the Open Your Heart
Summer Challenge grant, food
shelves across Minnesota typically
raise over $2 million in local fundrais-
ing in the month of July. In 2025, 83
food shelves across the state of Min-
nesota participated in OYH’s Summer
Challenge. Together, raising $2.4 mil-
lion dollars to keep shelves stocked

and Minnesotan’s fed.

The Challenge grant presents a
matching fund opportunity for food
shelves, including Area Food Shelf of
New Richland, allowing them to
maximize their local fundraising ef-
forts in July. The distribution of funds
from this grant is based on the total
funds raised by each participating
food shelf in July and the number of
food shelves involved, with grants
ranging from a minimum of $150 to a
maximum of $4,000. This year the
Summer Challenge and the World
Cup overlap, so the theme for this
year’s campaign is “Kicking Hunger
Together.”

Jessica Mathias, Executive Director
at Open Your Heart for the Hungry
and Homeless, said, "Across Minne-

sota, some of the most meaningful ef-
forts to combat food insecurity are led
by small, volunteer-driven organiza-
tions. These groups often operate
without the resources of a dedicated
fundraising team or a wide donor
base, yet their work is vital to our
communities. Through the Open Your
Heart Summer Challenge, our goal is
to bring the community together to
strengthen and support local food
pantries. This initiative empowers
them to restock their shelves with
fresh and frozen food, ensuring they
can meet the needs of their neighbors
during this demanding season."
Since 1986, Open Your Heart has
targeted millions of dollars to strate-
gically fight hunger in Minnesota. For
more information visit www.oyh.org.

formation Connection (MIIC)
Residents can view their vac-
cine records online through
Docket at
mn.app.dockethealth.com or by
downloading the Docket app on
their device. Call your county
public health department or visit
the Minnesota Department of

Health website for help.

For questions, please contact
Sara Porter at 507-357-8509 or
sara.porter@lesueurcounty.gov
or Le Sueur County Public
Health at 507-387-8246 or
Waseca County Public Health at
507-8350685.
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¥ Compostings

by Al Batt

Not mature enough
to drink coffee

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEET-
ING

My nephew borrowed my
lawn mower and made a lot of
money.

He mowed a lot of lawns,
huh?

No, he sold my mower.

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass
his drive, thoughts occur to me.
The neighbors’ rooster crowed.
In many traditions, the crowing
of a rooster at dawn signifies
victory over darkness and the
triumph of light. In some cul-
tures, it's believed evil spirits
flee at its sound. I enjoyed a
glass of Adam’s ale—plain old
water—as 1’d watched fireflies
the night before. It was good to
see someone using their
blinkers. Each day is a new
road. My thoughts tend toward
the bittersweet when I see the
orphan lilacs, left behind after
the people and houses had left.
Their blooming season is too
short. So was the company of
the people.

I’m not mature enough to
drink coffee, but I might need to
take it up. I’ve had late nights
recently, thanks to being enter-
tained by a family of eastern
screech-owls in the yard. They
are the cutest little things—all
feathers and eyes. They are
about the size of a 12-ounce
pop can. It’s called “pop” here.
I hear it called soda or soft
drink, and on my first visit to
the Deep South, I was asked
what kind of coke I wanted. I
asked the server what kind she
had. The waitress told me she
had Coca-Cola, Dr Pepper and
root beer.

When I was a child, the nea-
rest town was Bath. It had a
population of two or three, de-
pending on which day of the
week you counted the people. It
had a school once, but everyone
became too smart and they had
to close it. It had a Catholic
Church, a cemetery, a creamery
and a general store where a boy
could play checkers. Bath was
known locally as Poptown.
Why? Because you could get
pop there. I reckon we could get
pop anywhere. Pop wasn’t an
important thing in our house-
hold. My parents drank story-
telling coffee, milk and water.
The kids drank mostly milk and
water. We also slurped down
nectar procured from the travel-
ing Watkins man, Tang and, of
course, Kool-Aid. None any
better for us than pop.

QUICKSAND

A listener to my radio show
asked if there is quicksand
here? 1 watched jungle and
cowboy movies where quick-
sand dispatched people. I didn’t
worry about diseases or acci-
dents because I knew quicksand
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would get me. Quicksand exists
in Minnesota and lowa. It’s not
the life-threatening, bottomless
pit depicted in films, but a nat-
ural phenomenon occurring
when loose sand is saturated
with water and agitated by up-
ward-flowing  groundwater.
You're likely to encounter it
along the muddy, sandy banks
of major waterways in areas
that have underground springs.
Areas with high water tables—
spring-water quarries or mar-
shes—can host quicksand.
Don’t panic. Quicksand has a
higher density than the human
body, making it impossible to
sink completely. The dangers
would be exposure, dehydration
or exhaustion from struggling
to free yourself from being
stuck in quicksand.
BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

I won $10 million in the lot-
tery and donated a quarter of it
to charity. I don’t know what
'l do with the other
$9,999,999.75.

When the yoga teacher quit,
it left me in a difficult position.

NATURE NOTES

I find awe in the company of
a gray catbird. It joins me at
dawn, jazz singing outside my
bedroom window. Catbirds ac-
tively sing before sunrise and
after sunset. They mimic other
birds but add their own interpre-
tations. Their songs are long,
but would be even longer if
they played guitars. Catbirds
are friendly birds that wvisit
feeders to eat grape jelly, suet,
sunflower hearts and raisins. |
don’t need a field guide to iden-
tify a catbird. I have a feel guide
to help me enjoy my sidekick.

Birdsfoot trefoil blankets the
roadsides. It’s a legume identi-
fied by its low-growing, small
yellow pea-shaped flowers and
seed pods resembling a bird’s
foot.

A red-eyed vireo sang, “Look
at me...Way up high...Over
here...Inatree...Here  am...In
a tree...Where are you? Can’t
see me.” It sounds as if the bird
is counting the leaves on the
tree or asking questions and
then answering them. In 1948,
Music Digest estimated that
Bing Crosby's recordings filled
more than half of the weekly
hours allocated to recorded
radio music in America. The
red-eyed vireo is trying to
match that. Its marathon singing
has earned it the nickname of
the “preacher bird.”

Skippers look like something
between butterflies and moths.
They are small butterflies that
visit flowers and, when
perched, evoke the shape of a
fighter jet.

MEETING ADJOURNED

A kind word costs us nothing,
but it might be worth a fortune
to another.

Ellendale council election filing opens soon

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The City of Ellendale held its
monthly city council meeting the
evening of Thursday, June 11.
Council members were re-
minded that filing for election to
the city council is open from
July 14 to 18. Any members of
the public who wish to run for
office, and any leaders whose
terms expire in 2026, must file
during that window to be placed
on the Nov. 3 ballot.

Filing takes place in the city
clerk’s office. The terms of
Mayor Scott Groth and council
members Charles Berg and Jon
Asplund end on Dec. 31.

There will be a public hearing
for rezoning of R-2 lots to R-1 in
Crown Ridge at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, July 9. Everyone is invited
to attend.

ELLENDALE
CITY COUNCIL

The National Night Out this
year will be Tuesday, August 4.
The “Night Out” is a nationwide
movement to schedule events
which allow children to interact
with law enforcement, emer-
gency medical staff, and fire-
fighters.

The city’s contract with Em-
pire Pipe Services of Mankato
has been renewed. Council
members were informed the
five-year, nearly $66,000 ar-
rangement is very similar to the
one which just expired. Empire
Pipe Services uses cameras and
specialized equipment to inspect
and clean city water pipes.

Michelle Quandt, executive di-
rector of Camp Companion,
gave a presentation on what her

organization can do for feral cats
in the Ellendale area. The com-
pany traps, neuters, microchips
and returns the cats, preventing
another generation from being
born and becoming a nuisance.
Quandt said her company covers
half the cost of managing the
cats. The council took this under
consideration.

Logan Busho from the fire de-
partment requested an enclosed
trailer for $12,500 for fire equip-
ment. He also reported that about
$4,500 of new equipment will be
needed to be sure two new fire-
fighters have safety gear. The
gambling fund for May covered
$4,000 towards the trailer.

Josh Otto from maintenance
said the area around the north-
west side of the new firehall
needs landscaping, which in-
cludes a retaining wall. The

council suggested Otto himself
try to do the landscaping for
$4,200.

There were codification vio-
lation notices for Eighth Ave
East, Fourth Ave West and Sixth
Ave East.

There was a resolution accept-
ing a $5,000 appropriation from
the Steele County economic de-
velopment authority (EDA) to be
used in supporting the city am-
bulance. The council also ac-
cepted a donation from the
Ellendale Lions Club for replac-
ing trash bins in the city and city
parks. It also accepted a $3,000
donation from the Ellendale Fire
Relief Association.

Mayor Groth suggested three
portable toilets should be made
available for the upcoming
Fourth of July Celebration— two
regular and one accessible.

Driving old cars through the United States

Genie and I drive older cars.
Hers is a 2006 HHR Chevrolet and
mine is a 2012 HHR Chevrolet.
The HHR Chevrolets have been
very good cars as far as we are
concerned. Both vehicles get 25-
30 miles per gallon of gas with a
lower than new vehicle insurance
premium.

Would we recommend the
Chevrolet car? Based on our ex-
perience - the answer is most cer-
tainly “yes.”

In our drives through the United
States and Canada, we have no-
ticed the color trend of new cars is
red, black or white being the ma-
jority color. To us the most beau-
tiful car is the Kia. For the same
reason it looks like a space ma-
chine. (We are both convinced the
car must have, I repeat must have,
a person behind the wheel!

In growing old as a Norwegian
Veteran; I've seen a lot of changes,
for example; most families living
in town have a pet or two; it used

FACT OR FICTION

...you decide

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

to be only the family living out-
side of town had a pet. The pet
was almost always a dog. Now,
the pet dog or cat numbers are al-
most the same.

There wasn't a license needed to
have a pet; now a license is needed
to have a pet in town-in some
cases a license is needed if you
have a pet while living on a lake
or in a township.

Of course the pet must have cer-
tain shots in some locations. Ac-
cording to where the license is
issued.

It used to be Coors Beer was
only for sale in certain western

states and not in Minnesota; now
it's for sale in Minnesota.

(The well-known Schlith Beer is
no longer being brewed.) I bought
a six pack for memories!!

How about all the changes in
baseball over the last 25 years?
The use of electronics to help an
umpire is unreal.

When was the last time you
compared what the ball player
used to play in as part of his equip-
ment versus the same equipment
20 years ago? Unreal!!

Did you know the definition of
a baseball fan has changed to?? A
person with the ability to sit 500

feet from home plate and see
better than an umpire standing five
feet from it.

As long as I'm comparing, why
not compare wearing apparel now
today versus about 30 years ago.
This is really mind boggling.

It seems the present day youth
are imitating the wearing of many
of their parents and grandparents
styles.

In summary comparison, I'm
concerned about the use of drugs,
the importance of God and church
involvement in their lives going
the wrong way.

A letter to the editor as to your
thoughts on my summary would
be most welcome.

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children,
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it,
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There
is always room for God.

Steele County hosts Family Fun Day June 23

[STEELE COUNTY, MN] —
Steele County Public Health
(SCPH) is excited to announce the
return of its second annual Family
Fun Day, taking place Tuesday,
June 23, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Manthey Park (225 24th St NE).

Family Fun Day was created in
2025 to give families a welcom-
ing, hands-on way to learn about
the wide range of services SCPH
provides. These include breast-
feeding support, family home vis-
iting, the Follow Along Program,
the Women, Infants, and Children

(WIC) nutrition program, im-
munizations, car seat education,
and many other programs that
support family health and devel-
opment.

This year, SCPH is expanding
the event by partnering with com-
munity  organizations  across
Steele County. More than 20 inter-
active tables will offer activities
designed to help families explore
local resources and discover new
ways to support their children’s
growth and well-being. In ad-
dition to these activities, our
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A

Amazing Newborn Clinic will be
taking place right in the park as
well.

Each attending family will re-
ceive a bingo card and a goodie
bag to guide them through the ac-
tivities and programs. The event
will feature a variety of family-
friendly activities, including but
not limited to face painting, baby
footprint keepsakes, music, bub-
bles, crafts, books, light snacks,
and prize drawings.

This event is free and designed
for families with children who are

birth to age five, though all fam-
ilies are welcome.

Steele County Public Health is
dedicated to preventing disease,
promoting wellness, and protect-
ing the health of Steele County
residents through a variety of
services, such as family health
programs, immunization clinics,
and home health care. SCPH also
provides resources for radon and
water testing, health education,
and emergency preparedness to
realize its vision of Healthy
People in Healthy Communities.
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Kenneth Olson

Kenneth Alton Olson, age 78,
passed away peacefully at his
home in Waseca on Sunday, June
14, 2026.

Ken was born on May 1,1948,
in Albert Lea, Minnesota, to
Oliver and Ethel (Pirkl) Olson. He
graduated from Freeborn High
School in 1966. He proudly
served his country in the United
States Navy from 1966-1969.
Ken attended Brown Institute in
Minneapolis following his mili-
tary service where he earned his
FCC certification as an electronic
technician.

Ken and Peggy Rae Dreke were
united in marriage on June 25th,
1971 at Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Fairmont. They made
their first home in Nebraska be-
fore moving to Waseca where Ken
worked at E.F. Johnson for almost
30 years. He joined SPX in 2001
where he worked until he retired.
Ken and Peg were married for al-
most 55 years, a life filled with
faith, family and service to others.

Ken was known for his strong
work ethic and ability to fix just
about anything. He enjoyed fixing
up houses for rental property and
helping family and friends with
whatever needed to be done. A so-
cial, positive and caring man Ken
was known for handing out com-
pliments, sharing a smile and
lending a helping hand whenever
needed. Ken will be remembered
for his generous heart, positive
outlook, tireless work ethic and
the love he shared with everyone
around him. His kindness, humor,
and willingness to help others left
a lasting impact on everyone who
knew him. He will be deeply
missed and forever remembered.

A faithful member of Christ the
King Lutheran Church, Ken en-
joyed helping Peggy with her altar
guild duties and odd jobs around
the church. His willingness to

Kenneth Olson

serve others was

evident in every aspect of his
life.

Ken’s greatest joy was his
family. He was a devoted hus-
band, loving father and proud
grandfather who treasured every
moment spent with those he loved.

Ken is survived by his beloved
wife, Peggy Olson of Waseca;
daughters, Laura (Jeff) Zimmer-
man of Waseca and Carrie (Kyle)
Holmen of Owatonna; six cher-
ished grandchildren, Joe (Savan-
nah Flugum), Bethany, Ashley,
Gavin, Samantha (Logan Britton)
and Molly; brother, Darwyn
(Donna) Olson of Hartland; sister,
Colleen (Luvern) Lyle of Lyle. He
was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Oliver and Ethel Olson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
are preferred to Christ the King
Lutheran Church.

Visitation for Ken will be held
from 4 — 7 PM on Friday, June 19,
2026 at Christ the King Lutheran
Church in Waseca. Visitation will
continue for one hour prior to the
service at the church.

Funeral service will be at 11:00
AM on Saturday, June 20, 2026 at
Christ the King Lutheran Church
in Waseca.

m Council

from Page 1

front of the community center, they
decided they want more infor-
mation about state level expecta-
tions; specifically, they wanted to
know whether there are any penal-
ties for those cities not flying the
new flag.

GigFire Internet, formerly LTD
Broadcasting, will be moving its
broadcasting equipment into Wal-
dorf free of charge, following the
vote by the council to approve. Ac-
cording to Mayor Wilkening,
“They can be here tomorrow if we
let them.” Council members also
wanted city residents to know Bev-
comm, which has installed buried
fiber lines in the area, may also be
an option.

m Elections

from Page 1

Daren Arndt, Jeremy Conrath and
James Ebertowski have terms end-
ing in 2026.

In Janesville, the terms of In-
terim Mayor Andy Ahlman and
city council member Ivan Maas

come to a close in 2026.

In New Richland, the terms of
Mayor Janda Ferguson and city
council members Jody Wynnemer
and Jason Casey end this year.

In Waldorf, the terms of Mayor
Rob Wilkening and council
member Missy Sorbo end in 2026.
The council will also need some-
one to fill the seat of member Car-
rie Ferch, who died while in office.

m Church

from Page 1

arated. The once-vibrant congre-
gation was struggling, and now it
needed a minister.

God and the grocer

Enter Ross Sletten, owner of the
125-year-old grocery store in El-
lendale. He bought Lerberg’s
Foods in 2007.

He grew up in a house kitty-cor-
ner from the church, teaching and
leading music for Sunday school
when his children were young.

“I’ve always been a strong
Christian, and I have always felt
very close to the Lord,” Sletten
said.

“When I was probably five or
six years old, my parents would
have company over, and I decided
that’s when I would have my
church service — when I had a con-
gregation,” he said. “I used to do
that, and everybody thought it was
cute ... until it was time for offer-
ing, and then it wasn’t so sweet
anymore,” he laughed.

It was the start of a life of serv-
ice.

Sletten was a member of Chil-
dren of the Light, a group of high
school-age kids from Ellendale
and Geneva who toured southern
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa,
singing Christian music.

They were successful enough to
record an album in 1981, traveling
to Cookhouse Recording Studios
in Minneapolis, which is no small
thing; the studio hosted a 16-year-
old Prince in 1975, laying the
foundation for his legendary ca-
reer.

Despite his faith and his voice,
Sletten earned a college degree in
sales, marketing and management,
working in grocery stores until
buying the one in his hometown.

He still attended First Lutheran
Church there, too, and watched
with dismay as family after family
left. His devotion to Ellendale’s
history didn’t stop with Lerberg’s.

“Since June, I’ve pretty much
been filling that role,” Sletten said
of the empty pulpit.

A lifelong faith had landed him
in the sights of people who needed
him. “People from the congrega-
tion would tell me, ‘I think you
missed your calling.” Eventually,
people started asking me, ‘Is this
something you would consider?’

“This is something I wanted to
do my entire life,” he said, tears
filling his eyes.

Perfect timing

He loved being a lay pastor — a
baptized, non-ordained member of
a congregation who assumes spir-
itual and administrative leadership
roles within a church.

The members loved it, too, pro-
viding positive feedback about his
services.

“But I’'m 63 years old,” Sletten
said, “and my plan has always
been to retire at age 65. Hopefully,
I’1l have a successor at the store,
because 1’d like to see that con-
tinue.”

Scott Swanson is president of

the First Lutheran Church Coun-
cil. He approached Sletten “a few
times” to ask if the grocer would
be the minister.

It was time for Sletten to se-
riously consider the opportunity.

The church offered to pay for
his seminary work.

“Alot of prayer went into it, and
a lot of thought,” Sletten said.

There was also something that
felt like ... divine intervention.

In September 2025, he was dia-
gnosed with leukemia; his final
chemotherapy treatment was Dec.
26. About six weeks later, he had
a bone marrow biopsy.

“I sat down with my oncologist
after that, and he looked at me and
said, ‘Ross, I have good news.
You’re in complete remission.’
And it was like, ‘wow,’ you know?
How can I not do this?”

So in the fall, Sletten will enroll
in the Masters Institute Seminary
in White Bear Lake, a two-year
program.

“Fortunately, everything is on-
line, so I’'m able to do it in my own
time when it works for me,” he
said of the coursework. “It sounds
like it’s going to take about two
days a week — so two full days,
then I’m the grocery guy the rest
of the days — except for Sunday, of
course.”

The timing was perfect. Two
years until retirement; two years
of seminary; and a wide-open fu-
ture.

Getting guidance

The church has joined the Lu-
theran Congregations and Mis-
sions for Christ, which encourages
churches to do exactly what the
Ellendale folks did — promote
somebody from within the congre-
gation.

“They really believe that some-
body that knows people personally
in the congregation might have an
easier time pastoring a church,”
Sletten said — and staying there.

The church council did its dili-
gence, Swanson said, and learned
a lot of lessons from the process,
including the wisdom of rules that
were in place.

Still, he said, “it’s all spirit-led,
so one of the lessons you learn is,
it’s about prayer. God wants you
to pray. God wants you to talk to
him.”

The church council also talked
to a lot of people within the con-
gregation, with “thoughtful, pray-
erful conversations ... and the
benefits of all those things came
together with Ross and (his wife)
Michelle deciding to make that
commitment,” Swanson said.

The family is “a staple in the
community to begin with,” he
said, “and it just seems to have a
natural fit. It is an absolute joy to
be here on Sundays and to have
Ross’s personality come through —
it’s been a really great experi-
ence.”

Bringing them back

On Mother’s Day, there were
about 125 people in church, a far
cry from the dwindling numbers
just a year before.

That day, the Sunday school stu-
dents had a program; the service
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“This is something I've wanted to do my

entire life,”

— Ross Sletten,

First Lutheran Lay Pastor

was followed by a Mother’s Day
brunch and the dedication of the
town’s first Lending Library —
similar to a “Free Little Library”
program.

“We had parents and grandpar-
ents here, and when I got up front,
[ didn’t realize the church was that
full,” Sletten said. “I turned
around to greet the congregation
and was like, whoa.”

He and Swanson heap praise
upon Wendy Shultz, who has re-
vived the children’s education pro-
gram.

“Our Sunday school has just ex-
ploded,” Sletten said.

The previous declining church
attendance means families were
going elsewhere, obviously taking
their children with them.

Shultz and her husband Marty
had left, too — despite being the
fifth generation of Shultzes to
bring their families to the church.

The couple instead attended
church with their adult children, or
tried new churches. Nothing felt
like home, Wendy Shultz said.

One Sunday last September, as
they drove past the church, “I just
thought, ‘I wonder how they’re
doing in there.” So I parked and
snuck up to the balcony,” during
church service, she said.

“I peeked over the railing and
saw two kids, and it about broke
my heart.”

By then, Sletten had taken over
the pulpit; he, the organist and
Swanson’s wife Suzanne spotted
Shultz — and cornered her.

There weren’t any children in
Sunday school, they told Shultz,
who had “spent my whole life
being in Sunday school” before
leaving the church.

Would she please come back?

It had been three years, but
Shultz went to the church class-
rooms and found her former curri-
culum.

“I pieced it together and made
copies,” she said, “and told them,
‘T’ll get you going and get you
through a Christmas program.’ It
felt like my baby, you know?”

A couple of weeks later, Sunday
school began again.

“I think I had, like, five kids,”
she said. “Then word got out, and
the very next Sunday” she needed
more room.

“My whole goal was to have
them do something every month,”
Shultz said, “whether it’s singing,
or a program.”

Kids bring adults, she said,
while receiving their own faith
foundation.

“If you ask (adults) where their
faith started, nine times out of 10
they’ll say, ‘I think it started in
Sunday school when I had to dress
up like a shepherd for a Christmas
program,’ or something like that.
That’s what 1 want the kids to
have.”

USED
BOOKSTORE

RECYCLE YOUR BOOKS
WITH US

So does Sletten.

“It’s so good to see that the
numbers are back up again,” he
said, “because that Sunday school
is tomorrow’s congregation.”

There were 26 children in Sun-
day school on Mother’s Day.

Allowing the gifts

The key to the church’s recov-
ery, Swanson said, was simple:
“We went back to allowing people
to share their gifts. Everybody has
a gift, has something special, and
we had lost that.”

The church had become “an en-
vironment where that wasn’t en-
couraged, but when we changed
things, the whole attitude of the
church changed,” he said. “You
feel the spirit more often in here

.. allowing folks to do what they
love to do just naturally attracts
other people.”

“And that’s their ministry,”
Sletten added, “when they can
share their gifts.”

It’s the work of many members
that brought the church back, he
said, “and it’s all part of the recipe
for making a successful loaf of
bread here in our church.”

They see it after church serv-
ices, as well, when everyone heads
downstairs for brunch — every
week.

Becky Lassahn’s gift to the
church is to organize a team that
provides egg bake, fruit, pastries
and more to feed the crowd.

The Sunday school rooms are
also downstairs, so the children
can share that day’s crafts or proj-
ects with all of the adults — some-
thing they all enjoy, Swanson said.

The kids’ lesson of sharing is
now the church’s legacy: Their
“noisy offering” from throughout
the year was used to buy books for
the lending library — which looks
suspiciously like the church itself.

The church is back to participat-
ing in the community Lenten serv-
ices, which was “another really
big thing,” Swanson said, because
the collection is donated to the El-
lendale Area Food Shelf.

“It brings the churches together
in that regard,” he said, “and that’s
been another piece that has been
missing.”

That ministry, in addition to the
lending library, is “teaching the
kids about being involved in doing
things with the community, and
being hands-on,” Swanson said.

For his part, the future minister
sees the plan.

“I look back at everything that’s
happened to me in my life, and I
think that God has just had a plan
for me,” Sletten said. “He’s just
been walking beside me and guid-
ing me while all this stuff is hap-
pening.

“Now he’s saying, it’s time.
Now’s the time.”

507-455-3440
eatonshooks@q.com
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3:30

602 North Cedar Ave Owatonna MN 55060
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¢+ |t is a sincere act of love.

other's sorrows.

with their grief and loss.

Albert Lea

+ [t relieves the burden of making arrangements at a most
difficult time, enabling family & friends to better support each

* |t provides comfort to the family that final wishes are respected.
+ |t allows the funeral to focus on the living who are left to deal

* |t is capable of relieving the financial burden for family members.
* [t can make it easier for those we love.
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Waldorf Blood Drive

HERITAGE BITS

CARRYING TRADITION - Carol Raimann, assisted by Red Cross phlebotomist Cindy Wright,
was among the donors at a Red Cross blood drive at the Waldorf Community Center on Tues-
day, June 9. Organizer Deb Bezdicek is carrying on with the tradition started by her mother
Bev Janike of holding two blood drives each year, one in June and another in December.

During this most recent drive, 42 donors provided 48 pints of blood, some of them by a pro-
cess which removes white blood cells and so counts as a 2-pint donation.

Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

In this picture is Wayne Broecker (middle) who taught ag in New Richland for several years. The
boy on the left is Odean Johnson and the man on the right is his father, Virgel Johnson. Photo by
New Richland Area Historical Society. (06/18/2026)

Finstad in the
Field: Calling
for Walz, Ellison
resignation

The House Committee on
Oversight and Government Re-
form released a report this week
exposing that Governor Tim
Walz, Attorney General Keith El-
lison, and other senior Minnesota
state officials had been aware of
the widespread fraud in our state's
federally funded social programs
for years and failed to address it.
According to the report, they ig-
nored whistleblowers, dismissed
warnings from employees, and re-
peatedly failed to act.

As a result of their inaction, bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars were di-
verted to fraudsters instead of
helping Minnesotans in need. |
led my fellow Minnesota Con-
gressional Republicans in sending
a letter to Governor Walz and At-
torney General Ellison expressing
our concerns and urging them to
resign. The leaders who have put
our federally funded assistance
programs at risk must be held ac-
countable, and my colleagues and
I will continue working to restore
confidence and public trust in our
elected officials.

Coming Together for
Charity

One of my favorite traditions
on Capitol Hill is the Congres-
sional Baseball Game. It’s an
honor to be a part of such a long-
standing tradition that brings
folks together, both on and off the
field. This year’s game raised a
record-breaking $3.2 million for
those in need. I had a blast being
on the field with my fellow repre-
sentatives in support of a great
cause.

Supporting Local Businesses

This week, I had the opportu-
nity to speak at two “fly-in”
events focused on supporting our
small, local businesses both in
Minnesota and across the country.
On Tuesday, I joined members of
the National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business (NFIB) for their
Annual Fly-In to discuss the is-
sues that matter most to our Main
Streets. As a member of the
House Committee on Small Busi-
ness, and a member of NFIB my-
self, I appreciated this opportunity
to share my experiences as a busi-
ness owner and how it shapes my
work in Congress.

On Wednesday, I joined the
Minnesota Chamber of Com-
merce to discuss ways we can
work together to promote job
growth, strengthen innovation,
and drive our local economies. I
always appreciate these opportu-
nities to speak with those making
a difference back home.

Meeting With Minnesota
Industry Leaders

It was great to connect with in-
dustry leaders from across south-
ern Minnesota in Washington,

D.C. this week! I first joined rep-
resentatives from Dairyland
Power Cooperative to hear more
about their energy projects across
southeast Minnesota.

I also met with members of
Minnesota Associated Builders
and Contractors to discuss the
work they do to support the con-
struction industry and promote
economic development across
southern Minnesota.

I recently helped introduce the
Build American Efficiency Act to
streamline Build America, Buy
America compliance for our
home builders and manufacturers.
I appreciated meeting with Mac-
Lean Power Systems Mankato to
discuss the importance of invest-
ing in American infrastructure
and how we can improve the pro-
cess for businesses like theirs to
source American materials.

Members of the Minnesota
Broadcasters Association also
stopped by to discuss the future of
sports broadcasting, ways to bring
more streaming services to Min-
nesotans, and expanding opportu-
nities in the industry for the next
generation. Thanks for meeting
with me!

Farm Bill Spotlight

Access to capital is key to the
success of farmers in Minnesota’s
First District and across the coun-
try. I led legislation in the 2026
Farm Bill to expand the EZGua-
rantee Loan Program through the
USDA, expediting approval times
for certain guaranteed loans. This
helps ensure farmers, ranchers,
and rural communities receive
timely access to the credit they
need.

The House Floor This Week

PASSED — H. Res. 1335, con-
demning actors seeking to de-
fraud the United States
Government, and expressing the
sense of the House of Represen-
tatives that government-wide
fraud and improper payment pre-
vention reforms will meaning-
fully improve the financial
prosperity of the United States,
and that Federal program eligibil-
ity should be verified before pay-
ment.

PASSED — S. 2, the Secure
America Act, provides funding
through FY29 for U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP), and
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

PASSED — H.R. 7892, the No
Aid for Ghost Students Act, en-
sures student aid goes to those in
need and not fraudsters by estab-
lishing a federal student aid fraud
detection system to identify sus-
picious student aid applications
and requires schools to verify
flagged applications before any
money is disbursed to bad actors.

QUALITY ENTERTAINMENT - Discover Waseca Tourism awarded a grant to the Waseca County Free Fair to support the free stage
entertainment for the 2026 fair. The free stage provides fairgoers with access to quality entertainment at no additional cost.

July 8-12, 2026.
For generations,

Southern  Minnesota's

alike.

the Waseca
County Free Fair has been one of
premier
summer attractions, drawing thou-
sands of visitors to Waseca County
for five days of entertainment, agri-
culture, food, exhibits, and family-
friendly activities. The Free Stage
provides fairgoers with access to
quality entertainment at no additional
cost, helping create an enjoyable ex-
perience for residents and visitors

The grant was approved through
the Discover Waseca Tourism Grants
Program, which supports events and
initiatives that enhance Waseca's ap-
peal as a destination and contribute
to the local visitor economy.

"The Waseca County Free Fair is
one of our community's signature
events and a tremendous driver of
tourism for our area," said Mikhail
Rostislavovich, President of Dis-
cover Waseca Tourism. "Every year,
thousands of people visit Waseca to
enjoy the fair's attractions, exhibits,
food, and entertainment. By helping
support the Free Stage, we are in-
vesting in an experience that is ac-
cessible to everyone  while
showcasing the hospitality and com-

Pesticide applicator

ST. PAUL, MN — The University
of Minnesota Extension Pesticide
Safety and Environmental Education
(PSEE) program is offering field
days for pesticide applicator recerti-
fication.

This class will offer outdoor,
hands-on recertification training for
both private and commercial/non-
commercial (CNC) pesticide appli-
cators. Private pesticide applicators
who need to recertify in 2027 can at-
tend a field day this summer, elimi-
nating the need to attend a workshop
or take the exam in January or Feb-
ruary 2027. Class cost is $100 for

field day recertification

private pesticide applicators, $145
for CNC applicators with categories
A & C, and $190 for CNC appli-
cators with categories A, C, & H.
These workshops will be held at the
Waseca UMN Research and Out-
reach Center on July 16 and the
Lamberton UMN Research and Out-
reach Center on August 13 starting
at 7:30 a.m. CNC applicators reg-
ister at z.umn.edu/pseeachwork-
shops. Private applicators register at
z.umn.edu/ppatFieldDays. Contact
PSEE, psee-programs@umn.edu,
with any questions.

-

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews Dr
#100, Mankato, MN

Rochester
(507) 536-7700
3110 Wellner Dr

NE, Rochester, MN
55906 56001

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It's Main Street Dental.

Blooming
Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E,
Blooming Prairie, 55060

W,

New Richland
(507) 463-0502
132 Broadway Ave
N, New Richland,
MN 56072

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage

Rd, Owatonna, MN

MN 55917

munity spirit that make Waseca a
destination worth visiting."

The Tourism Grants Committee
recognized the significant impact the
fair has on local businesses, lodging
establishments, restaurants, and at-
tractions throughout the county.

"The Waseca County Free Fair is
more than a community tradition, it
is an important tourism asset that at-
tracts visitors from across the re-
gion," said Diane Beckmann, Chair
of the Discover Waseca Tourism
Grants Committee. "The committee
was pleased to support the Free
Stage because it enhances the overall
fair experience and helps ensure that
quality entertainment remains avail-
able to all fairgoers at no additional

Tourism awards $2,500 grant to support Free Stage

WASECA, Minn. — Discover
Waseca Tourism awards a $2,500
grant to the Waseca County Free Fair
to support free stage entertainment
during the 2026 fair, scheduled for

cost."

With free admission, family-
friendly activities, agricultural ex-
hibits, live entertainment, and special
events throughout the week, the
Waseca County Free Fair continues
to serve as one of the region's most
anticipated summer celebrations.
Discover Waseca Tourism is proud to
partner with organizations that create
memorable experiences for residents
and visitors while promoting Waseca
County as a vibrant place to live,
work, and visit.

For more information about the
Waseca County Free Fair, visit the
fair's website or attend this year's fair
from July 8-12, 2026.

LittleThealre
of 0

P.O. BOX 64, OWATONNA, MN 55060
507-451-0764
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Shown here are some pictures of Dick’s family camping trips from years ago and a couple of the more recent ones. One is of his
two granddaughters in the background with their uncle Brian in the foreground.

The weather outside is delightful right now

The weather has turned into a tol-
erable summer comfort zone. I can
remember when it didn’t get overly
hot until the middle of July and
stayed that way until the end of Au-
gust.

I can remember going down to my
cousin Richard's family farm in June
and staying for a week or two. We al-
ways had fun, whether it was playing
in the creek, exploring the woods on
the south end of their property or
playing in the hay loft. The hay loft
part would sometimes get us in trou-
ble if we broke any bales of hay. His
sisters were younger than us, but
sometimes they would join us.

Once I got over the idea that I
would be there for two weeks, I set-
tled in and enjoyed it. Sometimes
you see a doctor on the internet giv-
ing advice that would keep a person

Woods

y i

and Water
Her ndahl

Outdoors Writer

healthier. Over the years health ex-
perts have attacked everything from
red meat, eggs, coffee and even cold
water. Yes, cold water. They said that
cold water is not healthy for you.
Now I grew up playing outside most
of my childhood, and, when it was
hot out, a kid would get thirsty, so the
old garden hose was the drinking
fountain. You let it run for a couple
of minutes and the water was cold
and delicious. Whenever [ visited my

uncle’s farm, which was the Winjum
family farm, they also had a well
pump with the trusty old tin cup
hanging by it.

Getting back to the Holt family
farm, they had a well pump by the
barn with a tin cup hanging off of it.
When you turned on the pump, the
water that came out was clear and ice
cold. There are many times when |
take a drink of water at home, I think
of that well water and of how re-

freshing it was.

I am now 80 years old and as far
as | can tell, drinking all of that well
water and water out of the hose never
had an effect on me. Those were the
“good old days” when simple things
would keep a person satisfied.

Until next time: Our family spent
many years camping, fishing and just
enjoying the outdoors. The campfire
was always the center of attention in
the evening. We would sit around the
campfire in the evening, roasting hot
dogs, making smore’s and telling
stories. I have to wonder if smore’s
are still the center of attention at
campsites these days.

Please take the time to remember
our troops that are serving now and
those that have served before them.
They are the reason that we have all
of the Freedoms that we enjoy today.

70 7762 (et cff ocer £aia

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School,

Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m.
Worship
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 6
p.m. Bible Study
* * *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Trish Reedstrom
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship,

Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meeting
(first Wednesday)
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30
a.m. Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

VISTA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
& & *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m.

Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bon-
fires and Yard Games, 6 p.m.
until dark

* % *

CROSS OF GLORY
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First
Tuesday)

* * *

WEST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Monday - Council meeting (First
Monday of the month)

Friday - Quilting meets 9:00 a.m.
twice a month, see newsletter for
dates.

* * *
HARTLAND
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship

* * *
MANCHESTER
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
£ * £

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and
4th Fridays p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Pastor Leandra Anderson
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship (times
very for holidays)
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
& £ *

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
CHURCH
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor David Modder
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10

a.m. Kids church
Check the website for additional
updates

www.vibrantlifeag.com
%k

FIRST LUTHERAN LCMC
Ellendale, Minnesota

Lay Pastor Ross Sletten
Saturday - 8am Men's Bible
Study
Sunday - 9am Worship
Monday - 7pm Call to prayer
Wednesday - 9:30am Bible
Study; 6pm Confirmation

* * *

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
Ellendale, Minnesota
Randy Cirksena, Pastor
Sunday - Summer Service time is

9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m.
Sunday school. (No summer sun-
day school)
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday School
from Oct through May from 9:15
a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

& & *

CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those
wanting to listen through their
car radios at FM 90.7
* * *
EAST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Pastor Matt Griggs
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those
wanting to listen through their
car radios at FM 89.3
* * *

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark
Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship

* B3 B3

FAMILY OF FAITH
COMMUNITY CHURCH
101 East Park Avenue
Hollandale, Minnesota
An EagleBrook viewing church.

Sunday— 8:45 a.m. Coffee Fel-
lowship; 9:20 a.m. Worship/Kids
Church
Familyoffaithhollandalemn.org
ffcchollandale@gmail.com

B3 B3 B3

ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN,
ELCA
Meriden, Minnesota
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
B3 * %

PONTOPPIDAN
LUTHERAN
Lemond Township
Pastor Gena Parker
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship
£ * £

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15
a.m. Youth/Adult Study
& * *

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH of LITOMYSL
Father Peter Schuster
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during
Mass
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith
Formation classes for grades K-
Confirmation
www.litomysl.webs.com

www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
* % %

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10
a.m. Sunday School and Bible
Study

* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
& & *

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
% % %

PEACE UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Rev. Larry Sipe
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
& * £

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-
ident
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Ac-
tivities, ages 12-18
* * *
NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE STAR
EAGLE.

LOOKING BACK

25 years ago

- During the Memorial Day service at Central park here, wreaths were
placed at the base of the World War II Memorial. Standing at attention
here are Ann Jessen, Andrew Borgen Post #75 auxiliary president and
Chris Hagen. The memorial displays all of the names of all of the New
Richland area men who gave their lives during the war.

- Stacey Titus of Ellendale was named to the Honors List at Rasmussen
College, Mankato. To qualify
she obtained a 4.0 grade point
average.

- Kalisha Anthony will be
competing in the pole vault
state field event on Saturday,
June 9. Kalisha is holding
awards she received at the
Panther Spring Athletic Ban-
quet Monday evening. Her
awards are the 2001 Gopher
All Conference and Most
Valuable Player in track
events.

50 years ago

- Mitchell T. Abraham, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Abraham of
New Richland, was elected an
associate justice to the Minne-
sota State Supreme Court at Boys State at St. John's University, College-
ville, last week. Mitchell, a student at the New Richland-Hartland Public
schools, was sponsored by the Andrew Borgen Post 75 of the American
Legion, New Richland.

- Three young men were confirmed at Immanuel Lutheran
Church of Freedom Township, April 25, by Rev. Stanley Rosenau.
They are pictured here with the pastor, from left to right: Brian
Meyer, Wade Jorgenson, Pastor Rosenau and Bradley Meyer.

- Daniel Lyngaard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Milton Lyngaard of New Rich-
land, was among the students of the University of Wisconsin-Madison
who won honors recognition for outstanding work in his studies.

75 years ago

- Mr. and Mrs. Bert Root announce the engagement of their daughter,
Patsy Fern to Cpl. Levi Bartz of Camp Roberts, California, son of Mrs.
Ted Lueck of Waseca. The date of the wedding has not been set.

- Mr. and Mrs. John W. Zwiebel of New Richland are the parents of a
son, their first child, born at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea, Wednesday,
July 11, weighing seven pounds, one and a half ounces. Mr. and Mrs.
Zwiebel are employed as teachers in the New Richland Public Schools..

RUSS NELSON
MOTOR SHOP

Electric Motor Repair
and Replacement

601 Dutton Drive
Ellendale, MN

507-473-0513

russnelson 1941 @gmail.com
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teve 5
Meat Market

EST 1973
Awand Winning Home-Cuned cMeat Products

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

Exceptional
care by and for
Exceptional
People!

(507) 465-3292

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats,
friendly service & great prices!

Weagner Foods

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway
New Richland, MN

newrichlandgrocery.com

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE
(507) 995-6627

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042

(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

economicsi«

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775

121 3rd St. N.E.
New Richland,
MN 56072

J-“:J
THOMPSON
SANITATION, INC.
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS ¢ RECYCLING

Clarks Grove Office:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
Phone: 507-256-4370

thompsonsanitation.com

LERBERG’S

CAR WASH
& COIN
LAUNDRY

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

FITNESS
CENTER
& TANNING

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

Full line of cardio, free
weights, power racks,
dumbbells, barbells, &
circuit training machines!
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Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink
Customers

The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
designated  CenturyLink as an  Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier within its service area
for universal service purposes. CenturyLink’s basic
local service rates for residential voice lines are
$16.32-$29.00 per month and business services
are $35.48-$39.86 per month. Specific rates will
be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline program,
which makes residential telephone or qualifying
broadband service more affordable to eligible low-
income individuals and families. Eligible customers
may qualify for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/month
for voice or bundled voice service or $9.25/month
for qualifying broadband or broadband bundles.
Residents who live on federally recognized Tribal
Lands may qualify for additional Tribal benefits
if they participate in certain additional federal
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is
available for only one telephone or qualifying
broadband service per household, which can be
either a wireline or wireless service. Broadband
speeds must be at least 25 Mbps download and 3
Mbps upload to qualify.

A household is defined as any individual or group of
individuals who live together at the same address
and share income and expenses. Services are not
transferable, and only eligible consumers may
enroll in these programs. Consumers who willfully
make false statements to obtain these discounts
can be punished by fine or imprisonment and can
be barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area,

visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/lifeline.html
for additional information about applying for these
programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with questions.

N
1\

CenturyLink-

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That
default has occurred in the conditions of
the following described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: October 25,
2022

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $201,286.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Rhett
Warmsbecker, an unmarried man

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee
for American Pacific Mortgage
Corporation

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on October 27, 2022 as
Document Number A331902 in the
Office of the County Recorder of
Waseca County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: U.S. Bank National
Association by assignment recorded on
December 30, 2025 as Document
Number A342247 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Waseca County,

Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot 2, in R. P. Ward's
Subdivision (B) of the NW 1/4 of the
SE 1/4 of Section 18, Township 107
North, Range 22 West, Waseca County,
Minnesota

PIN# 175900190.

STREET ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:
804 STH ST SW, WASECA, MN 56093

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Waseca County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $204,111.64

TRANSACTION AGENT: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: American Pacific
Mortgage Corporation

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: U.S. Bank
National Association

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17.590.0190

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 1002793-0006824944-6

THAT no action or proceeding has been
instituted at law to recover the debt then
remaining secured by such mortgage, or

NOTICE

Summit Township Board Meeting

Thursday, July 2, 2026
7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall

Andy Jewison
Summit Township Clerk

2026.

Public Notice
This is to notify you that NRHEG Public School #2168 will
be accepting quotes for dairy products for the 2026-2027
school year. The Board of Education will review all quotes
at its regular meeting scheduled for Monday, July 20th,

Please submit your quote to Sara Meihak, Food Service
Director, 306 Ash Ave South, New Richland, MN, 56072, by
11 am Monday, July 10th, 2026.

any part thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been instituted, that the
same has been discontinued, or that an
execution upon the judgment rendered
therein has been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the above
described property will be sold by the
Sheriff of said county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: June 04,
2026 at 10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County
Sherift’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW,
Waseca, MN 56093.

to pay the debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any actually paid
by the mortgagee, on the premises and
the costs and disbursements allowed by
law. The time allowed by law for
redemption by said mortgagor(s), their
personal representatives or assigns is six
(6) months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage is
reinstated or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemption is
reduced by judicial order, you must
vacate the premises by 11:59 p.m. on
December 4, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR
REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None
Dated: April 07, 2026
U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

Got news?
507-463-8112

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of Ellendale, Minnesota, will hold a public hearing on July 9, 2026,
at 6:30 pm at the Ellendale Community Hall, 507 2" Street South, Ellendale, Minnesota to accept public
comment on consideration to rezone property located within the city. The proposed rezoning is described as

hearing.

Dated: June 12, 2026

follows:

Parcel ID No. Property Owner & Current Zoning Proposed Zoning
Property Address Classification Classification

15-114-0101 Lonnie L. & Teri M. Korman R-2 R-1
802 Rose Drive

15-114-0102 Lonnie L. & Teri M. Korman R-2 R-1

804 Rose Drive

Such persons who desire to submit public comment regarding the proposed rezoning will be heard at the

Steve Engel, City Clerk/Treasurer

City of Ellendale

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Alexa Marsh, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760

(26-0124-FCO01)

Federal law may require reporting to the
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
for certain purchases of residential
property by entities or trusts. A
successful third party bidder may be
required to provide ownership and
identifying information as a condition to
completing the transfer.

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM
A DEBT COLLECTOR.

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT
OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
mortgage foreclosure sale referred to in
the foregoing Notice of Mortgage

Foreclosure Sale has been postponed to:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: July 23,
2026 at 10:00 AM

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County
Sheriff’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW,
Waseca, MN 56093.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage is
reinstated or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemption is
reduced by judicial order, you must
vacate the premises by 11:59 p.m. on
January 25, 2027.

Dated: June 08, 2026

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*

25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(26-0124-FC01)

Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties
johnsonrents.com

Royal Villa Apartments has
a one-bedroom apartment
for rent. We are an income-
based, clean, healthy, quiet
place, with activities avail-
able for those looking for a
place to call home. Se-
cured building access and
security system. Ultilities
included in rent.
Satellite TV and
Wifi available.

Call 507-463-8515 or email
hranr@hickorytech.net to
request an application.

Serving Southern
Minnesota for over
45 years!

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, VIN
507-256-4712

tELEMENT

Your local distributor

EAGLE CONCRETE

Division of Waseca Sand & Gravel

13113 315th Ave, Waseca MN
507-835-5150
Also available:
Ready Mix Concrete, Rebar,
Landscape Rock

LOGIX BRANDS

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Holland

Tracy
#7405002

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

907-436-9128

www.hollandauction.com

bayviewfuneral @gmail.com

N

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FORA
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

Waseca, MN
teampetsinger@amfam.com
mrpagencyllc.com

—_—————
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE P

Open
Monday-Friday




S Thursday, June 18, 2026

Star Eagle

Sport/Activities: Volleyball, Basketball, Track and Field, National Honor Society, DECA, Student Coun-
cil, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Student Ambassadors, FCCLA, Yearbook, SALT Leadership, Flag
Football Grade: Senior What do you like most about participating in the activities that you are in-
volved in? The people and staying active. What motivates you to do your best? My family because
they always push me to do my best and myself by believing | am capable of more than | believe in myself
and pushing to be my best athlete and person. Who is your role model and why? My biggest role
models are my parents; they have always worked incredibly hard to support our family and create the life
we live today. | would also say my cousins, brothers, and uncles as well, always seeing who’s best at
what has helped me grow competitively. What advice would you give to other students, especially
students in elementary and middle school? Never give up. Never quit anything. Just keep pushing
though. Try your best all the time and be the best person you could be. What makes you a good team-
mate for the sport/activity you’re involved in? | feel like | push my teammate and myself to push hard
in practice and games. Keeping everyone accountable to create good teams is always my goal.

Sport/Activities: Basketball, Volleyball, Track and Field, Student Council, Student Ambassadors, FCA,
FCCLA, National Honor Society, yearbook, Knowledge Bowl, Softball Grade: Junior What do you like
most about participating in the activities that you are involved in? | love participating in my activities
because they help me grow as a person, build confidence, develop teamwork and leadership skills, and
allow me to pursue my passions while making meaningful connections with others. What motivates you
to do your best? Before my injury, the only thing that made me do my best is my family and teammates.
Now, | am the person that motivates myself. | am trying harder and getting stronger for the things that |
want to do. Even though there are more bad days than good days, | will try my hardest and get where |
need to be, with the support of my friends, coaches, teachers, and most importantly, my family. Who is
your role model and why? My biggest role models are my parents because they taught me the value of
hard work, kindness, and never giving up. Their love, sacrifices, and support inspire me to become a
better person every day. Love you, mom and dad. What advice would you give to other students? My
advice to other students is to always try your best, be kind to others, and never be afraid to ask questions
or try new things. Enjoy learning, stay positive, and remember that mistakes help you grow and become

they are involved in. | listen, co-
operate well with others, and help

Water & Waterline Repair
Jetting, Camera & Locating

Offering Commercial
& Residential Services

Septic Services

create a fun and respectful envi-
Snow Plowing

ronment for everyone.

stronger. What makes you a

good teammate for the « Excavation
sport/activity you’re involved « Site Development

in? | am a good teammate be- « Site Utilities

cause | encourage others to work « Basement Digging

hard, stay positive, and do your « Trucks & Hauling

best, even when days are hard for + Landscape Supplies
myself. | try my best to support all « Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt
of my team/teams in any activity + Demolition

Funeral Home & Crematory

K New in 2022, one-level facilicy  *¥ Dedicated staff including
two full-time morticians

(507) 455-0388

870 32nd Avenue NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

% Onsite crematory

#H Pre-need insurance agent ES everything you need!

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 e info@nasinecth.com

Sport/Activities: Volleyball, Basketball, Softball, Flag Football, Student Council, FCA, Student Ambassa-
dors, FCCLA, Knowledge Bowl, Band, FFA, 4-H, Sunset Saddle Club Grade: Sophomore What do you like
most about participating in the activities that you are involved in? | really enjoy getting to spend more
time with my friends, making memories, having fun doing what | love, and improving my skills. | also love
how all of my teammates push me to my full potential to help me become a better player and person. What
motivates you to do your best? Something that motivates me most, is wanting to be better for my team. |
always put in my best effort to help out the team in any way possible. Another big motivator is not wanting to
fail. 1 would like to be able to play to my full potential all the time, so the only way | can do that is to keep prac-
ticing, and learning from my “failures,” instead of letting them discourage me. Who is your role model and
why? My biggest role model is probably my sister, Izley. She is such a strong person and always puts so
much work into whatever she’s doing. She has also had to overcome so many setbacks with her ACL, but
she still came out on top and is doing amazing! What advice would you give to other students? | believe
that something every kid needs to hear while trying to improve on their sport, or anything really, is to not be
embarrassed. Although it can be hard sometimes, you are never going to get better if you let the embarrass-
ment take over. Sports are games of mistakes, so you’re bound to mess up, but instead of feeling embarrassed
about it, you have to take that experience and learn from it instead. What makes you a good teammate for
the sport/activity you’re involved in? | am responsible, kind and hardworking. | try to help others out when
able and | put the team before myself. Even when things get down | try to rise above and get the job done.

Serving Commercial &
OTR Customers Since 1979




