


CHAPTER VII, 1855. More 
settlers in March – Robbins 
brothers come with Chris Scott 
– “Bill” Robbins lost on the 
prairie, out two days and nights 
without food – A shooting affray 

 
The latter part of March, after 

enduring all sorts of hardships, 
Chris Scott returned from his trip 
to La Crosse for provisions. With 
him came two brothers, George 
Robbins and Wm. Robbins, young 
and single men from Canada. 
They made claims on the east side 
of the river, opposite what was af-
terwards the village of Wilton, and 
where once was located a paper 
town called Waterlynn. Wm. Rob-
bins, about this time, had a little 
experience in being lost on the 
prairie. He was employed to drive 
a team and take S.P. Child to 
Mankato for surgical treatment. 
That was in April. When they ar-

rived at the Mansfield and 
Callens’ cabin, they learned that 
the water was so high in the Le 
Sueur river that they could not 
cross it to go on to Mankato. So it 
was arranged that Child and the 
team should remain with Mans-
field and Callens until the waters 
should subside, and then go to 
Mankato, and Robbins should at 
once return to the Sutlief settle-
ment on foot and report the con-
dition of affairs. He left there early 
in the morning, having with him a 
rifle and a small supply of am-
munition. It seems that he went 
carelessly along, shooting at birds, 
until well along in the afternoon, 
when it occurred to him that he 
ought to be near home. He looked 
in every direction, but could see 
no object that looked like anything 
he had ever seen before. But he 
was on a wagon trail and thought 
that that would lead him home. He 

had thoughtlessly expended all his 
ammunition, and night found him 
upon the open prairie without 
food, fuel, or even a blanket. He 
dared not move about much after 
dark for fear he would lose the 
wagon track. The next morning he 
was totally at a loss as to which di-
rection, and again he spent the 
night upon the prairie, without 
food or fire. Fortunately on the 
third day he met some government 
land surveyors on their way to 
Mankato who, like good Samari-
tans, took pity on him, fed and 
warmed him, and carried him back 

to the Mansfield and Callens’ 
place. It seems that when he left 
that place he took an old wagon 
trail leading south, instead of tak-
ing the Sutlief track leading east. 
Three days afterwards, he returned 
to our settlement somewhat wiser 
than when he left. 

As soon as the waters subsided 
so that the Le Sueur could be 
forded, S.P. Child proceeded to 
Mankato, where his feet received 
the long-needed treatment. He 
then returned to the settlement 
about two weeks after Robbins’ re-
turn. 

C h i l d ’ s  H i s t o r y  o f  Wa s e c a  C o u n t y

I had the pleasure of attending the 
Minnesota State High School League 
State Tournament last week in Min-
neapolis. It was a pleasure, as al-
ways. Special thank you to Matthew 
Petsinger for allowing me the cour-
tesy to share his suite with him dur-
ing the long in-between periods of 
the matches. 

This year I only attended the first 
day in-person. I photographed all of 
the 10 wrestlers from Waseca County 
that day. I intended to come back 
Saturday, but the weather and the 
long driving, and the fact that I had 
another photographer to take photos 
for me, meant I could watch the 
matches from my couch at home. 

The first day was very exciting as 

a fan of NRHEG and Waseca wres-
tling. Every wrestler won.  

I was disappointed that Brady 
Murphy of WEM-JWP was injured. 
Watching him wrestle at the past two 
state tournaments was really fun and 
I was looking forward to seeing if he 
could make a push for a state title 
this year.  

For NRHEG, I look forward to 

seeing if Ryan Schlaak can make that 
same jump next year after finishing 
4th this year. And just as excited to 
see Grahm Jacobson's and Owen 
Schlaaks’ growth.  

For Waseca, I was blown away 
this year. I expected improvement 
from last year, but I was incredibly 
proud and happily surprised to see 
Matthew Veroeven capture the state 

title at the heavyweight class in AA. 
His turnaround in the semifinals, 
down 7-1 in the final period, to win 
15-12 in overtime was described to 
me via a phone call from the Steele 
County Times Sports Editor Johnnie 
Phillips. “It was the best wrestling 
match I have ever seen,” Phillips told 
me. “I live for matches like this.”  

It was incredible. 
Congratulations, young man. I was 

yelling and cheering for you during 
that final match Saturday. 

And congratulations to every 
wrestler who competed in this year’s 
state tournament. As Blain Nelson 
informs me, it’s incredibly hard to 
even make the state tournament. 
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FenceLines
by Mark Bernard

The scurs and Weather Eye gave 
us glimpses of spring, then dashed 
our hopes with more snow. Now 
that meteorological spring has ar-
rived, does Old Man Winter throw 
in the towel or does he let it freeze 
solid first? Starting Thursday, 
mostly sunny with a fair chance of 
evening rain. Highs in the low 50’s 
with lows in the mid-30’s. Mostly 
cloudy Friday with a good chance 
of rain. Highs in the upper 50’s with 
lows in the mid-30’s. Mostly sunny 
on Saturday with highs in the upper 
40’s with lows in the mid-30’s. 
Sunday, sunny with highs in the 
upper 50’s and lows in the upper 
30’s. Mostly sunny on Monday 
with a slight chance of rain. Highs 
in the upper 50’s with lows in the 
mid-40’s. Tuesday, mostly cloudy 
with a good chance of rain. Highs 
in the upper 40’s with lows in the 
upper teens. Mostly cloudy on 
Wednesday with highs in the mid-
30’s and lows in the low 20’s. On 
the 5th, our daylight increases at 
three minutes per day. On the 7th, 
we’ll see 11 hours and 30 minutes 
of daylight, about the same as we 
saw on October 5th. Daylight Sav-
ing Time arrives on March 8th. The 
normal high for the 8th is 35 and 
the normal low is 19. The scurs ask 
that you please bear with them. 
They have 16 clocks to change. 

Yes indeed, it’s our least favorite 
weekend of the year at the ranch. 
Daylight Saving (Losing) Time is 
back in full force on March 8th. Not 
only do we lose an hour of sleep, 
we’re forced to get up and bumble 
around in the dark doing morning 
chores. It will take until April 10th 
for the sunrise to get back to 6:40 
a.m., approximately where it was 
on March 7th. Fortunately, the day-
light is increasing at a 3 minute per 
day clip. Still, the overall toll this 
time changing foolishness places 
on society is something we’re well 
aware of yet have failed to change. 
Those who fail to learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it. 

As we moved out of February, 
some are nervous about the direc-
tion our precip has been taking. It 
was well below what would be con-
sidered normal in New Richland 
and at the ranch. .27” of liquid 
equivalent precip in town with 3” 
of snow. At the ranch only .28” of 
liquid equivalent precipitation and 
2.5” of snow. Normal for February, 
based on the last 30 year average, 
would be 1.2” of liquid equivalent 
precip and 10.8” of snow. The frost 
depth measured 13” at the SROC 
on February 23rd and was same on 
March 2nd. The promise of warmer 
temperatures and some rain should 
make short work of that. 

The recent snow was representa-
tive of much of the snow we’ve re-
ceived this winter. Typically when 
we get into late February and early 
March, our snow becomes wetter. 
The snow that fell on Saturday was 
anything but. It averaged about 5” 
around the area and when melted 
out, it only yielded about.04” of liq-
uid equivalent precip per inch of 
snow. To put that in perspective, the 

snow we receive in January usually 
melts out to around .07”. By the 
next morning this recent snow had 
settled tremendously. By Sunday 
afternoon, the snow that looked like 
snowblower material had shrunk by 
about half. By Monday due to 
warmer temps and sublimation, 5” 
of snow had largely disappeared. 
This last snow didn’t hit their tails, 
but the robins were back at the 
ranch on March 3rd. It’s coming. 

I decided a week ago last Sat-
urday, given the forecast, that it 
would be wise to cover the daffo-
dils and crocuses that had bravely 
emerged back on February 11th. 
Even though the low on the 14th 
was 8 above, the ground was only 
semi-frozen, so I wondered if it was 
really necessary. Several flower 
pots and a hanging sheep feeder 
later, the plants were safely cov-
ered. It was likely a good decision. 
The overnight low that Saturday 
night was 6 and the low Monday 
morning was 0. The plants can re-
main covered until this week’s war-
mup is in place. Even then, it’s not 
a bad idea to keep the covers handy 
just in case. It wouldn’t be the 1st 
time they’ve needed to be recov-
ered. Might not be the last. 

We got through shearing part 1 at 
the ranch on Saturday during the 
snowstorm. Luckily we’d heeded 
the forecast and had all the sheep 
locked inside to keep them dry. Wet 
sheep make everyone crabby, in-
cluding the sheep. The shearer got 
through the brood ewes yet to lamb 
and they were a handful. They also 
sheared hard thanks to a sticky 
layer in the wool next to the skin on 
many of them. The blades won’t 
glide easily and have to be more 
forcibly pushed through the wool. 
This while you’re trying to hang 
onto an uncooperative 4-legged 
participant. We’ve got an encore 
performance scheduled for next 
weekend, God willing and the river 
don’t rise.   

This most recent snow was one a 
Corgi could definitely agree with. 
Belly deep, fluffy and evenly dis-
tributed, it was perfect to wander 
aimlessly without getting hung up. 
Poppy looked like a little train with 
that long body. Snow makes her 
coat softer. Even as dry as it was, 
this snowfall was no exception. 
Once the snow melts, however, it 
always reveals several “things” of 
interest for her to dawdle with, sniff 
at or roll in. Monday night I was 
working on this column while eat-
ing a few potato chips. Drawn to 
anyone who has food, Poppy sat 
down beside me. Within seconds 
my olfactory senses caught a whiff 
of what smelled like eau de cat 
poop. Sure enough Poppy must’ve 
rolled in something while we’d 
been filling the birdfeeders. I im-
mediately took her out to the ga-
rage. With a brush and warm water, 
I cleaned the offending area, dried 
it with a towel, then took a whiff. It 
still smells! 

See you next week…real good 
then. 

Time may change me, 
but you can’t trace time

applied and was selected to be post-
master in Hollandale. In 2005 he 
moved to the role in Mapleton. In 
2006, when the postmaster position 
opened up in New Richland, he came 
back to where he started. 

Across his 40 years with the postal 
service, Randy says he learned a 
wide variety of lessons, many of 
which might be surprising to people 
outside the industry. 

For one, “It is not easy to deliver 
mail in the dark.” 

He explains that, although his job 
description did not include being a 
delivery route driver, he was the 
postmaster. “And the postmaster is 
responsible for everything. So if 
someone else can’t get it done, then 
you might end up doing it in their 
place.” 

He recalls a wide variety of “emer-
gencies” which were also the post-

master’s problem. Back when send-
ing money could not be accom-
plished using electronic means, he 
recalls people would often ask him 
repeatedly when he thought a piece 
of mail would arrive, and would 
sometimes vent their frustration on 
him when they perceived a check 
was arriving “late.” 

He mentions one time when an 
upset patron declared that he and his 
entire staff deserved to be fired. 

“You want to do your job well,” he 
says of the many ‘emergencies’ that 
occurred over time. “So I would do 
what I could.” He remembers the box 
of newly hatched chicks a local res-
ident purchased in the spring that, 
due to an oversight in a sorting office 
in the Twin Cities, was delivered to 
New Richmond, Wisconsin–two 
years in a row. 

Both years, Randy drove up to the 
Twin Cities to retrieve them. 

“Unexpected things sometimes 
happen when it comes to the mail,” 
he recalls. “The vast majority of the 
letters and the boxes are delivered 
without a hitch. But sometimes 
things get caught in a loop or go mis-

sing altogether.” 
Over time, he says doing his job 

well included tasks most people 
would assume never happen, includ-
ing delivering mail on Sunday or 
holidays. 

Something else that might surprise 
a typical post office user is that, for 
the postmaster, being certain the mail 
is delivered is only one part of a 
much more complex set of tasks.  

Bookkeeping, ordering stamps, 
ensuring items are scanned correctly, 
adapting operations when a member 
of the team is absent, all demand the 
postmaster’s attention. Since the po-
sition is paid on a salaried basis, 
extra time is not financially compen-
sated for. Though his expected work 
hours were all during the week, 
Randy remembers being in the post 
office many, many Saturdays–and 
occasionally spent 14 hours there, re-
gardless of what day of the week it 
was. 

Despite the challenges, though, 
Randy says his recollections of his 
years as New Richland’s postmaster 
are almost entirely positive. He says 
he recognized the important role the 

post office fills: He was glad to be 
part of the services it provides and 
happy that he found ways to be help-
ful and supportive. 

Now that he’s retired, he seems to 
be weighing his options. 

“First, I’m catching up on some of 
that work I didn’t get done around 
the farm,” he says. 

After that, he’s considering some 
hobbies he’s always found appealing 
but never had time for, including 
woodworking, metalworking, and a 
few he chooses not to name until he’s 
had a chance to try them out. “We’ll 
see if I have the resources and the tal-
ent to do them,” he explains. 

One hobby he plans to continue 
and perhaps expand on is his love of 
singing. A member of the all-male 
“Just Friends” Christian singers for 
decades, he says being part of the 
group enriches his life while also 
bringing pleasure to others. 

He also thinks he’d like to travel a 
bit, although almost entirely in Min-
nesota and Wisconsin. “There’s a lot 
to see not so far from home,” he 
comments. 
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Living for wrestling matches like these

Every snowfall spawns its own 
stories, and what they’re like de-
pends entirely on who you happen 
to talk to. 

I had an obligation in Morton 
on Saturday morning. If “Morton” 
doesn’t mean much to you, I was 
headed to a teacher gathering 
being held in the conference 
rooms at the hotel associated with 
Jackpot Junction Casino. Almost 
two hours away. 

I had signed up to be a presenter 
at the event months ago–probably 
November or so–before I realized 
it was the same weekend as the 
Sleigh and Cutter parade. I re-
gretted I would be missing the ex-
citement back home, but a 
commitment is a commitment–
even when the weather forecast 
begins to prophesy doom–well, 
okay–up to 6 inches of snow. 

I left home by 5 a.m., arriving 
about 7. It was dark, but I had my 
good friend Google Maps, and we 
made it there without concern. As 
I walked inside the conference 
center, I hoped aloud that the fore-
casters were mistaken about what 
was coming. 

My training session was located 
in a room without windows, 
which allowed everything to con-

tinue as usual. It was only after a 
break when we all got a look out-
side that we realized doom had ar-
rived. Though it hadn’t even been 
snowing when I came inside about 
2 hours before, now the parking 
lot looked like a level mogul 
course: Rather than vehicles, the 
space seemed filled with mounds 
of snow. 

So now that we all had seen the 
snow, the side comments changed 
from “when will the snow start” to 
“when will it stop.” The 20 or so 
of us in our session set our hopes 
on predictions it would stop by 
about 1 p.m.--roughly the same 
time we were scheduled to be 
done for the day. 

That hope was realized. After 
our session, I packed together my 
presentation materials and looked 
outside. There were no daisies or 
butterflies, but at least I could see 
beyond the boundaries of the 

parking lot. 
I made my way outside, shuf-

fled through the snow between the 
rows of vehicles, and succeeded 
in identifying my car. As the four 
inches (It seemed like eight.) of 
snow waere brushed off my win-
dows, it fell on top of the snow on 
the ground. For some reason, the 
snow clung to the hem of my 
slacks, putting a decorative little 
ring around my ankles. 

After I had brushed all the win-
dows clear, I climbed gratefully 
into the driver seat. 

The first part of the drive, I have 
to say, was enough to inspire high 
blood pressure. The first few two-
lane local roads had not been 
plowed. The only indicators of the 
driving lanes were ruts in the 
snow left by other drivers. I was 
uncertain where the side of the 
road ended and the ditch began, 
and when I met drivers coming 

from the opposite direction, snow 
would be thrown up–white air-
borne snow above an all-white 
roadway. 

Fortunately, only a few people 
were foolish or desperate enough 
to be out, so although nerve-
wracking, it was bearable. Also 
fortunately, things improved 
vastly as I continued eastward. 
Not that there was any less snow, 
but the plows had been on the 
road and I was no longer uncertain 
whether I was driving in my own 
lane. 

When I got to New Ulm, I got 
onto Highway 14 and began to 
feel mostly comfortable, though 
salty road spray on my windshield 
was definitely an irritation. I real-
ized just how much road spray I 
had experienced when I arrived 
home and pushed at my door. It 
took a bit of pushing to open it, 
because my car was now an icy 
zebra. All along its sides were 
strips of grey road ice. My wheel 
wells were also so full of snow, I 
could hear a rubbing sound when 
I turned the front wheels. 

It felt good to get inside the 
house, good to sit on the couch, 
good to close my eyes and appre-
ciate the meaning of “home.” 

Appreciate the meaning of home

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion











By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG High School girls'
basketball team is headed for anoth-
er section final.

The Panthers advanced Saturday
with a 79-41 semifinal decision over
Lewiston-Altura at the Rochester
Mayo Civic Center.

The Panthers, 26-3 overall and
seeded No. 1 in the tournament,
were again led by the
VanMaldeghem twins, who com-
bined to score 57 of NRHEG's
points, 40 by Camryn and 17 from
Quinn.

The Panthers led at halftime 34-
19 despite not playing their best bas-
ketball early.

Also scoring were Gabrielle
Schlaak nine, Ezra Boerner six,
Clara Buendorf two, Emelia
Stadheim and Alayna Groskreutz
two each, and Chole Stork one.

"The girls took control of the
Lewiston-Altura game and never
looked back," said NRHEG head
coach Onika Peterson.

The Panthers had a sluggish start
in terms of shooting, missing too
many close-in shots.

"But we went into halftime up by
15 and went on a run in the second
half," said Peterson. "It was great to
see how many kids hit the boards for
rebounding, which is something we
pride ourselves on. Having five kids
with six or more boards is huge,
with Quinn VanMaldeghem leading
us with 18 rebounds, followed up by
Ezra with 9, Chloe with 8, Gabby
and Clara both with 6, and Camryn

with 4. Camryn VanMaldeghem fin-
ished the night with 40 pts and we
had kids step up and hit great shots
throughout the night."

NRHEG individual totals:
C.VanMaldeghem 40P, 4R, 7 seals;
Q.VanMaldeghem 17P, 18R, 9S;
Schlaak 9P, 6R, 4S; Boerner 6P, 9R,
4S; Buendorf 2P, 6R, 1S; Stadheim
2P, 2R; Savannah Farr 2R;
Groskreutz 2P; Stork 1P, 8R;
Groskreutz 2P.

Alyssa Hanson scored 12 to lead
Lewiston-Altura.

The Panthers started their Section
1A tournament run with a 76-39 vic-
tory over eighth-seeded Houston
Monday, Feb. 23 at Rochester. The
NRHEG girls were on top 29-18 at
halftime.

Camryn VanMaldeghem and
Schlaak led the Panthers in scoring
with 18 points, with Quinn
VanMaldeghem and Buendorf right
behind with 16 each.

NRHEG totals: Schlaak 18 points,
8 rebounds, 6 steals, 2 assists;
Boerner 4P, 6R, 2S, 1A;
Q.VanMaldgehem 16P, 8R, 4S, 6A;
Buendorf 16P, 3S, 1A;
C.VanMaldgehem 18P, 14R; 4S, 2A;
1 blocked shot; Farr 5R; Stork 2P,

4R, 2A, 1B; Stadheim 1A; Aubrey
Hendrickson 2P, 2R.

Houston finished its season 11-17.
"Was it our prettiest game? No,

but that doesn't matter," said Coach
Peterson. This is do-or-die time -
survive and advance. The girls came
out strong in the second half, creat-
ed separation, and earned running
time, which allowed us to get more

kids minutes off the bench."
The win earned the Panthers a

spot in the semifinals against a
strong Lewiston-Altura team, seed-
ed No. 4 with a record of 19-9 going
in.

The Panthers will face No. 2 seed
Hayfield/Schaeffer Academy in the
finals. HFS defeated third-seeded
Southland 61-51 in the other semifi-

nal. It will be the third meeting of
the season for NRHEG and HFS
(22-7). The Panthers won the first
meetings 78-34 at New Richland
and 56-53 at Hayfield.

Said Peterson, "We're excited for
the challenge and grateful for anoth-
er opportunity to compete."

The section title game is
Thursday, March 5 at 5:30 p.m. at

the Rochester Mayo Civic Center.
The winner there advances to

state. The state tournament runs
March 11-14 at the University of
Minnesota's Williams Arena and
Maturi Pavilion and Gangelhoff
Center on the campus of Concordia
University.

The Schlaak boys, Ryan and Owen, and Grahm
Jacobson ventured to last week's state wrestling tourna-
ment at St. Paul with hopes of bringing a medal or two.

They did not disappoint.
Ryan Schlaak claimed the Class A fourth-place medal

at 189 pounds and Jacobson came within one win of a
medal at 114 in the three-day event that concluded
Saturday at Grand Casino Arena.

Ryan Schlaak, an NRHEG junior bringing a 33-2
record to state, outpointed Zachary Plank, a senior from
Lewiston-Altura/Rushford Peterson, with a 21-13 major
decision Thursday in the opening round at Class A 189.
In the quarterfinals, Schlaak fell 5-0 to Minneota sopho-
more Randy Sorenson. The loss put him in the wrestle-
backs against WEM/JWP's Trenton Huber, which saw
Schlaak win a 19-3 technical fall. In his next wrestle-
back, Schlaak defeated Benson sophomore Adrian
Young by fall in 3:40. It assured Schlaak of at least a
fifth-place finish at state, and he reached the third-place
bout with a 7-5 wrestleback decision of  senior
Ezekiel Sieckert of West Central Area-Ashby-Brando. It

earned Schlaak a rematch with Sorenson, in which
Sorenson won by an 8-4 decision. Ryan ended the sea-
son with a 37-4 record.

Grahm Jacobson, an eighth-grader won his first
match by fall in 3:10 at Class A 114 over Henry Meyer,
a sophomore from United South Central. Jacobson then
lost a 17-1 technical fall to sophomore Liam Sommer of
Kenyon-Wanamingo, dropping him to the wrestlebacks.
There, Jacobson edged Rylan Moritz from Aitkin 4-3,
pitting him against Nolan Ouranda of Redwood Valley,
who ended Jacobson's season with a 5-2 decision.
Jacobson finished the year with a record of 30-15.

Owen Schlaak, a freshman from NRHEG wrestling at
Class A 107, won by 19-4 technical fall over junior
Brody Hopp of Luverne. ending the bout at the 3:24
mark. In the next round, he was upended 10-1 by 8th-
grader Kiptyn Meiners of Caledonia-Houston, putting
him in the wrestlebacks against Benjamin Schmid of
Mille Lacs Lake, where Owen dropped a 12-4 major
decision. Owen finished the season 36-9.

The NRHEG High School boys' basketball team,
seeded 12th in the Section 2A tournament, eliminated
21st-seeded Buffalo Lake-Hector-Stewart 83-41 last
Friday in an opening-round game at New Richland.

It was a big night for the Panthers, who hosted a play-
off game for the first time in eight years, and they came
in less than full strength with A.J. Deen limited all week
by a toe injury.

Not to worry.
The Panthers took a 36-26 halftime lead and pulled

away in the second half, ending the Mustangs' season at
1-25. NRHEG improved to 10-16.

"All week long we emphasized how big this was to
get a home game, and to be able to play well and
advance," said Panthers coach Dan Schmidt.

Both teams started slowly before the Panthers settled
in with a double-digit lead.

"BLHS did a good job chipping away, getting it to a
two-point deficit, before we extended the lead back to
36-26 going in at the half," said Schmidt. "We came out
in the second half extremely strong on defense, despite
some silly fouls early that saw BLHS get in the bonus in
the first 5-6 minutes. But we settled down and took con-
trol, only giving up 15 points in the second half. While
the defense was digging in, our offense was clicking on
all cylinders as we scored 47 points in the second half."

The Panthers had great balance offensively, with four
guys in double figures. Brooks Gilliland led NRHEG
with a double-double, knocking in 19 points to go along
with 10 rebounds. Brock Holland had a great second
half after starting slow, and had 13 points and 6
rebounds. Sean Lassahn added 11 points and 4 assists.
Calvin Nissen had 10 points and 5 assists, and did a
great job finding cutters going to the basket.   Dom
Olson had 8 points.   Brendan Schmidt added 7 points
along with 7 rebounds.  Fynn Baumann played a dyna-
mite second half on the defensive end against BLHS's
top player, and tallied 7 points to go along with a cou-
ple steals. Levi Whiteside added 6 points, and Jackson
McGannon rounded out the scoring with 2. 

NRHEG individual totals: A.J Deen 1R; Olson 8P,
1R, 1A; Nissen 10P, 3R, 5A, 2S; Gilliland 19P, 10R, 4A,
3S; Baumann 7P, 1R, 1A, 2S; B.Schmidt 7P, 7R, 2A,
1S; David Deen 1A; Holland 13P, 6R; McGannon 2P,
2R 1B; Lassahn 11P, 4R, 4A, 2S; Whiteside 6P, 1S.

The win advanced the Panthers to Tuesday's round at
fifth-seeded Nicollet.

"It'll be a tough matchup, but if we play with positive
energy and played poised and without fear, anything can
happen," said Coach Schmidt.

The winner Tuesday plays tonight at Sibley East
against fourth-seeded Mayer Lutheran or No. 13 BOLD.

HUSTLE — NRHEG’s Brendan Schmidt, right, hits to floor to battle for a loose ball against
Buffalo Lake-Hector-Stewart’s Wyatt Milbrandt last Friday in New Richland. The 12th-seeded
Panthers prevailed, 83-41.                                                        Photo by Jim Lutgens

WIN AND ADVANCE — NRHEG’s Quinn VanMaldeghem, left, and Camryn VanMaldeghem scored 17 and 40 points, respectively,
as the Panther girls’ basketball team defeated Lewiston-Altura in the section semifinals Saturday. The win advanced the Panthers
to tonight’s section championship game at 5:30 at Rochester.                                                                       Photos by Jim Lutgens
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NRHEG boys win, advance
in Section 2A tourament

NRHEG girls
reach section
championship

Panthers’ Ryan Schlaak
finishes 4th in state tourney
Jacobson winds up one win away from podium

THIRD-PLACE BATTLE— NRHEG junior Ryan Schlaak, right, squares off with Randy Sorenson
of Minneota in the Class A189-pound third-place match Saturday at Grand Casino Area in St.
Paul. Schlaak finished in fourth place.                               Photo by Johnnie Pillips/Steele Counry Times

“Having five kids
with six or more
boards is huge.”

— NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson
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1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939

NEW RICHLAND
13984 215th Avenue,
New Richland, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789
Fax: (507) 465-3258

FAIRMONT
620 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 238-1355

ALL TYPES OF METAL

POOLEY’S
& RECYCLING& RECYCLING

WE BUY

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$$$
PAID

pooleysscrapiron.com

507-456-5128507-456-5128
www.hollandauction.comwww.hollandauction.com

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, MN
507-256 - 4712

Serving Southern 
Minnesota for over 

45 years!

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Waseca, MN 

 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 mrpagencyllc.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 

Open  
Monday-Friday

Residential • Lakeshore • Multi-FamilyResidential • Lakeshore • Multi-Family
Rural Properties • Farmland Rural Properties • Farmland 

Buying or Selling
CALL US TODAY!

507-456-0816
kimberg.edinarealty.com

Kim & Marcia Berg
REALTORS®

        

WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH
HAVE YOU USED 

hair relaxer and diagnosed with uter-

ine cancer? You may be entitled 

to compensation Contact Attor-

ney Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 

caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 

$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 

make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off  for a 

limited time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK 
ON YOUR TAXES! 

Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone

who struggles on the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

L E G A L  N O T I C E
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE 
DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME 
PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following 
described mortgage: 
 
DATE OF MORTGAGE: October 
14, 2022 
 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$205,623.00 
 
MORTGAGOR(S): Colton C. 
Eustice, a married man 
 
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for American 
Portfolio Mortgage Corporation 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on February 8, 2023 as 
Document Number A332886 in 
the Office of the County Recorder 
of Waseca County, Minnesota. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Amerihome Mortgage Company, 
LLC by assignment recorded on 
April 25, 2024 as Document 
Number A336738 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Waseca 
County, Minnesota. 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: The North One Half 
of Lots (11) and Twelve (12), 
Block Nine (9), First Addition to 
the Village, now City of Waseca, 
Minnesota, according to the map 
or plat thereof on file and of 
record in the office of the Register 
of Deeds in and for Waseca 
County, Minnesota. 
 

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 201 6TH ST SE, 
WASECA, MN 56093 
 
COUNTY IN WHICH 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Waseca County, Minnesota. 
 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO 
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE 
ON THE DATE OF THE 
NOTICE: $233,270.73 
 
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. 
 
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: American 
Portfolio Mortgage Corporation 
 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Amerihome Mortgage Company, 
LLC 
 
TAX PARCEL 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: 
17.276.1140 
 
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 1003336-
0000078258-4 
 
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover 
the debt then remaining secured 
by such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if the action or 
proceeding has been instituted, 
that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered 
therein has been returned 
unsatisfied, in whole or in part. 
 
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows: 
 
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
April 23, 2026 at 10:00 AM. 
 
PLACE OF SALE: Waseca 
County Sheriff’s Office, 122 3rd 

Ave. NW, Waseca, MN 56093. 
 
to pay the debt then secured by 
said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.  
The time allowed by law for 
redemption by said mortgagor(s), 
their personal representatives or 
assigns is six (6) months from the 
date of sale.   
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said 
mortgage is reinstated or the 
property redeemed, or unless the 
time for redemption is reduced by 
judicial order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 

October 23, 2026. 
 
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A 
JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN 

AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED. 
 
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None 
 
Dated: February 12, 2026 
 

AMERIHOME MORTGAGE 
COMPANY, LLC 

Mortgagee 
TROTT LAW, P.C. 
 
By:                /s/  

*N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.* 
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq. 
Alexa Marsh, Esq. 
Attorneys for Mortgagee 
25 Dale Street North 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 209-9760 
(25-1337-FC01) 
 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. 
Published in the NRHEG Star 
Eagle on Feb. 19, 26, March 5, 
12, 19, 26

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Royal Villa Apartments has a one-bed-
room apartment for rent.  We are an in-

come-based, clean, healthy, quiet 
place, with activities available for 

those looking for a place to call home.  
Secured building access and security 

system.  Utilities included in rent.   
Satellite TV and Wifi available.   

Call 507-463-8515 or email 
hranr@hickorytech.net to request an 

application.

FOR RENT




