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Rather, speaking 
the truth in love, we 
are to grow up in 
every way into him 
who is the head, 
into Christ. 

Ephesians 4:15

A word from 
The Word

          WALDORF
CITY COUNCIL

NR Legion Auxiliary 
to meet at 5:30 p.m. at 
NR Library Oct. 24 

"The New Richland Legion 
Auxiliary will hold their October 
meeting on Thursday, October 
24. This meeting will begin at 
5:30 p.m at the New Richland 
Public Library." 

———————————— 
Halloween Decorating 
Contest Oct. 28 at New 
Richland City Hall 

Enter the Halloween front 
yard decorating contest! We 
need phone number, name and 
address. Leave your name and 
address up at City Hall. Judging 
will begin the week of Hallo-
ween, Oct 28 and end on Hallo-
ween. Winners will be 
announced that night and winner 
will receive $50 New Richland 
Bucks!! 

———————————— 
Star Eagle to publish 
photos of veterans 

In observance of Veterans Day 
November 11, the NRHEG Star 
Eagle will publish a section ded-
icated to our defenders of free-
dom. Area veterans or family 
members are encouraged to 
bring in photos of veterans in 
uniform from all branches of 
service for inclusion and the rec-
ognition they so justly deserve. 
If you have already submitted a 
photo, you simply need to call or 
e-mail the Star Eagle to have the 
photo included. 

The deadline for photo sub-
mission is noon, Thursday, Oc-
tober 31. For questions or more 
information, please call the Star 
Eagle office at (507) 463-8112 or 
e-mail steagle@hickorytech.net. 

———————————— 
The New Richland 
Public Library will 
host tiny robots to play 
with Monday, Oct. 28 

There will be robots at the New 
Richland Public Library for chil-
dren to play with at 4 p.m. Mon-
day, October 28. These robots 
respond to color commands. This 
event is free and for ages 7-12. 

———————————— 
Waldorf Public  
Library will host  
autumn nature  
projects Tues., Oct. 29 

The Waldorf Public Library 
will hold autumn nature print 
projects at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Oc-
tober 29. This event is free and 
for ages 4-7.  

———————————— 
First Lutheran of  
Waldorf Veteran  
Appreciation Brunch, 
Saturday, Nov. 2 

The First Lutheran Church of 
Waldorf will host a Veterans Ap-
preciation Brunch starting at 9 
a.m. on Saturday, November 2. 
This is sponsored by First Lu-
theran Church ‘Women in Mis-
sion.’ For further information 
call Susan Kipp 507-420-8973. 

———————————— 
Melissa Schultz  
performing at New 
Richland Liquor  
Friday, Nov. 22 

Musician Melissa Schultz will 
be performing from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at the New Richland Liquor 
Company Friday, Nov. 22. Me-
lissa Schulz is a local Waseca 
musician. She plays keyboard 
with drum tracks and performs 
pop, rock, and country covers 
from the 50s to today’s hits. 

———————————— 

Cannabis 
added to 
tobacco 
ordinance

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The monthly Waldorf city 
council meeting was resched-
uled from Monday, Oct. 14 to 
Tuesday, Oct. 15 because of In-
digenous Peoples Day. Mayor 
Rob Wilkening, who attended 
the meeting remotely from the 
Philippines, said this was the 
first time ever the mayor of 
Waldorf was conducting the 
city council meeting from out of 
the country. 

Council members voted to 
pass “Ordinance 87,” which 
will simplify the steps for mak-
ing changes to city fees and fee 
schedules. Waldorf will include 
cannabis in its tobacco ordi-
nance. This will make it unlaw-
ful to smoke tobacco products 
or use cannabis in any form 
near schools. It will also make 
cannabis use illegal in certain 
public places, including within 
25 feet of Veterans Park. 

Out of $102,941.81 in Rural 
Development grant money, 
$4,320 was used for Holtmeier 
snorkels, $19,486.84 for GM 
Contracting to install a grinder, 
$47,264 for Northwestern 
Power Equipment Co. 
(grinder), $11,890 for North-
western Power Equipment Co. 
(agitator) and $2,300 for Con-
crete for St. John’s Catholic 
church, leaving $17,680 re-
maining. 

For Parks and Recreation, it 
was approved to open a bank 
account for the parks and rec-
reation department and transfer 
the allotted $11,285 earmarked 
for the park. A city resident had 
sent photos indicating a deteri-
orating wooden fence on the 
playground in need of repair. 

Acting as the planning com-
mission, the Waldorf city coun-
cil divided the single lot 
encompassing St. John's Catho-
lic Church and its parsonage 
into two separate properties. 
This action makes it possible 
for the church to sell the lot 
with the home sometime in the 
future. 

Along the same vein, Jennifer 
Miller, who owns a duplex lo-
cated at 400 Fourth Avenue 
North, requested that the two 
dwellings be zoned as two prop-
erties, with the addresses of 400 
and 402 Fourth Avenue North. 
Her request was not granted; 
Mayor Wilkening suggested 
that creating separate properties 
from the two buildings might 
require that a firewall be added 
between the two dwellings, and 
that a survey be conducted to 
determine property lines.   

Ranae Groskreutz has already 
rented the community center for 
three days, November 13 to 15, 
and has already paid full price. 
She wondered if, since she is a 
tax-free entity, she can receive 
a discount. It was decided that 
for the last day she would pay 
half price. 

The price of Crystal Valley 
propane has remained steady at 
$1.54/gallon, same as last year. 
Last year Waldorf prepaid for 
3,000 gallons, of which 481 re-
main. Unless the price changes, 
council members plan to ad-
dress this issue next meeting. 

The council approved hiring 
Gordy’s Total Tree service of 
New Richland to remove two 
stumps from the park; Gordy’s 
submitted a bid of $533 for the 
work. FEMA will not cover this 
expense, nor will insurance; this 
will be a Waldorf City cost.

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Sheridan Stenbeck, 25, is serv-
ing a school-year internship with 
the counseling department at 
NRHEG Secondary School. The 
internship is a requirement she 
must meet to earn a counseling li-
cense in the state of Minnesota. A 
2018 graduate of Forest Lake 
High School, she earned an un-
dergraduate degree in psychology 
from the College of St. Benedict 
and a master’s degree in school 
counseling from St. John’s Uni-
versity. 

NRHEG school counselor Liz 
Stiernagle says a year-long in-
ternship makes sense for a school 
counselor because the tasks and 
expectations change as the year 
progresses. Counselors meet with 
groups ranging in size from entire 
grades–for example during 
course registration or special 
events–to single individuals. 

“The goal,” says Stiernagle, 
“will be for her to lead one-to-one 
student meetings, facilitate any 
classroom work or activities that 
need to be done. Additionally, the 
counseling position has different 
job duties throughout the year so 
it will take the full school year to 

encompass all that needs to be 
done in our district as a school 
counselor. 

“Sheridan works alongside me. 
Therefore, she will be part of the 
National Honor Society program-
ming this school year.” The NHS 
Induction ceremony is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 6. 

“Any of my assigned program-
ming, duties, or activities, she 
will be right alongside me partic-
ipating,” says Stiernagle, suggest-
ing that the internship is helpful 
in “building confidence and 
knowledge regarding what needs 
to be done and how to handle dif-
ferent situations. It allows the in-
tern hands-on experience, 
networking opportunities, and a 
whole lot of fun!” 

Stenbeck is present at the 
school every weekday morning 
but Tuesday, and puts in between 
16 and 20 hours each week, and 
meets with students in grades 6 to 
12. Because the internship is un-
paid, she says, she also works 

about 40 hours a week as a case 
manager for Meridian Behavioral 
Health; the company offers serv-
ices associated with foster care, 
addiction treatment, supporting 

the elderly, and mental health. 
She claims the 60-hour weeks 

are not a problem. “I love my job 

While most women in their 70’s 
are enjoying retirement, Susan 
Bernhart of Owatonna has been 
working hard to put the finishing 
touches on her new and fully 
equipped professional dog agility 
studio in Owatonna next to the new 
home of the Steele County Humane 
Society and the Chase Dog Park on 
State Avenue. 

“We’re all wagging our tails with 
excitement,” says Susan, owner of 
Paws 4 Fun Dog Training, LLC, 
based in Owatonna. Susan is a 
CPDT- Knowledge Assessed dog 
trainer through ccpdt.org and has 
been training dogs for more than 14 
years. “Our nearly 10,000 square 
foot facility is three times larger 
than our previous location and 
opens up a new world of possibil-
ities for a wide range of classes, 
events, and special activities. There 
is nothing like it in Southern Min-
nesota or Northern Iowa. It’s fully 
matted, heated, and we have the full 
slate of regulation agility equipment 
to lay out custom designed courses 
for any dog, any breed. 

Susan hopes her expanded loca-

tion will help stimulate more local 
and regional interest in what has 
been described as one of the fastest 
growing recreational sports in the 
country. Dog agility’s increasing 
popularity is evidenced by its grow-
ing coverage by both cable and net-
work television. 

“People watch dog agility on TV 
and they’re fascinated, but they 
don’t think they can do it them-
selves. What they don’t realize is 
that if their dog can sit, stay and 
come, they’re ready for basic agil-
ity. If you still need help with those 
basic obedience skills, we can get 
you there.” 

Susan says that, with an experi-
enced dog agility trainer, you’ll 
have more fun than you ever 
thought you could have with your 
dog. “My students come from every 
life stage you can imagine, from 
young children to retirees. Many of 
the dogs actually bark with excite-
ment when they arrive. An agility 
course is to dogs like a playground 
is to children; they love it and they 
can’t wait to come back.” 

When Susan isn’t teaching, she’s 

busy competing in agility trials with 
her poodle throughout the upper 
Midwest and proudly displays 
many of the ribbons she has won as 
a top competitor. One of her dogs, 
Ninja, competed at the AKC na-
tional level and was ranked 11th 
among all dogs in the country in 
2011. 

“Being a competitor at that high 
level gave me the experience, skills 
and confidence I needed to become 
a highly effective dog training in-

structor. But we’re not here for the 
competition. We’re here to intro-
duce people to the “fun” side of 
agility. Before you know it, you’ll 
be guiding your dog through tun-
nels, over hurdles and across weave 
poles, while strengthening the lov-
ing bond you have with your pet 
and getting some exercise along the 
way. It’s a win-win.” 

Susan says her journey as a dog 

Dog agility studio 
opens in Owatonna

Sheridan Stenbeck with her husband, Cody. She is the newest 
intern for the 2024/25 school year for the NRHEG school district.

 “I love my job at 
the school.”             
 — Sheridan Stenbeck

Paws 4 Fun Dog Training is a new agility studio for dogs lo-
cated in Owatonna.

Studio continued on 2

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff Writer 

During the regular New Richland 
City Council meeting on Oct. 14, 
council members were informed a 
full summary of the preliminary hy-
drology study recently completed by 
Twin Cities firm Houston Engineer-
ing will be provided during the Oct. 
28 city council meeting. The study, 
meant to find ways to reduce flood-
ing in the city during times of high 
precipitation, was authorized by the 
council in June of 2023; the city has 
so far paid $20,000 to have it carried 
out; at least another $30,000 in costs 
is anticipated. 

Also during the Oct. 14 meeting, 
Cory Bienfang of the Mankato-based 
engineering firm Bolton and Menk 
shared a plan for a $2.5 million proj-
ect to upgrade failing water and 
sewer lines under two-block lengths 

of Ash Avenue South and Broadway 
Avenue South between Highway 30 
and Fourth Street SW. Scheduled for 
repair are segments of sanitary 
sewer, undersized water main lines, 
old storm sewer infrastructure, defi-
cient pedestrian facilities, and failing 
roadway pavement. Some of the 
needed line replacements took place 
this past summer when the secondary 
school parking lot was resurfaced. 

The proposed project includes full 
reconstruction with the replacement 
of all underground utilities, new 
roadway pavement, and continuous 
sidewalks along one side of the 
street. The improvements are 
planned to be completed as one proj-
ect during the summer of 2025. 

Among anticipated funding 
sources are utility enterprise funds, 
general tax funds, special assess-
ments through the city’s “special as-

sessment policy for abutting proper-
ties,” and general obligation bonds.  

Council members voted to offi-
cially receive the Bolton and Menk 
report, and to set a public hearing re-
garding the project for Nov. 25 dur-
ing the regular council meeting.  

Seventy percent of the cost for the 
water lines, sanitary sewers, resur-
facing the street and replacing the 
curbs and gutters will be covered by 
appropriate public funds, as will all 
costs for upgrades to the storm sewer 
system. 

Property owners along the selected 
portions of Ash and Broadway will 
be assessed for roughly 30 percent of 
the cost for replacing the water and 
sewer lines, resurfacing the street 

and repairing curbs and gutters. 
Council members arranged to hear 

public comment regarding cannabis 
zoning laws during a hearing set for 
6:35 p.m. Nov. 12 during the regular 
council meeting at city hall. Council 
members speculated among them-
selves there may be considerable in-
terest in this particular topic. The 
public hearing on Nov. 12 will also 
regard modifying the ordinance re-
garding storm sewer drainage. 

In other business during the meet-
ing, the New Richland Police De-
partment reported it received 127 
calls during September. Total calls so 
far this year are 1,780. Total calls for 
September 2023 were 748. Council 
members approved about $2,000 to 
purchase new tires and perform 

Flooding study summary coming Oct. 28
     NEW RICHLAND
      CITY COUNCIL

Stenbeck joins 
NRHEG as intern
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training instructor began at a time 
when it was hard to find dog 
trainers in Owatonna. “I had to go 
to Mankato or Rochester or the 
Twin Cities to find instruction, and 
even then it wasn’t the quality I was 
hoping for,” she says. Susan de-
cided to take matters into her own 
hands and learned to speak “dog,” 
gaining the experience, skills and 
certifications to teach her own dogs 
and then offering her expertise to 
others. Along the way she accumu-
lated regulation dog agility equip-

ment from the top manufacturers in 
the space. After years of study, test-
ing, competition, and training more 
than 3,000 over 14 years, Susan is 
widely recognized as “the” go-to 
dog trainer in south central Minne-
sota with a training facility that at-
tracts students throughout southern 
Minnesota and northern Iowa. “Our 
dog agility courses now rival the 
biggest and the best agility facilities 
you’ll find anywhere else in Minne-
sota and northern Iowa,” says 
Susan. 

Susan points out there is often a 
common misconception among 
those who have never experienced 
dog training. “People think I train 
their dogs. I don’t. I show people 
how to train their dogs. That is a key 

distinction. If I trained everyone’s 
dogs, only I would have the dog’s 
trust and control, but the owners 
wouldn’t.” Susan says that’s one of 
the reasons she decided from the 
very beginning to offer private 
classes in order to provide one-on-
one highly consultative instruction. 
“Compared to a group environment, 
that kind of individualized one-to-
one attention greatly enhances the 
learning experience,” she adds. The 
only exceptions, she says, are with 
the younger puppies and special 
classes such as behavioral modifica-
tion and aggression reactivity. 
“Puppies need socialization. They 
learn their boundaries, and then we 
let them romp, chase and play with 
each other. They have the absolute 

time of their lives and it is an in-
credible joy to watch.” 

Classes include life skills-obe-
dience, behavior modification, agil-
ity, aggression, AKC S.T.A.R 
puppy classes and scent work. 

Paws 4 Fun Dog Training is lo-
cated at 1605 State Avenue NW, 
next to the new Steele County Hu-
mane Society headquarters cur-
rently under construction. Inquiries 
about classes can be directed to 
Susan Bernhart by email at slbern-
hart@gmail.com or phone at 507-
363-1781. More information can be 
found on the Paws 4 Fun website at 
paws4fun-owatonna.com
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It seems hard to believe with the 
onslaught of election information as-
saulting our senses at all moments 
that some people may not have made 
up their minds on the presidential 
election which is a couple weeks 
away. Still, there is always a segment 
of undecideds in any poll you see.  

For those of you out there who are 
undecided, I did some research, 
looking up views from both Trump 
and Harris on key issues. I checked 
out some nonpartisan sources for 
this; no CNN or Fox News! The As-
sociated Press is a reputable news or-
ganization. I also found the U.S. Vote 
Foundation, which has been around 
for nearly 20 years, educating people 
on the issues. 

Abortion has been a big topic of 
discussion between the candidates. 
Harris supports a woman’s right to 
make decisions about her body, 
which includes the right to an abor-
tion. Trump is opposed to abortion in 
general, though he has walked back 
from wanting abortion banned to 
putting limits. He was successful in 
naming Supreme Court members 
who gave states the right to decide. 

With hurricanes battering our 
coasts again, the idea of climate 
change continues to be a headline. 
Trump has been quoted as saying it’s 
a hoax and that the world will get 
cooler. He wants to continue drilling 
for oil as much as possible. Harris is 
trying to push for funding and legis-
lation that will reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. She has changed 
course on fracking, something she 
was opposed to four years ago but 
now says would help us rely less on 
foreign oil. 

Prices for groceries and many 

other items have been going up 
steadily. How can we improve our 
economy? Harris is proposing an ex-
panded child tax credit and subsidies 
to people buying a home for the first 
time. She is looking to restrict price 
gouging and to lower drug costs. 
Trump’s ideas include increasing tar-
iffs on imports. He feels that mass 
deportation would alleviate the hous-
ing problem. He also wants to elimi-
nate some waste in federal spending. 

Gun control seems to be ever in 
the news with mass shootings and 
schools being targeted. Trump sup-
ports people’s right to have firearms 
and would like to scale back on some 
of the restrictions put in place by Joe 
Biden. Harris has supported a bipar-
tisan gun safety bill and wants back-
ground checks at gun shows and 
online. She has said she wants people 
to have the freedom to be safe from 
gun violence. 

Health care costs are increasing, 
something that makes things difficult 
for people all over. Harris wants to 
expand the Affordable Care Act and 
lower Medicare drug costs, including 
insulin. Trump wants to repeal the 
ACA, though he hasn’t specified 
what might take its place. 

Immigration is certainly a hot but-
ton issue. Trump has said he will de-
port 15-20 million illegal 

immigrants. He also would end the 
idea of automatic citizenship for ev-
eryone born in our country. Harris 
has said she would like massive im-
migration reform but does not sup-
port the mass deportation idea, 
instead looking for pathways to cit-
izenship. It’s interesting to note that 
there was a bipartisan bill addressing 
border security that would have al-
ready taken some of this into account 
earlier this year. Harris supported 
that bill, while Trump called on his 
allies to squash it, which led to the 
bill’s failure. 

The federal minimum wage stands 
at $7.25 an hour. Harris would like to 
see that rise to $15 an hour to help 
people earn a livable wage. Trump is 
opposed to that idea, citing that it 
would eliminate jobs. He would like 
to eliminate a federal wage level and 
leave it to the states. 

Those people on Social Security 
are always worried about how their 
benefits will look from year to year. 
Trump has talked about up to $35 
billion in cuts, saying that bad man-
agement has hurt the system. Harris 
wants to stabilize the program by 
having those with more wealth pay 
into Social Security at a similar rate 
to others. 

Along those lines, there has been 
much discussion about taxes on the 

wealthy, along with corporations. 
Harris would like to increase those 
tax rates. Part of that would go to 
raise the salaries of educators. Trump 
has given tax breaks to the wealthy 
and corporations in the past and 
would continue to do so. He claims 
if those taxes go up, jobs will be de-
stroyed. 

These are only some of the issues 
out there. I didn’t even touch on the 
wars between Ukraine and Russia or 
Israel and Gaza. Neither candidate 
has talked a lot about education, a 
topic near and dear to this teacher. 
However, Harris and her party have 
long supported public educators and 
their rights, while Trump has threat-
ened to eliminate billions of dollars 
in funding to schools by removing 
the federal Department of Education, 
which would cause a lot of scram-
bling by school boards to figure out 
a budget. 

And of course, we all have items 
that mean more to us than others. It’s 
up to each voter to make an informed 
decision when casting their ballot. As 
I’ve said often in this space over the 
years, I don’t care if you and I have 
some differences in our choices; I 
want you to vote, an incredible right 
given to us in the United States. 
Please do your civic duty on No-
vember 5. 

Word of the Week: This week’s 
word is elocutionary, which means 
related to public speaking skills, 
especially being clear and expres-
sive, as in, “Neither presidential can-
didate displayed great elocutionary 
skills during a debate, which left 
voters scurrying to research their 
platforms.” Impress your friends and 
confuse your enemies! 
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FenceLines
by Mark Bernard

by Mark Domeier
Contributing Writer

Whatever          Your WaffleFlips

The scurs were convinced by 
data provided from the Weather 
Eye that summer would hang on 
and Jack Frost would make a re-
turn engagement. That he did. Is 
he on hiatus or will he become a 
regular guest soon? Starting on 
Thursday, mostly sunny with a 
good chance of showers. There, I 
said it! Highs in the upper 60’s 
with lows in the upper 30’s. 
Sunny on Friday with highs in the 
upper 50’s and lows in the low 
30’s. Sunny on Saturday with 
highs in the mid-50’s and lows in 
the mid-30’s. Sunday, mostly 
sunny with highs in the upper 50’s 
and lows in the mid-40’s. Mostly 
sunny on Monday with a fair 
chance of evening showers. Highs 
in the upper 60’s and lows in the 
low 50’s. Tuesday mostly cloudy 
with highs in the mid-60’s and 
lows in the mid-40’s. Mostly 
cloudy on Wednesday with highs 
in the low 60’s and lows in the 
low 40’s. We’ll slip below 10 
hours and 30 minutes of daylight 
on the 26th and won’t see that 
much again until Valentine’s Day. 
The normal high for October 26th 
is 53 and the normal low is 33. 
The scurs are hoping their long 
winter gatkes are back from the 
cleaners soon. 

Crop keeps disappearing from 
the fields at a breakneck pace. Dry 
corn and low yields remindful of 
the 80’s and 90’s, harvested with 
large modern equipment makes it 
go that much faster. Fall tillage 
still remains a conundrum for 
many, especially deep tillage. 
With the warm breezy conditions, 
soils have continued to dry out. 
Opening them up will only serve 
to dry them out that much faster. I 
don’t know that there’s a right an-
swer here. In places there is good 
soil moisture below the top couple 
inches. Other places, it’s dry 
down to 6”, the depth we take our 
soil samples. The ground is ex-
tremely hard in places and in 
others, surprisingly mellow, all in 
the same field. It does make one 
wonder how fall anhydrous am-
monia will go on. Where moisture 
is lacking, cracked, and the soil is 
hard, it may not attach or seal well 
either one. There is certainly no 
hurry at this point and soil tem-
peratures haven’t reached the 
magical 50 degree mark yet. I 
know one thing: Most are ready to 
say good riddance and close the 
book on this season. 

As mentioned, I still go out soil 
sampling and have almost daily 
this fall. It’s the best way to deter-
mine soil fertility levels, know the 
soil moisture levels and note what 
kind of harvest losses there are. 
There are other intangibles as 
well. Recently I soil sampled 
some fields around an older build-
ing site where the barn was still 
intact. I enjoy envisioning days 
gone by, the daily chores, includ-
ing manure hauling and where 
animals might’ve been pastured 
or in a lot. Looking at the lay of 
the land one can about guess the 
areas where snow blew clear 
along it. There are sometimes 
clues revealed when the soil tests 
come back. For instance, if the 
phosphorus and particularly the 

zinc levels are unusually high, it’s 
entirely possible that’s where ma-
nure was hauled over a long time-
span or there was a lot there at one 
time, as evidenced when I sam-
pled around our building site. 
Comparing the soil test levels 
with old plat books or aerial pho-
tos, it all makes sense. If you 
really want to diddle around and 
waste time, check out this link to 
old aerial photos, some dating 
back to the 1920’s. Guaranteed to 
blow your mind. 

https://apps.lib.umn.edu/mhapo
/ 

Jack Frost pretty much closed 
the book on the garden last week. 
The frost brought an end to a 
bountiful tomato crop, but not be-
fore we could salvage as many 
nice ones as we could eat before 
they’d spoil. The warm temps 
haven’t helped. The bad spots ap-
pear more quickly, so we’ve been 
eating BLT’s, tomatoes with cot-
tage cheese, tomatoes with coles-
law, tomatoes with potato salad, 
tomatoes with mac salad and the 
list goes on. The snacking toma-
toes in the small garden closest to 
the house weren’t completely 
taken out. There have been lots of 
yellow pear and sungold tomatoes 
to snack on at lunchtime with 
Poppy. I taste tested the first 
winter radish of the season. The 
heat and dry September caused 
them to split, but scar tissue 
formed, keeping their integrity in-
tact. The watermelon radish was 
amazingly sweet, for about the 
first 10 seconds anyway. Then the 
radish kicked in. It definitely had 
some horsepower, reminding me 
this ain’t no turnip. 

About time to head north once 
again and assist my buddy Bill 
with some of the necessary chores 
at his family’s cabin in Canada. 
As they say, that wood won’t cut 
and split itself. As they also said, 
it warms you up three times. 
When you cut it, when you split it 
and when you burn it. It’s com-
mon where logging has been oc-
curring for people to scrounge 
through the slash piles, the limbs 
and pieces that didn’t make it onto 
the logging truck. Many times 
there are nice hunks of birch and 
maple there for the taking. The 
loggers don’t mind as it’s less 
mess for them to contend with and 
helps keep the fire danger to a 
minimum. As dry as it’s been re-
cently, that’s not all bad. Sure, it’s 
work, but it's rewarding as well. 
There are few things as enjoyable 
as coming in from the cold, smell-
ing the wood burning stove and 
feeling that heat warm your 
bones. There’s a sense of satisfac-
tion knowing that you were part 
of the process. 

Poppy keeps the local animal 
population on their toes. Every 
morning she gives the kitties a 
workout at chore time then goes 
in the house to have her breakfast. 
After helping me fill the birdbath, 
it’s time for her to play a little, 
then nap a spell. Usually by the 
time she wakes up, one of the 
squirrels will be cleaning up 
under the bird feeders. Time to 
slowly open the sliding glass door 
and give them a thrill. Sunday, 
during the football game, Poppy 
was having an absolute hissy fit 
about something out the window. 
We couldn’t see it from where we 
were seated, but she was con-
vinced it needed to be brought to 
our attention. I opened the front 
door to let her out and she took off 
on a dead run, growing with her 
hackles up. A large black object 
started slowly trotting ahead of 
her as she got closer. It was a wild 
turkey apparently having decided 
the ground fall apples were to his 
liking. Poppy got closer and it 
took a clumsy, lumbering flight to 
the top of the garage. He didn’t 
stay up there long, but long 
enough so I could get a picture of 
it. Was hoping he was gone for 
good. Monday morning I saw him 
in the neighbor’s dooryard. It’s 
nice to share. 

See you next week…real good 
then. 

Disappearing at  
a breakneck pace

at the school, in fact I don’t get 
into classes enough,” she ob-
serves.  

Stiernagle says the internship is 
working out well for all con-
cerned; “She has already built 
good relationships with students,” 
she comments. “Students are 
eager to talk with her and get to 

know her.” 
Good personality traits for a 

counselor, Stiernagle sum-
marizes, are to be approachable, 
empathetic, accountable, organ-
ized, flexible, and self-motivated. 

 
After Stenbeck and her hus-

band Cody married on August 18, 
the couple moved to Albert Lea. 
Cody, an electrician, has a job 
there; for now, the other members 
of their family are black labs Joey 
and Kona, and  their cat. 

Prior to the move, Stenbeck 

had begun reaching out to area 
schools regarding a possible in-
ternship hoping for a few re-
sponses; the most prompt and 
straightforward reply came from 
NRHEG’s Stiernagle.  

“Liz responded she would love 
to have me,” Stenbeck recalls. 
Other replies were more compli-
cated, including phrases like, “If 
you want to intern here, you need 
to contact this person, then call 
this other person. 

“With NRHEG there were no 
complications, just a smooth tran-

sition in,” says Stenbeck cheer-
fully. 

When asked whether the chal-
lenges of working in a school set-
ting are discouraging, her answer 
is a definite no: “My passion is 
with school counseling and being 
with kids,” she says. 

Regarding the future she shares 
with husband Cody, Stenbeck 
says the couple would like to 
have two children someday, but 
have given themselves some time 
as their lives and careers settle 
into place. 

■ Intern 
 from Page 1

For the undecided out there

A total of 460 people left with a full tummy
What time is it?? It's time for 

another running of the words column 
- so here does it: 

A. Sign in the window of a politi-
cal party: If you don't vote, your vote 
doesn't count. Sign in another win-
dow of the same Political Party: No 
voting is a “No” vote. 

B. Sign in the Alden American Le-
gion: Our flag does not fly because 
the wind moves it. It flies with the 
last breath of each Veteran who died 
protecting it. 

C. In doing a look at all the “Pretty 
red leaves drive,” Genie and I both 
agree one of the prettiest if not the 
prettiest is in the Catholic Cemetery 
as you drive by in Albert Lea. 

D. In regards to the Twins as a 
baseball team. At one time they were 
in the playoffs for certain, but they 
collapsed and didn't make the play-
offs. A number of years ago when 
Genie and I went to Canada to teach 
vacation Bible school. The Twins 
were eight games out of first. 

When we came back three weeks 
later, the Twins were in 1st place. 

My conclusion is going from 1st to 
last or last to 1st is part of baseball. 
Pick a team and stay with through the 

good and bad times. 
And then there is the better late 

than never to give recognition. 
A. Paul Proft, fellow fisherman of 

Owatonna with a birthday Monday, 
October 14th. 

B. Some of the details from the 
soup and pie supper September 23rd 
at Central Freeborn Church Rural Al-
bert Lea. 

1. 460 people came with an empty 
tummy. 460 people left with a full 
tummy. 

2. Once again no automobile in-
surance claims. Thanks to Mr. An-
derson, Mr. Moszer and Mr. Wangen. 
(Mr. Anderson was the new kid; he 
learned real quick!!) 

3. Only workers were allowed to 
work! 

4. Ken Bertelson was a keyboard 
player!! 

C. Roger L. Peterson November 
14, 1939 - September 21, 2024. I en-
joyed many discussions with Roger 
- not always in agreement, but al-
ways interesting. 

Thanks to Genie and her many 
comments on her being an Octoge-
narian (a person in their 8th decade 
of life), and especially her most fa-
vorite color – purple. 

Per Genie: 
When my friends and I are older: 
We shall wear purple. 
We will spend our Saturdays seek-

ing out every garage sale within a 10 
- mile radius. We will critique the 
bargains and say, “Oh, remember this 
- I used to have one of these!!” We 

will grocery shop all about town, 
hunting down the sales and tasting 
deli samples at each stop. 

We will make promises to each 
other, like: never wear plastic rain 
bonnets, never wear nylon knee 
highs with a dress and always keep a 
pen and paper next to your bed, so 
you won't forget those nighttime 
thoughts. 

We will walk the malls at 6 a.m. 
and wear shirts that say “Grandmoth-
ers are sexy.” We'll have a glass of 
wine at dusk, gossip a little and gig-
gle a lot. 

We will do all those things and 
more - my friends and I when we 
grow old and start to wear purple. 

Genie wants all you readers to stop 
in for Christmas (or any other) gifts 
you're purchasing. The Boutique 
shop in  the Albert Clinic in Albert 
Lea is her suggestion!! (She might 
even be working when you stop in.)  

— — — 
Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) 

agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on 
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children, 
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if 
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it, 
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There 
is always room for God.

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

fact or fiction
…you decide

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”
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Compostings
by Al Batt

A lucky rabbits foot
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
 There’s only one thing that 

scares me during Halloween. 
 Which is? 
 Exactly. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. I 
walked down a sidewalk. A store 
owner was using a long-legged 
squeegee to clean the windows of 
his establishment. He was smoking 
a pipe with a bowl about the size 
of his head. The smoke smelled 
good, not quite like burning leaves, 
but like a pleasant fall. 

 I pontificated about the mys-
teries and beauties of fall on a tour 
boat called the Pelican Breeze. 
One passenger, a pleasant woman 
with a ready smile, lost her glove 
to the lake. I considered throwing 
it a life preserver, but didn’t. 
Christmas isn't far off, so I hope 
someone gives her a polyester 
glove for her left hand. I offered 
each of the passengers a bar of 
soap. If they fell overboard, they’d 
be washed ashore. 

 I’m not all that superstitious, 
but when I remember, for good 
luck, I say “rabbit rabbit” as the 
first words I speak in a month. I 
read in the “Farmers’ Almanac” 
that the origin of the superstition 
may have been inspired by the 
White Rabbit in Lewis Carroll’s 
“Alice in Wonderland,” who 
guided Alice through fantastical 
adventures. The first written ac-
count was in the English periodical 
Notes and Queries in 1909, 
wherein a parent noted his children 
said “rabbit rabbit” up the chimney 
on the first of a month, hoping for 
a present. FDR said “rabbits” on 
the first of each month and carried 
a lucky rabbit’s foot during the 
1932 presidential election, which 
he won in a landslide. During 
World War II, British fighter pilots 
opted for even greater luck by say-
ing “white rabbits” daily. “Sat-
urday Night Live” star Gilda 
Radner said “bunny bunny” for 
luck. An author, Simon Win-
chester, said “white rabbits” the 
first of every month for 696 
months before missing one. If you 
forget to say it as the first thing, 
say “rabbit rabbit” backward (“tib-
bar tibbar”) and you’re covered.  

I’VE LEARNED 
 You might be overdue for a 

shower if you’re being followed by 
dung beetles.  

 While growing up, I didn’t 
know anyone who spent all day 
looking at a phone. 

 Honesty doesn’t win elections. 
 Joseph Wood Krutch said, “The 

only people who should be al-
lowed to govern countries are 
those who have not the slightest 
desire to do so.” 

 We have four seasons except on 
election years. Then we have five. 

 A spider has eight legs, yet no 
spider has ever won a dance 
contest. 

 Economists make weather fore-
casters seem infallible in compari-
son. 

 I know it’s an election year 
when even my bathroom scale re-
fuses to tell the truth. 

BAD JOKES DEPART-
MENT 

 Man arrested for stealing pump-
kins because no gourd deed goes 
unpunished. 

 Three economists went deer 
hunting. They spotted a deer. One 
shot and missed five feet to the 
left. The second one shot and 
missed five feet to the right. The 
third dropped his gun and said, 
“We got him!” 

 Only divorced people should be 
allowed to vote. They understand 
the consequences of making a 
wrong choice. 

NATURE NOTES 
 I saw a fox as we both greeted 

the dawn’s sun. A red fox likes to 
hunt before sunrise and after sun-
set. Its thick, soft coat keeps it 
warm. In the fall, a red fox hangs 
out alone. The babies have grown 
and gone. Foxes grow longer, 
thicker coats for winter. Instead of 
hiding out in a den, a red fox 
usually curls up in the open. 
Wrapped in its big, bushy tail, the 
fox stays nice and warm even 
when completely covered by snow. 

 How can you tell a downy 
woodpecker from a hairy wood-
pecker? If you can see them to-
gether, the hairy is much larger. 
The hairy is the approximate size 
of a robin, and the downy is the 
size of a house sparrow. The 
downy is more abundant, and the 
hairy likes the company of larger 
trees. I’ve found the best way to 
differentiate the two is by their 
bills. The downy’s bill is much 
shorter, roughly 1/3 the length of 
its head and the hairy’s bill is 
nearly the length of its head. When 
sizes and bills are compared, a 
downy is dinky and a hairy is 
huge. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
 “From the time you were very 

little, you’ve had people who have 
smiled you into smiling, people 
who have talked you into talking, 
sung you into singing, loved you 
into loving. So, on this extra spe-
cial day, let’s take some time to 
think of those extra special 
people.”—Fred Rogers.

CAR WASH 
& COIN 

LAUNDRY

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

24
HOURS

Full line of cardio, free 
weights, power racks, 
dumbbells, barbells, & 
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

LERBERG’S

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING

RUSS NELSON
MOTOR SHOP

Electric Motor Repair
 and Replacement

601 Dutton Drive
Ellendale, MN
507-473-0513
russnelson1941@gmail.com

$59.99
for full synthetic
with a tire rotation

Marthaler Honda of Albert Lea

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

CheapestCheapest
oil change oil change 
special in special in 

town!town!

507-373-2341
2114 E Main St
Albert Lea, MN
marthalerhonda.com

ALBERT LEA   507-373-1945    HARTLAND   507-845-2233    FREEBORN   507-863-2371    www.arcadian.bank   Member FDIC   NMLS 554275 

Ar·ca·di·an (adj.)  Idyllically pastoral, harmony with nature, rural, rustic, simple, untroubled by worry or fear.

COMMUNITY  OWNED.COMMUNITY  OWNED.
COMMUNITY FOCUSED.COMMUNITY FOCUSED.

Being part of a community bank means that your money 
gets put to work right here.  We are passionate about 

supporting local families, businesses, and causes important 
to you.  Help make a difference today with Arcadian Bank, 

a true community bank!

Formerly known as Farmers State Bank of Hartland

Ryan Gehrke, 42, is seeking elec-
tion to the New Richland city coun-
cil. Gehrke was appointed to an open 
council position on April 8, 2024 fol-
lowing a resignation of Mayor Chad 
Neitzel. This is his first time holding 
a government position. 

A police officer, Gehkre resides in 
New Richland with his wife, Angela 
Gehrke. The two have three children, 
9th grader Kenley, 6th grader Kash-
ton and 4th grader Kaisley. They 
have lived in town for the past 15 
years. 

What do you consider the most 
important part of this job? 

“The most important part of being 
a city councilperson is effective com-
munication with the community,” 

Gehrke stated. “Listening to constit-
uents, understanding their needs, 
learning their concerns about situ-
ations happening in their part of 
town, and being transparent about 
decisions fosters trust and ensures 
that decisions the council makes re-
flect the public's best interests. Bal-
ancing local priorities with budget 
constraints and collaborating with 
the other council members is crucial 
for success. Ultimately, it's about 
being a representative and advocate 
for the people and to promote New 
Richland as a strong community in 
southern Minnesota. 

What particular strengths or ex-
perience do you bring to the position 
that you believe will help you do a 

good job? 
“With 20 years 

in law enforce-
ment, I have devel-
oped strong 
listening and prob-
l e m - s o l v i n g 
skills,” Gehrke an-
swered. “I pay 
close attention to 
detail and high-
light issues that others might over-
look. My 16 years serving New 
Richland have given me an in-depth 
understanding of the community. 
Throughout my career and volunteer 
experiences, I have always priori-
tized service, and I will carry that 
commitment forward as a member of 

the New Richland city council.” 
What do you feel are the city’s 

most important concerns at this time? 
“How your tax dollars are spent is 

always a top priority,” Gehrke con-
cluded. “Striking the right balance 
between providing essential services 
and keeping tax rates stable is cru-
cial. Additionally, addressing the 
county ditch that runs through town 
and finding solutions for the flooding 
issues we've faced over the past dec-
ade is important. Supporting local 
businesses and attracting new entre-
preneurs will help create jobs and 
strengthen our tax base. Ultimately, 
my greatest concern is preserving the 
small-town atmosphere we cherish 
while embracing future growth.” 

Gehrke prioritizes service, seeks New Richland Council seat

Loren Schoenrock, 70, is a current 
NRHEG school board member seek-
ing re-election. He is a lifelong res-
ident of the NRHEG area. His family 
includes his wife Marlene, children 
Leah and her husband Ryan; son 
Chad and his wife Jena. The Schoen-
rocks’ have six grandchildren. 

Schoenrock has served on the 
school board for the past four years, 
and currently serves as the vice 

chairmen, serves 
on the finance, 
policy, building 
and grounds and 
paraprofessional 
committees. He 
has served as a 
township clerk 
since 1996, and 
also served on his 
local church coun-

cil in all capacities including chair-
man. 

“I believe the most important job 
is to educate the students of our dis-
trict,” Schoenrock said. “With enroll-
ment dropping slightly, it’s a 
challenge to provide the most class 
offerings while remaining fiscally re-
sponsible to our taxpayers.” 

A farmer, Schoenrock believes 
owning and operating a farm his en-

tire adult life has “given me the busi-
ness experience that can be applied 
to our school district. 

“While our vision statement says, 
'To be the district of choice, inspiring 
excellence in academics, arts and ac-
tivities,' it’s also important to re-
member we also bear a responsibility 
to our taxpayers,” Schoenrock con-
cluded. 

Schoenrock one of three NRHEG school board candidates

Doug Christopherson is seeking 
re-election in the race for Waseca 
County Commissioner in District 
One, representing the cities of Wal-
dorf and New Richland, along with 
Alton, Freedom, Byron, Vivian, 
Otisco and New Richland Town-
ships. He has served the county in 
this capacity for the past eight years, 
has lived in the area for 31 years, 
working as crop farmer, he and Karla 
have raised two daughters, NRHEG 
graduates Abby, 26 and Olivia, 23. 

What do you consider the most 
important part of this job? 

“I have always believed that the 
budget is the most important part of 
being a Commissioner,” Christo-
pherson answered. “We need to con-
trol spending to minimize the tax 
burden on our residents. There are 
many more aspects to the job that are 

important though, such as being the 
liaison for a constituent when they 
are having difficulty with a situation 
at the County, whether it be Planning 
and Zoning, Public Works, Human 
Services, etc. I want to help constit-
uents navigate through any particular 
problem they may be experiencing. 
Being the County’s voice at the State 
Legislature also ranks high on the 
priority list.” 

What particular strengths or ex-
perience do you bring to the position 
that you believe will help you do a 
good job? 

“I have been a business owner my 
entire life, from raising livestock at a 
young age, to crop farming and run-
ning a seed dealership in my adult 
life,” Christopherson answered. 
“With this experience I have learned 
the importance of controlling spend-

ing. I also believe 
that my faith has 
taught me to treat 
people the way I 
would want to be 
treated, whether it 
is working with 
constituents or 
county staff. I also 
believe I have a 
common sense ap-
proach to my decision making. This 
is not a common theme in govern-
ment and sometimes takes a fair 
amount of convincing and even then 
does not always prevail.” 

What do you feel are the county’s 
most important concerns at this time? 

“Over the past several years, we 
have brought our tax rate down 
through very limited growth in tax 
levy,” Christopherson answered. 

“This has made it much more attrac-
tive for businesses to look at Waseca 
County as a place to locate when 
starting up or growing a business. We 
need to focus on this and do what we 
can to promote business growth that 
will in turn grow our tax base and 
lower the tax burden on residents and 
ag properties. 

Our jail and justice center will be 
a topic that will need to be addressed 
in the near future. It will be important 
to look at all the aspects and make 
the right decision for Waseca 
County's residents for 50 years plus 
into the future. We have a former 
Sheriff on our County Board now 
and he will help guide this topic with 
his knowledge. Keeping the County 
safe and minimizing the tax burden 
on the resident are my main con-
cerns.” 

Christopherson seeks 3rd term as commissioner

Schoenrock

Christopherson

Gehrke

Additional stories regarding candidates 
running for any office across the NRHEG 
area will be featured in next week’s edition 
of the Star Eagle. Not all candidates return 
their questionaires. Please vote on November 
5, 2024. Remember, you’re voting for a lot 
more than just yourself. 



maintenance on police department 
vehicles. The Taser contract was 
signed, first payment to be January 
1. 

The City of New Richland is re-
quired to have and maintain a safety 
committee. They have normally done 
this in house. Through the League of 
Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust, 
LCMIT, contact and conversations, 
it was suggested that New Richland 
may benefit from a “regional safety 
group” which would have shared 
leadership and direction. The re-

gional group would provide all re-
quired annual training for city em-
ployees. The LMCIT also subsidizes 
the group and provides access to ad-
ditional benefits. The cost of the pro-
gram is $21,840 of which $12,012 is 
subsidized by the LMCIT. This 
leaves a total cost of the program for 
the remaining cities of $9,828 or 
$1,965 per city. If the city were to di-

vide this cost between the city de-
partments, the cost to each depart-
ment would be approximately $328 
a year. 

Jordan Allen celebrated three 
years on the ambulance and fire de-
partment. 

The next regular city council 
meeting will be Monday, Oct. 28 at 
6:30 p.m. 

David Lee Olson 
David Lee Olson passed away 

surrounded by family after a cou-
rageous but losing battle with brain 
cancer On Wed, Oct 9, 2024. 
Thanks to the love and care of his 
wife and children, he was able to 
spend his final months at home 
with his six dogs in comfort. Dur-
ing those months, he was able to 
ride his Harley one time, drive to 
the gas station, camp in the motor 
home at Paradise, see his purple 
martins and bee hives, and visit 
with the many friends and family 
that he loved so much. 

David Lee Olson was born on 
December 27th, 1960 to Clifford 
and Millie (Granny O) Olson. 

Although he had two years trade 
school for heating, ac and refrig-
eration, he was mostly a self-taught 
man who took great pride in being 
able to fix most anything. As his 
daughter says (while laughing with 
tears in her eyes), “Jack of all 
trades and master of all of them; 
except TVs, phones and com-
puters.” His greatest high in life 
was fixing the unfixable. His proj-
ects were never about the finished 
product; it was all about the chal-
lenge of the journey, which is ex-
actly how he lived his last months, 
always pushing the boundaries to 
do the seemingly impossible.   

After four years of dating, on 
March 25th, 1988, he married his 
wife Allyson Stene. Although their 
marriage was definitely one of ups 
and downs, it absolutely ended on 
a high and just goes to show that 
not giving up during the lows def-

initely has its rewards. Their union 
blessed them with two wonderful 
children, many dogs over the 
years, and countless memories, 
both good and bad. 

Left to cherish David’s memory 
are his wife of 36 years, Allyson 
Olson, his son Derek, daughter 
Brooke, mother Millie (Johnson) 
Olson, brother Richard, many 
cousins, nieces, nephews and in-
laws. 

He is preceded in death by his 
father Clifford Olson, his grand-
parents, and many aunts, uncles, 
cousins and close friends. 

A celebration of life will be held 
at some time in the future. 

The family would like to thank 
Mayo Clinic Hospice for the care 
and compassion they showed 
David in his final days. 

David Olson
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OLSON  EXCAVATINGOLSON  EXCAVATING
 ✽ GPS Controlled 

   Drain Tile Installation
 ✽ Open Ditch Clean Cut
 ✽ Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
 ✽ Concrete And Tree Removal
 ✽ Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
 ✽ Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
 ✽ Snow Removal & Sanding

Brandon Flatness, Owner » shop 507-845-2440 cell 507-383-2008

Hartland

MN

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr 
NE, Rochester, MN 

55906

Mankato
(507) 720-0250

287 St Andrews Dr 
#100, Mankato, MN 

56001

Blooming 
Prairie

(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E, 

Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage 

Rd, Owatonna, MN 
55060

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave 
N, New Richland, 

MN 56072

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential
New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 ⧈ Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 ⧈ Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 ⧈ Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 ⧈ All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 ⧈ Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 ⧈ CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC
Building Contractor #BC793885“Footings“Footings

to to Finish”Finish”

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 • info@nasinecfh.com

 ❉ New in 2022, one-level facility
 ❉ On-site crematory
 ❉ Pre-need insurance agent

 ❉ Dedicated staff including  
two full-time morticians 

 ❉ everything you need!

James Simser 
Celebrating the Life of James 

“Jim” Simser, age 85 of Fairmont, 
MN. Jim passed away surrounded 
by his family after a courageous 
battle with cancer on Friday, Oc-
tober 18, 2024. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held Friday, October 
25, 2024 at 11 a.m. at St. John Vi-
anney Catholic Church in Fair-
mont. There will be military 
honors outside of the church fol-
lowing the service provided by the 
Lee C. Prentice American Legion 
Post 36 and Martin County Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 1222. 
Interment will be at Ft. Snelling 
National Cemetery in Minneapolis. 
Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 24, at Lakeview 
Funeral Home in Fairmont and will 
continue for one hour prior to the 
service at the church on Friday. 

Jim was born on August 2, 1939 
in Blue Earth, MN to Kenneth and 
Muriel Simser of Blue Earth. He 
graduated from Blue Earth High 
School in 1957 and Mankato State 
College in 1961 with a degree in 
secondary education. In 1962, Jim 
entered Naval Officer Candidate 
School in Newport News, Rhode 
Island. He proudly served his 
country on active duty through 
1965 and in the Naval Reserve 
until 1977, retiring as a Lieutenant 
Commander. 

Jim was united in marriage to 
Winn Ann Zaun on June 15, 1963. 
They lived in Honolulu, HI, San 
Diego, CA, Norwood, MN, New 
Richland, MN and Fairmont, MN 
until Winn Ann’s passing after 50 
years of marriage in 2013. 

Jim had a successful 35-year ca-
reer as an educator, coach and ad-
ministrator across three high 
schools. He impacted the lives of 
countless students and athletes 
who remained in touch long after 
leaving the classroom and field and 
had the mutual respect of the many 
coaches he coached with and 
against over the years. As head 
football coach at New Richland-
Hartland High School and Fair-
mont High School, his teams won 
over 200 games, including two 
state championships in 1976 and 
1978. He was named the MN State 
High League Football Coach of the 
Year in 1978 and, following his re-
tirement, was inducted in its Hall 
of Fame in 2000. 

Retirement didn’t slow Jim 
down as he continued serving as a 
mentor for student teachers at 
Mankato State University, drove 
van for CREST and was an active 

volunteer for numerous organiza-
tions in the Fairmont community, 
including Kiwanis, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Dollars for Scholars, and 
St. John Vianney church. If there 
was a sporting event at Fairmont 
High School, he was likely there 
unless out of town following the 
exploits of his grandchildren or 
spending time with his special 
friend Mary Jo Haaland, the Friday 
night card club or the Good Old 
Boys & Girls retired teachers’ 
group. 

Jim is lovingly remembered by 
sons Bill (Amy) of Apple Valley, 
MN, Mike (Lynette) of Minneapo-
lis, MN, Mark (Lisa) of Shoreview, 
MN and Dave of Coon Rapids, 
MN; sister Carolyn (Tom) Fischer 
of Mason City, IA, brother Tom 
(Jayne) Simser of South St. Paul, 
MN, sister Mary Beth Simser of 
Mankato, and brother-in-law Dick 
Zaun of Roseville, MN; eight 
grandchildren Andrew, Adam, Al-
lison (Jaye), Ben, Nick, Jack, Luke 
and Dylan; many nieces and 
nephews; Mary Jo Haaland of 
Marshall, MN. Jim was preceded 
in death by his parents, his wife 
Winn Ann, his sister DeeAnn Sim-
ser, and sister-in-law Mary Zaun. 

The family would like to thank 
the staffs of Woodland Manor, 
Lakeview Methodist, Mayo Clinic-
Fairmont and UHD Hospice for 
their loving care, as well as dad’s 
many friends for their kindness and 
support for all these years. Memo-
rials preferred to the St. John Vian-
ney school endowment fund or 
Fairmont Dollars for Scholars. Visit 
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.net for 
information and guest book. 
Blessed be his memory! 

 

James Simser

507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345

Christina Petsinger is seeking elec-
tion to the New Richland city council. 
The following is a letter she submitted 
on her behalf. 

“This letter is to express my interest 
in the New Richland city council seat 
vacancy. The following is a short in-
troduction and why I would make a 
good appointment for councilor. 

I am a 30-plus year resident of New 
Richland and I have seen a great deal 
of ups and downs in our little town. As 
a concerned resident I believe I would 
be able to bring a fresh set of eyes and 
ideas to our established council. 

I am involved in many areas to help 
serve the community, many I’m sure 

most are unaware of. I am a United 
States Navy Vet, I am one of few Boy 
Scout Unit Commissioners in our 
state, Boy Scout Parent, and am also 
Den Leader for our local den here in 
New Richland. I am also a trained 
spotter through Skywarn in Waseca 
County, a member of CERT in Waseca 
County, Senior Consultant for Pam-
pered Chef, a Legal Guardian of a De-
velopmentally Delayed member of 
our community and have helped other 
vets get through the daunting paper-
work of filing claims.    

I enjoy helping people, am a sound 
board for those who need someone to 
talk with and know how to keep my 

mouth shut when 
needed but also, I 
am not afraid to 
speak up!  I have 
been told I am a 
Professional Vol-
unteer with a sharp 
tongue, I will own 
that all day long. 

I believe we 
need to stop dwell-
ing on the past, shoulda, woulda, coul-
das, and move forward. As a council 
we need to make sure we are always 
representing the whole town. We need 
to set our differences aside and focus 
on what is best for our small com-

munity. This also would include doing 
whats best for everyone in a fiscally 
responsible and appropriate manner.  
Communication is huge on all levels 
and departments across the board. We 
are elected or appointed these posi-
tions to do what is right not what we 
always want to do. I believe we all 
need to be accountable and transparent 
in decisions we are making. 

I look forward to sharing my views 
with you and/or the council and can be 
available on short notice. 

Christina Petsinger” 

Petsinger running for NR council

Jacob Naser, 34, is seeking elec-
tion to the New Richland city coun-
cil. A resident of New Richland for 
more than a decade, Naser has a 
wife, Brianna, and four children, 
Adrian, Julian, Madison, Luna. 

Naser works as a CNC Pro-
grammer/Machinist at Cinch Con-
nectivity Solutions in Waseca. If 
elected, this would be Naser's first 
elected position. 

“I feel this job is to help grow the 

city and in safe conscience while 
providing a place where a family can 
grow and prosper with the pursuit of 
happiness in mind for all,” Naser 
said when asked what the most im-
portant part of the job is. 

What particular strengths or ex-
perience do you bring to the position 
that you believe will help 

you do a good job? 
“I am a father of four children with 

many friends,” Nasser answered. “I 

don’t just care about my children, but 
I concern myself with safety and op-
portunities that are available to 
others as well. I am good at putting 
out my concerns and ideas even if 
they fall on deaf ears if what is in 
place isn’t working I will keep voic-
ing them until something happens or 
someone comes up with a better idea. 
I work well with criticism and I hear 
the concern that others have.” 

What do you feel are the city’s 

most important concerns at this time? 
“The immediate concern is the 

cost of living in our small town,” 
Naser answered. “We pay big city 
taxes and big city utilities for low 
quality standards. The second is the 
safety and opportunities in our city 
that need to be addressed.” 

NR City Council candidate Jacob Naser

Petsinger

Longtime Ellendale Council 
member Scott Groth, 65, is the only 
candidate running for Ellendale 
Mayor. Scott and his wife Joni have 
three kids and six grandkids. 

Folks know Groth as the owner of 
Floors 4-U, a main street business in 
Ellendale. Asked how long he’s lived 
in the area, Groth simply said, “A 
long time.” 

Groth previously served Ellendale 
as council member from 1998-2000, 
mayor from 2001-2004, and again as 
council member from 2008 to pres-
ent. 

“Good judgment, good listening, 
be fair,” Groth states are the most im-
portant parts of the job. 

“Being on the council a few years 
and a local business owner” are 

Groth’s greatest 
strengths he 
brings to the posi-
tion. 

“Budget, in-
frastructure needs 
and preparing for 
the re-work of 
Highway 30,” are 
the city’s most 

important concerns at this time, says 
Groth. And, “trying to attract and 
maintain businesses.” 

Groth seeks election to Ellendale Mayor position

Groth

N O T I C E
Berlin Township Board Meeting
Monday, , 202

7:00 p.m. in the Ellendale Comm. Bldg.
(in the Board Room)

Helen Schmidt, Berlin Township Clerk 

■ Council 
 from Page 1

N O T I C E

Summit Township Board Meeting
, November 

7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall

Andy Jewison
Summit Township Clerk

Get your news in the Star Eagle 
 e-mail steagle@hickorytech.net



By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva High School volleyball team held its
annual Senior Night last Monday.

It was an outstanding evening to honor the
12th-graders.

The Panthers defeated Maple River in
four games in New Richland. The final tally
was 25-12, 25-18, 16-25, 25-23.

“The girls started with great energy and
mentality that led to an early 2-0 set lead,”
said NRHEG head coach Bethany Tennis.

After dropping the third set, the Panthers
regained their focus in the fourth.

“We had to focus on controlling the con-

trollables on our side of the net,” said
Tennis.

Junior setter Addy Stadheim led the
Panthers’ offense with 47 set assists.

“That was due in a large part to our suc-
cessful serve receive,” said Tennis.

Gabby Schlaak and Anika Ladlie each had
more than 10 kills and the Panthers, as a
team, served up eight aces.

Full statistics: Schlaak 14 kills, 6 digs, 1
ace; Camryn VanMaldeghem 8K, 4D, 3A,
4B; Ladlie 11K, 5B; Mallory Schlinger 2D,
1SA; Stadheim 4K, 5D, 47SA, 4A, 4B;
Aspyn Stenzel 5K; Chloie Riwer 4D, 2SA;
Chloe Stork 8K, 7B; Meela Budach 2K, 2B.

The next night, the Panthers hosted

Randolph in the final match of the regular
season in New Richland.

The visitors prevailed 3-1, with game
scoresd of 25-22, 23-25, 26-24 and 25-13.

“We played tough and had some intense
volleys with our opponent,” said Coach
Tennis. “From behind the service line we
served aggressively, earning us 11 aces.
Heading into the playoffs, we are excited to
play a challenging team and hope for a first-
round win.”

Individually vs. Randolph: Schlaak 13K,
5D, 1A, 2B; Camryn VanMaldeghem 7K,

9D, 1SA, 1A, 7B; Ladlie 2K, 2D, 1B;
Schlinger 1A; Izley Boerner 7D; Nora
Flatness 6K, 1D, 3B; Stadheim 2K, 11D,
33SA, 5A, 2B; Riewer 6D, 1SA, 1A; Stork
3K, 3B; Budach 5K 2D, 2B; Quinn
VanMaldeghem 1D, 2A.

The Panthers finished the regular season
4-6 in the Gopher Conference and 11-12-1
overall. Randolph improved to 4-6 and 12-
15.

The Panthers drew the No. 13 seed in the
single-elimination Section 2AA tournament,
opening postseason play Monday at No. 4

seed Glencoe-Silver Lake. The winner plays
Thursday, Oct. 24 at No. 5 WEM or No. 12
LeSueur-Henderson. The sub-section cham-
pionship is Oct. 29 at 6 p.m. at New Prague
High School. The section championship and
state tournament berth will be decided Oct.
31 at 8 p.m. at St. Peter High Scool.

The Section 2AA seeds: 1 Belle Plaine; 2
SW Christian; 3 Holy Family; 4 Glencoe-
SL; 5 WEM; 6 Jordan; 7 TCU; 8 LCWM; 9
St. Clair; 10 Waseca; 11 JWP; 12 LSH; 13
NRHEG; 14 Central; 15 Maple River; 16
Sibley East; 17 Blue Earth Area;18 MVL.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

When it comes to NRHEG High
School boys’ cross country this year,
it’s quality that counts, not quantity.

Senior Jacob Karl, the Panthers’
lone varsity runner, finished atop the
field at last Tuesday’s Gopher
Conference meet at Janesville’s
Prairie Ridge Course.

According to NRHEG coach
Larry Nydegger, Karl didn’t just
claim a gold medal. He met a sea-
son-long goal.

“Jacob’s goal all serason was to
get a time under 18 minutes,” said
Nydegger. “He accomplished that
today with a time of 17:51.6. And he
gained a conference title to boot!”

Karl, according to Nydegger was
the runner to beat on the 5,000-
meter course.

“He had an early challenge from
the runners from Triton,” said
Nydegger. “But Jacob maintained
his pace and race strategy to pull
away from the field at the two-mile
mark.”

Karl, of course, earned all-confer-
ence honors.

Randoloph won the boys’ team
championship with 43 points, fol-
lowed by Blooming Prairie with 60,
WEM/JWP 64, USC/AC 86,
Medford 105 and Hayfield 145.

The NRHEG girls’ squad was hit
by the injury bug, so the Panthers
were not able to field a scoring team.

“No matter,” said Nydegger. “As
all of the runners who did participate

each ran their own personal-best
times.”

The Panthers, as they have all sea-
son, were led by Juliann Wobbrock.

“Julieann ran a well planned race
that had her in contention for the
individual conference championship
right up until the last 100 meters,”
said Nydegger.

Wobbrock wound up second with
an all-time best of 20:34.1.
MaKenzie Westphal of WEM/JWP
took the title with a time of 20:27.4
for 5,000 meters.

Wobbrock received all-confer-
ence honors.

The Panthers’ Sierra Misgen fin-
ished 27th in 26:45.l. Amelia Duree
was 30th with a time of 27:37.2.

WEM/JWP captured the girls’
team championship with 39 points.
Blooming Prairie had 50, Randolph
62, USC/AC 100, Medford 107.

NRHEG’s Rylee Cromwell fin-

ished second in the 2500-meter
junior high girls’ race with a person-
al best time of 12:46.4 Teammate
Violette Botten finished fourth,m
clocking 14:47.

The Panthers’ Devlin McWilliams
finished second in the junior high
boys’ race with a time of 12:39.9.

All in all, Nydegger said it was an
outstanding day.

“To have every runner get their
own all-time personal bests in the
same meet was a wonderful sur-
prise,” he said. “I am so proud of
these runners for the effort and ded-

ication they have shown all season.
It really paid off for them today.

The Panthers will run at the sec-
tion meet at Norwood-Young
America on Thursday, Oct. 24.

FIRST-PLACE PACE — NRHEG’s Juliann Wobbrock, left, was in contention for the Gopher Conference girls’ cross country cham-
pionship until the final 100 meters last week. She finished second. NRHEG senior Jacob Karl, right, placed first for the boys.

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens/Submitted photo

TOUGH YARDS — NRHEG’s Harbor Cromwell (23) gains some of his team-high 33 rushing
yards in the final game of the regular season at United South Central last week. The Panthers lost
8-0.                                                                                                               Photo by Amy Ihrke

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

When NRHEG High School foot-
ball coach Marc Kruger called last
week’s regular-season finale at
United South Central a defensive
battle, he was not exaggerating.

The Rebels scored the game’s
lone touchdown as the Panthers lost
8-0 at Wells.

“It was a defensive game for
sure,” said Kruger. “We were just
not able to get a touchdown.”

The Panthers saw their record slip
to 3-4 while the Rebels improved to
4-3.

According to Kruger, the Panthers
had some excellent scoring chances.
They just couldn’t cash in.

“We had a few drives with oppor-
tunities, and failed to finish,” said
Kruger. “Our defense really stepped
up, holding the Rebels to only 1
touchdown. Now, it’s on to sec-
tions.”

The Panthers opened section play
Tuesday, with the winner to play
Saturday, Oct. 26.

After a scoreless first quarter at
Wells, the home team found the end
zone on a 10-yard run in the second
period. A two-point conversion try
was successful.

The Panthers ran 39 plays and
attained 12 first downs, but USC
had the ball for 62 plays while piling
up 22 first downs.

The Panthers were outrushed
221-35 and outgained 221-72 in
total yards. The Rebels ran on
almost every play. NRHEG turned
the ball over three times, USC once.

Harbor Cromwell led the
Panthers in rushing with 33 yards on
11 attempts. Alden Dobberstein ran
for 10 yards on six tries.

Dobberstein completed four of 15
passes for 51 yards, with two inter-
ceptions.

Sam Olson caught two passes for
38 yards. Aidan Schlaak and Owen
Bartlett also caught passes.

Defensively, Jace Ihrke led the
Panthers with 10 solo tackles and
one assist. Jordan Brouwers had
seven tackles and one assist, Ryan
Schlaak six tackles and two assists,
Aidan Schlaak six tackles and
Bartlett five tackles.

The Panthers were seeded fifth in
Section 2AA, opening the playoffs
Tuesday at No. 4 seed Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton. The other
quarterfinal game was Tuesday with
No. 6 Blue Earth Area playing at
No. 3 Maple River. The top two
seeds, Triton and WEM, have a
first-round bye.

On Saturday, Oct. 26, the winner
of the NRHEG/JWP game plays at 2
p.m. at Triton. Maple River or Blue
Earth Area is at WEM.

The section championship game
is Friday, Nov. 1 at 7 p.m. at JWP
High School

United South Central 8, NRHEG 0

NRHEG             0       0        0       0 — 0
USC                   0      8         0       0 — 8

First Quarter

No scoring
Second Quarter

USC — 10 run (two-point conversion suc-
cessful)

Third Quarter

No scoring
Fourth Quarter

No scoring

NRHEG       USC

Total plays                         39              61
First downs                         12              22
Rushing Yds.                  23-35        57-221
Passing                          4-15-2        0-4-0
Passing Yds.                      51             0
Total Yds.                         72            221
Third Down                      1-3           1-2
Fourth Down                     0-0            0-0
Fumbles lost                       1-1           1-10
Turnovers                           3                1
Penalties                            4-60         5-355

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing – NRHEG: Harbor Cromwell
11-33; Alden Dobberstein 6-10; Ryan
Schlaak 2 —2; USC: No. 35 17-93; 1X 18-
83; No. 33 9-46; 1X 1-4; 1X 10 —6

Passing – NRHEG: Alden Dobberstein 4-
15-2, 51; USC: 0-4-0, 0;

Receiving — NRHEG: Sam Olson 2-38;
Aidan Schlaak 1-9; Owen Bartlett 1-4; USC:
0-0

NRHEG Defense – Jace Ihrke 10 tackles,
1 assist; Jordan Brouwers 7T, 1A; Ryan
Schlaak 6T, 2A; A.Schlaak 6T; Owen Bartlett
5T; Mason Reeder 4T; Sam Olson 3T, 1 fum-
ble rec.; Harbor Cromwell 3T, 1A; Trevor
Selover 1T; Cole Hutchens 1T, 1A; Jase
Knudson 1T

Karl captures
Gopher crown

NRHEG volleyball team tops Maple River on Senior Night
Panthers draw No. 13 seed in Section 2AA tournament

Senior finishes first among boys,
Wobbrock settles for second

“To have every
runner get their
personal bests in
the same meet
was a wonderful
surpise.”

— NRHEG coach
Larry Nydegger

NRHEG football team falls
in defensive battle at USC

“We had a few drives with opportuni-
ties, and failed to finish.”

— NRHEG coach Marc Kruger
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday 
School, Choir and Choir; 10:30 
a.m. Worship 
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 
6 p.m. Bible Study 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship, Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meet-
ing (first Wednesday) 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s 
Robe Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 
p.m.; Bonfires and Yard 
Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*      *     * 
CROSS OF GLORY 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship  

Tuesday - Council meeting 
(First Tuesday) 

*     *     * 
WEST FREEBORN 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Tuesday - Council meeting 
(First tuesday of the month) 
Quilting meets 9:00 a.m. Wed-
nesday, see newsletter for 
dates. 

*     *     * 
HARTLAND EVANGELI-

CAL 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

MANCHESTER  
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN 
Manchester, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Father Glenn Frerichs 

Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 
4th Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 

Geneva, Minnesota 
Pastor Leandra Anderson 

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 
(times very for holidays) 
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

*     *     * 
SIMPLY CHURCH 

105 Second Street North East 
Geneva, Minnesota 

Todd Lundgren, Pastor 
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*    *     * 
VIBRANT LIFE 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
CHURCH 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor David Modder 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 
a.m. Kids church  
Check the website for ad-

ditional updates 
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor Kyle Smith 

Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer 
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 6 p.m. Confirmation; 7-
9 p.m. Youth Group (No con-
firmation during summer) 

*     *     * 
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Randy Cirksena, Pastor  
Sunday - Summer Service time 
is 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday school. (No summer 
sunday school) 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday 
School from Oct through May 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
Food shelf is open every 
Thursday from 3:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for 
those wanting to listen through 
their car radios at FM 90.7 

*     *     * 
EAST FREEBORN  

LUTHERAN 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for 
those wanting to listen through 
their car radios at FM 89.3 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
HOLLANDALE RE-

FORMED 
Rev. Neal Ooms 

101 East Park Avenue 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 

*     *     * 
ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA 

Rural Ellendale 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, 
ELCA 

Meriden, Minnesota 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

PONTOPPIDAN LU-
THERAN 

Lemond Township 
Pastor Dave Klawiter 

Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC 
Hope, Minnesota 

Pastor Sandy Miller 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Youth/Adult Study 

*     *     * 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Clarks Grove, Minnesota 
Pastor James Cameron 

Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
HOLY TRINITY CATHO-

LIC 
CHURCH of LITOMYSL 

Father Peter Schuster 
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass 
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during 
Mass 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith 
Formation classes for grades 
K-Confirmation 
www.litomysl.webs.com 
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com  

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 
9:10 a.m. Sunday School and 
Bible Study 

 *         *         * 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL UNITED 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
PEACE UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 

Waldorf, Minnesota  
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 

Waldorf, Minnesota 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45  a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-

ident 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament 
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth 
Activities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A 
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE 
STAR EAGLE. 

I am now in a withdrawal mood 
from the cabin. I have officially 
closed the cabin (not in my mind), 
but it is not officially closed for the 
winter. My grandson, Dylan, and his 
wife, Kloe, are still up there spending 
a long weekend at said cabin. They 
are expecting in December, and I 
have no doubt that they will be great 
parents. 

It always makes me feel good 
when Dylan wants to spend time at 
the cabin, whether Grandpa is there 
or not. He spent a lot of time with his 
grandma and I at the cabin when he 
was younger, so it has always been 
special to him. I am glad that Kloe 
likes to go fishing with him and she 
usually catches fish. 

I am sitting on our front porch as I 
write this column. The porch has be-
come my favorite place to go to relax 
and watch the birds and other critters 
that frequent the neighborhood. I 
have not seen as many rabbits as in 
past years. This may be attributed to 
the overabundance of felines that we 
have free ranging in the neighbor-
hood. There are some folks that don’t 
seem to understand the meaning of 

“house cat” and just let their cats run 
amok in the neighborhood. 

I still have to get my boat in the 
water to see if it runs better than it 
did the last time I had it on the water. 
It is now sitting in the backyard fill-
ing up with leaves. I tried blowing 
them out with the leaf blower, but the 
leaves would go straight up in the air 
and come fluttering down right back 
into the boat. Plan B is to take it for 
a drive and hope that they get lost 
along the way. 

The fall colors have peaked in the 
northern part of the state, but the 
lower third of the state still hasn’t, so 
if you want to catch the colors, there 
is still time to take a drive and check 
out the beauty of fall before it is too 
late. Remember that the fall harvest 
is still going on in most parts of the 
area, so be aware of farm machinery. 

There is still time to do a little fish-
ing and the pheasant season is also 
under way. The archery season for 
deer is also going on and will go until 
the end of December. I have heard 
that, so far, the numbers are down for 
the pheasant population. With the 
mild winter, I thought there would be 

a bumper crop for birds this year, but 
all of the rain must have nullified 
that. 

Until next time: Small game hunt-
ing for squirrel and rabbit runs until 
February 28th. Ruffed grouse runs 
until Jan. 1st. Hunting small game is 
a great way to introduce our youth to 
the sport of hunting. The more youth 
that we can get involved in the sports 
of hunting and fishing, the more we 
will be assured that these sports will 
be carried on for future generations. 
WMAs [Wildlife Management 
Areas] and WIAs [Walk-In Access] 
areas – landowners who give permis-
sion to the public to hunt their land 
go a long way to promote hunting for 
our youth. You must purchase a WIA 
Validation to legally hunt WIA sites. 

Purchase Online opens in a new 
browser tab or call: 1-888-665-4236 
(ELS CODE 190). Landowners can-
not give others permission to hunt 
without a validation. Landowners are 
willing to enroll in this program be-
cause hunters have been respectful. 
Please take care of the land. Respect 
boundary signs. Do not damage 
property and do not leave garbage. 
Following these common-sense rules 
will make sure that these lands will 
be available for future use. 

Please show your support for our 
troops who are now deployed. These 
service men and women are making 
that sacrifice, so that we may have 
the many freedoms that we enjoy 
today. 

by Dick Her昀ndahl
Outdoors Writer

 Woods and Water

Moving through fall

L O O K I N G  B A C K
25 Years Back  

- The staff at St. Isidore's School of Litomysl for the 1999-2000 
years includes: from the left (back): Mrs. Tammy Barnes, 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grade teacher, Mrs. Stacey Wobschall, principal and Kin-
dergarten, 1st and 2nd grade teacher, (front): Mrs. Anne Nylund, 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade teacher and Mrs. Bev Anderson, part-time 
secretary and librarian. 

- On September 7, St. Isidore’s School of Litomysl opened its doors 
once again to thirty-five anxious kindergarten through eighth grade stu-
dents. The principal at St. Isidore's School this year is Mrs. Stacy Wob-
schall of Geneva. This is the seventh year Stacy has been at St. Isidores. 
Returning to teach the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students this year at St. Is-
sidores is Mrs. Anne Nylund of Owatonna. Returning to teach the 6th, 
7th and 8th grade students is Mrs. Tammy Barnes of Owatonna. Father 
Bert Boschert S.J is the superintendent of St. Isidore's School. Bev An-
derson or rural Litomysl, is continuing as the part-time secretary, as well 
as the school librarian. Karen Wencl of rural Blooming Prairie, is re-
turning as the school nurse. Sue Robbins of rural Blooming Prairie, is 
returning as the school lunch bookkeeper and Marie Kaplan of Hope, as 
the school bookkeeper.  

- The NRHEG Defense stays strong during their game on Friday 
night, even through the big snow flakes that were coming down. The 
Panthers won the game against Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton 36-
0. The NRHEG Football Team proved Friday evening they can play 
through anything. With three inches of snow on the ground, they 
pounded on JWP 36-0. The offense went to work on the first drive, 
with Nate Wayne scoring the touchdown on a 10-yard run. They 
traveled 62 yards on 10 plays. Nate also ran for the PAT, putting the 
Panthers on top 8-0. Coach Schultz commented, “Our defense held 
them to seven yards total while we racked up 376 yards. We dom-
inated the line of scrimmage. Nate Watne ran hard. We had to run 
a lot of simple drives to Nate because of three inches of snow on the 
ground. The Panthers are ranked No. 3 in Class 2A. 

 
50 Years Back  

- An eight pound, four ounce girl was born to Brian and Barbara Nel-
son of Ellendale on Thursday, January 15 at Health Central of Owatonna. 
She is their first child and has been named Janet Frances. 

- Timothy J. Kelly of rural Ellendale has been placed on the honor list 
at Mankato State University, announced vice president of academic af-
fairs, Dr. Philip Kendall. Two thousand one hundred-twenty students 
earned a 3.5 to 3.99 average to qualify for the honor list. 

- The Raiders girls Varsity basketball team took over sole possession 
of the number one spot by defeating Waterville-Elysian, 52-47, last Fri-
day night at Waterville. The win puts E-G at 7-0 in the Conference and 
the only team undefeated in Conference play. The two teams played even 
up in first quarter. 10-10. Ellendale started to show a little more defen-
sive pressure and scored slightly better in the second quarter, 24-20. The 
third quarter was again dominated by E-G. At times they had increased 
their lead to 12 points, but dropped to a 9 point advantage, 39-30, at the 
end of the quarter. Early in the fourth the girls led again by 12, but each 
time it looked like they would “Put Waterville away,” Waterville came 
back. 

- Olson-Paulson Wed, November 29. Janice Michele Olson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Olson of rural Ekkendale, became 
the bride of Dennis Allen Paulson, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Paul-
son of Owatonna, on November 29 at First Lutheran Church in 
Blooming Prairie. The Rev. Clifford Schroeder officiated at the late 
afternoon double-ring ceremony. Maid of honor was Teresa Deml. 
Bridesmaids were Rochelle Thomspn and Tammy Esplan. Tom 
Paulson, brother of the groom, was best man. Groomsmen were 
Rich Paulson, brother of the Groom, and Gary Kaplan. Jon, Jeff 
and Jimmie Olson, brothers of the bride, and Curt Nelson were 
ushers. Following the ceremony a reception was held at the church. 
In the evening a dance was held at the Monterey Ballroom. The cou-
ple is at home in Ellendale. 

Shown here are some pictures of my last visit to the cabin for 
2024. These pictures might just tide me over until next year.



Star Eagle                                                     C l a s s i f i e d s          Thursday, October 24, 2024    7

Royal Villa has a subsi-
dized one-bedroom apart-
ment for rent to a qualified 
applicant. Call 507-463-
8515 or stop by the office 
at 221 1st St NE, New 
Richland for an applica-
tion.  

                 50tfc

L E G A L  N O T I C E

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939

NEW RICHLAND
13984 215th Avenue,
New Richland, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789
Fax: (507) 465-3258

FAIRMONT
620 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 238-1355

ALL TYPES OF METAL

POOLEY’S
& RECYCLING& RECYCLING

WE BUY

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$$$
PAID

pooleysscrapiron.com

BOHLEN
PLUMBING, HEATING & AC

324 Broadway Ave N, 
New Richland, MN 56072

(507) 465-8376

507-456-5128507-456-5128
www.hollandauction.comwww.hollandauction.com

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, MN
507-256 - 4712

Serving Southern 
Minnesota for over 

45 years!

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Waseca, MN 

 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 mrpagencyllc.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE 

 
 
THE RIGHT TO 
VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED 
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THIS ACTION. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following 
described mortgage: 
 
DATE OF MORTGAGE: October 
9, 2007 
 
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$62,000.00 
 
MORTGAGOR(S): Dean Mertins 
and Julie A. Mertins, husband and 
wife 
 
MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for CitiMortgage, 
Inc. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on October 23, 2007 as 
Document Number 272715 in the 

Office of the County Recorder of 
Waseca County, Minnesota. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
CitiMortgage, Inc. by assignment 
recorded on March 26, 2010 as 
Document Number A283488 in the 
Office of the County Recorder of 
Waseca County, Minnesota; 
thereafter assigned to Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation, as 
trustee for the benefit of the 
Seasoned Credit Risk Transfer 
Trust, Series 2019-1 by assignment 
recorded on December 12, 2022 as 
Document Number A332327 in the 
Office of the County Recorder of 
Waseca County, Minnesota. 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: All that part of the 
NW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Sec. 4, 
Twp. 108 North, Range 23 west, 
Waseca Co., Minn., described as 
follows: beginning at a point on the 
north line of the NW 1/4 of said 
Sec. 4, said point bearing west 
1946.66 feet from the north 1/4 
corner of said Sec. 4, thence south 
572.00 feet, thence North 81 
degrees 10 minutes 00 seconds west 
407.84 feet, thence north 509.37 
feet to the north line of said NW 
1/4, thence east on said north line 
403.00 feet to place of beginning. 

 
STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 8126 STATE HWY 60 
S, WATERVILLE, MN 56096 
 
COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Waseca County, 
Minnesota. 
 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON 
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$39,089.73 
 
TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. 
 
NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: CitiMortgage, Inc. 
 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing 
 
TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 05.004.0510 
 
TRANSACTION AGENT’S 
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 100011520046960896 
 
THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part thereof, 
or, if the action or proceeding has 

been instituted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that an 
execution upon the judgment 
rendered therein has been returned 
unsatisfied, in whole or in part. 
 
PURSUANT, to the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the 
above described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff of said county as 
follows: 
 
DATE AND TIME OF SALE: 
December 05, 2024 at 10:00 AM. 
 
PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County 
Sheriff’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW, 
Waseca, MN 56093. 
 
to pay the debt then secured by said 
mortgage and taxes, if any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on the 
premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law.  The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is twelve 
(12) months from the date of sale.   
 
TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on December 5, 

2025. 
 
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW 
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE 
MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR 
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL 
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER 
MINNESOTA STATUTES, 
SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A 
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE 
NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED. 
 
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE: 
None 
 
Dated: October 09, 2024 
 

FEDERAL HOME LOAN 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, AS 

TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF THE SEASONED CREDIT 

RISK TRANSFER TRUST, 
SERIES 2019-1 

Mortgagee 

 
TROTT LAW, P.C. 
 
By:                /s/  
*N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.* 
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq. 
Sung Woo Hong, Esq. 
Attorneys for Mortgagee 
25 Dale Street North 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 209-9760 
(24-1007-FC01) 
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR. 
Published in the Star Eagle on 
Oct. 17, 24, 31, Nov. 7, 14 and 21, 
2024.

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

City of Ellendale 
Notice of General Election 

 
Tuesday, November 5th, 2024 

 
Voting Location: 

Ellendale Community Center 
507 2nd Street South 

Ellendale, MN 
 

Voting Hours: 
7:00 am – 8:00 pm 
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NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION 
City of New Richland, Minnesota 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the general election has been called and will be held in the Election 
Precinct at: 

City of New Richland 
City Hall / Community Center 

203 North Broadway Ave 
New Richland, MN 56072 

On Tuesday, the fifth (5th) day of November 2024 for the purpose of electing the following City Offices: 

Mayor – 2 Year Term 

City Council Member – 4 Year Term 

City Council Member – 4 Year Term 

City Council Member – 2 Year Term ** Special Election ** 

 

Polls will be open from 7:00 am until 800 pm Got news? 
507-463-8112
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Huge
Estate 
Sale

Oct 25 - Oct 27
Fri -Sun: 8:00 - 6:00
5 1/2 miles North of Waseca on Hwy. 13

LOTS OF ITEMS
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PEGGY WILL
CONTINUE TO
WORK HARD

ON THESE ISSUES
AND MORE!

✓ Fix broken government — Eliminate the giant omnibus bills, ineffective programs, and fraud. 
I want to be a key part in fixing our government so it works for you!

✓ Restore safety to our communities — Minnesotans have a right to safe communities, and 
police should have the resources needed to do their jobs well.

✓ Focus on our education system — Minnesota students are slipping further and further behind 
in reading, math, and science. We need to smartly fund what works for kids and focus on core 
academics.

✓ Make Minnesota affordable — We are experiencing the worst inflation in decades and 
many cannot afford to make everyday purchases. I support reducing taxes and smart 
government spending.

VOTE✓
PEGGY BENNETTNovember 5th!

She is a  strong voice for our area!

Visit my website www.Bennett4House.com to learn more about my accomplishments, 
priorities, and challenges I am working on every day for the people of District 23A.

MY MOST IMPORTANT ENDORSEMENT IS YOU!

She is a
STRONG voice

for our area!
PEGGY

BENNETT

Re-Elect

 

Prepared and paid for by the Bennett for MN House 23A Committee • PO Box 308 • Albert Lea, MN 56007

Newest Lion

Dennis and Donna Iverson have chosen to become 
members of one of the largest organizations in the world: In-
ternational Lions. We are very happy to welcome them into 
the Ellendale Lions Club. The motto is "We Serve," and they 
have asked to be a  part of this Service Organization.  Thank 
you, Donna and Dennis.

Trinity After School Program Tours Area Food Shelf 

On October 8 the Trinity children who attend F.I.S.H. (Fun in Serving Him) after school program 
delivered 75 pounds of food to the New Richland Area Food Shelf. The food had been collected 
during September by the Trinity Lutheran Church congregation. The children also received a tour 
of the Food Shelf from Larry and Pam Goehring and learned about how the organization feeds 
hungry people in our area after learning about why the church emphasizes feeding hungry people. 
The F.I.S.H. after school program at Trinity includes children in grades 2-5 and includes snacks, 
games, crafts, outreach and learning.

Jackie Schlaak is a current city 
council member in Hartland, 
seeking re-election. She has 
lived in Hart-
land for the 
past 11 years 
and works as a 
payroll/finan-
cial account-
ant. 

Schlaak be-
lieves that 
“Responding 
to what the 
townspeople want to see for 
Hartland,” is the most important 
part of the job. 

Schlaak listed no areas of con-
cern for the city at this time. 

Election day is Nov. 5, 2024. 
Please vote. 

Schlaak

Schlaak 
seeks  
re-election  
to Hartland 
Council

I am asking for your support on Nov. 5th in order to 
continue working for Waseca county residents.

DOUG CHRISTOPHERSON
PAID FOR BY CHRISTOPHERSON FOR COMMISSIONER
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