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On the glorious 
splendor of your 
majesty, and on 
your wondrous 
works, I will med-
itate.    Psalm 145:5

A word from 
The Word

Ride for Heroes at the 
Clark’s Grove Pour 
House on June 21 

There will be a Ride for He-
roes at the Pour House in Clarks 
Grove on June 21. Registration 
is at 8:30 a.m., kickstands go up 
at 10:30 a.m. Following the mo-
torcycle run, enjoy food, live and 
silent auctions and music. Help 
us raise money for local vet-
erans. 

———————————— 
Brandon Wallace 
Geneva Spaghetti and 
Meatball Dinner  
Saturday, June 21 

There will be a Brandon Wal-
lace Spaghetti and Meatball 
Dinner at the Geneva Com-
munity Center from 11 a.m. till 
4 p.m. Saturday, June 21. There 
will also be a silent auction and 
raffle. 

———————————— 
Mahjongg at the New 
Richland Public  
Library Mon. June 23 

Learn to play Mahjongg at the 
New Richland Public Library at 
3 p.m. Monday, June 23. Like 
Rummikub, Mahjongg is a 200 
year old Asian tile game. Call 
Kathy for more information at 
507-465-3708. 

———————————— 
Create Your Own 
Shrinky Dinks at New 
Richland Public  
Library Tues., June 24 

Design a bracelet, necklace, or 
keychain charm to fit your per-
sonal style at New Richland 
Public Library at 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 24. This free 
event is geared for ages 7-18. 

———————————— 
Mahjongg at the NR 
Public Library Wed., 
June 25 

Learn to play Mahjongg at the 
New Richland Public Library at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 25. 
Like Rummikub, Mahjongg is a 
200 year old Asian tile game. 
Call Kathy for more information 
at 507-465-3708.  

———————————— 
Detroit Tigers vs. MN 
Twins Lutheran Night 
at the Twins Thursday, 
August 14 

The 32nd Annual Lutheran 
Night at the Twins will be leaving 
at 3:45 p.m. from behind Hy-Vee 
in Albert Lea on Thursday, Au-
gust 14. Cost is $65 per person 
and is paid in advance. For reser-
vations, call Bob or Genie Han-
son at 507-373-8655 or Wayne or 
Bev Indrelie at 507-402-8228. 

———————————— 
Hartland University’s 
Biker Bug Run  
Saturday, August 16 

The Third Annual Hartland 
University’s Biker Bug Run will 
take place at noon, Saturday, Au-
gust 16, with kickstands up at 
12:30 p.m. Registration is $10 per 
person, all proceeds donated to 
American Bikers for Awareness 
and the training and education of 
Minnesota Young Rider Program. 
There will be six stops in total 
with a door prize at each location 
for closest bug to the bullseye. 

———————————— 
Waldorf Veterans  
Memorial Fund Drive 

Donations are requested to sup-
port the construction of the Wal-
dorf Veterans Memorial. Checks 
written to WVMP Fund Drive can 
be mailed to WVMP Fund Drive; 
Judy Joecks, treasurer; P.O. Box 
55; Waldorf, MN 56091.  

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Beautiful weather accompanied nearly 100 
riders at the fourteenth annual Geneva Cancer Run 
on Saturday, June 14. The emcee for the day was 
DeeAnn Randall and brother Jake Jensen, who 
started this annual ride in honor of his best friend 
Matt Felt, who lost his battle with cancer at the age 
of 26 in 2007. Jake Jensen said, “We raised 15k 
for the run on the fourteenth.” 

Just prior to the 11 a.m. start time in front of the 
Geneva Bar and Grill, Dan and Maggie Willert, 
husband and wife, were among the crowd of 
people and motorcycles preparing to leave. The 
Willerts said they were taking part, “To support 
the cause; we have had family and friends affected 
by cancer and we fully support this. We’re locals 
and we’ve noticed that every year this gets bigger 
and bigger.” As the ride was about to begin, 
DeeAnn from the back of the bar announced over 
a sound system, “We’re going to Minnesota Lake, 
to Freeborn, to Hartland to their University Bar, 
then to the Pour House in Clarks Grove. Please 
drive safely, everyone. We are here to help people 
with cancer, and we’d much rather help them than 
scrape one of you out of the ditch.” 

The nonprofit group began with the Matt Felt 
Memorial Ride in 2010 and organized a year later 
in 2011. DeeAnn Randall serves as president with 
her sons Jake as the vice president and Andy as 
one of the nine board members. Geneva Cancer 
Run is a nonprofit organization which has given 
about $300,000 to area residents battling cancer 
and struggling to pay for the many costs associated 
with treatment. 

Registration began at 9 a.m., the ride departed 
at 11 a.m. Before departure, Ariel Anhalt and Faith 
Phillips sang the National Anthem. Randall re-
vealed past rides have included as many as 170 

motorcycles. Cars are also welcome. A “break-
down trailer” accompanied the ride; camping was 

provided for those wishing not to travel after the 
run. 

Riders gather for good cause

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

A small crowd gathered the morn-
ing of June 14 outside the Pour House 
in Clarks Grove. Teams took part in 
informal bean bag competition, 
bounce houses were set up for chil-
dren; raffles, door prizes and free pop-
corn were offered. 

Bennett Schlaak organized the 
event on behalf of Farm Bureau Fi-
nancial Services and the organiza-
tion’s county federation. Schlaak 
explained members of the Bureau can 
acquire their insurance through the or-
ganization. Regarding the June 14 
gathering, he said, “For this event, 

Bruce Nielsen, owner of the bar, who 
I’ve known for some time, let us set 
up here at the Pour House. The Bu-
reau provided the bean bag boards and 
the prizes.” There were Farm Bureau 
shirts and hats. Schlaak’s brother, 
Alex Schlaak of Legend Woodcrafts, 
provided a custom American flag 
themed bean bag toss set. There were 
also numerous door prizes valued at 
over $250 and a raffle contest. There 
were blow-up bounce houses for chil-
dren and a mountain of popcorn. 
Adults were encouraged to acquire 
their own beverages inside at the bar. 

The Pour House in 
Clarks Grove holds 
Bean Bag Tournament

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Clarks Grove Historical Soci-
ety met on the evening of June 12. 
Karter Sletten, guest speaker and 
employee for Sorenson’s Appliance 
& TV, was also there to discuss So-
renson’s history. Kathy Carlsen too 
was present with an authentic televi-
sion tube repair kit from the 1960s 
and 70s used by her father Larry 
Carlsen, and untouched since 1973. 

Since Warren Sorenson began his 
business in 1951, Sorenson’s Appli-
ance & TV has been providing 
Geneva Minnesota and the surround-
ing area with quality and service, 
which makes them one of the oldest 
businesses around. There was a So-
renson’s in Albert Lea from 1982-
1986, but that was unsuccessful. 
Although Karter Sletten hasn’t been 

with the company that long, just over 
a year, he has been with them long 
enough to vouch for them: “It’s a 
great company, great people to work 
for.” Sorenson’s is currently led by 
the third generation of the family, the 
grandsons of “Old Man Sorenson,” 
as they call him on their website. 
With eight delivery guys out every 
day and 4-5 service techs and two 
sales reps, plus the owners out sell-
ing, Sletten said, “We’re constantly 
staying busy, constantly on the road 
doing deliveries. Hopefully they’re 
going to be around for a long time.” 

Also present to speak was Denise 
Carlsen McGowan, daughter of Mr. 
Larry Carlsen. And who is Larry 
Carlsen? He was a television repair-
man from 1960 till 1973. When 

Clarks Grove Historical  
Society welcome’s  
Sorenson’s Appliance

Geneva Cancer Run sees nearly 200 participants Saturday

Nearly $300,000  
donated since ‘10

From left: Josh, Jazz, C.J. and Allie Touchton were at the Geneva Cancer Run on Sat-
urday, June 14, 2025, in support of Allie's mother, who passed away in 2016 from 
cancer.                                           Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann

Close to a hundred motorcycles took off from the Geneva Bar and Grill during the 
Geneva Cancer Run on Saturday, June 14, 2025.             Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann

Elizabeth Magyer proudly left her dad, Shaun's, high-five hang-
ing, so she could pose for the camera at the Pour House's Bean 
Bag Tournament in Clarks Grove on Saturday, June 14, 2025.  

      Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann
Bags continued on 5

Denise Carlson McGowan and Sorenson's Appliance and TV employee Karter Sletten were at 
the Clarks Grove Historical Society's monthly meeting on Thursday, June 12, 2025. History continued on 3

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Despite an unusually light 
agenda, the members of the 
Waseca County Board of Com-
missioners faced a heavy issue 
during their June 3 regular meet-
ing. County Court Services direc-
tor Jon Schiro informed board 
members that, due to state-level 
budget cuts, the state department 
of corrections (DOC) has decided 
to stop its practice of coordi-
nating and supervising “sentence 
to serve” projects. 

The sentence to serve (STS) 
program has allowed nonviolent 
offenders who have been con-
victed of a crime to be sentenced 
to provide community service 
labor in lieu of either spending 
time behind bars or paying a fine. 

Schiro explained that LeSueur 
and Waseca counties have oper-
ated a shared STS program under 
which crews frequently consisted 
of STS individuals from both 
counties. Costs of operating the 
crews, including supplies, safety 
gear and equipment, have been 
shared by the two counties and 
the state, with each county cover-
ing about 38 percent while the 
state paid 25 percent and supplied 
an individual to supervise. The 
state also kept an array of equip-
ment, for example trailers, tools, 
rakes, shovels, and even power 
equipment such as log splitters or 
mowers. That equipment was 
shared among STS projects ac-
ross the region, making it pos-
sible for crews to be sent to work 
on an array of different types of 
projects. 

DOC officers also coordinated 
details among the different 
agencies which might be in-
volved, for example, communi-
cating with park personnel about 
when a crew might work on re-
moving buckthorn, then arrang-
ing for the necessary equipment 
and supervision. 

Schiro informed commis-
sioners LeSueur County has 
stated that, without the DOC’s 
participation, it does not intend to 
continue its STS program, leav-
ing Waseca County with a deci-
sion about whether it wishes to 
bear all costs of continuing or to 
end its program as well. 

In response to commissioner 
questions, Schiro shared STS 
crews or individuals have per-
formed tasks such as mowing 

‘Sentenced 
to serve’ 
cuts lead to 
questions

    WASECA COUNTY              
COMMISSIONERS

County continued on 3



I’m going to break up my fun, friv-
olous summer writing for a week, 
sorry. 

I’ve got some feelings that need 
writing about. 

A lot might change between me 
submitting this column and you 
reading it, but the events that saw 
two of our state legislators and their 
spouses shot last weekend really got 
me stirred up. Perhaps you, like me, 
looked at every news update that 
came across your phone, hoping the 
suspect would be caught or checking 
on the status of Senator John Hoff-
man and his wife. 

This is going to be both political 
and not political in one fell swoop. 

Both Representative Melissa Hort-
man and Hoffman were Democrats. 
Hortman and her husband both lost 
their lives. Hoffman and his wife 
look like they’ll come through, and 
the fact that Yvette Hoffman used her 
body to shield their daughter means 
we’ll have three survivors of yet 
another politically-fueled tragedy. 

Other names were allegedly on the 
manifesto found by law enforcement 
in the vehicle of the suspect. All of 
them supposedly belong to Demo-
crats, and the news says they are all 
people who supported abortion 
rights. But to confuse matters, the ve-
hicle also had many “No Kings” 
signs, relating to protests that were 
held last weekend, denouncing Pres-
ident Trump’s activities. 

You should not go into public 
service and have to worry about your 
safety. You are elected at the whim 
of those who vote, and even if your 
choices don’t win, it’s time to let 
them get to work after an election. 
(Really, aren’t most of us about 50% 
on who we vote for winning?) 

Angie Craig and Amy Klobuchar 

have talked about extra security as a 
matter of course. Despite extra secu-
rity for a presidential candidate, 
Donald Trump came within an inch 
of losing his life while on the cam-
paign trail. There are probably many 
threats that are snuffed out long be-
fore anything happens and that we 
never hear about. 

I have a solution. Stop saying 
mean things. Stop exaggerating. Stop 
believing everything you see in your 
algorithm. And this goes to all our 
politicians and all our social media 
mavens. 

Governor Tim Walz should be em-
barrassed by his recent string of 
using profanity to refer to Repub-
licans. He rips Trump and blames ev-
erything wrong with this country on 
the man who won the 2024 election. 
This fires up left-wing people. 

President Donald Trump should be 
embarrassed by the things he has 
been proven to have lied about. He 
does it to fire people up and prod 
them to follow his lead, no matter 
what.  

Both men say (or tweet) things 
without thinking. And this has led us 
to where we are today. We can go 
back to 2011 when U.S. Representa-
tive Gabby Giffords survived an as-
sassination attempt. House leader 
Steve Scalise was shot in 2017. 
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer avoided a kidnapping plot in 

2020. The events of January 6, 2021. 
And the list goes on and on. What’s 
the connecting thread here? 

Social media. Political figures say 
things to get hits and likes online. 
People create memes and GIFs to 
spread these words and often take 
them out of context. This spreads 
worse than the flu in a school that’s 
run out of soap in the bathrooms. 

You don’t get likes if you just talk 
about yourself. You don’t get shares 
if you shake the hand of your oppo-
nent.  

I talked to someone recently about 
the fact that 80% of us are probably 
somewhere in the middle politically. 
For instance, I consider myself a 
Democrat, but I do not believe in ev-
erything the party stands for. I don’t 
think every kid needs free meals at 
school. I don’t think people who are 
in our country illegally should get 
free health care when most of us are 
paying a lot for our own. 

But the person with whom I was 
having the conversation said that 
politicians who don’t bow to the far 
side of their party can’t get nomi-
nated and eventually elected. They 
need that 10% on each side that are 
way off the beaten path that most of 
us trod.  

So that’s where we head as a coun-
try. I could never get elected because 
I think Republicans are right on 
some things, and I’d be willing to ne-

gotiate and come up with solutions, 
similar to what our state legislature 
had to do this year. But I’d want to 
do it no matter who was in power. 
After all, I would represent people on 
both sides of the aisle. If I made ev-
erybody mad, that would probably 
mean I was doing something right. 

Melissa Hortman was the lone 
Democrat to vote for taking away the 
aforementioned health care. That’s 
admirable. Get the work done and 
give a little to get a little.  

Want to stop political violence? 
Stop saying mean things. Stop exag-
gerating. Stop believing everything 
you see in your algorithm. Again, 
this is for both our politicians and all 
of us regular folks.  

A world where Tim Walz says that 
maybe we need to do some cutting of 
government spending and where 
Donald Trump says that those 
teachers are right and we should 
have an educator leading the Depart-
ment of Education. Too much to 
hope for? 

Through all this mess, we should 
be grateful for our law enforcement 
officials who know they put their 
lives on the line every day. They un-
derstand that going in, just like the 
police who were fired upon by the 
suspect. Politicians, and most other 
professions, should not have to 
worry about that. 

Be kind. Stop being angry. We can 
change the world one social media 
post at a time. 

Word of the Week: This week’s 
word is Podsnap, which means a 
smug, self-satisfied person, as in, 
“The political Podsnap was excited 
to see his inflammatory speech had 
gone viral.” Impress your friends and 
confuse your enemies! 
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FenceLines
by Mark Bernard

by Mark Domeier
Contributing Writer

Whatever          Your WaffleFlips

The scurs were holding the 
Weather Eye owner’s manual up-
side down! Once they got it right 
side up, temperatures followed 
suit. Do we continue this warmer 
trend or are we in for more sweat-
shirt weather? Starting Thursday, 
sunny with a good chance of even-
ing showers and thunderstorms. 
Highs in the mid-80’s with lows in 
the low 60’s. Mostly sunny on Fri-
day with a fair chance of evening 
rain. Highs in the low 80’s with 
lows in the upper 60’s. Sunny on 
Saturday with highs in the low 
90’s and lows in the low 70’s. Sun-
day, sunny with a fair chance of 
thunderstorms developing. Highs 
in the upper 80’s with lows in the 
low 70’s. Partly sunny on Monday 
with a good chance of rain devel-
oping. Highs in the low 80’s with 
lows in the upper 50’s. Tuesday, 
mostly cloudy with a good chance 
of thunderstorms. Highs in the low 
70’s with lows in the low 60’s. 
Partly sunny on Wednesday with 
highs in the upper 70’s and lows in 
the low 60’s. A big week in store 
astronomically as we are blessed 
with the summer solstice. The 
north pole has reached its maxi-
mum angle tilted towards the sun 
and produces the longest daylight 
period of the year in the northern 
hemisphere. Enjoy it while we can. 
We lose less than a second of day-
light on the 21st although our sun-
set reaches 9 p.m. CDT. On the 
22nd we lose 4 seconds of day-
light. It’s all downhill from there. 
The normal high for June 20th is 
80 and the normal low is 60. The 
scurs are set to spend the after-
noons lounging by the cement 
pond. 

Crops have taken note of the re-
cent warmer temperatures. Unfor-
tunately so have the weeds, so it’ll 
be a mad dash to get soybean acres 
covered once conditions allow 
ground rigs to venture forth. This 
upcoming week should really 
make things pop. If forecasts are 
correct, there should be some days 
with GDU accumulations in the 
upper 20 range. The best part, as 
alluded to in previous columns, is 
the plants don’t have to wait for 
temperatures to warm as long and 
can get down to business produc-
ing biomass, building the factory 
producing what are hopefully good 
yields. Heavy rainfall in areas may 
have blunted that somewhat as ni-
trogen in ponded areas is subject to 
leaching where nitrate nitrogen is 
moved deeper in the soil profile or 
denitrification, where under anaer-
obic conditions in waterlogged 
soils, nitrate nitrogen is converted 
to molecular nitrogen or nitrous 
oxide and rises back into the at-
mosphere. Fortunately, the areas 
impacted are rather small, but still 
leave a mark for those affected. 

My interest in the weather con-
tinues on a daily basis. Sometimes 
it involves how it relates to plants 
and animals. Sometimes it’s an in-
tangible like the discovery of a ra-
diosonde in an area field. A 
radiosonde is a small instrument 
attached to a weather balloon. 
Somewhere around 76,000 
weather balloons are released an-
nually by NOAA in the United 
States. They can rise to over 
115,000 feet and drift over 180 
miles from the release point. They 
can be exposed to temperatures as 
cold as -90°F and air pressure less 
than one percent of that on the 
earth’s surface. If a unit encounters 
the Jetstream, it can travel at 
speeds over 250 mph. Tempera-
ture, pressure, humidity, winds and 
altitude data are only transmitted 
while the balloon and attached ra-
diosonde are rising.   

Due to the low pressure at high 

altitudes, the hydrogen-filled bal-
loon eventually bursts, and a small 
orange parachute allows it to 
harmlessly float back to earth. By 
the time a radiosonde is found, its 
mission is long since over. This ra-
diosonde was a 2” x 4” Styrofoam 
unit with a wire antenna, a shiny 
circuit strip, a data port, a small 
button and cotton cord where it at-
tached to the weather balloon. The 
words “Harmless Weather Instru-
ment” are printed on the side. One 
can dispose of it properly or keep 
it as a conversation piece. It’s been 
the latter. 

www.weather.gov/upperair/ra-
diosonde. 

Garden woes at the ranch as 
spotty vine crop emergence be-
came worrisome. Too many cool, 
damp, cloudy days have taken 
their toll. It’s difficult to put a 
finger on a single factor. If it’s like 
most things involving plant estab-
lishment and growth, there are 
usually several factors that are in-
tertwined. Anytime the tempera-
tures are reduced, the speed of 
germination and emergence are 
slowed. This allows more time for 
exposure to pathogens and insect 
pests. I suspect both are involved. 
Seed corn maggots feed not only 
on corn but many other seeds. It’s 
not unusual to find very little ev-
idence anything was ever planted, 
which has been the case in this 
year’s garden. They’re also drawn 
to heavily manured areas or areas 
where green, live vegetation has 
been worked into the soil. That 
was also part of the equation just 
prior to planting. Not to fear. There 
was still some time on the clock 
and the threat from soil-borne in-
sect pests should be lessened con-
siderably. Plenty of leftover seed 
to replant. Not my first rodeo. See 
2024. 

Getting closer to weaning ewes 
and lambs. The late lambs con-
found the process as they don’t 
compete well against the larger 
lambs and can use some TLC for 
several weeks longer. Yes, they can 
be separated from the rest of the 
group, but that means having the 
space to do it and extra work pro-
viding room service to a small 
group of animals. While not on a 
par with beef, lambs are worth 
some decent money again after 
some leaner times in the recent 
years. It’s definitely worth the ef-
fort to try to keep them not only 
alive, but thriving if possible. 
Eventually they do get weaned, 
ewes culled, and those kept put out 
to pasture for the summer. That’s 
something else weather-related. 
The strange spring and early 
summer have meant slower pas-
ture growth, the same as many ob-
served on their lawns and first 
cutting hay. 

Poppy had another busy week, 
some of it hiding and cowering 
from the numerous loud thunder-
storms passing through. As she’s 
maturing she’s become more sen-
sitive to them for whatever reason. 
That doesn’t keep her from enjoy-
ing herself in between, however. 
There were little windrows of dog 
hair starting to appear along the 
baseboards, so she had a brushing 
session on Sunday. It’s a little like 
brushing a worm at times but she 
does seem to enjoy it for the most 
part. The best part aside from her 
getting a treat is the removal of 
that fine, insulating undercoat. 
With warmer days predicted, 
there’s no reason for it to be part of 
the dog. Much more comfortable 
napping for Poppy wherever she 
happens to land. 

See you next week…real good 
then.  

Worrisome vine 
crop emergence

Gabriel Crombie, former North-
field police officer, has been 
charged* with one count of felony 
Aiding an Offender and one count of 
gross misdemeanor misconduct of a 
public officer/employee. The charges 
stem from a now-former Northfield 
teacher, Katie Hanson, sending ex-
plicit photographs to high school stu-
dents. The alleged conduct was 
reported to Crombie, who failed to 

follow through with his duty to in-
vestigate, says Waseca County Attor-
ney Rachel Cornelius. 

The Waseca County Attorney’s 
Office is handling the matter involv-
ing Crombie on behalf of the Rice 
County Attorney’s Office to avoid 
any conflicts of interest. Likewise, 
the Steele County Attorney’s Office 
is handling the matter involving Han-
son. The Steele County Attorney’s 

Office has charged Hanson with two 
counts of felony engaging in elec-
tronic communication relating or de-
scribing sexual conduct with child. 

As stated in the criminal com-
plaint, the Northfield Police Depart-
ment was alerted to the conduct of 
Ms. Hanson in December 2024. In-
vestigation revealed the conduct was 
initially reported to Crombie in the 
spring of 2024, but was not thor-

oughly investigated by him. 
A subsequent investigation, which 

included the MN Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension (BCA), revealed the 
alleged criminal conduct. 

Crombie’s first court appearance 
will be scheduled by Rice County 
District Court. 

Former officer charged with felony

Hold on just a minute

A fabulously festive birthday occasion
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
  I’ve got big news for you. 
  Well, I’m glad I’m sitting down. 
  I just painted that chair you’re sit-

ting in. 
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
  I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. The sky 
was as black as blue and as blue as 
black. Then, a beautiful day shoul-
dered its way in. I stood beside my 
father’s grave on what some might 
call a windswept prairie, regretting 
those things I had left unsaid, and my 
questions that went unasked. I 
thought there’d be more time. Then, 
I heard a western meadowlark call 
from a pastureland near the ceme-
tery. It brought precious memories of 
my wonderful father, the farmer, and 
of our many talks. I know the bird 
was proclaiming territory, but some-
times, a bird sings when I need to 
hear it. 

THE CAFE CHRONICLES 
  “Close the door before you let the 

flies out,” said the friendly waitress 
at the Eat Around It Cafe. A place to 
find common ground. 

  I closed the door and sat down 
next to a friend who wears sus-
penders because he claims to have 
worked his rear end off and is fond 
of saying, “If you can’t find the 
needle, buy the haystack.” 

  “How’s the special today?” I 
asked the waitress. 

  “How nice of you to ask. It’s feel-
ing much better, thank you,” she said 
with a smile. 

I’VE LEARNED 
  Traditions are often peer pressure 

from people you didn’t know. 
  I visited Big Tom in Frazee, Min-

nesota. The 20- to 22-foot-tall, 
5,000-pound symbol of the "Turkey 
Capital of the World" is a monument 
to the world’s largest turkey. 

  Maybe they shouldn’t put “Wet 
floor” signs in a men’s restroom. 

  You’re getting old if you write the 
wrong century on a check. 

  I saw a guy in Starbucks who 
wasn’t using a phone, tablet or com-
puter. He was just drinking coffee. It 
takes all kinds. 

  It should be against the law for a 
pedestrian to cross a street while 
looking at a cellphone. 

  I visited the Congress Avenue 
Bridge spanning the Lady Bird Lake 
in Austin, Texas. Austin is home to 
979,882 people, 53,082 University 
of Texas students and 1.5 million 
Mexican free-tailed bats that hang 
out at that bridge in the summer and 
fall, forming billowing clouds at 
dusk when they head out to feed. 

  I ran a jackhammer for a step 
company one summer. It broke new 
ground for me. 

BAD JOKES DEPARTMENT 
  A snake walked into a bar. “How 

did you do that?” said the bartender. 
  Barbers can’t cut hair any longer. 
  If you have three cats, two dogs, 

a pet chicken and a hamster, how 
many legs do you have? Two. 

  My neighbor is doing lunges to 
stay in shape. That’s a big step for-
ward. 

  My cousin got fired from his job 
at the ice cream shop because he re-
fused to work on sundaes. 

IN LOCAL NEWS 
  Happy 100th birthday to Doris 

Beckmann of New Richland. Her 
party was a fabulously festive occa-
sion. 

NATURE NOTES 
  There are three lagomorph 

species in the state. One rabbit and 
two hares. Hares are born well-furred 

with eyes open, and move around 
shortly after birth, whereas rabbit 
babies are born blind, hairless and 
helpless. The eastern cottontail is the 
rabbit we commonly see. The white-
tailed jackrabbit is a hare with excep-
tionally long ears and 2 feet long and 
weighing 6 to 10 pounds. When sur-
prised, it bounds off like a kangaroo. 
When frightened, it speeds away at 
up to 40 mph. It can leap 10 feet at a 
time. The snowshoe hare is slightly 
larger than the cottontail rabbit and 
can reach speeds of 30 mph and 
jump 12 feet in a single bound. Its 
coat is brown in summer and white 
in the winter, earning it the nickname 
varying hare. Snowshoe hares live in 

the upper half of the state, where 
they’re typically found in young for-
ests, dense woodlands, thickets, and 
forest bogs and swamps. They’re 
about 20 inches long and weigh 3 
pounds. The snowshoe hare's food 
changes with the seasons. In 
summer, it feeds on grasses, berries, 
wildflowers, clover and other green 
vegetation. In winter, it eats bark, 
twigs and evergreen needles. The 
snowshoe hare roams a 7- to 17-acre 
home range. An acre is slightly 
smaller than a football field. 

  Black flies, also called buffalo 
gnats, are encountered around the 
running water of streams and rivers. 
The black fly season in Minnesota 
typically runs from late May through 
October, with peak activity in late 
May and June. I’ve endured their 
painful bites from the North Shore to 
the BWCA to the Minnesota River 
Valley and along the Mississippi 
River. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  The world abounds with kind 

people. If you can’t find one, be one.

Compostings
by Al Batt
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Local public health is urging par-
ents and caregivers to stay informed 
and act as measles cases continue to 
rise across the United States with 14 
outbreaks and over 1,000 cases re-
ported in 2025. Awareness and pre-
vention are more important than 
ever, especially for families with 
young children. 

Measles is a serious and highly 
contagious disease caused by a virus 
that spreads through the air when an 
infected person coughs or sneezes. 
The virus can linger in the air for up 
to two hours, making it extremely 
easy to catch. In fact, 9 out of 10 un-
vaccinated people exposed to 
measles will be infected. 

Why Measles Is a Concern 
Measles can be dangerous, espe-

cially for babies and young children. 
Complications include pneumonia, 
brain swelling (encephalitis), and 
even death. 

The disease begins with high fever 
(up to 104°F), cough, runny nose, 
and red or watery eyes, followed by 
a rash that typically appears 3 to 5 
days after initial symptoms. 

“Prevention and early care are 
key,” said Leah Frederick, Le Sueur 
Family Health Supervisor. “Vaccina-
tion remains the best defense, and 
parents should know the symptoms 
and act quickly if their child is ill,” 
said Sam Holicky, Waseca Public 
Health Supervisor. 

How to Protect Your Family 

Get vaccinated: The MMR 
(measles, mumps, and rubella) vac-
cine is safe and highly effective. 

Check vaccination status: Speak 
with your healthcare provider if un-
vaccinated or unsure. 

Seek care quickly: Get immediate 
medical attention. Do not wait. 

When to Go to the Emergency De-
partment 

Difficulty breathing Seizures 
Unresponsiveness or severe con-

fusion Severe rash or persistent high 
fever 

Early treatment can prevent life-
threatening complications and help 
stop the spread to others. For more 
information about measles and the 
MMR vaccine, visit the CDC web-
site. 

     NEW RICHLAND
      CITY COUNCIL

Council 
member  
criticizes 
police  
department

By AMELIA ROESSLER 
Editorial Assistant 

An audit presentation and a 
discussion about golf carts were 
the hot button topics at the reg-
ular New Richland city council 
meeting June 9. 

Tom Olinger of the account-
ing firm Abdo, Eick & Meyers 
presented an overview of the 
2024 audit to the council. His 
presentation included showing 
similarities to past budget years; 
he also reported that an issue 
discovered from last year re-
garding sales tax remittance was 
resolved in this year’s finances. 

Olinger said the overall gen-
eral fund budget, which is 
usually 50%, has increased to 
62% this year. “Good to have 
that continue to grow,” he said. 

For revenues, Olinger said the 
general fund had a net increase 
of $173,000. The revenues were 
over budget, but the expendi-
tures were under budget. 

The overall trend in taxes de-
creased slightly from the pre-
vious year and the general fund 
expenditures were flat from pre-
vious years. 

The capital improvement 
fund did have an increase re-
lated to contribution and prop-
erty tax. The net service fund 
stands at $225,000. 

The water fund saw cash flow 
in, while the sewer fund saw a 
negative. Nursing home opera-
tions stayed the same and cash 
has been flowing in Cedar Point, 
with $86,000 in that fund. 

Olinger said there was an 
overall increase in cash funds of 
about $300,000 in the last year. 

Tax rates kept pretty flat, with 
not a lot of change in market 
value. Olinger said this is in line 
with Waseca County. He also 
said to keep in mind capital 
needs and to keep investing 
back into the city. 

Citizen Gail Schmidt pre-
sented questions and concerns 
regarding the use of golf carts in 
town. She said the space along 
the south side of the waterway 
has long been used by drivers of 
small vehicles as a path to 
Casey’s or The Willows. She 
went on to say she is confused 
by a recent announcement from 
the police department that the 
space is private property and 
should not be used by public 
traffic. Schmidt said she has 
been using the trail for 20 years 
and sees no reason why the 
practice should be changed. 

Schmidt presented a doc-
ument with signatures from all 
property owners but one, saying 
they agree to let the path be 
used. Liability concerns and 
whether an ordinance or ease-
ment would help the situation 
were raised by council 
members. 

Councilmember Josh Warke 
circled back to the golf cart con-
versation at the end of the meet-
ing, saying, “It’s starting to 
make me think that our police 
force gets to do whatever the 
hell they want.” That conver-
sation was continued during the 
closed session of the meeting. 

During the meeting, Shannon 
Sweeney also presented the res-
olution providing for the issu-
ance and sale of general 
obligation improvement and 
utility bonds. He said five bids 
were received, with Northland 
Security being the low and de-
sirable bid. The resolution was 
moved and approved. 

Reports were given by Sarah 
Sundve for the ambulance, Shell 
Johnson for the people service 
report, the fire department, and 
Chief of Police Tanyce 
Bruegger. 

Bruegger said there were 137 
calls, 32 traffic stops, 29 ordi-
nance violations, 39 directed pa-
trols and lock checks and 16 
assists of other agencies during 
May. She also reminded the 
council and public that grass 
should be no more than six 
inches tall and not to blow clip-
pings into the roadway. 

Council continued on 10

grass on “forfeited” property, splitting 
wood at Courthouse Park, and provid-
ing assistance at the county recycling 
center. Schiro mentioned work done 
by STS individuals has reduced 
county costs by providing unpaid 
labor which would otherwise have re-
quired staff time. In some cases, in-
cluding highway roadside cleanup, it 
has allowed work to be completed 
which would otherwise have gone un-
done. 

Because the DOC has been in 
charge of coordinating work crews, 
he told commissioners he could not 
immediately answer some of their 
questions about numbers, overall 
costs, and time commitment, but 
promised to communicate with the 
DOC to acquire the information. 

County attorney Rachel Cornelius, 
who was present at the meeting, re-
sponded to commissioner questions, 
saying her office would lose impor-
tant options if the STS program did 
not exist. She mentioned her staff 
frequently recommends community 
service for offenders who might fall 
under negative influences if incarcer-
ated. She said the drug court program 
also uses STS as a consequence when 
participants fail to follow through on 
commitments. 

After roughly 30 minutes of discus-
sion, board members tabled the topic 
to their next scheduled meeting with 
the intent of allowing Schiro to gather 
more information. 

Also within the court services 
budget, Schiro recommended that 
Nicole Grams, who already works for 
the court services department coordi-
nating the drug court program, be 
given the duty of “local collaborative 
coordinator” for a state-funded initia-
tive, the Waseca County Collabo-
rative for Families. 

The purpose of the program, ac-
cording to state documents, is to find 
reliable, innovative ways to use com-
munity resources to support families 
and children with special needs. It is 
meant to help families navigate 
through the process of finding re-
sources, including mental health care. 

The board, which is expected to re-
quire between seven and 10 hours a 
week, approved assigning those 
duties to Grams. It is anticipated that 
the state program will fund the appro-
priate portion of her salary, nearly 
$27,000 a year. 

During the public comment portion 
of the meeting, board members were 
addressed by Waseca resident Chris 
Alyward, 20, whose hobby surrounds 
the installation, use and construction 
of sirens–including those used within 
Waseca County to warn residents of 
incorporated communities that they 
are under a “tornado warning,” a bul-
letin issued by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) that either a tornado has 

been sighted within their area, or that 
conditions are conducive to devel-
oping a tornado. 

Alyward volunteered, if desired, to 
work with the county toward updating 
certain elements of the siren system, 
so that it does not need to include a 
human element. Rather than the 
county dispatch center receiving in-
formation from NOAA, then using 
that to determine which sirens within 
the county need to be activated, the 
weather administration’s signal could 
be used to automatically activate the 
appropriate units. 

He described two incidents within 
the past nine months when sirens 
were not activated in a timely manner, 
and stated he wanted both to see that 
the public receive warnings in a more 
timely fashion, and that the county is 
protected from potential lawsuits if 
any future time lapses should occur. 
Thanks to recommendations from 
commissioners, Alyward held conver-
sations with county officials later in 
the day. 

■ County 
 from Page 1

McGowan was asked what year he 
was done repairing televisions, she 
replied, “You know, I don’t know.” 
The year was learned by going 
through Mr. Carlsen’s repair kit. Ev-

erything in the kit stopped at the year 
1973, his instruction manual, the 
manufacture dates on the tubes, the 
boxes holding the tubes. All signs 
pointed to 1973, “When,” said 
McGowan, “my dad told me, 'That’s 
when they started with those throw-
away TV’s.' He said no one wanted 
their TV’s fixed after that because it 
was cheaper to buy a new one.” 
Which led Mr. Carlsen to find other 
work and put his repair kit on a back 

shelf long enough for his daughter to 
find it, completely untouched, over 
50 years later. It opened up like an 
old tackle box, the man was very or-
ganized. 

After the talk, Margaret and Ray 
provided strawberries and shortcake. 
In addition to the museum, the 
Clarks Grove Area Heritage Society 
hosts a variety of events throughout 
the year, including historical tours, 
lectures, and workshops. The society 

also publishes a quarterly newsletter 
that shares information about up-
coming events and provides updates 
on the society's activities. Next 
month is the Museum’s 10th Anni-
versary, where there will be a per-
formance by the “Singing Cowgirl” 
at 6 p.m. July 10. There will be free 
cookies and drawings for member-
ships and a copy of the book, “His-
tory of Clarks Grove.” Remember to 
bring your own chair for the show. 

■ History 
 from Page 1

By AMELIA ROESSLER 
Editorial Assistant 

Doris Beckmann of New Richland 
marked birthday number 100 on Sat-
urday during a celebration with 
family and friends. 

Born June 12, 1925, Beckmann 
grew up in Waseca County and went 
to school in Freeborn, graduating in 
1942. Although she is now 100, 
Beckmann said she still feels 99. 

The trick to living so long? 
“The kids would say I eat ice 

cream a lot.” 
Despite her five daughters believ-

ing ice cream is the trick to staying 
young, Beckmann claims her love 
for plain vanilla ice cream and its 
frequent consumption only started 
the last couple of years. 

Sitting in front of her birthday 
banner in a packed garage of family 

and friends, Beckmann was the light 
of the party, laughing and smiling as 
the line of people moved through to 
wish her happy birthday and talk as 
old friends. 

“They said I can’t move from 
here,” Beckmann laughed. 

Beckmann’s five daughters, Char-
lene Chevalier, Valerie Giles, Kayla 
Root, Eileen Borchert and Joleen 
Oterson and their families were all 
present to celebrate. 

“It’s a blessing,” Giles said, “that 
she still remembers.” 

After high school, Beckmann said 
she babysat and did other things be-
fore being married in 1945 to Her-
bert Beckmann when she was 19. 
Two weeks after their marriage, Her-
bert left to fight in World War II. 

When he returned, the couple 
spent a lot of time farming and help-

ing to build and manage the Ameri-
can Legion in New Richland. Doris 
and Herbert were together 65 years 
before he died in 2010 of 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 

“She always worked so hard for us 
five girls. Out on the farm and gar-
dens, she worked hard all her life,” 
Giles said. 

Beckmann now has 15 grandchil-
dren, 24 great-grandchildren and 3 
great-great-grandchildren. 

A few of her grandkids compiled 
a list for her birthday party titled, 
“What has Grandma Doris lived 
through?” Some things on that list 
include the Great Migration, mass 
automobile manufacturing, the adop-
tion of the National Anthem, the first 
federal minimum wage of 25 cents 
and the creation of the United Na-
tions. She has lived through five 

British monarchs, nine popes and 17 
presidents. 

Beckmann’s grandson Ryan Giles 
named two prominent aspects of 
Grandma Doris’s character: she will 
always speak her mind and never 
forgets a family member’s birthday, 
no matter who it is. 

“She doesn’t forget a birthday. A 
$5 bill in the card. I don’t remember 
my cousins’ birthdays, but she’s got 
all those down. She never forgets,” 
Ryan Giles said. 

Beckmann now lives in Royal 
Villa in New Richland; she continues 
to cook for herself and bake. 

“Could never go to her house 
without treats. She still does her bak-
ing,” Ryan Giles said. 

Happy Birthday, Doris Beckmann. 

By AMELIA ROESSLER 
Editorial Assistant 

During their regular meeting 
on June 12, members of the El-
lendale city council reviewed and 
refused a permit to place a 150-
foot utility pole on property 
owned by Daniel Petsinger of 
Radio Link Internet. Council 
members voiced concerns about 
the safety of having such a tall 
pole in a residential area. Pet-
singer was allowed to speak, 
voicing a claim that previous, 
similar projects had been granted 
approval after receiving much 
less scrutiny. He said the pro-
posed pole would not be a danger 
because no homes or structures 
are close enough to be at risk. 

Council members reached a 
consensus that it is legal to keep 
chickens within city limits. Up to 
six hens are allowed, but no 
roosters. 

A number of concerned cit-
izens talked during the public 
comment period at the regular El-
lendale city council meeting 
Thursday, June 12. One attendee 
voiced concerns about the new 
apartment complex and whether 
it was “going to get started any-
time in my lifetime.” He also of-
fered the opinion that, if the 
apartments did not have garages 
available, very few people would 
be interested in leasing them. 

Another attendee claimed the 
council lied to the public about 
previous correspondence with 
Jaguar and that the council did 
not handle the violation com-
plaint appropriately. He criticized 
the council for a lack of transpar-
ency. 

A different citizen asked 
whether more should be done in 
enforcing ordinances. She sug-
gested possible changes, includ-
ing a citizen committee, someone 
assigned to the ordinances and 
increased penalties. 

During administrative reports, 
Fire Chief Logan Busho gave an 
update on the tanker being sup-
plied by the company Osco; he 
stated work is progressing, but it 
will be a month before the tanker 
is ready. Busho also reported the 
department’s funding is under 
control right now with a good 
balance. A temporary liquor li-
cense was granted to the fire de-
partment for Ellendale Days in 
two weeks. 

Maintenance department up-
dates included repairs in service 
line leaks at 4th Avenue, although 
Maintenance Supervisor Josh 
Otto informed the council that a 
driveway apron was damaged in 
the process and gave a new quote 
to the council to approve. 

Council members brought up 
concerns about funding street im-
provements, including for the 
Crown Ridge subdivision. The 
council discussed budgeting 
more next year for roads in order 
to carry out some of the projects. 

As for updates from the City 
Trails and Parks Committee, pic-
nic tables were received, assem-
bled and placed. Vibrant Youth 
Group completed their work in 
the city park painting the pavil-
ion. Tree removal went well, ac-
cording to council member Joel 
Meyer. The fire department do-
nated $2,600 for the park to take 
half the trees down this year at 
$400 a tree, most of them being 
walnut. 

Ash Borer treatment remains a 
discussion as 20 trees in the park 
were ash. While Meyer said 
some aren’t worth treating, the 
parks department will seek 
quotes for treating infected trees 
through injection. 

Codification was also dis-
cussed at the meeting, with up-
dates about certain properties, 
violations and administrative ci-
tations. 

Unfinished business discussed 
included the need of repair for the 
Ellendale Welcome Sign, which 
is sinking on the south side. The 
council will wait a year and put 
the repair in next year’s budget. 

In new business, the council 
approved the payment of $400 
for a DJ for the Ellendale Days 
Youth Dance. 

The Steele Heights ground-
breaking ceremony is set for 
Thursday, June 26 at 11 a.m. 

The council also reminded the 
public that fall cleanup is Sept. 
13 from 9 to 12 p.m. 

Chickens 
are allowed 
in Ellendale

    ELLENDALE                        
CITY COUNCIL

ONLY A NUMBER - Doris Beckmann (front) was surrounded by friends and family to celebrate her birthday. In the back, from left 
to right are Beckmann’s five daughters, Charlene Chevalier, Valerie Giles, Kayla Root, Eileen Borchert and Joleen Oterson. 

Pioneer photo by Amelia Roessler

Beckmann celebrates century mark

Measles in our area: what parents need to know to protect



Cheryl Howell 
Cheryl Ann Howell, age 75, 

passed away peacefully in her 
home on June 9, 2025, surrounded 
by her family. She was a loving 
mother, grandmother, and friend 
who will be deeply missed by all 
who had the privilege of knowing 
her. A funeral service will be held 
at the Ellendale Methodist Church 
in Ellendale, MN on Saturday, 
June 14 at 1 p.m. Reverend Randy 
Cirksena will be officiating. Visi-
tation will be held two hours prior 
to the service at the church. 

Cheryl was born on January 27, 
1950 in Owatonna, MN to Forrest 
and Elvira (Werner) Howell. She 
grew up in rural Ellendale and 
graduated from Ellendale High 
School. After high school, she at-
tended Albert Lea Community 
College and graduated with a 
Nursing degree. She worked at 
Owatonna Hospital as an RN until 
she retired. 

She was a generous supporter of 
numerous local charities. In her 
free time, she enjoyed all types of 
fishing, especially ice fishing, 
along with motorcycling, garden-
ing, woodworking, and birdwatch-
ing. Above all, she cherished 

spending time with her family. 
Cheryl is survived by her son, 

Eric (LeAnn) Knudson; daughter, 
Kiersten (Joshua) Cornelius; 
grandchildren, Dustin (Tiara) Es-
plan, Alyssa (Carson) Field, Paige 
Knudson, Madison Knudson; great 
granddaughter, Adaline Esplan; 
great grandson, Julian Field; 
brother, Larry (Elaine) Howell. 

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Forrest and Elvira Howell; 
grandparents, Cellie and Wava 
Howell. 

Cheryl Howell

O B I T U A R I E S
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 ❉ New in 2022, one-level facility
 ❉ On-site crematory
 ❉ Pre-need insurance agent

 ❉ Dedicated staff including  
two full-time morticians 

 ❉ everything you need!

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

Despite an unusually light agenda, 
the members of the Waseca County 
Board of Commissioners faced a 
heavy issue during their June 3 reg-
ular meeting. County Court Services 
director Jon Schiro informed board 
members that, due to state-level 
budget cuts, the state department of 
corrections (DOC) has decided to 
stop its practice of coordinating and 
supervising “sentence to serve” proj-
ects. 

The sentence to serve (STS) pro-
gram has allowed non-violent of-
fenders who have been convicted of 
a crime to be sentenced to provide 
community service labor in lieu of 
either spending time behind bars or 
paying a fine. 

Schiro explained LeSueur and 
Waseca counties have operated a 
shared STS program under which 
crews frequently consisted of STS 
individuals from both counties. Costs 
of operating the crews–including 
supplies, safety gear and equipment–
have been shared by the two counties 
and the state, with each county cov-
ering about 38 percent while the state 
paid 25 percent and supplied an in-
dividual to supervise. The state also 
kept an array of equipment–for ex-
ample trailers, tools, rakes, shovels, 
and even power equipment such as 
log splitters or mowers. That equip-
ment was shared among STS proj-
ects across the region, making it 
possible for crews to be sent to work 
on an array of different types of proj-
ects. 

DOC officers also coordinated de-
tails among the different agencies 
which might be involved–for exam-
ple, communicating with park per-
sonnel about when a crew might 
come work on removing buckthorn, 
then arranging for the necessary 
equipment and supervision. 

Schiro informed commissioners 
LeSueur County has stated that, 
without the DOC’s participation, it 
does not intend to continue its STS 
program, leaving Waseca County 
with a decision about whether it 
wishes to bear all costs of continuing 
or to end its program as well. 

In response to commissioner ques-
tions, Schiro shared STS crews or in-
dividuals have performed tasks such 
as mowing grass on “forfeited” prop-
erty, splitting wood at Courthouse 
Park, and providing assistance at the 
county recycling center. Schiro men-
tioned work done by STS individuals 
has reduced county costs by provid-
ing unpaid labor which would other-
wise have required staff time. In 
some cases, including highway road-
side cleanup, it has allowed work to 
be completed which would otherwise 
have gone undone. 

Because the DOC has been in 
charge of coordinating work crews, 
he told commissioners he could not 
immediately answer some of their 
questions about numbers, overall 
costs, and time commitment, but 
promised to communicate with the 
DOC to acquire the information. 

County attorney Rachel Cornelius, 
who was present at the meeting, re-
sponded to commissioner questions 

saying her office would lose impor-
tant options if the STS program did 
not exist. She mentioned her staff 
frequently recommends community 
service for offenders who might fall 
under negative influences if incarcer-
ated.  She said the drug court pro-
gram also uses STS as a consequence 
when participants fail to follow 
through on commitments. 

After roughly 30 minutes of dis-
cussion, board members tabled the 
topic to their next scheduled meeting 
with the intent of allowing Schiro to 
gather more information. 

Also within the court services 
budget, Schiro recommended Nicole 
Grams, who already works for the 
court services department coordi-
nating the drug court program, be 
given the duty of “local collaborative 
coordinator” for a state-funded ini-
tiative, the Waseca County Collabo-
rative for Families. 

The purpose of the program, ac-
cording to state documents, is to find 
reliable, innovative ways to use com-
munity resources to support families 
and children with special needs. It is 
meant to help families navigate 
through the process of finding re-
sources, including mental health 
care. 

The board approved assigning 
those duties, expected to require be-
tween seven and 10 hours a week, to 
Grams. It is anticipated the state pro-
gram will fund the appropriate por-

tion of her salary, nearly $27,000 a 
year. 

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, board members 
were addressed by Waseca resident 
Chris Alyward, 20, whose hobby sur-
rounds the installation, use and con-
struction of sirens–including those 
used within Waseca County to warn 
residents of incorporated com-
munities they are under a “tornado 
warning,” a bulletin issued by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) that either a 
tornado has been sighted within their 
area, or that conditions are conducive 
to developing a tornado. 

Alyward volunteered, if desired, to 
work with the county toward updat-
ing certain elements of the siren sys-
tem so that it does not need to 
include a human element. Rather 
than the county dispatch center re-
ceiving information from NOAA, 
then using that to determine which 
sirens within the county need to be 
activated, the weather administra-
tion’s signal could be used to auto-
matically activate the appropriate 
units. 

He described two incidents within 
the past nine months when sirens 
were not activated in a timely 
manner, and stated he wanted both to 
see the public receive warnings in a 
more timely fashion, and to protect 
the county from potential lawsuits if 
any future time lapses should occur. 
Thanks to recommendations from 
commissioners, Alyward held con-
versations with county officials later 
in the day. 

Compiled by BRENDA DOKKEN (6/12/25) 
Barber in Geneva 

This photo of Harold Benson taken in 1930 when he was 25 years old. He is pictured in his Geneva barber shop with his customer 
Malcom Lonigan. Hair cuts were 30 cents each. Any additions or corrections please contact, Barb Mrotz at 507-688-2257 or Brenda 
Dokken, 507-402-0336 (6/12/25)

HERITAGE BITS

JUNE SPECIALS!
Prices good through June 30th, 2025

or while supplies last

We are a certified organic handler & processor, proud to offer one of the largest selections 
of organic farm seed in the country! Albert Lea Seed, Viking, & Blue River products are 
now all conveniently available under one roof! We offer organic seed for the whole farm: 
corn & soybeans, cover crops, forages, small grains, conservation, & more! 

1414 W. Main Street, Albert Lea, MN 56007 • M-F 8-5, Sat 8-12
800-352-5247 • seedhouse@alseed.com

PLANT SALE! 
ALL ANNUALS

25% Off!
4” Vegetable Plants

5” Annuals & Climbers
4 Pack Flowers

4 Pack Vegetables
4” Herbs

Seed Potatoes & 
Onion Sets

Closeout Sale
50% Off 

While Supplies Last!

Audubon Apple
Hummingbird 

Feeder
Regularly ...........$20.99
SALE price .... $15.00

All Treleaf Plant 
Supports

Regularly
$28.99 - $39.99

30% off

Shirley Sibilrud 
Shirley Ann Farrow Sibilrud 
February 25, 1930 – April 16, 

2025 
Shirley Ann Farrow Sibilrud, 95, 

of Hartland, Minnesota and Ta-
vares, Florida passed away on 
April 16, 2025. Though her pass-
ing was unexpected, her life was a 
long, vibrant journey marked by 
love, laughter, and quiet strength. 

Born in Elmore, Minnesota on 
February 25, 1930, Shirley was 
raised in the greater Hartland area 
and made it her lifelong home, 
aside from extensive winter re-
treats to Texas and Florida. 

She attended 1st grade at Kiester 
Country School, later Hartland 
Elementary, and graduated from 
Freeborn High School. She treas-
ured her lifelong friendships, espe-
cially her cherished “Birthday 
Club,” a group of school friends 
who remained close for nearly a 
century. 

At just six years old, Shirley met 
Kenneth Sibilrud in grade 
school—he was ten. Their child-
hood friendship turned into a love 
story. They married on January 23, 
1949 at Hartland Lutheran Church 
and shared a partnership filled with 
devotion, ballroom dancing, com-
munity engagement, Bible studies, 
and Entrepreneurship. 

After Kenny’s return from serv-
ing in World War II, they became 
operators/owners of the family 
grocery store Sibilrud Cardinal in 
Hartland, which became a beloved 
local gathering place for more than 
three decades. Shirley was the 
steady and selfless backbone of the 
business, all while raising three 
rowdy sons. 

Shirley saw the good in every-
one and lived with unwavering 
compassion and quiet courage, 
even after losing Kenny far too 
young; she became a widow at the 
age of 58. 

In 2024 her youngest son Rob 
succumbed to Muscular Dystro-
phy. Shirley was caregiver extraor-
dinaire to many others, including 
her own parents and many precious 
family and friends. 

Before marriage Shirley at-
tended the Minneapolis School of 
Business, a women’s college affil-
iated with the University of Min-
nesota, and worked as a secretary 
for Midway Motor Company. She 
later went on to travel extensively, 
peel loads of potatoes, play many 
games of cards, and embrace life’s 

adventures with a steady heart and 
curious spirit. 

Shirley was truly an Earth 
Angel—gracious, wise, and end-
lessly kind. She had a dry sense of 
humor, always ready with a know-
ing smile or a quick laugh. She 
made those around her feel seen, 
valued, and loved. 

She is survived by her sons, Tim 
Sibilrud and Terry Sibilrud; daugh-
ters-in-law Jean Sibilrud of Ta-
vares, FL, and Judy Sibilrud of 
Hartland, MN. Her legacy con-
tinues through her grandchildren: 
Grant Sibilrud (and his children 
Corbin, Carlee, and Carson) of 
Windermere, FL; Tyra Stapleton 
(husband Matt, and daughters Nora 
and Lyla) of Wisconsin; and Anna 
Sibilrud-Willis (husband Mike, 
and children Isaac and Sienna) of 
Tavares, FL. 

She is also lovingly remembered 
by nieces and nephews: Marshane 
Lindstrom (Erik), Cheryl Weber 
(Jessica and Mason), Lori Farrow 
(Samantha and Max), Leon Farrow 
(Allison), Larry Farrow (Louis 
Farrow), and John Mork and Ann 
(Kristina, Josh, and Michael). 

She was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband Kenneth; her 
parents, Louis and Anna Farrow; 
her brother Lerald Farrow; sister-
in-law LaFaye Farrow, her daugh-
ter-in-law Beth Sibilrud; and her 
son Robert Sibilrud. 

Shirley’s life was a masterclass 
in quiet resilience, generous love, 
and timeless grace. Her spirit lives 
on in every laugh she sparked, 
every heart she warmed, and every 
life she touched. 

A celebration of Shirley’s life 
will be held at Cross of Glory Lu-
theran Church in Hartland, MN 
on Thursday, July 17 at 2 p.m. 

Shirley Sibilrud
      WASECA COUNTY              

COMMISSIONERS

State cuts to “sentenced to serve” 
lead to big questions for county 



Two locals, Shaun and Virginia 
Magyer, brought their kids Elizabeth 
and Lilian, who were enjoying them-
selves energetically in the bounce 
house. Said Shaun, “I hope the kids 
are tired tonight.” 

Schlaak’s hope is, “This is aimed at 
young farmers and ranchers; we want 
them to meet other like-minded 

people. The bounce house is to attract 
kids. With TV the way it is today, it’s 
a magnet pulling kids away from their 
hometowns. If we can stop just one 
today, then it was worth it.” 

Schlaak was hoping for a hundred 
people, but said he understood that, 
with the recent rain, “Farmers are 
really busy today playing catch-up in 
the fields, so I get it if they can’t 
come.” 

More information about the Farm 
Bureau and its programs is available 
from Bennett Schlaak at 507-465-
0170. 

■ Bags 
 from Page 1
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gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential
New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 ⧈ Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 ⧈ Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 ⧈ Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 ⧈ All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 ⧈ Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 ⧈ CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC
Building Contractor #BC793885“Footings“Footings

to to Finish”Finish”$59.99
for full synthetic
with a tire rotation

Marthaler Honda 
of Albert Lea

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts

CheapestCheapest
oil change oil change 
special in special in 

town!town!

507-373-2341
2114 E Main St
Albert Lea, MN
marthalerhonda.com

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr 
NE, Rochester, MN 

55906

Mankato
(507) 720-0250

287 St Andrews Dr 
#100, Mankato, MN 

56001

Blooming 
Prairie

(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E, 

Blooming Prairie, 
MN 55917

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage 

Rd, Owatonna, MN 
55060

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave 
N, New Richland, 

MN 56072

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

Farmamerica 
will host the 
world’s largest 
U.S. flag kite 

Farmamerica, Waseca Sleigh 
and Cutter, and Great American 
Kites and Events, are thrilled to 
invite the community to a free, 
family friendly kite festival on 
July 5 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Farmamerica, located just 5 
miles west of Waseca. 

The sky will come alive with 
color, movement, and awe as 
“Old Glory,” the world’s largest 
U.S. flag kite, weighing nearly 
600 pounds, takes to the air in 
scheduled flights at 12 p.m., 2 
p.m., and 4 p.m. All flight times 
are weather and wind dependent. 
If conditions are not favorable, a 
full lineup of other giant show 
kites will continue. 

Event Highlights Include: 
Children’s activities hosted by 

Great American Kites and 
Events. 

Interactive Family Kite Flying 
Area- Guests are invited to bring 
their own kites and enjoy the 
open sky! 

Kite Store- A mobile onsite 
kite retail store offering many 
different kite products. 

Meet the Kite Flyers- Snap a 
selfie and learn about the amaz-
ing kites on display. 

Food Trucks and Vendors- 
Grab a bite and enjoy your day 
outdoors. 

Entertainment- The Marv Nis-

sel Band will be playing on Far-
mamerica’s back patio. 

After enjoying the kites, guests 
are encouraged to take a hands-
on journey through Minnesota’s 
rich agricultural history. Explore 
the authentic 1850s homestead, 
ring the bell at the historic one-
room schoolhouse, visit friendly 
farm animals, and peek into the 
blacksmith shop. Discover how 
agriculture has evolved from the 
1800s to today and how it con-
tinues to shape our daily lives. 

Whether you’re coming for the 
kites, the history, or a day of out-
door fun, this free event promises 
something for everyone in the 
family. 

For more information, visit 
farmamerica.org/events, or check 
out the event on the Farmamerica 
Facebook page. 

Farmamerica is a nonprofit ag-
ricultural interpretive center that 
connects people with the evolv-
ing story of agriculture through 
educational hands-on experi-
ences like historic farm tours, 
day camps, and family-friendly 
events, partnerships, and com-
munity engagement. The 360-
acre Farmamerica site is located 
right off Highway 14 on County 
Road 2, west of Waseca, MN. 

We have recently purchased Security Insurance Agency 

in Ellendale, and are committed to providing you the 

unparalleled service and advice you’re used to!

Call us for your home & auto quotes!
Albert Lea: (507)-377-2000
Ellendale: (507)-684-2314

Wells: (507)-801-1100
www.americannainsurance.com

AuBree Nienoord
CPIA,CLCS

Insurance Producer
Ellendale Of昀ce

Visit with our
DEPOSIT 

TEAM!

DEPOSIT TEAM:
Amy, Erika and Ashley

Get the personal service you need 
at our community bank!

Come to our community bank for:
• Checking • Savings • IRAs  • HSAs
• Mobile/Online Services and more!

ALBERT LEA   507-373-1945    HARTLAND   507-845-2233    
FREEBORN   507-863-2371    www.arcadian.bank   

Member FDIC   NMLS 554275 

Open your new account today!

Got news? 
507-463-8112

CAR WASH 
& COIN 

LAUNDRY

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

24
HOURS

Full line of cardio, free 
weights, power racks, 
dumbbells, barbells, & 
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

LERBERG’S

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING

Carter Schlaak and Maggie Berns played Bean Bag Toss at The 
Pour House in Clarks Grove on Saturday, June 14, 2025. 

      Star Eagle photo by Ben Revermann

Can you find all of the signs?
I received the following in the 

mail: 
When the wind is from the 

East-the fish bite the least. 
When the wind is from the 

West-the fish bite the best. 
“Signed.” 

Yours truly “Anon” 
The nicest thing a wife can do 

is to tell her husband for the thou-
sandth time where something is 
without sighing and rolling her 
eyes. 

Were you confused as to what 
day of the week it was the 26th or 
27th of May? Most people used 
their cell phone for verification. 

Where have the pair of Mal-
lards gone? I would see them sit-
ting on top of the neighbor's 
house or walking in the grass in 
front of our house just about 
every morning by 9 a.m. They 
would disappear till the next 
morning. I guess the eggs have 
hatched. (This has happened the 

last 4 or 5 springs.) 
We have a small, female chick-

adee using a wren house for her 
nest. (The hole in the wren house 
is usually too small for a female 
chickadee to get into.) The ques-
tion now: “Is there room for her, 
plus 3 or 4 babies?” 

On Monday, June 2, 2025 the 
highest temp for the day was 74 
degrees. What was so unusual 
was it occurred at exactly mid-
night!! 

On June 3, 2025 it rained 2 
inches, followed by 3 more 
inches. This has caused our 
drought condition in this area to 

be over. Our lawn is now yellow-
ish with a lot of black ants finding 
my “Sugar Donuts” inside the 
house!! 

Genie and I attended the fu-
neral of David Warke, held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in New 
Richland, Minnesota on Saturday, 
June 7, 2025. 

It was, as I called it, “a rural 
celebration” of life. (What is a 
rural celebration?) A rural cele-
bration is where 2 out of 3 people 
are related and the 3rd one knows 
the other two real good. For ex-
ample: 

Dave's wife Karen was a cousin 

of mine, his brother-in-law Rob-
ert Tollefson was best man at the 
wedding of Genie and me. I tried 
to count the last names of people 
at the funeral that were related. I 
counted 11 different last names of 
relatives. 

Can you find the turtle sign by 
the road as you’re driving into Al-
bert Lea? Can you find the turkey 
sign by the road as you’re driving 
out of Albert Lea? 

Up date on the Twins bus: 
There are about 10 people that 

I'm holding a seat for. If they 
haven't paid by July 3, I'll be con-
tacting them. After that, if you're 
on the standby list to cover vacant 
seats, I'll be calling you. 

— — — 
Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans) 

agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on 
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children, 
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if 
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it, 
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There 
is always room for God.

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

fact or fiction
…you decide

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”
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DOWN THROUGH
It’s Been Our Pleasure 

ALBERT LEA   507-373-1945    HARTLAND   507-845-2233    
FREEBORN   507-863-2371    www.arcadian.bank   

Member FDIC

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 • info@nasinecfh.com

 ❉ New in 2022, one-level facility
 ❉ On-site crematory
 ❉ Pre-need insurance agent

 ❉ Dedicated staff including  
two full-time morticians 

 ❉ everything you need!

STATE BANK
OF NEW RICHLAND

103 N Broadway • P.O. Box 68
New Richland, MN 56072
Phone: (507) 465-3218
Fax: (507) 465-8118
24H Phone Banking: (507) 465-3373
Web: sbnr.biz • Email: info@sbnr.biz

We are an independent & locally 
owned bank proudly serving our 

community since 1898!

127 years 

Established 1898 

130 years 

Established 1895 

SERVING THE NEW RICHLAND-HARTLAND-
ELLENDALE-GENEVA AREA

135 Years of Service 
to Southern Minnesota

139 years 

Established 1886 

139 Years of Service 
to Southern Minnesota

148 years 

Established 1878 

126 years 

Established 1899 

Patronize Your 
 Local Area

(507) 835-3790   wasecafloral.com

129 years 

Established 1896 

128 years 

Established 1897 

AlbertLeaTribune.com

LERBERG’S FOODS
SLETTEN ENTERPRISES LLC

507-684-2472

124 years 

Established 1901 

113 years 

Established 1912 

103 years 

Established 1922 

87 years 

Established 1938 

86 years 

Established 1939 

Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric

2411 West Bridge Street
Owatonna MN 55060

507-451-7340
800-526-3514
info@swce.coop • swce.coop

89 years 

Established 1936 

82 years 

Established 1943 

98 years 

Established 1927 

69 years 

Established 1962 

KRAUSE

FEEDS & SUPPLIES
9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043
kfshope@outlook.com

58 years 

Established 1967 

79 years 

Established 1946 

78 years 

Established 1947 

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091 

PH: (507) 239-2166
FX: (507) 239-2249 

LOBBY 
HOURS

Mon-Fri:  
8:30 a.m. - 
4:00p.m.

Saturday: Closed
Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

WALDORF

67 years 

Established 1958 

63 years 

Established 1962 

59 years 

Established 1966 

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

66 years 

Established 1959 

61 years 

Established 1964 

60 years 

Established 1965 

51 years 

Established 1974 

53 years 

Established 1972 

50 years 

Established 1975 

50 years 

Established 1975 
Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com

Waseca Of昀ce
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN 
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

Janesville Of昀ce
216 N Main St
Janesville, MN 
507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Owatonna Of昀ce
150 W Park Sq
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-9000
866-451-9010

Faribault Of昀ce
415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

48 years 

Established 1977 

46 years 

Established 1979 

47 years 

Established 1978 

46 years 

Established 1979 

65 years 

Established 1983 

65 years 

Established 1983 
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Certi昀ed Public Accountants Who 
Understand Small Businesses

...Because We Are One

27 years 

Established 1998 

28 years 

Established 1998 

28 years 

Established 1997 
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... to Be of Service!

THE YEARS!

Patronize Your 
 Local Area

46 years 

Established 1979 

45 years 

Established 1980 

44 years 

Established 1981 

42 years 

Established 1983 

43 years

Established  1982

42 years 

Established 1983 

42 years 

Established 1983 

41 years

Established  1984

       41 years

Established 1984

41 years 

Established 1984 

Golden   Link
Southern Minnesota

An advertising supplement to these Southern Minnesota publications:

• STEELE COUNTY TIMES • NEW RICHLAND-HARTLAND-ELLENDALE-GENEVA STAR EAGLE
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER • JANESVILLE JOURNAL

WASECA GLASS
ESTABLISHED 1988

WASECA, MN
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40 years 

Established 1985 

RESIDENTIAL • FARM • INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL
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40 years 

Established 1985 

40 years

Established  1985

39 years 

Established 1986 

      38 years

Established  1987

36 years

Established  1989

35 years 

Established 1992 

33 years 

Established 1992 

Rochester
(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr NE

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews 

Dr #100

Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

Less than excited about your visit 
to the dentist?

Relax. It’s Main Street Dental.

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000

1170 E Frontage Rd

New Richland
(507) 463-0502

132 Broadway Ave N

30 years 

Established 1995 

29 years 

Established 1993 

      28 years

Since 1997

      28 years

Since 1997

23 years 

Established 2002 

22 years 

Established 2003 

22 years

Established  2003

22 years 

Established 2003 

22 years 

Established 2003 

22 years 

Established 2003 

21 years 

Established 2004 

21 years 19 years 

Established 2004 Established 2006 

19 years 

Established 2006 
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It’s Been Our Pleasure 

To Be of Service!

DOWN THROUGH
THE YEARS!

HERE FOR ALL 
YOUR TIRE NEEDS!

(507) 524-4999
408 STATE HWY 22 S

MAPLETON, MN 

19 years 

Established 2006 

“Internet at the Speed of Life”

8162 SW 81st St.
Ellendale, MN 56026

507-417-4176
www.radiolinkinternet.com

18 years 

Established 2007 

18 years 

Established 2007 

18 years 

Established 2007 

18 years 

Established 2007 

18 years

Established  2007

18 years 

Established 2007 

507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345507-874-3863 • 507-473-0345

17 years 

Established 2008 

Tait Ingvaldson
Sales, Estimating
413 West Main Street
Geneva MN, 56035

tait@genevalumber.com

15 years 

Established 2010 

15 years 

Established 2010 

15 years 

Established 2010 

15 years 

Established 2010 
Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-4pm

12 years 

Established 2013 

12 years 

Established 2013 

Monday-Saturday 6am-2pm 
CLOSED SUNDAY

12 years 

Established 2013 

9 years 

Established 2016 

7 years 

Established 2018 

6 years

Established  2019

5 years 

Established 2020 

4 years 

Established 2021 

4 years 

Established 2021 

3 years 

Established 2022 

$59.99
for full synthetic
with a tire rotation

Marthaler Honda 
of Albert Lea

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts

CheapestCheapest
oil change oil change 
special in special in 

town!town!

507-373-2341
2114 E Main St
Albert Lea, MN
marthalerhonda.com

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 

2 year 

Established 2023 

2 year 

Established 2023 



Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com
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1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned  
& Operated since 1939

NEW RICHLAND
13984 215th Avenue,
New Richland, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789
Fax: (507) 465-3258

FAIRMONT
620 N. Main Street
Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 238-1355

ALL TYPES OF METAL

POOLEY’S
& RECYCLING& RECYCLING

WE BUY

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$$$
PAID

pooleysscrapiron.com

BOHLEN
PLUMBING, HEATING & AC

324 Broadway Ave N, 
New Richland, MN 56072

(507) 465-8376

507-456-5128507-456-5128
www.hollandauction.comwww.hollandauction.com

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, MN
507-256 - 4712

Serving Southern 
Minnesota for over 

45 years!

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Waseca, MN 

 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 mrpagencyllc.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 

Open  
Monday-Friday

Residential • Lakeshore • Rural Properties 
• Farmland • Relocation

Buying or Selling
CALL US TODAY!

507-456-0816
kimberg.edinarealty.com

Marcia & Kim Berg
REALTORS®

STATE OF MINNESOTA                     
DISTRICT COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
Case Type: CIVIL OTHER/MISC 
Case No.: 81-CV-25-200 
 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,,  
 
Plaintiff, 
 
vs.          SUMMONS BY  
              PUBLICATIONS 
      
The Estate of James Ross; Charlie 
Ross; Thomas Ross; Audra Ryan; 
the Unknown Heirs of James Ross; 
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, an 
Office of the United States; and John 
Doe and Mary Roe, 
 
Defendants. 
————————————————
———————— 
 
THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED TO 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JAMES 
ROSS. 

 
1. You are being sued.  The 
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit against 
you. The Complaint is attached to this 
Summons. Do not throw these papers 
away. They are official papers that 

start a lawsuit and affect your legal 
rights, even if nothing has been filed 
with the court and even if there is no 
court file number on this Summons. 
 
2. You must BOTH reply, in 
writing, AND get a copy of your 
reply to the person/business who 
is suing you within 21 days to pro-
tect your rights.  Your reply is called 
an Answer.  Getting your reply to the 
Plaintiff is called service.  You must 
serve a copy of your Answer or An-
swer and Counterclaim (Answer) 
within 21 days after three weeks of 
publication of this Summons. 
 

ANSWER: You can find the 
Answer form and instructions on the 
MN Judicial Branch website at 
www.mncourts.gov/forms under the 
“Civil” category.  The instructions will 
explain in detail how to fill out the An-
swer form. 
 
3. You must respond to each 
claim.  The Answer is your written re-
sponse to the Plaintiff’s Complaint. In 
your Answer you must state whether 
you agree or disagree with each para-
graph of the Complaint. If you think 
the Plaintiff should not be given every-
thing they asked for in the Complaint, 
you must say that in your Answer. 
 

 
4. SERVICE:  You may lose 
your case if you do not send a 
written response to the Plaintiff. If 
you do not serve a written Answer 
within 21 days, you may lose this 
case by default. You will not get to tell 
your side of the story. If you choose 
not to respond, the Plaintiff may be 
awarded everything they asked for in 
their Complaint. If you agree with the 
claims stated in the Complaint, you 
don’t need to respond. A default judg-
ment can then be entered against you 
for what the Plaintiff asked for in the 
Complaint. 
 

To protect your rights, you 
must serve a copy of your Answer on 
the person who signed this Summons 
in person or by mail at this address: 
 
Alexa V. Marsh 
25 Dale Street North 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
 
5. Carefully read the Instruc-
tions (CIV301) for the Answer for your 
next steps.  
 
6. Legal Assistance.  You 
may wish to get legal help from an at-

torney. If you do not have an attorney 
and would like legal help: 
� V i s i t 
www.mncourts.gov/selfhelp and click 
on the “Legal Advice Clinics” tab to 
get more information about legal 
clinics in each Minnesota county.  
� Court Administration may 
have information about places where 
you can get legal assistance. 
 
7. Alternative Dispute Res-
olution (ADR).  The parties may 
agree to or be ordered to participate 
in an ADR process under Rule 114 of 
the Minnesota Rules of Practice. You 
must still serve your written Answer, 
even if you expect to use ADR. 
 
8. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AF-
FECT OR BRING INTO QUESTION 
TITLE TO REAL PROPERTY located 
in Waseca County, State of Minne-
sota, legally described as follows: 
 
Lot 4, in Block 5, in North Loon Lake 
Subdivision being parts of Lots 3, 4, 
and 5, of Bennett’s Addition in the N 
1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Section 7, Town-
ship 107 North, Range 22 West in the 
City of Waseca, State of Minnesota, 
according to the Plat thereof on file 

and of record in the Office of the 
County Recorder in and for the 
County of Waseca, Minnesota.    
    
The object of this action is to obtain a 
judgment in the amount due under the 
Note and Mortgage, an adjudication 
that Plaintiff’s mortgage is a first-pri-
ority lien, an order directing sheriff’s 
sale of the property, and such other 
relief requested in the Amended Com-
plaint on file with the Court. 
 
Dated: May 22, 2025 
 
TROTT LAW, P.C. 
 
By: s/ Alexa V. Marsh  

Alexa V. Marsh (#0505082) 
Samuel R. Coleman (#0389839) 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
25 Dale Street North 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
Telephone: (651) 432-4867 
amarsh@trottlaw.com 
scoleman@trottlaw.com 
25-0064-LIT02 
 
Published in the NRHEG Star Eagle on 
June 5, 12 and 19, 2025

L E G A L  N O T I C E

This is to notify you that NRHEG Public School 
#2168 will be accepting quotes for dairy pro-

ducts for the 2025-2026 school year. The Board 
of Education will review all quotes at their regu-

lar meeting scheduled for Monday, July 21, 
2025. 

Please submit your quote to Sara Meihak, Food 
Service Director, 306 Ash Ave South, New Rich-
land, MN, 56072 by 11 am Friday, July 11, 2025.

MISCELLANEOUS

        

AUCTIONS WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

MONUMENTAL SILVER & GOLD 
exclusive auction online now! Silver

bars! Gold bullion! Sterling fl at-

ware! Morgan dollars! Other coin-

age! Bid now, call 320/983-5240 free 

shipping! Visit: www.hairymosquito.com

BUYING AND SELLING 
silver bars, silver dollars, rare coins, gold 

jewelry, any gold-silver items, collec-

tor coins, currency. I have a $1,500,000 

line of credit and own 1,475 acres of 

land near Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins, Fair-

mont, MN. 507/235-3886 507/399-9982

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 

low price! Call today and get the latest 

iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-

one who struggles on the stairs, is 

concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off  for a 

limited time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

Phone and Internet Discounts 
Available to CenturyLink 
Customers
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $16.32-$33.50 per 
month and business services are 
$34.61-$60.89 per month. Specific rates will 
be provided upon request.
CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone 
or qualifying broadband service more 
affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers may qualify 
for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/month for 
voice or bundled voice service or 
$9.25/month for qualifying broadband or 
broadband bundles. Residents who live on 
federally recognized Tribal Lands may 
qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal 
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is 
available for only one telephone or qualifying 
broadband service per household, which 
can be either a wireline or wireless service. 
Broadband speeds must be at least 25 Mbps 
download and 3 Mbps upload to qualify. 
A household is defined as any individual or 
group of individuals who live together at the 
same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in 
these programs. Consumers who willfully 
make false statements to obtain these 
discounts can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from these 
programs.
If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit 
https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/comm
unity/community-development/lifeline.html 
for additional information about applying for 
these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with 
questions.

Thursday May 29  4-7 PMth

Friday May 30  10-3 PMth

Saturday May 31  10-1 PMst

Large Collectibles Sale at this multi-generational home to
include everything from furniture, outdoor and yard items,

primitive collectibles, glassware, pottery, unique books,
artwork, vintage toys and more.

   
For more details go to Estate Sales.net

or 
The Vintage Grove Co. on Facebook 

Living Estate/Downsizing Sale
20881 150  Street th

New Richland, MN 
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday 
School, Choir and Choir; 10:30 
a.m. Worship 
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 
6 p.m. Bible Study 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship, Sunday School; 10 a.m. 
Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meet-
ing (first Wednesday) 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 
a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s 
Robe Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 
p.m.; Bonfires and Yard 
Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*      *     * 
CROSS OF GLORY 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Tuesday - Council meeting 
(First Tuesday) 

*     *     * 
WEST FREEBORN 

LUTHERAN 
Hartland, Minnesota 
Rev. Marcia Pedersen 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship  
Monday - Council meeting 
(First Monday of the month) 
Friday - Quilting meets 9:00 
a.m. twice a month, see news-
letter for dates. 

*     *     * 
HARTLAND  

EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN 

Hartland, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

MANCHESTER  
EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN 
Manchester, Minnesota 
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ALL SAINTS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Father Glenn Frerichs 

Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 
4th Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN 

Geneva, Minnesota 
Pastor Leandra Anderson 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
(times very for holidays) 
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

*     *     * 
SIMPLY CHURCH 

105 Second Street North East 
Geneva, Minnesota 

Todd Lundgren, Pastor 
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*    *     * 
VIBRANT LIFE 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
CHURCH 

Ellendale, Minnesota 
Pastor David Modder 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 
a.m. Kids church  
Check the website for ad-
ditional updates 
www.vibrantlifeag.com 

*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Pastor Kyle Smith 
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible 
Study 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer 
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible 
Study; 6 p.m. Confirmation; 7-
9 p.m. Youth Group (No con-
firmation during summer) 

*     *     * 
ELLENDALE UNITED  

METHODIST 
Ellendale, Minnesota 

Randy Cirksena, Pastor  
Sunday - Summer Service time 
is 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday school. (No summer 
sunday school) 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday 
School from Oct through May 
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
Food shelf is open every 
Thursday from 3:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. 

*     *     * 
CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for 
those wanting to listen through 
their car radios at FM 90.7 

*     *     * 
EAST FREEBORN  

LUTHERAN 
Pastor Matt Griggs 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
FM Transmitter is used for 
those wanting to listen through 
their car radios at FM 89.3 

*     *     * 
FAMILY OF FAITH  

COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Rev. Neal Ooms 
Sunday— 8:45 a.m. Worship; 
9:20 Worship and kids church 
(now an eagle brook viewing 
church) 
 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LCMS 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Pastor Jesse Krusemark 
Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 

FAMILY OF FAITH COM-
MUNITY CHURCH 

Rev. Neal Ooms 
101 East Park Avenue 
Hollandale, Minnesota 

Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 

*     *     * 
ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA 

Rural Ellendale 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, 
ELCA 

Meriden, Minnesota 
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

PONTOPPIDAN LU-
THERAN 

Lemond Township 
Pastor Dave Klawiter 

Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC 
Hope, Minnesota 

Pastor Sandy Miller 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 
10:15 a.m. Youth/Adult Study 

*     *     * 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Clarks Grove, Minnesota 
Pastor James Cameron 

Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
HOLY TRINITY CATHO-

LIC 
CHURCH of LITOMYSL 

Father Peter Schuster 
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of 
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass 
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during 
Mass 
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith 
Formation classes for grades 
K-Confirmation 
www.litomysl.webs.com 
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com  

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 
9:10 a.m. Sunday School and 
Bible Study 

 *         *         * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL UNITED 

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 
Interim Pastor 

Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
PEACE UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota 

Interim Pastor 
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST 
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 

Waldorf, Minnesota  
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 

Waldorf, Minnesota 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45  a.m. Worship  
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-

ident 
Waseca, Minnesota 

www.lds.org 
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament 
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth 
Activities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A 
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE 
STAR EAGLE. 

As a kid, I was always looking for 
more when it came to the outdoors. 
When my uncle Ben called me one 
evening and asked if I wanted to help 
him pick up nightcrawlers. I jumped 
at the chance and had my dad bring 
me over to his house. Ben and my 
Aunt Marcie said I could spend the 
night, and Ben would take me fishing 
in the morning. I had always looked 
up to Uncle Ben and Aunt Marcie be-
cause he took me under his wing 
when it came to fishing. When I 
grew a little older, he and Marcie 
took me up north with them on vaca-
tion, making memories that I would 
never forget. 

Back to the nightcrawlers, Ben 
told me that there was a certain way 
to do it. You had to gently pull on the 

crawler with a steady pull, not a jerk, 
which would cause the crawler to 
break in half. I learned that valuable 
trick, which I passed on to my sons 
and then my grandsons. Watering the 
lawn in the evening about an hour 
before dark was crucial. I was a kid, 
so spending time on my hands and 
knees looking for crawlers was a 
breeze. 

In looking back, I believe that 
teaching me to catch nightcrawlers 
was a two-way deal. It taught me a 
valuable lesson, and it kept him from 
having to get on his knees to pick 
crawlers. I learned many things 
about fishing and the outdoors from 
Ben. My mother also taught me 
many things about fishing. She loved 
to fish and was instrumental in get-

ting me started with fishing in my 
early years. 

My mother also taught me to ap-
preciate nature and all of its marvel-
ous creatures. My dad loved to be 
outside during an upcoming storm. 
He was fascinated by lightning and 
the beauty of the clouds as they 
rolled past in the sky. While the 
neighbors were heading to the base-
ment, my dad would be standing out 
in the front yard, watching the clouds 
roll by. 

Please show your support for our 
troops who are now deployed. These 
service men and women are making 
that sacrifice, so that we may have 
the many freedoms that we enjoy 
today. 

by Dick Her昀ndahl
Outdoors Writer

 Woods and Water

My mother shared my love of nature

L O O K I N G  B A C K
25 Years Back 

- Conformation services were held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
New Richland, Sunday, April 30. Two young ladies and two young 
men were conformed into the Christian faith by Pastor Paul Andree. 
Pictured here are from the left: Jennifer Harrington, Pastor Paul 
Andree, Mandy Bokelmann, Matt Groskruetz and Heather Berg. 

- Engagement Announcement. Kimberly Paulsen and Micheal 
Luhring, together with their parents, announce their upcoming marriage. 
Kimberly is the daughter of Daryl and Kathy Paulsen of Geneva. She is 
a 1991 graduate of New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High 
School and a 1993 graduate of Albert Lea Technical College. Michael is 
the son of Leon and Deb Luhring of Waverly, Iowa. He is a 1991 graduate 
of Plainfield Community High School in Plainfield, Iowa. He is also a 
1993 graduate of Hawkeye Community College in Waterloo, Iowa. A 
Saturday, June 17, 2000 wedding is planned at the Community Lutheran 
Church in Geneva. 

- Members of the New Richland Care Center Auxiliary responded 
to the need of a commercial mixer in the dietary department. A 
KitchenAid heavy duty mixer was donated by funds provided by the 
Auxiliary. Employees in the dietary department are grateful for the 
special gift. From the left, seated, are: Shelly Smidt, dietary director; 
members of the auxiliary, Helen Greenwood, Luella Herbst, and 
Ingeborg Rudgroden; standing from the left are: Lois Olsen, auxil-
iary member; Lori bruedner, dietary department, auxiliary 
members, LeVine Paulson, Lenore Clunis and June Holmen; Pat 
Brey, dietary department: auxiliary members, Nadine Strange and 
Ona Meyer. 

- Leah Schoenrock, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Loren Schoenrock of 
New Richland and Jarrod Robran, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kent Robran of 
Hartland has been named to the Spring Semester Dean's List at Bethany 
Lutheran College in Mankato. Both are 1999 graduates of New Rich-
land-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School. 

 
50 Years Back 

- Julie Jessen, right, accepts a check from Mrs. Herb Beckman, past 
president of the New Richland American Legion unit for her winning 
poppy poster. Not only did Julie take first in the New Richland poster 
contest, but also first in the first class, First District contest at Rochester. 
Her poster will be entered in state competition. 

- Randy Kalis, a student at St. Paul Technical School, has received rec-
ognition in connection with an N.R.R.C. billboard project last month. 
Randy's designs and drawings were chosen from the class art by the 
Northside Residents Redevelopment council to be the one that would be 
used in their billboards in the Minneapolis area. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Micheal Thompson of Shakopee are the parents of a 
son, Scott Michael, born June 4. He weighed in at 8 lbs, 1 oz. His grand-
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Herman Thompson of Hartland and Mr. and 
Mrs. Royal Thompson of Shakopee. His great grandfather is Alfred Ber-
gerson of Clarks Grove. 

  
75 Years Back 
- Rev. and Mrs. Kilburn K. Holt, whose hobby of bird-watching pro-

vides them with a recreation as inexpensive as it is fascinating, report 
that the total number of kinds identified in 1950 has now reached the one 
hundred mark. The most interesting aspect of this “bird census” to them, 
is that forty-three of these different species have been seen or heard from 
the parsonage. Quite appropriately, one of the frequent visitors at the par-
sonage this summer has been a red-eyed Vireo, commonly known as a 
“preacher-bird.” 

- Mr. and Mrs. John Kelleher received the pleasant news of the arrival 
of their fourth great grandchild, born Saturday to Mr. and Mrs. E. Paul 
Kelleher at Superior, Wis. They have also a little girl, Mary Marie. 

- Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Ackman announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Geraldine Mae, to Martin Bernard Hoffman of New Richland, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hoffman of Wadena, Minn. 

Wagner Foods

newrichlandgrocery.com

Mon-Sat:
8 am - 8 pm

Sun:
9 am - 5 pm

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway

New Richland, MN

Your local family-owned store for 
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats, 
friendly service & great prices!

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
507-373-4330 

Locally Organized, Owned 
& Operated since 1939

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627
layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN
(507) 465-3292

Exceptional
care by and for

Exceptional
People!

agro-economicsinc

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775
121 3rd St. N.E.
 New Richland, 

MN 56072

T H O M P S O N
SANITATION,  INC.

thompsonsanitation.com

Clarks Grove Offi ce:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
 Phone: 507-256-4370

LOCALLY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS • RECYCLING

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

EST 1973
Award Winning Home-Cured Meat Products

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042
(507) 845-2100

LD-AG.com

Shown here are pictures of two lakes. One of the lakes is near our cabin up north and the other is of Albert Lea Lake. Both lakes 
hold fish, so if it’s fish you want, they are equal. If it is beauty that you desire, then the northern lake is my choice. Both of these 
lakes do offer plenty of natural beauty.

Care Center administrator Bob 
Johannsen gave the Care Center 

report and said the center is work-
ing to improve in areas related to 
regulatory changes and quality im-
provement. The facility experi-
enced an $18,000 profit in April; 
Johannsen said the census was 
good. 

City Hall will be closed June 19 
for Juneteenth and July 4. 

■ Council 
 from Page 3



Calls Received and/or action 
taken by the New Richland Police 
Department in May 2025:  

• Thursday, May 1, 12:45 - Wel-
fare Check, Broadway Ave S, 
Cleared 

• Thursday, May 1, 16:38 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/3rd St NE, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Thursday, May 1, 19:51 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/240th Ave, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Thursday, May 1, 20:07 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/3rd St Ne, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Friday, May 2, 15:44 - Directed 
Patrol, New Richland City Of, 
Cleared 

• Friday, May 2, 15:44 - Lock 
Check (Building, Park entrance), 
New Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Friday, May 2, 17:42 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/250th Ave, Traffic 
Citation 

• Friday, May 2, 23:35 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/Highway 30, 
Traffic Citation  

• Saturday, May 3, 15:07 - Misc 
All Other,ASh Ave S, Written Re-
port 

• Saturday, May 3, 15:19 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City 
Of, Cleared 

• Saturday, May 3, 15:19 - Lock 
Check(Building, park entrance), 
New Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Saturday, May 3, 15:55 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/Highway 30, 
Warning-Verbal 

• Saturday, May 3, 16:12 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/Highway 30, 
Warning-Verbal 

• Saturday, May 3, 16:34 - Motor 
Vehicle Disabled/Abandoned, High-
way 30/Ash Ave S, Assist Rendered 

• Saturday, May 3, 16:57 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 30/dogwood Ave S, 
Warning-Verbal 

• Saturday, May 3, 21:24 - Traffic 
Stop, 130th St/State Highway 30, 
Cleared 

• Sunday, May 4, 15:41 - Animal 
Complaint/Bite, 2nd St SW, Cleared 

• Sunday, May 4, 15:44 - Directed 
Patrol, New Richland City Of, 
Cleared 

• Sunday, May 4, 15:44 - Lock 
Check(building, park entrance), 
New Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Sunday, May 4, 17:14 - Traffic 
Stop, 3rd St NE/Highway 13, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Monday, May 5, 14:08 - Assist 
Ambulance(law), 1st St NE, Cleared 

• Monday, May 5, 14:57 - Assist 
Ambulance(law), 1st St NE, Cleared 

• Monday, May 5, 15:59 - Paper 

Service, 2nd St SE, Cleared 
• Monday, May 5, 20:43 - Traffic 

Stop, Highway 13/235th Ave, Traffic 
Citation 

• Monday, May 5, 21:05 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 30/Ash Ave S, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Monday, May 5, 22:36 - Di-
rected Patrol, NewRichland City Of, 
Cleared 

• Monday, May 5, 22:47 - Ordi-
nance Violation, 240th Ave, Cleared 

• Tuesday, May 6, 14:08 - Assist, 
New Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Tuesday, May 6, 15:46 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/3rd St Ne, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Tuesday, May 6, 16:13 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/240th Ave, Traffic 
citation 

• Tuesday, May 6, 17:00 - Traffic 
stop, Highway 13/240th Ave, Traffic 
Citation 

• Tuesday, May 6, 19:13 - ATV 
Complaint, Aspen Ave S, Not Able 
To Locate 

• Tuesday, May 6, 22:20 - Di-
rected Patrol, NewRichland City Of, 
Cleared 

• Tuesday, May 6, 23:00 Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/Highway 30, 
Warning-Verbal 

• Wednesday, May 7, 12:49 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City 
Of, Cleared 

• Wednesday, May 7, 12:49 - Lock 
Check(building,park entrance), New 
Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Wednesday, May 7, 14:52 - Traf-
fic Stop, 130th St/State Highway 30, 
Traffic Citation 

• Wednesday, May 7, 15:07 - Di-
rected Patrol, Ash Ave S, Cleared 

• Wednesday, May 7, 15:50 - Traf-
fic Stop, 160th St/240th Ave, Traffic 
Citation 

• Wednesday, May 7, 21:13 - Traf-
fic Stop, Highway 13/Highway 30, 
Warning-Verbal 

• Thursday, May 8, 16:29 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City 
Of, Cleared 

• Thursday, May 8, 16:30 - Lock 
Check(building, park entrance), 
New Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Thursday, May 8, 17:56 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/240th Ave, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Thursday, May 8, 19:11 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/235th Ave, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Thursday, May 8, 21:31 - Prop-
erty Damage(not Vel), 2nd St SE, 
Log Report 

• Thursday, May 8, 22:50 - Prop-
erty Damage(not vel), 2nd St SE, 
Log Report 

• Friday, May 9, 06:36 - Criminal 
History Request, City Of New Rich-
land, Cleared 

• Friday, May 9, 14:38 - House 
Watch, Elm Ave N, Cleared 

• Friday, May 9, 17:11 - Directed 
Patrol, New Richland City Of, 
Cleared 

• Friday, May 9, 17:11 - Lock 
Check(building, park entrance), 
New Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Friday, May 9, 17:12 - Traffic 
Stop, Aspen Ave N/Division St E, 
Log Report 

• Friday, May 9, 17:44 - 911 Wire-
less Hangup, 4th St NW, Log report 

• Friday, May 9, 20:05 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/3rd St NE, Warn-
ing-Verbal 

• Saturday, May 10, 15:41 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City 
Of, Cleared 

• Saturday, May 10, 15:41 - Lock 
Check(building,park entrance), New 
Richland City Of, Cleared 

• Saturday, May 10, 22:13 - Motor 
Vehicle Disabled/Abandoned, High-
way 13/250th Ave, Cleared 

• Saturday, May 10, 22:36 - Ani-
mal Complaint/Bite, 2nd St NW, 
Cleared 

• Sunday, May 11, 12:09 - Assist 
other Agency(law), Cypress Ave S, 
Cleared 

• Monday, May 12, 11:21 - Assist 
Fire Department(law), 155th St, 
Written Report 

• Tuesday, May 13, 15:03 - Crime 
Damage to Property, Division St 
W/Birch Ave S, Log Report 

• Tuesday, May 13, 23:30 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City 
Of, Cleared 

• Tuesday, May 13, 23:37 - Sus-
picious Circumstance, 2nd St SE, 
Cleared 

• Wednesday, May 14, 00:28 - As-
sist Ambulance(law), 1st St NE, 
Cleared 

• Wednesday, May 14, 07:37 - 
Property Damage(not vel), Ash Ave 
S, Log report 

• Wednesday, May 14, 22:36 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City 
Of, Cleared 

• Thursday, May 15, 20:28 - Assist 
Ambulance(law), 3rd St NE, 
Cleared 

• Thursday, May 15, 21:09 - Fire 
Alarm, Ash Ave S, Call Cancelled  

• Friday, May 16, 00:32 - Directed 
Patrol, New Richland City Of, 
Cleared 

• Friday, May 16, 01:22 - Traffic 
Stop, Highway 13/3rd St NE, Warn-
ing-Verbal 
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ACROSS
1 The Terminator’s portrayer
6 Jean-Claude Van Damme in a 
martial arts tournament
7 Essential for 80s action heroes
8 The protagonist in an action 
movie
12 A common motive for action 
heroes
14 Sylvester Stallone’s action hero
15 The antagonist in an action 
movie
16 Sigourney Weaver 昀ghts extra-
terrestrial creatures

DOWN
2 Sylvester Stallone as a no-non-
sense cop
3 Which side are you on now
4 Common special effect in 80s 
action 昀lms
5 Patrick Swayze as a bouncer 
with a past
9 Arnold Schwarzenegger res-
cues his daughter
10 John Carpenter’s sci-昀 action 
with hidden messages
11 Often displayed by 80s action 
stars
12 A cyborg law enforcer cleans 
up Detroit
13 Frequently used by action 
heroes
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STAR WARS CHARACTERS
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NR Police

By JIM LUTGENS 
Sports Editor 

The season came to an end for 
NRHEG High School’s “Three 
Amigos” last week. 

But it came on the biggest pos-
sible stage. 

Three Panthers participated in the 
state track and field meet at St. Mi-
chael-Albertville High School and, 
while they did not bring home a 
medal, they came home with some 
very valuable experience. 

Junior Gabby Schlaak and soph-
omore Anika Ladlie were entered in 
the high jump, with Schlaak clear-

ing 5-2 for 11th place and Ladlie 
going 5-0 for 21st. 

Kylie Olson, a sophomore, fin-
ished 11th in the shot put at 35-1. 

“Gabby cleared a personal-best 
height to finish in 11th place among 
a field of 38 jumpers,” dsaid 
NRHEG co-head Larry Nydegger. 
“Anika Ladlie finished in a four-
way tie for 21st.” 

Like the other throwers, Olson 
dealt with difficult conditions.” 

“The conditions of the throwing 
events on Wednesday were poor, to 
say the least,” said Nydegger. 
“Heavy rain caused some slippery 

conditions in the thrower’s circle.” 
But the coaching staff came 

home proud. 
“We are so proud of these kids!” 

said Nydegger. “They showed great 
determination and effort under 
some challenging conditions. It isn’t 
easy getting to the state meet. I’m 
glad to have them coming back next 
season to take another shot at get-
ting there again!” 

The Panthers were coached by 
Nydegger and former Panther 
standout Kim Schlaak.

Season concludes at 
state meet for NRHEG’s 
‘Three Amigos’

From left Anika Ladlie, Gabby Schlaak and Kylie Olson.



By BARB MROTZ 
Before there was an Ellendale, 

there was a Cooleyville, and before 
that there were settlers who dotted 
our rich farmland. This story con-
nects a few of those pioneer names. 

1st generation: 
F.G. and Hennrietta Sloan were 

farmers who settled about one mile 
south of Cooleyville. Their son, Er-
nest, was born “1891 in Cooley-
ville.” 

2nd generation: 
Ernest married Clara (Holmes) 

Sloan and continued farming with 
his father. Clara's siblings were 
Harry and S.A. Holmes. They, too, 
married and stayed in our area. Ha-
rold Ferguson's mother and Ernest 
Sloan's mother were sisters and 
lived in the neighborhood. Ernest 
and Clara's son was Don and their 
daughter was Naomi. She married 
Al Richards. (His siblings were 
Larry, Dick and Dennis.) 

3rd generation: 
Don married Bonnie (Albrecht). 

Don and his family lived at the 
Sloan home place and farmed with 
his father. In 1974 the farm was 
sold and the family moved to 507 
8th Ave. in Ellendale. 

4th Generation: 
Their children are: Debbie (‘73 

EHS grad), Cheri (‘75 grad), Cindy 
(‘78 grad) and Gary (class of ‘80). 
Life has taken the Sloan Family in 
many different directions since 
then, and they no longer live one 
mile from where Cooleyville used 
to be, but each of them have 
“bloomed where they are planted” 
and have lives and families of their 
own. 

The house is now empty, but still 
stands, straight, tall and proud at 
the top of the hill. It has 7 bed-
rooms, 4 upstairs and 3 down, with 
beautiful woodwork, colonnades 
and glass French doors and…. This 
house has a unique history. 

As a member of the Ellendale 
community, I had heard that the 
Sloan farm home was a Sears, Roe-
buck mail order home, so when I 
ran across a history of mail order 
homes published in the Ag News 
and written by Mychal Wilmes, I 
wanted to learn more about the 
Sloan Farmhouse. The Sloan 
family was gracious to share some 
of their history with us and it says 
yes, indeed, the house was ordered 
from Sears, Roebuck catalog in 
1899 at a cost of $1,200. That was 
a year ago before the B., C.R., and 
N. railroad came through our area 
and caused Cooleyville to decline 
and Ellendale to spring up. 

Following is part of Mr. Wilmes 
article: 

…”Another do-it-yourself op-
portunity blossomed in the 1800’s. 
Sears and Roebuck and Montgom-
ery Ward catalogues, fat with ad-
vertisements for modern 

conveniences, reached 20% of the 
U.S. households and dominated the 
marketplace.” 

Sears had a problem that needed 
to be solved. Its warehouses were 
filled with unsold lumber. Manage-
ment decided to solve the problem 
by producing house building kits. 
The kits could be shipped by rail 
and picked up by purchasers from 
local lumber yards. 

The build-your-own-home 
movement started in the mid 1800s 
on the east coast. 

Sears and other manufacturers 
identified each board with a 
number or letter for easy assembly. 
Some makers also offered financ-
ing, which helped the homes gain 
additional popularity. 

Depending on the home, kits in-
cluded between 10,000 and 30,000 
boards and the buyer could hire 
construction workers or build the 
homes themselves. 

The cost of building-it-yourself 
homes that came with quality guar-
antees often ran 30% to 40% less, 
even with hired workers. The ex-
pense did not typically include 
foundation, brick or concrete work. 

During the World War 1 era, 
Sears and Roebuck offered a basic 
kit to build a two-bedroom home 
with a kitchen and a front porch for 
$659. Adjusted for inflation, the 
amount is roughly equal to $16,000 
today. 

House-building kits remained 
popular until after World War 2, 
when commercial builders were 
eager to meet expanding consumer 
demand. 

As you can see in this photo (to 
the right at the bottom), the 125 
year old house has stood the test of 
time and then some. It sheltered the 
Sloan descendants for most of 
those years, until 1974 when Don 
and Bonnie and family moved into 
Ellendale. In more recent years, 
two of Lloyd and Anna Lester's 
sons, Eugene and Loren, lived 
there and are now residents of New 
Richland Care Center, and Jim 
Dobberstein owns the property. 
(Thanks to Joan Modell for this in-
formation.) The Sloans also shared 
photos of their home many years 
ago. Thanks to them. 

This summer, June 26-29, Ellen-
dale will be celebrating their 125th 
anniversary. I hope you are plan-
ning to attend its activities and that 
descendants of former residents 
will come to celebrate with us and 
to renew old ties. It's a privilege to 
live and grow in a small com-
munity where we can share the joys 
and sorrows of our friends and 
neighbors. Let's celebrate it a little 
extra this year. Invite your family 
and past neighbors to join us. 125 
years of life in Ellendale is worth 
celebrating! 

Before Ellendale, 
there was  
Cooleyville
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Girl Scouts

The Girl Scouts of New Richland recently returned from an 
educational tour of Savannah, Georgia. They toured many 
museums and historical homes, including the Telfair Mu-
seum, Juliette Gordon Low birthplace and the Andrew Low 
House. Juliette Gordon Low was the founder of Girl Scouts 
of America and Savannah is truly the Girl Scout center of the 
world. 

The girls also visited Tybee Island to tour a marine science 
center and participate in net seining in the ocean. Also as 
part of the Savannah experience, they enjoyed a horse car-
riage ride, a trolley tour, a riverboat excursion and even a dol-
phin cruise. They visited the First Girl Scouts Headquarters 
and even experienced a militia training at Fort Jackson. The 
scouts visited the Savannah Bee Company and learned 
about the honey making business as well as bee keeping. 
They rounded out their experience enjoying some local fa-
vorites such as pecan pralines, ice cream, cookie shops and 
other local restaurants. The tour was completed with a short 
trip to a civil war aged cemetery to pay homage to Juliette 
Gordon Low herself. 

The troop has been selling Girl Scout cookies for the past 
three years solely to fully fund this tour themselves. They 
successfully sold just shy of 9,000 packages and learned that 
hard work, budgeting and setting long term goals can pay 
off! They would like to thank the community for supporting 
their cookie sales year after year! 

Pictured Violette Botten, Hazel Botten and Alexis Olson 
Troop 47967 

Top right: Some Sloan descendants as they celebrated Ellen-
dale’s Centennial in 2000. Bonnie Sloan and grandsons Trevor 
and Tyler Sloan, sons of Gary and Brook in wheelchair being 
pushed by Deb (Sloan) Harvey.  

Lindsey Krejci, the daughter of Rick and Cheri is pushing the 
stroller carying Allison Sloan, infant daughter of Gary and 
Brooke and Anna bailey, daughter of Steve and Mary Bailey. 

Examples of two ‘build your own home kits.’

A 125-year old ‘kit house’ that has stood the test of time.
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