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Celebrate Reading in C 't h t WASECA COUNTY
New Richland for I y OS S Open
COMMISSIONERS
February and March

Kids ages 3-18 can Celebrate
Reading at the New Richland
Public Library for February and
March. Read books to win raffle
tickets for prize drawings.

Magna-Tile Villages
building at Waldorf
Public Library Friday,

March 7

There will be a Magna-Tile
Villages set at the Waldorf Pub-
lic Library at 3:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 7. The mayor needs
a village up and running as soon
as possible! Create design plans
and speed build. Geared for ages
7-12.

Ellendale Fire
Department

fundraiser March 7

The Ellendale Fire Depart-
ment fish fry will be at the Ellen-
dale Community  Center
beginning at 5 p.m. March 7.
Serving will continue until food
is gone, about 7 p.m. Ellendale
FD members will be cooking
and serving fish, chicken strips,
firehouse beans and cole slaw.
Funds raised will go toward the
cost of new grain bin extrication
equipment.

Ellendale Area Food
Shelf benefit 4:30 p.m.

March 9

A fundraiser for the Ellendale
Area Food Shelf will be from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Sunday, March
9 at the United Methodist
Church at 200 Sixth Street North
in Ellendale. A free-will dona-
tion “build your own taco” meal
will be available; raffle tickets
are $5 with prizes including 50
pounds of beef or pork and a
small freezer.

NRHEG music
program “Showcase
Concert” 6 p.m.

March 11

The NRHEG music program
will showcase the solo, ensem-
ble and large group perform-
ances presented during the
annual MSHSL “honor band”
and “honor choir” workshops.
The concert will be March 11 in
the NRHEG High School Gym
beginning at 6 p.m.

NRHEG High School
Blood Drive 8:30 a.m.

to 1:30 p.m. March 14

NRHEG student groups are
sponsoring a blood drive from
8:30 am. to 1:30 p.m. in the high
school gym. Donors can sched-
ule online, or come to the school
during open times. More infor-
mation is available from the
school at 507-465-3205.

County Veterans
Memorial plaque
requests by March 15

Anyone wishing to add a new
plaque to the Waseca County
Veterans Memorial on the court-
house property can apply any-
time. Applying by March 15 will
ensure the newly ordered plaque
is in place by Memorial Day.
Anyone wanting further infor-
mation should contact the
county Veterans’ Services office
at 507-835-0680. Applications
can also be completed online at
https://www.co.waseca.mn.us/1
34/Veteran-Services.

A word from
The Word /.~

Blessed be the
Lord, my rock, who
trains my hands for
war, and my fingers

for battle.
Psalm 144:1
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From left, property owners Sharon Eckart and Jim and Cathy
Stringfield talk with an engineer from Bolton and Menk during
an open house February 27. Below left, head engineer Cory Bien-

fang.

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

house for $3.2 million
street/utility project

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

Many rumors and concerns were
put to bed the evening of Thursday,
Feb. 27, when the City of New Rich-
land and the engineering firm of Bol-
ton and Menk held an open house at
which residents could learn details
and have their questions answered
regarding the $3.2 million street and
utility reconstruction project set to
take place this summer.

The project will include complete
replacement of underground utilities
as well as regrading and resurfacing
the street, curbs and sidewalks on
two blocks of Ash Avenue South;
Third Street Southeast; Fourth Street
Southwest, and two blocks of South
Broadway Avenue. A new cul-de-sac
will also be added to Third Street
Southeast.

This project, which began with a
preliminary engineering report in
May of 2024, is about halfway
through its timeline. After Thurs-
day's meeting, the council will look
to approve final plans and specifica-
tions in a March council meeting and
then begin advertising for bids.

The stated purpose of the Feb. 27
meeting was to hear concerns, an-
swer questions, and entertain any
possible changes to the project be-
fore final approval.

“The intent tonight is to convey
progress of design and receive feed-
back and share how we’ve re-
sponded to that feedback,” Cory
Bienfang of Bolton and Menk
shared.

Asked why the city chose the
streets it did, Bienfang said, “These
are streets with significant need and

this is the project that the city can af-
ford.”
Project Specifications

Under all streets scheduled as part
of the project, sanitary sewers and
underground utilities will be re-
placed. Bienfang described the cur-
rent infrastructure as “failing and
undersized.”

Broadway Ave. S.: The street will
remain at its current 40-foot width.
Sidewalks on both the east and west
sides will be replaced.

Ash Ave. S.: This street, which
runs along the east face of the school
building, will be widened to 40 feet
by decreasing the boulevard near the
newly paved parking lot on the east
side of the road. The wider surface is
meant to accommodate two twelve-
foot-wide through lanes for traffic,
as well as eight-foot-wide parking
lanes on both the east and west sides.
The newly constructed parking lot
will not be affected.

“We met with the school and are
adamant about not interrupting reg-
ular school activities during con-
struction,”  city  administrator
Anthony Martens said during the
open house. “Nothing will be done
to the new parking lot. The one thing
changing will be new approaches
into the parking lot.”

Martens said a beneficial part of
the project will be a new, “very safe”
and ‘well lit” street crossing between
the school and the parking lot, as
well as a “well painted and signed
crosswalk.’

“We’re really hoping it will be a
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Ellendale
firefighters
complete ice
rescue training

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

On Saturday, March 1, 22 firefighters from El-
lendale, Medford and Blooming Prairie completed
about 12 hours of training to learn the best tech-
niques for rescuing someone who has gone
through ice into icy waters.

After about three hours of classroom instruction,
the group moved to Beaver Lake where a hole had
been prepared in advance for the practice. Trainees
made use of the Ellendale Fire Department’s ice
rescue equipment, acquired with grant funding
over the past couple of years. Busho credits de-
partment members Nolan and Tyler McGowan for
being vigilant about finding and following up on
grant opportunities.

The most visible piece of equipment was the in-
flatable raft, about 12 feet long, with strategically
placed openings meant to make it easier to lift vic-
tims out of the water and into the specially-shaped
boat.

Also used in the water rescues were the depart-
ment’s three “mustang suits,” waterproof, insu-
lated outfits which allow rescuers to enter the
water without becoming hypothermic while extri-
cating a victim.

“We ran different scenarios,” explains Ellendale
fire chief Logan Busho. “The idea was to get prac-
tice that felt almost like a real-life emergency,
where we rush to the location and start preparing
all kinds of equipment that we’re not sure we’re
going to use, but know we might need.”

Busho describes the most typical ice rescue in-
volving one or more people who have fallen
through thin ice or accidentally stepped on snow
covering a hidden breach in ice.

“The idea is to get both the victim and the res-
cue team off the ice safely,” Busho says. “Tech-
niques to do that include sending someone in next
to them in the mustang suit to attach a rope to
them, then have a crew haul both the victim and
the rescuer out across the ice,” explained Busho.
“Or there might be cases where we shuffle out
using our raft to physically load them up and slide
them out.” Trainees also learned techniques for
getting themselves out of a hole in the ice.

Crews were grateful for the new equipment dur-
ing the training, Busho observes, since without it,
the rescue technique was to walk out using an ex-

Pat Kruger suits up to simulate someone who has fallen through the ice and needs
to be rescued. The Ellendale Fire Department practiced three types of extrication during
their training session at Beaver Lake on Saturday, March 1, 2025.

tension ladder to distribute weight. “But if that
went through,” he commented, “the rescuers could
end up in the water.”

Busho explains firefighters are required to take
part in a fair number of training events, some of
which cover specialized situations. Along with
water rescue are topics such as vehicle extrication,
confined spaces, hazardous materials, and more.
Busho mentioned local firefighters have been
wanting to cover water rescue for the past five
years or so; with the newly acquired equipment,
with other department goals managed, and with
fairly predictable conditions on Beaver Lake, this

was the right time to schedule it.

“We have a group that doesn’t mind working
hard,” Busho said of his team. “They know it’s im-
portant to be as prepared as possible for whatever
happens, so they were glad to go out and do this,
even with all the physical challenges.”

Instructor for the day was veteran Inver Grove
Heights firefighter Daniel Bernardy, who now op-
erates his own rescue training company, working
through Safety and Security Consultants out of
Minnesota Lake.

County
addresses
legislation,
jail, and court
services

By DEB BENTLY
Staff writer

Along with numerous items of
business, Waseca County Com-
missioners and county admin-
istrator Michael Johnson spent
some time during their Feb. 18
meeting addressing the question
of “legislative priorities.” Com-
missioners had visits scheduled
with state-level representatives
during the week of Feb. 24 to
28, and had worked with
Johnson in creating a docket of
11 items which either are under
consideration during this year’s
session and would cause diffi-
culties for counties, or which
aren’t being addressed, even
though they are already known
to create difficulties.

On the list along with prop-
erty tax relief and a request that
funding for road and bridge con-
struction and Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) be increased
is the topic of how the process of
licensing cannabis retail and
production is being imple-
mented. The county’s observa-
tion is that a set of recent
changes “does not give county
governments comfort that we
are partners in this process.”

Commissioners will also be
asking state leaders to modern-
ize the state-wide Social Serv-
ices Information System (SSIS),
which, although it is used by
hundreds of workers, is noto-
riously inefficient, persistently
requiring about eight minutes to
come online at workstations.
Johnson speculated the state-
wide cumulative value of all that
wasted time in so many offices
is roughly $24,000 a day.

Commissioners  expressed
concern regarding proposed
changes in how child well-being
cases must be handled. County
attorney Rachel Cornelius esti-
mated a currently discussed
change in the law would have
staggering financial repercus-
sions, including “seven-digit”
cost increases for small counties.
Also a source of concern is a
proposed requirement that all
counties hire a staff surveyor
and arrange to have all un-
marked section and half-section
markers “monumented” within
the next few years. Mentioned as
roadblocks for these proposals
was the availability of surveyors
and the cost of the work—
Johnson stated the cost of re-
monumenting only Waseca
County will reach about $2 mil-
lion.

“Clearly we want to get that
work done,” Johnson stated,
“but the timeline and expecta-
tions under the proposal are un-
realistic.”

In other matters during their
work session and business meet-
ing, commissioners heard from
county sheriff Jay Dulas, who,
along with Cornelius, spoke
with neighboring counties re-
garding possible arrangements
to house people arrested and
charged with crimes in Waseca
County in their jails. Commis-
sioners had asked for a report in
recognition of two scenarios
under which the county would
need alternatives—the Depart-
ment of Corrections might order
a reduction in the number of in-
mates allowed in Waseca
County’s aging jail or the
amount of time they are allowed
to stay, or the county might have
to place inmates elsewhere dur-
ing a future construction project.

Dulas and Cornelius reported
having spoken with representa-
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Star Eagle

A good time of the
year for a draught

ael & Avary all kicking it into high
gear. Even though it was a chal-
lenge getting the mishmash of
groups positioned to be shorn, we
managed to get through them all
and make better time than we
could’ve imagined. We were able
to devour another wonderful meal
made by Mrs. Cheviot in a timely
fashion. With all the sheep now
shorn, we can focus our attention
on getting all the ewes with lambs
to the loafing area after we get
through the snowfall event. It’s
been nice to get as many moved out
of the lambing barn as we have. The
amount of climbing over panels has
decreased dramatically as has the
number of feed pans and small water
buckets. The warmer temps have
made the process more tolerable.
While we’re not out of the woods
entirely, we’re over 80% done lamb-
ing. Sure, another cold snap isn’t out
of the question but the likelihood of
one as long and deep as the one in
mid- February is unlikely. If we
lived through that, we can certainly
deal with a shorter one.

Sometimes after the bottle lamb
feeding and lamb checks before 10
p-m., I like to watch some TV be-
fore falling asleep. In the lead-up
to the Academy Awards there were
numerous movies with Oscar win-
ning performances. One night I
caught the tail end of The Last Pic-
ture Show and had forgotten how
many Hank Williams tunes were
part of the soundtrack. I found it
interesting that the movie was set
from November 1951 to October
1952 and great care was taken to
only include popular songs fitting
that timeframe. I wondered why
one of Hank’s all-time hits, Your
Cheatin’ Heart was not included.
Oddly enough, the song was
recorded in September of 1952 but
not released until late January in
1953, after Williams untimely
death. I thought that was perhaps
why. When I did some digging ho-
wever, I discovered that Your
Cheatin’ Heart was the “B” side to
Kaw-Liga on the “A” side of the
78 rpm. Both were recorded and
released at the same time. Kaw-
Liga was included in the movie.
Unless the song was the demo ver-
sion recorded in 1951 where Wil-
liams curses when he misplays a
chord and starts over again. Other-
wise, I can’t tell you why.

Poppy had another good week
to frolic outside and strew her toys
all over inside the house. One
needs to constantly be aware of
their location or it could result in a
fall, broken appendages or both.
Luckily she doesn’t play with
Legos or worse yet, jacks. As she’s
gotten older, she’s definitely more
predictable. She threw us a curve-
ball this past week though. We’ve
been religious about giving her
chewables for heartworm preven-
tion as well as one for flea and tick
protection. This has come off with-
out a hitch once a month for over
two years. She seemed to really
like them. For some reason, she ate
her heartworm medicine fine but
balked on the flea and tick medi-
cation. I tried coating it in butter.
She spit it out and licked the butter
off. I cut it in four small pieces and
embedded them in pieces of break-
fast sausage. She promptly spit
several of those out too, ate the
sausage and left the chewable.
After numerous attempts, she fi-
nally downed the last of her medi-
cine. There’s only one more dose
of each med left so it will be inter-
esting to see what she does next
time. She forgets that I’ve had
dogs most of my life. I may not
have seen all the herding dog
tricks but this ain’t my first rodeo.

See you next week...real good
then.

The scurs and Weather Eye are
back to receiving letters of scorn
and derision. Is Old Man Winter
coming in the back door or is he on
the front porch? Starting Thursday,
sunny with a modest chance of
overnight snow. Highs in the mid-
30’s with lows in the low 20’s.
Partly sunny on Friday with a
slight chance of forenoon snow.
Highs in the mid-30’s with lows in
the upper teens. Mostly sunny Sat-
urday, with highs in the upper 30’s
and lows in the low 20’s. Sunday,
mostly sunny with highs in the
mid-40’s and lows in the upper
20’s. Sunny on Monday with highs
in the upper 50’s and lows in the
upper 30’s. Tuesday, mostly sunny
with highs in the low 60’s and
lows in the upper 30’s.. Cloudy on
Wednesday with a good chance of
rain. Highs in the low 50’s with
lows in the low 30’s. On the 7th
we’ll see 11 hours and 30 minutes
of daylight as our daylight starts
increasing at 3 minutes per day.
Daylight Saving Time begins at 2
a.m. on March 9th. On March 12th
the sun will rise at 7:30 a.m. CDT.
The normal high for March 4th is
33 and the normal low is 17. The
scurs will dial Jackie Chiles if they
fall off the chair changing clocks
Sunday at 2 a.m.

Hearing more people fretting
about dry soils. As Mark Seeley
liked to put it, for the most part this
is a good time of the year to have
a drought. 1 certainly haven’t
missed moving snow. I know some
livelihoods rely on income from it
and more power to them. This has
been two years back to back and I
feel for them. I’ve also heard non-
sense like it’ll never snow again
only to see those folks eat their
words. It’s true, the topsoil isn’t
saturated, but it doesn’t need to be.
We received ample precip in No-
vember and December that added
to the moisture content in the
upper foot of soil locally. It al-
lowed fall tillage and anhydrous
ammonia to be applied under near
perfect conditions. Like last year,
January and February were both
well below normal in both snow-
fall and liquid equivalent precipi-
tation. The vast majority of the
March precip fell as rain and the
soil thawed, allowing it to soak in.
In April, we greased the skids as
we garnered over 4” of rain, the
majority of which fell after the
15th. May amounted to over 8 of
rain and June was over the top. It
doesn’t take long to saturate the soil
profile so careful what you wish for.

Bird watching after the snow
left has been hit and miss, mostly
miss lately. All the possible food
sources are exposed and while
there are occasional visitors,
they’re not consuming sunflower,
thistle and suet like when it was
bitter cold with snow on the
ground. This open winter should
also be a positive for the pheasant
population. There was a lot of corn
left in the fields, particularly
around the drowned-out spots
where corn heads chewed the low
placement ears up, shattering and
scattering the kernels on top of the
ground. Even though most of those
areas were worked, it didn’t bury
all of it, especially given the
amount there was. Recent morn-
ings, one can hear rooster pheas-
ants crowing across the landscape
on our way to do chores. A sure
sign of spring. Another was our first
robin of the season back on the 2nd,
followed by a few more. There
were some swans spotted flying
over the ranch on the 2nd as well.
We’re seeing glimpses and it’s get-
ting closer with each passing day.

We got the last group of sheep
shorn on Saturday with our expert
shearer, the Garden Gnome, Mis-
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Shuffle up and deal

During the cold snap a couple of
weeks ago, I imagine many people
stayed huddled indoors and grabbed
a deck of cards. Whether you are by
yourself or with others, there are in-
numerable card games you can play
to entertain when you’re stuck in-
side.

Last week, I wrote about evolu-
tion. That applies to card games, too.
It’s likely that many people play card
games on their phones or other de-
vices. But there’s nothing quite like
shuffling up that well-worn deck of
cards you’ve been using for years.
One of our decks like that is a Coca-
Cola deck. It’s easier to use than a
new deck with all the slippery cards.

You probably have decks that have
advertising on like that. That meant
you got it for free somewhere! When
I used to play poker at a local estab-
lishment, we would use decks of cards
from Diamond Jo’s casino; they
wouldn’t use a deck for long before
discarding it, so they were easy to
pick up for use elsewhere. Plus, it was
more advertising for Diamond Jo’s!

The first game many people
learned to play was Go Fish. After
dealing, you are looking for four of
a kind. Players take turns asking
someone for what they need. If that
player doesn’t have any, they tell the
questioner to go fish and pick up a
card from the deck. It’s easy and fun,
with just a dash of strategy.

If it wasn’t Go Fish, it was prob-
ably Solitaire for your first card
game. I still like to take out a deck of
cards from time to time and play at
the kitchen table. I’ve played online,
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by Mark Domeier
Contributing Writer

but there’s something about moving
those cards around myself. And if
you find that rare win, it’s gratifying
to place every single card on its re-
spective pile of diamonds, hearts,
clubs, and spades.

My parents were part of a card
club when I was growing up. Four or
five couples would get together and
play Sheephead or 500 all evening.
They had some way of keeping track
of scores and determining who was
the big winner at the end of the night.
It was hours of card playing that
Mom and Dad looked forward to
each month.

I inherited that ability to sit and
play cards for a long time. When 1
moved to New Richland, there was a
group of teachers who would get to-
gether and play different games, in-
cluding Hearts. Trying to find the
trump cards and working with a part-
ner without communicating was a lot
of fun. We’d find ourselves hours
into playing on any given weekend
or when we anticipated a snow day
coming.

I had gained a lot of knowledge
playing cards on the bus. (I guess this
can be an addendum to my recent
column about riding the bus!) When

I was of an age that I sat near the
back - because seating was based on
age - a group of us played cards each
day on the ride home. On occasion,
we’d drop cards on that nasty floor,
but they were easily wiped off and
play would continue.

In college, a couple of friends in-
troduced me to Hand and Foot. I
don’t remember all the rules, but you
needed one more deck of cards than
there were people playing. That made
for lots of decks in play sometimes!
Shuffling happened in shifts or with
many hands contributing. It was also
a game that would take at least an
hour to finish. Cleaning up the decks
afterward took some time too!

Speaking of mixed decks, Mi-
chelle introduced me to Spite and
Malice, a game for, usually, two
people, though more can play. You
need two decks of cards, and the
name implies what you do - try to
disrupt your opponent’s plans while
finishing off stacks of Ace to Queen.
Kings and Jokers are wild. We
played often enough that we just
have a Spite and Malice deck, rather
than sort the cards when we’re done.

When the kids were young and
we’d play Uno or other like games,

they would find it tough to hold all
the cards in their little hands. So my
grandma made a crocheted card
holder for each of us! It was really
very neat and served a purpose so the
kids’ cards wouldn’t fall all over the
place.

I really got into poker for a time
after Chris Moneymaker won the
World Series of Poker, and it became
a television sensation on ESPN. It
was so much fun playing with 30-40
people in a tournament style. Some-
times I'd be done in under an hour,
and other times I’d be sitting at a
table for much longer. And it never
felt like time lost.

That’s the beauty of playing cards.
You can pick any game you enjoy
and find yourself immersed in it. The
next thing you know, time has flown
by. Many games are easy to play
again immediately when someone
wins. All you need to do is shuffle up
and deal!

I’m sure there are plenty of card
games you play that I didn’t mention
here. And if any of these are ones
you hadn’t heard of, it’s easy enough
to Google rules and start a new
game. Deal me in!

Word of the Week: This week’s
word is quetch, which means to
break the silence, as in, “The only
thing to quetch during the card game
was the sound of shuffling, since the
players were intent on their cards.”
Impress your friends and confuse
your enemies!

Talent wins games; teamwork wins championships

This past Friday morning I made
the 1.5-hour drive to the Xcel Energy
Center for the annual Minnesota state
high school wrestling tournament.

Waseca County sent 13 wrestlers,
all of whom I worked to keep track
of for two days.

In the end I had the privilege of
photographing three medalists: two
state champions from WEM/JWP
and one fifth-place finisher from
Waseca. NRHEG wrestlers reg-
istered one victory in their matches.

State tournament time during the
winter seasons is one of my favorites
of the year. Wrestling, in particular,
is likely my favorite sport to cover at
this high a level. The energy from in-
dividual matches is unlike other
sports. It’s one-on-one, cut-throat.
Matches can be won or lost in an in-
stant. The panic as wrestlers nar-
rowly avoid a pin or the excitement
as they realize they’ve conquered
their foe—it’s truly exciting.

I really enjoy capturing the mo-
ments through my camera lens.
Wrestling is a very good sport for
photography. The excitement comes
not only from the competitors, but
from the deeply engaged fans sitting
nearby.

Back to Friday. After my drive to
the Cities, it took me nearly 45 mi-
nutes to find a parking spot, make the
walk to the arena, get through secu-
rity, and finally get matside. Thank-
fully, I didn’t miss any wrestlers I
needed to photograph. This year the
Wells school yearbook reached out
and asked me to take some photos of
their kids. So, really, I was chasing
16 wrestlers altogether. I didn’t get a
break until intermission, which came
between sessions 1 and 2, at about
2:30 p.m.

Johnnie Phillips, the Steele County
sports editor and myself, got lunch
together on West Seventh Street at an
Irish pub. We enjoyed a good conver-
sation that lasted more than an hour.
(Intermission was two hours.)

I’ve tried hard to grow relation-
ships with others in the news world.

Juet a Thought...

by Eli Lutgens

I genuinely believe we small town
newspaper people are “all in this to-
gether.” As a result, I share photos
with about a dozen news outlets ac-
ross southern Minnesota. I’ve shared
photos or stories both because
they’ve been requested or, some-
times, because I know the piece
would be useful to the other publica-
tion—a friendly partnership.

Johnnie, the Steele County Times,
and of course my mother’s paper, the
Janesville Journal are the newspapers
I work most closely with. With sec-
tion wrestling happening two weeks
ago, we (Johnnie and I) called each
other to divide and conquer. NRHEG
and JWP were wrestling in Blue
Earth. Many Steele County schools
and Waseca were in Rochester. So,
he took photos in Rochester of his
and my wrestlers, and my news-
papers covered Blue Earth.

Back to Friday. Following inter-
mission, I don’t recall getting much
of a break again until I was in my
hotel room later that night. And boy,
was that a process.

I arrived at the hotel in Mounds
View, about 14 minutes from the
center, and everything seemed to be
sour. It took almost 10 minutes be-
fore I could find a clerk to check me
in. Once I was checked in and
walked to my room on the third floor,
I discovered someone else was al-
ready staying in “my” room.

Back to the front desk I went.

After a moment, the lady behind
the counter said she had a room with
a smaller bed available or a larger
suite, “but that would cost more
money,” she said.

I was reminded of something I
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Waldorf Fire
Department St.
Patrick’s Day

fundraiser, March 16

The Waldorf Fire Department will
host a pancake breakfast fundraiser
on St. Patrick’s Day from 8 a.m. till
noon on Sunday, Mar. 16 at the Wal-
dorf Community Center.

NRHEG Music Boosters
Flower Fundraiser
through April 4

Members of the NRHEG Music
Boosters are selling $20 gift cards to
Souba Greenhouse of Owatonna and
Albert Lea. The music program re-
ceives a portion of the sale. Gift

cards can be used at either Souba
Greenhouse location, never expire,
and can be used to purchase any type
of products sold by the business.

New Richland Red

Hatters to meet April 8

The New Richland Red Hatters
will not meet again until April 8th
due to the cold weather. Stay warm,
friends, and on your feet.

New Richland Blood
Drive 1 to 6 p.m. April 9

Donors are encouraged to sign up
for an appointment or to walk in dur-
ing a blood drive from 1 to 6 p.m. at
the New Richland City Hall com-
munity room on Wednesday, April 9.

read a while back and instead of
complaining, I said, “You would be
the best night clerk attendant there is
if you just let me have the bigger
room.”

The lady smiled and gave me the
suite.

After a night’s rest, breakfast the
next morning, although it looked
questionable, was really good. And I
was back at the Xcel bright and early
at9 am.

After finding the best parking spot
I’ve found in the last three years of
state wrestling tournaments, I headed
in to discover the first round was
girls’ wrestling, which I had none to
cover.

So, I headed upstairs to the Pet-
singer suite.

My good friend Matt Petsinger,
former National Champion wrestler,
rents a suite each and every year for
the state tournament and allows me
to come up and visit with him and
also spend time taking care of work
during tournament downtimes. I
would like to take this moment to ex-

tend my thanks not only for the invi-
tation, but the friendship and com-
panionship of the Petsingers. The
day was full of good conversation
because I had much more downtime
than the day before.

After the second round of conso-
lation wrestling, I only had three
wrestlers to cover over the course of
the next several hours, up until about
9:30 p.m. During that time, I photo-
graphed numerous matches, and also
had good conversations with the
Waseca wrestling staff. They were
incredibly nice. After I talked with
them, they essentially ushered me
back to thank me for the photos I
took. More than the thanks, they
gave heartfelt, thoughtful answers to
my questions. Truly, a great group of
coaches and wrestlers.

I did not chat with NRHEG wres-
tling on this day, unfortunately, but I
did send coach Larson a thank you
for all he does for the program.

I arrived home Saturday evening
at about 11 p.m.

After two days of other types of
work, Monday night took me to
Mankato for the girls’ basketball sec-
tion semifinals. I witnessed two very
good games and would like to wish
the NRHEG girls luck Friday night
as they try to earn a trip to the state
tournament.

“Talent wins games, but teamwork
and intelligence win champion-
ships.” - Michael Jordan.
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Keen Bank to host
Food drive March 1
— April 4 and wili

match up to $1,000

February 26, 2025 (Waseca,
MN) — Keen Bank is hosting a
food drive, in conjunction with the
Minnesota Foodshare March Cam-
paign and will match every dona-
tion with $1.00, up to $1,000.00
for area food shelves. All Keen
Bank locations will be collecting
non-perishable food items and fi-
nancial donations March 1 — April
4 for local food shelves including
Community Pathways of Steele
County, Waseca Food Shelf and
Ellendale Food Shelf. Financial
donations are preferred and go
further due to access to food banks
and discount purchase programs,
allowing food shelves to purchase
items most needed in their com-
munities.

Minnesota FoodShare March
Campaign, the largest grassroots
food and fund drive in the state,
brings together organizations,
businesses, faith communities and
individuals to help stock and sup-
port the capacity of nearly 300
food shelves. To date, GMCC’s

Minnesota FoodShare has distrib-
uted over $18.5 million dollars via
the FoodFund, and 100 percent of
donations designated to Minnesota
FoodShare during the March Cam-
paign go into the FoodFund and
are distributed to participating food
shelves.

information, visit
gmcc.org/march-campaign.

HH#H#

About Keen Bank

Keen Bank is a local, family-
owned and managed bank that has
been proudly serving southern
Minnesota since 1874 with three
locations in Waseca, Owatonna
and Ellendale. Their commitment
to customers, responsiveness to
find solutions and genuine willing-
ness to help is the makeup of their
organization. Keen Bank meets the
needs of customers while main-
taining the personal aspects of
service that are synonymous with
community banking. For more in-
formation visit keen.bank.

Member FDIC

NORTHWEST
SPORTSHOW.

MARCH 13-16

: MINNEAPOLIS CONV. CENTER

Explore the new
RV AREA with
60,000 sq. ft. of
the latest makes
and models of
RVs, presented by
Metro RV Dealers
Association.

FISHING 101:
Cast for big
fish at LUNDker
Lake and test
your casting
with Lund Boat
Fishing Pros.

SAVE *5 TODAY!

USE PROMO CODE: SAVE

NorthwestSportshow.com

MARKETPLACE
EVENTS

E1 @NorthwestSportshow | @NWSportshow

The members of the grade 6 to 8 choir performed a range of numbers during their portion of the middle school music concert the
evening of Feb. 25. Group members also prepared a slide show which added visual elements to their performance.

Members of the middle school band performed the evening of

Feb. 25.

Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

Middle School concert
presents energy, variety

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

Musicians in grades six to eight
demonstrated their skill at vocal and
instrumental performance to a nearly
full house during the Junior High
Midwinter Concert the evening of
Feb. 25. Other “fine art” skills were
presented as well: imaginative model
dinosaurs and landscape paintings by
participants in high school art classes
were on display. Middle school mu-
sicians had also created appealing
slide shows to help introduce and
give visual representation to the mu-
sical numbers.

The 20 members of the grade 6 to
8 choir performed five songs as a
group: “Home on the Range,” “You
are My Sunshine,” “Ashokan Fare-
well,” featuring violin accompani-
ment by high-schooler Faith Phillips,
a composite of “Land of the Silver
Birch” and “My Paddle Keen and
Bright,” and the traditional spiritual
“Wade in the Water,” a song with a

contagious tune which vocal music
instructor and director Krista Reeder
stated had been “in everyone’s
heads” ever since students first heard
it.

The vocal portion of the concert
concluded with the eight members of
the junior chamber choir performing
“Journey the Night.”

The next group at the front were
the 21 members of the sixth-grade
band. They performed “Monuments”
and “Dragon Slayer.”

The 28 members of the junior high
band performed “Dark Matter,”
“Peer Gynt Suite,” and “Ancient
Voices.”

Vocal director Reeder and instru-
mental music instructor Seth
Schaefer thanked audience members
for attending and for encouraging
their students to take part in fine arts
programs. “Without these younger
musicians,” Schaefer urged, “the
high school band doesn’t exist.”

Directors also mentioned that

Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

NRHEG Secondary music instructors Krista Reeder and Seth

Schaefer.

Minnesota State High School League
(MSHSL) solo, ensemble and large
group contests take place in March.
To give community members a
chance to experience those “contest”
pieces prepared by musicians in
grades 9 to 12, the music department
is holding “showcase” events the
evening of Tuesday, March 11. Solo
and ensemble performances will
begin at 6 p.m. The pieces prepared
by the full band and choir will be

Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

presented beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Also called to the audience’s atten-
tion was the March 25 to 30 music
department trip to California.

The spring band concert, featuring
grades 5 to 12, will be May 13.

Reeder announced there will be an
“all-school” musical performed May
17 and 18. The play will be “The
Wizard of Oz.” Students in grades 5
to 12 are eligible to audition.

m County
from Page 1

tives from LeSueur, Rice and Steele
counties. They mentioned variations
in expected services and costs, nam-
ing $75 a day as the likely minimum
rate. Counties had included various
stipulations. Steele County, for ex-
ample, had requested a contract
under which Waseca County would
pay for a certain minimum number
of inmates per day, whether they
were actually present in the jail or
not.

Raised during the discussion were
additional points including whether
the jails have enough conference

WHEN IT COMES TO (<X [\Uz2:\\[¢[3, THERE IS ONE
11,11 [cPAMERICANAYINSURANGCER ', (o], i i » o B

We won’t shovel manure, but then again you probably know someone that will.

MPCI

Hail | Fire | Wind | Replant
A

AMERICANA

* INSURANCE GROUP *

“We’re the “A” Team”

Call us Today!

507-377-2000
Albert Lea

507-801-1100
Wells

507-684-2314
Ellendale

| WWW amerlcanamsurance com

rooms to facilitate access to online
court proceedings, whether they pro-
vide fingerprinting services, and
whether Waseca County staff—for ex-
ample, probation officers—would
have sufficient access to inmates for
the many needed discussions and
meetings.

Also brought up during the discus-
sion was how Waseca County arres-
tees would be treated at alternate
locations. Commissioner Brad Mil-
brath, who finished a 12-year term as
county sheriff in 2022, stated that
Waseca’s jail is known for treating
inmates in a respectful way. “Having
control over inmates makes a world
of difference,” he said. “We’ve had
many people thank us for the way
we’ve taken care of their [family
member].

“Waseca’s is probably the fairest

jail you can be in.”

No decisions or arrangements
were reached during the discussion,
whose purpose was to begin prepar-
ing for a likely future need.

County public works director Jim
Kollar reported that low bids on re-
placing three bridges within the
county came to a total of about $1.3
million, well over 80 percent of
which will be paid by government
grants. Two bridges on County Road
54 and one on C.R. 55 are due for re-
placement with large concrete cul-
verts. Work will begin this
summer—in the case of C.R. 54, in
mid-June at the earliest.

Commissioners heard from court
services director Jonathon Schiro re-
garding the possibility of changing
the “delivery model” used in his de-
partment. Thanks to recent change in

funding practices at the state level,
Schiro reported there is now a pos-
sible financial advantage to adding
staff to his department who would
handle court cases in which defen-
dants are charged with felonies.

Until now, the court services office
has worked with individuals facing
misdemeanor and petty misde-
meanor charges, in addition to any
cases with juvenile defendants.
Cases involving felony charges have
been handled out of a state Depart-
ment of Corrections office located in
Waseca.

After hearing Schiro’s report,
commissioners gave the go-ahead to
begin the process. Schiro estimated
it will take about six months to fully
implement the change.

PACK THE TRAILER

COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE

To benefit the
New Richland

Area Food Shelf, and

other local food
pantries.

Collecting

March 1st-21st

Nonperishable food, personal care

items, and paper products to all

Arcadian Bank locations.

ARCADIAN7A]
BANK fa
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Nancy Ver Hey

Nancy Elaine (Nielsen) Ver Hey
passed in her home surrounded by
loved ones on February 26, 2025.
She was 87 years old. Nancy was
born on June 12, 1937 on her
grandparent’s farm in Freeborn
County to Niels and Dennise (Pe-
tersen) Nielsen. She was born,
raised, went to school and lived in
Freeborn County her whole life.
She attended country school in
District #35 through eighth grade
when the family bought their own
farm near Geneva. She graduated
from Ellendale High School in
1955. She met Eddie Ver Hey at
the outdoor free show in Geneva,
and they later married on July 21,
1956. They lived in Albert Lea,
then Hayward until 1961, when
they moved to Hollandale on the
east shore of Geneva Lake, where
they currently reside. They were
married 68 years.

Nancy worked at Wilson & Co.
as a secretary until 1958 when the
family started to grow. She then
went to work as a banker for about
40 years. She was active at Com-
munity Lutheran Church in
Geneva, in Altar Guild, Church
Council, Tones Choir, Ladies
Group and sewed many quilt tops
for the Quilters group.

In 1999 Nancy retired from the
bank and immediately got back to
work as a farm hand. She was a
farmer at heart and enjoyed 20
years of driving her tractor
“Snoopy” and loving harvest time.

Nancy is survived by her hus-
band Eddie of Hollandale; daugh-
ter Joni (Scott) Groth of Ellendale
and their children: Allison (Chad)
Muilenburg (Cloe, Oliver), Benja-
min Groth (Wyatt, Baylor), and
Abraham Groth (Aidyn, Adam);
daughter Judi Ver Hey of Clarks
Grove; son Mark (Joanna) Ver Hey

Nancy Ver Hey

of Hollandale and their children
Bennett (Tiffany) Ver Hey (Cam-
eron, Sophia, Toby), Grant (Kris-
tine) Ver Hey (Jack) and Nate
(Whitney) Ver Hey (Wesley);
daughter Jill (Shannon) Jensen of
Clarks Grove and their children
Taylor Jensen, Ahnika Jensen and
John Jensen. Also surviving sister-
in-law Darlene Nielsen, sister Joan
(Marion) Mast, brother Doug (Pat)
Nielsen, brother Steve (Jinny)
Nielsen and many nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, brother Larry Nielsen,
parents-in-law Edward and Anna
Ver Hey; brothers/sisters-in-law
Lillian (Ray) Thompson, Skin (De-
lores) Ver Hey, Shirley (Gordy)
Stanley, Gus (Mary) Davidson,
Orlin (Evelyn) Thomas.

The family will host a funeral
service on Saturday, March 8§, at
11:00 a.m., Community Lutheran
Church in Geneva, Minnesota. Vis-
itation will be held one hour prior
to service at 10:00 a.m.

Expressions of sympathy may be
shared by visiting www.Bonnerup-
FuneralService.com

NR POLICE

Calls received and/or action
taken by the New Richland Police
Department in January 2025:

* Wednesday, January 1, 00:25 -
Traffic Stop,155th St/State High-
way 30, Warning-verbal

* Wednesday, January 1, 15:45 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 1, 15:46 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Wednesday, January 1, 21:11 -
Noise Complaint(Not Music), 2nd
St. SE, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 1, 21:34 -
Assist Ambulance (law), Ist St.
NE, Assist Rendered

* Thursday, January 2, 18:04 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Thursday, January 2, 18:04 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Claered

 Thursday, January 2, 21:56 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/High-
way 30,

Warning-verbal

* Friday, January 3, 03:43 - As-
sist Ambulance (law), Broadway
Ave S, Assist Rendered

* Friday, January 3, 09:46 - Sus-
pected Vulnerable Adult Abuse, 1st
St. NE, Cleared

* Friday, January 3, 14:53 - As-
sist other Agency (law), Highway
13/210th Ave, Not able to Locate

* Friday, January 3, 18:11 - As-
sist Ambulance (Law), 1st St. NE,
Assist Rendered

 Saturday, January 4, 00:06 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

 Saturday, January 4, 10:56 -
Parking(Complaint/violation), S
Broadway Ave, Cleared

 Saturday, January 4, 12:29 -
Assist Ambulance(Law), Broad-
way Ave S, Cleared

+ Saturday, January 4, 15:55 -
suspicious Vehicle, 3rd St. NE,
Cleared

 Saturday, January 4, 16:08 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/235th
Ave, Warning-Verbal

 Saturday, January 4, 22:00 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

 Saturday, January 4, 22:02 -
Traffic Stop, 160th St./240th Ave,
Traffic Citation

* Sunday, January 5, 01:03 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/250th
Ave, Warning-verbal

* Sunday, January 5, 17:20 - As-
sist Ambulance (law), 1st St. SE,
Assist Rendered

* Monday, January 6, 13:44 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Rlchland City
Of, Cleared

* Monday, January 6, 13:44 -
Lock Check(building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,

Cleared

* Monday, January 6, 15:08 -
Ash Ave S, Cleared

* Monday, January 6, 20:27 -
traffic Stop, Highway 13/3rd St.
NE, Traffic Citation

* Tuesday, January 7, 10:16 - Es-
cort (all types), 2nd St. NW,
Cleared

* Tuesday, January 7, 13:46 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City
Of, Cleared

* Tuesday, January 7, 13:46 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Tuesday, January 7, 14:17 -
Driving Complaint, Highway
13/315th Ave, Warning-Verbal

* Tuesday, January 7, 15:02 - Di-
rected Patrol, Ash Ave S, Cleared

* Tuesday, January 7, 16:45 -
Traffic Stop, 2nd St. SW/EIm Ave,
Warning-Verbal

* Tuesday, January 7, 20:42 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13?250th
Ave, Traffic Citation

* Tuesday, January 7, 21:18 -
Traffic Stop, 2nd St. SE, Warning-
Verbal

* Tuesday, January 7, 21:54 -
Welfare Check, 2nd St. SW,
Cleared

* Wednesday, January 8, 13:30 -
Assist Other Agency (law), Ash
Ave S, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 8, 22:19 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Thursday, January 9, 13:24 -
Misc All Other, Ash Ave S,
Cleared

* Friday, January 10, 00:06 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City
Of, Cleared

* Friday, January 10, 11:40 -
Suspicious Person, N Broadway
Ave/Division St., Log Report

* Friday, January 10, 15:40 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Richland City
Of, Cleared

* Friday, January 10, 15:40 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

 Friday, January 10, 21:31 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/240th
Ave, Warning-Verbal

* Saturday, January 11, 15:44 -
Directed Patrol, New RIchland
City Of, Cleared

* Saturday, January 11, 15:45 -
Lock Check ( building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Saturday, January 11, 16:13 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/235th
Ave, Warning-Verbal

* Saturday, January 11, 21:34 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/235th
Ave, Warning-Verbal

* Saturday, January 11, 22:58 -
Animal Complaint/Bite, Highway
30/Broadway Ave S, Cleared

MNSHSL State Wrestling Tournament

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

“We can cross this bridge together”
bayviewfuneral@gmail.com

507-373-4330 ¢ 1415 Hwy. 13 N. ¢ Albert Lea
Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939

You Have a Choice.

( We strive every day to help families create
services that are unique, special and
noticeably different from other funeral homes
or cremation services. We believe choices are
so important and we are passionate about
informing families of all their options. We
invite you to call us today at 507-373-2461

to learn more about how we can help you if
you're looking for a new choice.

Friday, March 7
and April 11
5 P.M. until gone
Elendale Community Center
Ful fry, solad bor and
FIREHOUSE BEANS!!

FREE WILL DONATION

All proceeds go towards
the Ellendale Fireman .
Relief Association

217 West Division Street
New Richland, MN 56072
www.BonnerupFuneralService.com

308 7th Avenue
Ellendale, MN 56026

FUND RAISER
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* Sunday, January 12, 15:36 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Sunday, January 12, 15:36 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Monday, January 13, 22:42 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 15, 14:37
- Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 15, 14:37
- Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Wednesday, January 15, 15:03
- Directed Patrol, Ash Ave S,
Cleared

* Wednesday, January 15, 16:05
- Traffic Stop, Highway 30/Ash
Ave S, Warning-Verbal

* Wednesday, January 15, 18:46
- Traffic Sop, Broadway N/Divi-
sion St., Traffic Citation

¢ Thursday, January 16, 15:39 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Thursday, January 16, 15:40 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Rlchland City Of,
Cleared

¢ Thursday, January 16, 22:55 -
Assist Ambulance (law), Ist St.
NE, Assist Rendered

* Friday, January 17, 01:20 -
Alarm, State Highway 13, Cleared

e Friday, January 17, 17:30 -
Traffic Stop, 3rd St. NE/Highway
13, Warning-Verbal

* Saturday, January 18, 01:23 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Saturday, January 18, 23:47 -
Directed Patrol, New RIchland
City Of, Cleared

* Sunday, January 19, 22:56 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Sunday, January 19, 23:10 -
Suspicious Circumstance, 240th
Ave, Cleared

* Monday, January 20, 15:50 -
Directed Patrol, New RIchland
City Of, Cleared

* Monday, January 20, 15:50 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Monday, January 20, 16:18 -
Assist Ambulance (law), State
Highway 83/State Highway 30,
Assist Rendered

* Tuesday, January 21, 11:54 -
Misc All Other, New Richland

* Tuesday, January 21, 15:44 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Tuesday, January 21, 15:44 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City Of,
Cleared

* Tuesday, January 21, 19:38 -
Suspicious Circumstance, 3rd St.
NE, Cleared

¢ Tuesday, January 21, 22:08 -
Alarm, State Highway13, Cleared

* Tuesday, January 21, 2:33 -
Traffic Stop, Aspen Ave N/3rd St.
NE, Warning-Verbal

* Wednesday, January 22, 20:33
- Traffic Stop, Highway 13/240th
Ave, Warning-Verbal

* Wednesday, January 22, 21:59
- Assist Ambulance (law), Ist St.
NE, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 22, 22:29
- Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 22, 23:09
- Traffic Stop, 160th St./State
Highway 30, Cleared

* Wednesday, January 22, 23:16
- Noise Complaint (Not Music),
Cedar Ave N/1st St. NW, Cleared

¢ Thursday, January 23, 08:04 -
Assist Other Agency (law), Main
St., Assist Rendered

¢ Thursday, January 23, 08:46 -
Assist Ambulance (law), State
Highway 13, Log Report

* Thursday, January 23, 22:36 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

 Thursday, January 23, 22:46 -
Ordinance Violation, 240th Ave,
Cleared

* Thursday, January 23, 23:13 -
Suspicious Vehicle, 5th St. NW,
Cleared

* Friday, January 24, 15:47 - Di-
rected Patrol, New Rlchland Clty
Of, Cleared

 Friday, January 24, 15:47 -
Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Rlchland Clty Of,
Cleared

 Friday, January 24, 16:48 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 30/Birch
Ave S, Traffic Citation

 Friday, January 24, 17:47 -
Warrant  Service,  Highway
30/Birch Ave S, No Contact

* Friday, January 24, 20:52 - In-
formation Call Only, Balsam Ave
S, Cleared

* Friday, January 24, 21:00 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/High-
way 30, Warning-Verbal

* Saturday, January 25, 15:39 -
Directed Patrol, New RlIchland
City Of, Cleared

City Of, Written Report

~ www.facebook. com/SunHoneyLLC

507-4B1-1718 %
AE

FARMERS

Mike Bishman
121 WEST BROADWAY

Time for Punxsutawney Phil Jr. to take over

Genie and I attended the Celebra-
tion of the Life of Les Anderson on
Friday, February 21, 2025 at Salem
Lutheran Church in Albert Lea.

It was our pleasure to enjoy many
good times over the years with Les
and wife Lois. The singing events,
the bus rides, activities at Good Earth
Village Spring Valley, Minnesota,
political topics, laughing at and with
each other. Thanks, Les, for the
memories.

We listened to son Doug and his
great humor telling stories of father
and son, plus his singing of “The
Lord's Prayer.” Lois, you had your
hands full with those two!! To you, I
say, “A job well done!!”

Notice to all you fisherman: It's
that time of the year to be sure you're
fishing legally. Different lakes have
different rules for when it is open for
fishing and when it is closed. Even
the same lake can be open or closed
depending where you are fishing.
(Border Lakes are a good example.)

An easy law to follow is: Don't
leave any trash on the lake ice. In
some cases the DNR have a picture

FACT OR FICTION

...you decide

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

of where your fish house was on the
lake, so they just might know the
guilty party by the license in the pic-
ture of the house.

Should friends be given permis-
sion to use your fish house and leave
trash on the ice, two things might
happen: 1. You now have former
friends. 2. You will pay the fine for
the trash the former friends left on
the ice.

There is a time when son steps into
dad's shoes and takes over to the best
of son's ability. Such was the case
this year in the Pennsylvania family
of Phil the groundhog. Phil Jr. wasn't
quite ready to step into Phil Sr. shoes.
Phil Jr. just got a little mixed up in

his forecast. The prediction should
have been bye-bye winter starting
Sunday, February 23, 2025.

The Punxsutawney's Phil family
knows all good parents will forgive
like their parents did!!

March is one busy month in many
of our lives, for example:

The entire month is getting ready
for the Twins baseball 2025 season.

March 3: Fat Tuesday at Mardi
Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana.

March 4: The 1st day of Mardi
Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana.

March 5: Ash Wednesday the st
day of Lent.

March 9: Daylight savings begins.

March 14: Full Moon.

March 17: St. Patrick's Day.

March 20: 1st day of Spring.

March 33: Ole thinks about only
33 more days til he doesn't wear long
johns under his bib overalls.

Worldly things that worldly people
like you should know.

1. There are “Dog blood banks” in
parts of the U.S.A. Your dog may do-
nate and receive blood if eligible.

2. Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC)
is in the process of moving their cor-
porate headquarters to Texas. Will
they then become Texas Fried
Chicken (TFC)??

3. An altar guild at a Lutheran
Church can host a fabulous Valen-
tine's brunch. How do I know? Be-
cause Genie and [ attended the
fabulous brunch on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23 at Cross of Glory Lutheran
Church in Hartland, Minnesota.

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children,
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it,
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There
is always room for God.

Area college students honored

(January 16, 2025) - Riverland
Community College is pleased to an-
nounce the students whose academic
achievement placed them on the
2024 Fall president's and dean's lists.
Riverland congratulates these indi-
viduals for their outstanding aca-
demic accomplishments.

President's List

To be eligible for the president's
list students must have completed 6
credits per semester and have earned
a grade-point average of at least 3.75
on a 4.00 scale.

Dean's List

To be eligible for the dean's list
students must have completed 6

credits per semester and have earned
a grade-point average of 3.25 to 3.74
on a 4.00 scale.
HOMETOWN, STATE; NAME,
HONOR
Ellendale, MN
Wyatt Larson, Dean's List
Holly Bartness, President's List
Evan Beckmann, Dean's List
Melina Bell, President's List
Madison Bogue, President's List
Andrea Briggs, President's List
Mariah Christ, Dean's List
Carter Flatland, President's List
Paige Knudson, Dean's List
Tyler Martin, Dean's List
Sierra Misgen, President's List

Sabra Mullenmaster, President's
List
Gretchen Ramaker, President's
List
Cody Reistad, Dean's List
Adalyn Stadheim, President's List
Courtney Techau, Dean's List
Madison Thurnau, Dean's List
Georgia Zimprich, Dean's List
Geneva, MN
Laynie Bure, President's List
Kiyah Mikesell, Dean's List
Hartland, MN
Jozie Klimmek, Dean's List
Hope Nielsen, President's List
Preslie Nielsen, President's List
Reese Routh, Dean's List

New Richland, MN
Meela Budach, Dean's List
Kyra Cain, Dean's List
Peyton Curtis, Dean's List
Alden Dobberstein, President's
List
Kyera Eustice, Dean's List
Aidan Schlaak, President's List
Mallory Schlinger, President's
List
Grace Starman, President's List
Waldorf, MN
Tayla Sandry, President's List

m Streets
from Page 1

good experience
Martens concluded.

Fourth Street SW: The street will
be resurfaced and remain 31 feet
wide. New sidewalk connecting Ash
and Broadway Ave. will be installed
on the south side.

Third St. SE: The most contro-
versial street in this project will see
the street narrowed to 36 feet wide
and moved about three feet south in
some portions to straighten the road.
A cul-de-sac will be installed on the
east end to help improve water drai-
nage.

“You have to think about the
people who live there,” resident
James Stringfield told Bolton and
Menk. “You’re not looking at my
property. No one utilizes that part of

[for users],”

the sidewalk... I'm losing shade
trees... bird feeders. I sure would
like to save those.”

“We’re here today to take feed-
back and understand,” Bienfang an-
swered. “The intent of the project is
to be mindful of all the improve-
ments... We’re trying to do it in the
most thoughtful way.”

“I’'m assessed $27,000 and I’'m not
getting any value out of it,” String-
field responded. “[That] $27,000
isn’t going to increase the value of
my property. If no one is listening,
what can I do?” Stringfield asked.

Bienfang offered to meet with
Stringfield and discuss the possibility
of saving one of the trees. It was also
shared that sewer lines run right
under the trees in question.

Stringfield, along with any others
with concerns, were also encouraged
to direct their opinions to the city
council.

Street Assessments
In order to pay for this $3.2 mil-
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lion improvement, the city is bond-
ing for approximately $2.7 million
and assessing $467,000 from prop-
erty owners.

The city has not used special as-
sessments to collect funds for con-
struction in more than a decade; local
residents have stated the additional
taxes will be a burden.

Asked why the city can’t bond for
the entire $3.2 million, administrator
Martens said assessment is “a ‘nor-
mal part of an improvement process.

“We would love to not charge [in-
dividual street assessments],” said
Martens. “But these types of projects
can’t be done without them.”

He also said the cost of the bonds
and the burden to the taxpayers
would be too great.

Martens said no grants could be
obtained for this project because it is
categorized as normal improvement
and regular maintenance.

Many residents came to the Feb.
27 open house with concerns; many

left satisfied.

Sharon Eckart, who met with Bol-
ton and Menk in her home to talk
about her concerns, said she is now
feeling confident about the project.

“I still have questions that I’1l ask
later on, but I know they will get an-
swered,” Eckart stated. “I’m im-
pressed with this engineering firm.

“Corey Bienfang is honest, down
to earth,” Eckart praised. “And he
listened to me and Norm.”

Administrator Martens said Bien-
fang “deserves some praise. He’s
done a great job.”

Going forward, the council will
have to approve the final plans for
this project and authorize bids. Their
next regular meeting is scheduled for
March 10.

Approximately a month after that
approval, the city will call for an as-
sessment hearing for assessed prop-
erty owners. Construction is likely to
start in June with completion pro-
jected in May of 2026.

Bent Tree North

Wind Farm Project

OWATONNA, MN 55060

INSURANCE

“America Can Depend on Farmers”

1-507-451-0193 or
1-800-856-9864

“America Can Depend on Farmers”

pivision of WASECA SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

13113-315th Ave. » Waseca, MN 56093

507-835-5150 Jerry Demmer * Local Representative

507-369-6431
Localrepresentativejd@gmail.com

ﬂ BentTreeWindFarm - alliantenergy.com/benttree

Also Available: Concrete pumping, rebar, ready mix concrete, landscape rock.

OLSON EXCAVATING
Mé‘ <)
& )

s GPS Controlled
Drain Tile Installation
s Open Ditch Clean Cut
s Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
sk Concrete And Tree Removal
sk Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
sk Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
s Snow Removal & Sanding

*K Dedicated staff including
two full-time morticians

8 New in 2022, one-level facility

% On-site crematory

BUILD
HA.DAKOTA

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FULL-RIDE
SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

SMUTHEAST

Technical College

e O\ b
Brandon Flatness, aner » st 507 845-2440 =" 507-383-2008

K Pre-need insurance agent S everything you need!

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 e info@nasinecth.com

N
J

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

~_)

—

Main Street Dental Clinics

~fartahle denticotr
comiortapnle aenustry

‘.h..

Your Health. Your Community.
A Program of TRELLIS"
Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It's Main Street Dental.

WAKE CHARGE OFYOUR *
HEALTH WITH JUNIPER
Juniperoffers a variety of classes that can
A help you}t fit, live well and prevent falls.
Find classes in your area at www.yourjuniper.org/mn

o)
605-367-6040 | admissions@southeasttech.edu
SOUTHEASTTECH.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS

New Richland
(507) 463-0502
132 Broadway Ave
N, New Richland,
MN 56072

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews Dr
#100, Mankato, MN
56001

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage

Rd, Owatonna, MN
55060

Rochester
(507) 536-7700
3110 Wellner Dr

Blooming
Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E,
Blooming Prairie,
MN 55917

NE, Rochester, MN
55906
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* Minnwest Bank
* Xcel Energy
* Waseca Glass
* Tesch Service Center
* Blaze Credit Union
* Waseca Floral
* Mediacom
* Deml Ford

* Waseca Walmart
* Lenz Lawn Service
* Dominos

* Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric

* Bruce Ebnet

* VFW Post 1642

Waseca’s

* All American Foods
* Waseca Dental Care
* Waseca Police Dept
* Riverside Ramblers 4-H
* Wealth - Brad Connors
* Waseca Sheriff’s Office
* Waseca Fire Dept
* Waseca City Hall &

* Suburban Furniture Street Crews
* Diane Beckmann - * Waseca County
Thrivent Fairgrounds

* Sam Morgan

* Waseca Sleigh & Cutter
Members

* Kwik Trip
* 13 N Express Lube
* Cinch Connectivity

* ICAN Solutions
* Waseca Area * Katie Gonzales-
Foundation State Farm
* KEEN Bank * Owatonna Hy-Vee
* M Peters Ent * Mid State Mutual
* Winegar, Inc * Metro Net

* Blaze Credit Union
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Brandon Wayne

Brandon Wayne achieves
circle of success: recognition
at Ameriprise Financial

Owatonna, Minnesota — Feb-
ruary 7, 2025 - Brandon
Wayne, CRPC® a Private
Wealth Advisor with Wayne
Norrid Wetmore Wealth Man-
agement, a private wealth advi-
sory of Ameriprise Financial
Services, LLC in Owatonna,
has qualified for the company’s
Circle of Success annual rec-
ognition program and will be
honored for this achievement in
2024.

To earn this achievement,
Wayne established himself as
one of the company’s top advi-
sors. Only a select number of
high-performing advisors earn
this distinction.

He has 24 years of experi-
ence with Ameriprise Finan-
cial.

As a Private Wealth Advisor,
Wayne provides financial ad-
vice that is anchored in a solid
understanding of client needs
and expectations and provided
in one-on-one relationships
with his clients. For more infor-
mation, please contact Brandon
Wayne at (507)444-0901, visit
the Ameriprise office at 1850
Austin Rd, Ste 104, Owatonna,
MN 55060 or visit his website

https://www.ameripriseadvi-
sors.com/brandon.2.wayne/

About Ameriprise Financial

At Ameriprise Financial, we
have been helping people feel
more confident about their fi-
nancial future for 130 years.
With extensive investment ad-
vice, asset management and in-
surance capabilities and a
nationwide network of 10,000
financial advisors, we have the
strength and expertise to serve
the full range of individual and
institutional investors' financial
needs.

Hi#

Company founded June 29,
1894.

Investment products are not
insured by the FDIC, NCUA or
any federal agency, are not de-
posits or obligations of, or
guaranteed by any financial in-
stitution, and involve invest-
ment risks including possible
loss of principal and fluctuation
in value.

Investment advisory pro-
ducts and services are made
available through Ameriprise
Financial Services, LLC, a reg-
istered investment adviser.

LERBERG’S

CAR WASH
& COIN
LAUNDRY

Full line of cardio, free
weights, power racks,
dumbbells, barbells, &

circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

FITNESS
CENTER

& TANNING

507-684-2471

NRHEG 81, TCU 55

NRHEG Junior Camryn VanMaldeghem goes to the basket against TCU defender Ella
Schmiesing. Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

"My A

Junior Gabrielle Schlaak attempts a corner three-point shot in
the second half of Monday night’s game.

Lady Panthers
headed to section
championship game

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

NRHEG sophomore Clara Buendorf
.

118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

After a dominant 81-55 win
over Tri-City United (TCU) at the
Taylor Center in Mankato Mon-
day night, the Lady Panthers bas-
ketball team will try to earn its
first trip to the state tournament
since the 2016-"17 season.

The Panthers improved to 22-5
overall and will take on Glencoe
Silver Lake for the Section 2AA
Championship Friday night at 8
p.m. in the Taylor Center.

“We are very excited for the
privilege and the opportunity to
play in the section championship
game on Friday,” NRHEG head
coach Onika Peterson said. “I am
so proud of this group of girls.”

Peterson called the night a “pro-
gram win.” All night long the Pan-
thers forced the Titans into errors
as the defense collapsed and
trapped whenever the ball was
passed into the corners. This led
to the Panthers forcing more than
20 turnovers in the game.

“We have talked all year about
how it takes a program to do

OIL. CHANGE SPECIAL
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Marthaler Honda

of AlbertLea monDpa

359'99 2114 E Main St

for full synthetic [EEACAI
with a tire rotation

607-373-2341

Cheapest
oil change

special in
town!

marthalerhonda.com

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts
.t T 1T 2T 12T 2T T T T T T TR R

"I am so proud of

this group of girls.”
— Head coach
Onika Peterson

well,” Peterson said. “It takes
every single person, whether they
are running our scout team, re-
bounding, making the extra pass,
diving on the loose ball, or scor-
ing points.”

The Panthers did not trail in
this game, and led by as many as
ten in the first half. However, the
Titans cut into the lead, making it
37-31 at halftime.

Within two minutes of the sec-
ond half, buckets from both Van-
Maldeghem sisters pushed the
Panther lead to ten. Over the final
eleven minutes of the game, the
Panthers extended their lead and
never looked back.

The VanMaldeghem twins
were a force Monday night, scor-
ing 53 combined points. Quinn
registered an impressive triple

VEEY

NRHEG Junior Quinn VanMaldeghem scores two of her 19
points after a steal and score against TCU. In the game she reg-
istered a triple-double, with 10 rebounds and 12 steals.

double with 19 points, 10 re-
bounds and 12 steals. Camryn led
the Panthers in scoring with 34
points. Dominant in the paint was
Kylie Olson who was third in
scoring with 17 points. She added
seven boards with numerous of-
fensive put-backs.

“This group has been improv-
ing every game and we can't wait
to make a run on Friday,” Peter-
son concluded.

Individually for the Panthers:

1 G. SCHLAAK- 3 pts, 4 re-
bounds, 1 steal

2 E. BOERNER- 1 rebound

4 Q. VANMALDEGHEM- 19

pts, 10 rebounds, 2 assists, 12
steals, 2 blocked shots

10 C. BUENDORF- 2 pts, 2 re-
bounds, 1 steal

12 C. VANMALDEGHEM- 34
pts, 2 rebounds, 1 assist, 4 steals,
1 blocked shot

15 C. STORK- 2 pts, 1 re-
bound, 2 steals

23 A. GROSKREUTZ 1 re-
bound

24 E. STADHEIM- 4 pts

32 K. OLSON- 17 pts, 7 re-
bounds, 1 steal



8 Thursday, March 6, 2025

Star Eagle

A few glimpses of nature at its best

As we, as true Minnesotans, work
our way towards the next season
(spring), the older generation still
keeps a lookout over their shoulder
for that one big snowstorm that will
most certainly come our way before
the next season appears. For years it
was an unwritten rule that there
would be a blizzard on the same
weekend as the state basketball tour-
nament. That old ism has pretty
much disappeared, along with many
of our fellow soothsayers. I am
amazed that that furry rodent named
Phil is still going strong in the folk-
lore world.

I look at this time of year as a time
to reflect on what was and what is yet
to come. I like to reminisce about my
younger years and look forward to
the days to come. I have mentioned
many times that I enjoy watching the
birds at the feeders, but I know that
it will not be long before those an-
noying blackbirds appear to empty
my feeders. For some reason, I just
do not like those birds. I love the call
of red winged blackbirds, but they
are almost like a different species to
me. As a kid hanging out at the
bridge on North Bridge Ave, I wel-
comed the call of those birds. That is

)
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and Water

by Dick Herfindahl
Outdoors Writer

a sound that I would recognize any-
where. On a rare occasion, a yellow
headed blackbird would appear and
set up housekeeping in a nest built
among the cattails of the slough.
When I spotted one of them it was al-
ways a special time.

Yes, spring not only brought birds,
but tadpoles would soon appear,
which in turn would eventually
evolve into frogs. That’s probably
where Newton got his theories.

I love watching the cardinals,
finches, nuthatches, chickadees, and
woodpeckers as they appear at our
feeders at home. When I am at the
cabin, we have a larger variety of
birds that visit, along with some four-
legged critters. Over the years we
have seen a variety of critters both
large and small. We have seen many

up close and personal and some have
appeared on the trail camera.

We once had a badger walk out
from under our deck and meander
ever so slowly over to the cabin next
door. One year we had a martin in a
tree outside of the cabin watching my
wife do dishes. Another time, we had
a bear come up on the deck and look
through the sliding glass door. It
started to go after our bird feeders, so
I went out on the deck and yelled at
it. It stopped as if it understood the
meaning of the word “No” when |
yelled at it.

Last year, while none of us were
there, our trail cameras captured two
large black bears visiting our feeders.
These bears were huge. I really hope
that they survived the hunting sea-
son. We have also had a bobcat, coy-

ote, numerous deer, raccoons, fox
and a skunk captured on camera.

I can’t wait to get back up there to
start watching the numerous birds
and critters that visit our cabin each
year. Spring and early summer are
mosquito feeding time and I have fed
my share. Last year I had to cut my
visit short because those pesky in-
sects invaded the cabin and I had to
spend the nights sleeping with a
sheet over my head. I eventually got
tired of scratching myself and headed
for home. I know that at least twenty-
five of those little vampires rode
home with me. I can usually tolerate
them, but when you are in a confined
space with them, it gets old. I always
know what lies ahead, but I still
enjoy being there. I will not let an an-
noying little insect get the best of
me! I’m scratching already, and it is
still winter.

Until next time: There is still ice
on the lakes, but please proceed with
caution if you must venture out.

Please show your support for our
troops who are now deployed. These
service men and women are making
that sacrifice, so that we may have
the many freedoms that we enjoy
today.
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ST. PETER EVANGELI-
CAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pas-
tor

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday

School, Choir and Choir;

10:30 a.m. Worship

Wednesday - 5:15 p.m.

Supper; 6 p.m. Bible Study
% % %

ST. PETER EVANGELI-
CAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pas-
tor
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
% %
TRINITY EVANGELI-
CAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday
Worship, Sunday School; 10
a.m. Coffee

Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m.
Confirmation; 7 p.m. Coun-
cil meeting (first Wednes-

day)
* * *

LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship;

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilt-
ing
% % %
VISTA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship;

9 a.m. Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s
Robe Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8
p-m.; Bonfires and Yard
Games, 6 p.m. until dark
* % %
CROSS OF GLORY
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting
(First Tuesday)
% * k
WEST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
Tuesday - Council meeting
(First tuesday of the month)
Quilting meets 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, see newsletter
for dates.
% * k
HARTLAND EVAN-
GELICAL
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
% %
MANCHESTER
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd
and 4th Fridays p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.

% * *
COMMUNITY LU-
THERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Pastor Leandra Anderson
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship

(times very for holidays)
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilt-
ing
% %
SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North
East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible
Study; 10:30 a.m. Worship
* ok %

VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
CHURCH

Ellendale, Minnesota

Pastor David Modder
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship;
10 a.m. Kids church
Check the website for ad-
ditional updates

7
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Your local family-owned store for
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats,

www.vibrantlifeag.com
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN,
AFLC
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor Kyle Smith
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to
prayer
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study; 6 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7-9 p.m. Youth
Group (No confirmation
during summer)
* *
ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
Ellendale, Minnesota
Randy Cirksena, Pastor
Sunday - Summer Service
time is 9:30 a.m. Worship;
9:15 a.m. Sunday school.
(No summer sunday school)
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. be-
ginning after Sept. 3. Sun-
day School from Oct

through May from 9:15 a.m.

to 10:15 a.m.

Food shelf is open every
Thursday from 3:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m.

% * *
CENTRAL FREEBORN
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Matt Griggs
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
FM Transmitter is used for
those wanting to listen
through their car radios at
FM 90.7

* * *

EAST FREEBORN

LUTHERAN

Pastor Matt Griggs
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
FM Transmitter is used for
those wanting to listen
through their car radios at
FM 89.3

% %

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship
% %
HOLLANDALE RE-
FORMED
Rev. Neal Ooms
101 East Park Avenue
Hollandale, Minnesota

Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Wor-
ship; 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School
% % *
ZION LUTHERAN,
ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
3 % *
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN,
ELCA
Meriden, Minnesota
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
3 % *
PONTOPPIDAN LU-
THERAN
Lemond Township
Pastor Dave Klawiter
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Wor-
ship
% %
FIRST LUTHERAN,
LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship;
10:15 a.m. Youth/Adult
Study
* * *
FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
% * *

HOLY TRINITY CATH-
OLIC
CHURCH of LITOMYSL
Father Peter Schuster
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament
of Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m.

Mass with Children’s
Church; Preschool Sunday
School during Mass
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. -
Faith Formation classes for
grades K-Confirmation
www.litomysl.webs.com
www.stisidoreschool.webs.c
om

% * *

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship;

9:10 a.m. Sunday School

and Bible Study
*k % *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

Minnesota Lake, Minne-

sota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minne-
sota
Interim Pastor
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

PEACE UNITED
CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Minnesota Lake, Minne-
sota
Interim Pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
% % *
IMMANUEL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Rev. Larry Sipe
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
% % *

ZOAR UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
% % *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHO-
LIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship

% % %

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:45 a.m. Wor-

ship
* * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY
SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch
President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacra-
ment Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sun-
day School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth
Activities, ages 12-18
* * *
NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS
MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM
A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO
THE STAR EAGLE.

teve
Meat Market

EST 1973
Awand Winning Home-Cured cMeat Producty

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331

FAX: 507-684-3109

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

Exceptional
care by and for
Exceptional
People!

(507) 465-3292

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN

friendly service & great prices!

Weagner Foods

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway
New Richland, MN

newrichlandgrocery.com

B iew Fl‘eel)ol,n
Y\)NERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

—— —

—

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939
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PIONEER.

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE
(507) 995-6627

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

Servics

Hartland, MN

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042

(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

economicsi«

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775

121 3rd St. N.E.
New Richland,
MN 56072

.

CERTIFIED
CROP ADVISER

— —l
=

THOMPSON
SANITATION, INC.

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS ¢ RECYCLING

Clarks Grove Office:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016
Phone: 507-256-4370

thompsonsanitation.com

LOOKING BACK

25 Years Back

- The New Richland- Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva Future Farmers of
America is celebrating National FFA week. Taking place February 20
through 26 with lots of activities for members of the chapter, the ele-
mentary students, the high school students, faculty and members of the
community. Officers are: Tom Schultz: Nate Wayne, president; Nick
Budach, vice president; Scott Demmer, treasurer, standing, Nick Kam-
plan, historian: Cody Yard historian and Eric Andereson, reporter. In
front of each member is the emblem which stands for his office and or-
ganization. Joe Moon, who serves the chapter as secretary, was not pres-
ent when the photo was taken.

- Engagement Announcement. Jennifer McDonough, daughter of
Mike and Susan McDonough of New Rlchland, and Micheal Vetsch,
son of Larry and Shirley Vetsch of Ham Lake, Minnesota, announce
their engagement and forthcoming marriage. Jennifer is a 1993 graduate
of New Rlchland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School and a 1997
graduate of Mankato State University. Micheal is a 1994 graduate of
Blaine High School and a 1998 graduate of St. Cloud State University.
The wedding is planned for Saturday, May 6, 2000.

ANES

- Senior members of the New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva wrestling team paused after the game against Medford,
Saturday. Here they hold the section 2A second place trophy they
brought home later that day. They are from left: Andrew Routh,
Eric Anderson, Joe Moon, John Rathai, Nathan Schlaak, Nate
Wayne and Dan Petsinger. Members of the Panther team will enter
the individual championship tournament in Blooming Prairie Fri-
day and Saturday, February 25 and 26.

50 Years Back

- Members of the Lemond Coop Shipping Association board of di-
rectors. Members are pictured here following their annual meeting
Thursday evening at the city hall. Here they are pictured from the left:
Ole Loken, trucker-manager; Jim Jessen, vice president; Russell Herbst,
president; Eugene Larson, director; John Wilkenson, director; Orlin
Lewer, secretary-treasurer; Merle Shurson, trucker-manager; and Eldor
Schoenrock, director. Ole Loken, whose term expired, refused to run
again, since he no longer raises livestock and Lloyd Brandvold, who
was not present, was elected in his place. He is not pictured. According
to Don Schultz, the Central Livestock Shipping Association is now the
largest in the United States.

SN Y, 4’:‘!‘

- Wedding Anniversary. About 250 friends and relatives gathered
at Trinity Lutheran Church parlors Sunday afternoon to honor Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur Strand on their 50th wedding anniversary. Mr.
and Mrs. Strand were married January 21, 1925. Attendees Mrs.
Evelyn Hagen and Carl Strand were present for the reception. Also
attending and hosting the affair were their children, Mr. and Mrs.
Lyle Strand of Albert Lea, Mr. and Mrs. Dale Strand of Eau
CLaire, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Casper Munsonof Albert Lea, Mr.
and Mrs. LaVerne Strand of Albert Leaand Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne
Hagen of Ellendale.

DA

75 Years Back

- Mr. and Mrs. Milton Swenson of Vista community are the parents
of a daughter, born at the Waseca Memorial hospital, Monday, March
27. The baby, weighing 7 pounds and 6 ounces, is the first child of the
Swensons.

- A notice from J. O. Christanson, superintendent of the University
of Minnesota School of Agriculture, announces that Roger Nelson, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Nelson and Paul Miller, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray
A. Miller of New Richland, were graduated from the school Thursday,
March 16.

--\-------------------.
NREES

0 Stari¥Eagle

CLARKS GROVE - Gopher Stop GENEVA - Geneva Bar & Grill
ELLENDALE - Lerberg’s Foods e Casey’s HARTLAND - BPGas Station
WASECA - Kwik Trip ® Kwik Trip North  Casey’s  HOPE - Krause Feeds &
Supplies NEW RIGHLAND - Wagner Foods e Casey’s

And At The Star Eagle Office
I B N BN N BN N BN B .
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGE Office of the County Recorder of RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: actually paid by the mortgagee, on ~ ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
FORECLOSURE SALE Waseca County, Minnesota. Nationstar Mortgage LLC the premises and the costs and TO FIVE WEEKS IF A LLC
disbursements allowed by law. JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED Mortgagee
ASSIGNMENTS OF TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION  The time allowed by law for UNDER MINNESOTA
THE RIGHT TO MORTGAGE: Assigned to: NUMBER: 17.276.0060 redemption by said mortgagor(s), STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, TROTT LAW, P.C.

VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT

AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME

PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in the
conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
November 4, 2022

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$198,341.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Eric
Chambers, a single person

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for United
Wholesale Mortgage, LLC

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on November 18, 2022
as Document Number A332149; as
modified of record by document
recorded on April 1, 2024 as
Document Number A336478 in the

Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC by
assignment recorded on December
24, 2024 as Document Number
A338873 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Waseca
County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot 7, Block 1, First
Addition to City of Waseca,
Waseca County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 525 3RD AVE NE,
WASECA, MN 56093

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Waseca County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO
BE DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE
NOTICE: $161,467.05

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: United Wholesale
Mortgage, LLC

Story Idea?

463-8112

Royal Villa Apartments has a one bedroom

apartment for rent. We are an income-based,
clean, healthy, quiet place, with activities available
for those looking for a place to call home. Secured
building access and security system. Utilities
included in rent. Satellite TV and Wifi available.
Call 507-463-8515 or email
hranr@hickorytech.net to request an
application.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

NRHEG SCHOOLS

Empowering students with
knowledge and skills to succeed

Superintendent Administrative Assistant e Spring 2025

Job Summary:
The Superintendent’s Administrative Assistant provides
essential administrative support to the Superintendent,
School Board, and Human Resources department. This
position performs its functions with a high degree of
confidentiality, care, and customer service.
Applications can be found on the district website by clicking on

Departments>Human Resource Services/Employment or by using
this link: https://shorturl.at/9CmiG.

Contact Mr. Meihak at mmeihak@nrheg.k12.mn.us to request a
complete job posting for the position.

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 100032412225875530

THAT no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover
the debt then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part thereof,
or, if the action or proceeding has
been instituted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that an
execution upon the judgment
rendered therein has been returned
unsatisfied, in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
March 20, 2025 at 10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca
County Sherift’s Office, 122 3rd
Ave. NW, Waseca, MN 56093.

to pay the debt then secured by
said mortgage and taxes, if any

Residential
Lakeshore
Rural Properties
Farmland
Relocation

Kim & Marcia Berg
REALTORS® CRS, TRI

Whether Buying or Selling

CALL US TODAY!
g 907-456-0816 @

TENBER

kimberg.edinarealty.com

Edina Realm.

REALTOR ®

their personal representatives or
assigns is six (6) months from the
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage
is reinstated or the property
redeemed, or unless the time for
redemption is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
September 22, 2025.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR

DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:
None

Dated: January 22, 2025

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(24-1479-FCO01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
Published in the Star Eagle
January 30, February 6, 13, 20,
27 and March 6, 2025

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION
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WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

MARRIAGE POEM
The Marriage Poem makes a great
and unique present for a wed-
ding or anniversary. Check it out on
Etsy or at TheMarriagePoem.etsy.com

WANTED TO BUY

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

Your ad here!
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of
1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist  the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand

movies, plus limited time up to $600

in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

BOOST INFINITE!

Unlimited talk, text and data for just

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

NEW RICHLAND TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
BOARD OF CANVAS MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of
New Richland Township, County of Waseca,
State of Minnesota that the annual election of of-
ficers and annual town meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 11, 2025. In case of inclement
weather, the meeting and election may be postp-
ned until the third tuesday of March.

The election poll hours will be from 5 p.m. until 8

p-m., at which time the voters will elect:

One Supervisor for a three year term

- Eric Hendrickson - incumbent

One Treasurer for a two year term

- Neil Schlaak - incumbent

The Board of Canvas will meet at 8:05 p.m. to
certify the official results.

The annual business meeting will begin at 8:15 p.m.

New Richland Township

Rob Hutchens, Clerk

11, 2025 at Byron Town

- Larry Chicos
- Scott Routh

- Ralph Dobberstein

BYRON TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
BOARD OF CANVAS MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of
Byron Township, County of Waseca, State of Min-
nesota that the annual election of officers and an-
nual town meeting will be held on Tuesday, March

Hall. In case of inclement

weather, the meeting and election may be postp-
ned until the third tuesday of March.

The election poll hours will be from 5 p.m. until 8

p-m., at which time the voters will elect:

One Supervisor for a one year term

One Supervisor for a three year term
One Treasurer for a two year term

The Board of Canvas will meet at 8:05 p.m. to
certify the official results.

The annual business meeting will begin at 8:10 p.m.

Loren Schoenrock, Clerk
Byron Township

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

JENSEN'S

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING oY

HOMPSON

Serving Southern
Minnesota for over
45 years!

AGENCY. INC.

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN
507-377-2852 fax 507-377-3301
troythompsonagency@gmail.com

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, VIN
507-256-4712

Insurance from the Best!

CREAMERY
9043 SW 37th Ave. * Hope, MN

507-684-2019

WE BUY
ALUM
CANS

TOP
$SS

PAID

A
P
SCRAP IRON
& RECYCLING
WE BUY

pooleysscrapiron.com

ALL TYPES OF METAL

NEW RICHLAND FAIRMONT

13984 215th Avenue, 620 N. Main Street
New Richland, MN Fairmont, MN

Phone: (507) 465-3789 Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 465-3258 Fax: (507) 238-1355

324 N Broadway * New Richland 507-465-8376

Its Hard To Stop ATrane!

Rick 507-402-6766 + James 507-475-2430

AROJACCOUNTINGF

Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

Two locations to serve you
217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland
507-845-2763

iew Freely
Holland & Associates E XXI., cremATION SEROIlC'h
Ellendale, MN ) &
Tracy Holland e Vs V-
#7405002
z NAA 1415 Hwy 13N
'1 M SAA ] Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330
Locally O ized, O d
Wwww.hollandauction.com ‘& Oerated since 1939

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FORA
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

Waseca, MN
teampetsinger@amfam.com
mrpagencyllc.com

—_—————
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE P

JKROUTH
Wick
Buildings

Jesse Routh
507-383-7892
jrouthbod@yahoo.com

24-Hour Gym Access
New Member signup by appointment

114 Broadway Ave. N.
Call or text (507)330-2345

Facebook address :
https://www.facebook.com/PantherPowerHouseFitness

L/ \

2% Open

Monday-Friday

104 Broadway Ave. S DoWntown New Rlchlaﬁd

507-465-8000
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STATE TOURNAMENT ACTION — NRHEG High School wrestlers Harbor Cromwell, left, Cole Hutchens, middle, and Grahm Jacobson, compete in the state tournament at the Xcel Energy Center in

St. Paul.

AMONG THE ELITE — NRHEG’S RyanSchlaak wrestles in the
state tournament at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul.

Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

No medals, but lots of experience

Panthers’ Jacobson, Cromwell, Schlaak, Hutchens end season at state

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva Panthers did not
bring home any medals from the
2025 Minnesota state wrestling
tournament.

They did pick up some valuable
experience.

The Panthers had four wrestlers in
the three-day state tournament at the
Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul:
Grahm Jacobson, 107 pounds;
Harbor Cromwell, 160; Ryan
Schlaak, 172; and Cole Hutchens,
215.

Jacobson, a seventh-grader who
became  NRHEG's  youngest
wrestler ever to reach the state tour-
ney, was eliminated in the wrestle-
backs after losing by fall to
Paynesville's Tyson Meagher in the

opening round He lost his wrestle-
back match by fall to Noah Jensen
of BBE, finishing the season with a
record of 21-22.

“Grahm competed well in his two
matches,” said Panthers coach
Shawn Larson. “This was a great
experience for a seventh-grader.
There is a lot to manage for a young
athlete and hopefully this will be an
experience that he can use to his
advantage in the future. Also, we
hope that the other young kids on
the team see that they can be com-
petitive too.”

Cromwell also saw his season end
in the wrestlebacks. He fell 13-4 to
Ayden Miller of Chatfield in the
opening round and 12-0 to BOLD's
Simon Boeckman in his wrestleback

bout. Cromwell finished 23-15.

Hutchens lost a 12-1 major deci-
sion to Jeremy Blascyk of WCAA
and did not reach the wrestlebacks
because Blaxcyk lost his next
match. Hutchens finished 8-25.

“Harbor and Cole finished their
careers with great dignity,” said
Larson. “Both of these young men
showed that hard work gets you
opportunities. Even though their
opportunities did not end in hard-
ware from the tournament, these
two showed that being disciplined
and dedicated can lead to so much
improvement. Both of these guys
went out on maximum effort and
should be happy with the effort they
each gave.”

Schlaak prevailed 7-4 in his open-

ing match over Isaiah Wolski of
FMCC, but lost 15-2 to Cameron
Halverson of Barnesville in the
wrestlebacks. His season ended
withan 8-5 decision to Brady
Yourczek of ROUP. He posted a 23-
8 record this season.

“Ryan was able to get a win in his
first match of the tournament, and
after that lost matches that he was
very competitive in,” said Larson.
“Ryan has shown strength and dom-
inance all year and if he can contin-
ue to make gains, it would not be
hard to believe he will have success
in this tournament for the next two
seasons.

DRIVE TIME — The Panthers’ Ezra Borner drives the baseline in the Panthers’ 75-42 victory over

WEM Thursday night.

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

NRHEG girls defeat WEM
in Section 2AA tournament

The No. 2 seed NRHEG High
School girls’ basketball team
advanced to the Section 2AA semi-
finals with a 75-42 victory over
WEM at New Richland Thursday.

The Panthers started fast, building
a 43-15 halftime lead and never
looking back.

“We came out strong in the first
half,” said Panthers head coach
Onika Peterson. “Our defense was
aggressive, which caused WEM a
lot of havoc.”

For the Panthers: Quinn
VanMaldeghem 25 points, 9
rebounds, 1 assist, 4 steals, 1
blocked shot; Camryn
VanMaldeghem 17P, 14R, 1A, 4S,

"During playoffs it is always exciting
to see who will step up to have a big

game.”

— NRHEG coach Onika Peterson

1B; Kylie Olson 14P, 4R, 1S; Gabby
Schlaak 10P, 6R, 1A, 2S, 1B; Ezra
Boerner 6P, 4R, 1S; Clara Buendorf
3P, 2R, 3S; Savannah Farr 2R;
Chloe Stork 3R, 1A.

“During playoffs it is always
exciting to see who will step up to
have a big game,” said Coach
Peterson. “It was fun to see the girls
have confidence and hit some big

shots. With having numerous shoot-
ers hitting, it allowed us to have a
tough lead for WEM to fight back
from.”

The Panthers, 21-5, advanced to
Monday’s semifinal round at
Minnesota State-Mankato.

The section title game — with a
state tournament berth on the line, is
Friday at 8 p.m. at Mankato.

NRHEG boys drop regular-
season finale to Waseca

Panthers draw No. 14 seed in Section 2AA tournament

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
boys’ basketball team finished the
regular season Friday night hosting
Waseca, the No. 2 ranked team in
the state in Class AA.

After the first few minutes of
play, it went pretty much as expect-
ed as the Bluejays improved to 26-0
for the season with a 97-45 decision.

“We knew what kind of force
they'd be, and they certainly lived
up to it!” said NRHEG head coach
Dan Schmidt.

The Panthers did match the
Bluejays basket-for-basket for a few
minutes, and then the Bluejays
unleashed their press and NRHEG
had no counter for it as they opened
up a big lead in the first half and
never looked back.

“We talked about staying up and
leaving it all on the court ahead of
the game, and I feel the guys did
that,” said Schmidt. “Overall, I don't

"That’s a team that has state cham-
pionship potential, and they showed

why last night.”

— Coach Dan Schmidt

feel that we played all that poorly.
We had good looks at the basket that
we just didn't hit. Defensively, we
knew we would have a hard time
matching up with them man-to-man,
so we tried to sit in a zone to mini-
mize their ability to attack the bas-
ket.”

It worked for a while.

“And then they started hitting
from the outside, stretching that
lead,” said Schmidt. “Waseca is
such a nightmare matchup because
of their speed, shooting, and defen-
sive pressure. They're deeper than a
person realizes, as well. That's a
team that has state championship

potential, and they showed why last
night.”

For the Panthers: Owen Wayne 12
points, 2 rebounds, 1 assist, 2 steals;
Aaden Hanna 8P, 3R, 1A; Greyson
Schaefer 7P, 5R, 1A, 1S; Calvin
Nissen 7P, IR; Brendan Schmidt 5P,
2R, 1S; Hudson Chrz 2P, 1R, 1A;
Jase Knudson 2P, 1R; Mack
Gilliland 1R; Dom Olson IR;
Jordan Brouwers 1R, 2A.

The Panthers, seeded No. 14 in
Section 2A A, opened the postseason
Tuesday at No. 3 seed Belle Plaine.
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UP AND IN — The Panthers’ Calvin Nissen drives the baseline for a basket against Waseca in

the final game of the regular season Friday in New Richland.

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens
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