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A look at 2024

BPCG
supports
research,
helps victims

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

According to Cheri Krejci, a
member of the organization’s
board of directors since 2002,
the Blooming Prairie Cancer
Group (BPCG) was founded
after the 2000 Eagles Cancer
Telethon, when an 80-year-old
resident saw there were no dona-
tions from Blooming Prairie.

Determined to see that change
because she had lost both a
daughter and a granddaughter to
cancer, the woman worked with
her family to begin raising
money and managed to collect
$1,600 at their very first event.
The BPCG has gone on to col-
lect and donate a total of $1.5
million to the telethon in the
years since, according to Krecji.

Currently in the process of re-
tiring from leadership roles with
BPCG after 22 years of partici-
pation, Krejci is well acquainted
with the organization’s devel-
opment.

She mentions that during 2024
BPCG donated $85,000 to the
Eagles Cancer Telethon, $85.000
to the Hormel Cancer Research
Institute in Austin, and about
$65,000 in support of individ-
uals or families caught up in a
fight against cancer.

“We try to personalize the way
we help,” she states, offering the
example of a couple whose baby

BPCG continued on 5

Geneva Cancer
Auction set for

Jan. 10-11, Jan. 17-18

The 40th annual Geneva
Cancer Auction is scheduled for
Jan. 10-11 and Jan. 17-18 at the
Geneva Bar and Grill. Fridays
begin at 7 p.m. and Saturdays at
2 p.m. Raffle tickets are $5 and
the prizes are as follows: Grand
prize $1,000, then $500, $300,
and $200. The drawing is Jan. 18
at 8 p.m. and you need not be
present to win.

"Established in 1985, the
Geneva Cancer Auction raises
funds for cancer research for the
sole purpose of eradicating
cancer."

Boundary Waters
exhibit at the New
Richland Library in

January

Learn about the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area at the New
Richland Library, its wildlife,
and how to visit in this pop-up
Waseca-Le Sueur Regional Li-
brary System exhibit. This will
be available during the month of
January.

Ice fishing class at
New Richland Public

Library, Jan. 23

Freshwater Fishing Hall of
Fame winner Terry Tuma will
teach ice fishing techniques at
the New Richland Public Li-
brary at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
23. Bait to rod selection, slab
crappies to monster gills.

A word from
The Word /-

Fear not, for I am
with you, be not
dismayed, for I am
your God,; I will
strengthen you, 1
will help you, I will
uphold you with my
righteous right
hand.

Isaiah 41:10

Fighting the good fight

Utpadel leads ‘Musicians Agamst Cancer’

More than $50,000
raised in 2024

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

Todd Utpadel can still barely believe it hap-
pened.

After creating “Musicians Against Cancer” and
partnering with the BP Cancer Group. he said he
had an initial goal of raising $5,000 in 2024, he
actually brought in $50,000 worth of donations.

Over the past year, he’s also learned more about
the battles people and their families are facing
after a cancer diagnosis, and if anything, says he’s
more determined than ever. He is continuing his
“Tips Against Cancer” campaign in 2025, except
rather than setting a dollar amount as his goal, he
says the mantra has become “If not us, then who?”
And “If not now, then when?”

Utpadel is quick to interject, “This is not about
me, and I’m not doing it alone.”

A lifelong musician and a founding member of
the well-known Snowy River Band, Utpadel says
he feels energized and fulfilled when he brings en-
joyment to others with his music. The 1978 Ellen-
dale-Geneva High School graduate has been
booking performances across the region for dec-
ades.

Since beginning Tips Against Cancer, when he
performs, he lets audience members know any tips
they put in his bucket during the evening will be
donated to the Blooming Prairie Cancer Group
(BPCG), an organization which battles cancer on
two fronts simultaneously.

Blooming Prairie resident Cheri Krejci, a 1975
Graduate of Ellendale-Geneva High School and a
childhood neighbor to Utpadel” s family, explains
BPCG was founded in 2000; she has been one of
its board members since 2002. The group benefits
from fundraisers operated by many different indi-
viduals and organizations, among them the Ellen-
dale fire department.

Krejci reports that, in 2024, BPCG donated
$85,000 to the Eagles Cancer Telethon, $85,000

Musicians against Cancer founder Todd Utpadel launched his 2025 fundralsmg efforts
at the Moose Lodge in Albert Lea on Jan. 1. Lodge president Matt Johnson, left, pre-

sented Utpadel with his first donation of the year.

to the Hormel Cancer Research Institute, and more
than $65,000 directly to individuals and families
impacted by a cancer diagnosis.

Utpadel mentions he has designated the money
he raises for that last category, the direct aid. While
he acknowledges the value and importance of re-
search, he explains his decision to form Musicians
Against Cancer came about because it seemed to
him cancer was all around him, disrupting people’s
lives and draining their finances.

“There are people fighting cancer right now
who won’t benefit from any cures or treatments
the research might find,” he observes. “But these
funds will have helped make their lives a little eas-
ier.”

However strongly Utpadel says he felt about
fighting cancer as he began his organization back
in the fall of 2023, he says his feelings have grown

Submitted photo

stronger since then. For one thing, he has been in
a position to hear about even more cancer victims
and their experiences, some of which leave him
marveling at people’s strength and resilience while
his heart breaks for their circumstances.

Along with that, Utpadel himself was diagnosed
with colon cancer in April. Doctors informed him
he faced 10 rounds of chemotherapy and six
weeks, 27 doses, of radiation treatments. “They
asked me what my biggest fear was,” he re-
members.

“I said I didn’t want to miss any of the 20 book-
ings I had arranged in the coming months.”

When doctors warned it would be very difficult
to keep all the appointments, Utpadel jokes, “I

Utpadel continued on 5
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Members of the 2025 NRHEG School Board are (back, from left) Kelly Delacruz, Amy lhrke, Aaron Phillips, (front, from left) Loren
Schoenrock, Rick Schultz, Terri Engel and Pat Theuer. School board members serve four-year terms; beginning new terms in 2025

are Delacruz, Schoenrock and Engel.

Star Eagle photo by Deb Bently

NRHEG School board organizes for 2025

By DEB BENTLY

Staff Writer
In addition to completing legally
required ‘“‘organizational” steps,

members of the NRHEG School
Board accepted two retirements dur-
ing their Jan. 2 meeting.

Secondary art teacher Cynthia
Gail is now taking advantage of a
Minnesota law which allows eligible
teachers to be officially retired and
receiving retirement benefits while
also continuing to teach; Gail in-
forms the Star Eagle she plans to
continue in her position through the
end of the school year, and will de-
cide sometime in March whether she
will stay with the district through the

2025-"26 school year. Woodworking
and construction skills instructor
Brad Root is also teaching under the
same program.

Barb Hagen, long-time secretary
for the secondary guidance office,
also had her retirement approved.
Her last day working for the district
will be Jan. 17.

The first element of the “organiza-
tional” portion of the Jan. 2 meeting
was a ceremonial oath of office for
re-elected members Loren Schoen-
rock and Pat Theuer and newly
elected member Kelly Delacruz,
each of whom is at the start of a four-
year term scheduled to run through
the end of December 2028. Board

members Rick Schultz, Amy Ihrke,
Aaron Phillips and Pat Theuer will
complete their current terms in De-
cember of 2026.

Board chair for 2025 is Rick
Schultz; Loren Schoenrock is vice
chair; Terri Engel will serve as clerk;
Pat Theuer is the board treasurer.

Board members elected to keep
the amount of pay issued to them at
$100 for meetings of a typical length
or $150 for all-day meetings or work

sessions. In addition, the chair will
receive a $200 annual stipend; the
clerk will receive $150; the treasurer
$100.

The NRHEG Star Eagle will con-
tinue to be the district’s official
newspaper; any legally required pub-
lic notices regarding district activ-
ities will appear in its pages. The
State Bank of New Richland con-
tinues to be the official depository
along with the Minnesota School
District Liquid Assets Fund.

Board members made no changes
to their schedule of monthly meet-

WASECA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

Board
addresses
county jail

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

During their work session the
morning of Dec. 17, members of
the Waseca County Board of
Commissioners asked Sheriff
Jay Dulas to reach out to area
law enforcement agencies to
learn what agreements might be
possible to house inmates once
the Waseca County jail can no
longer do so.

Commissioners  acknowl-
edged circumstances are devel-
oping toward a time when those
arrested in Waseca County can-
not be incarcerated here, either
because the Department of Cor-
rections downgrades the county-
owned facility or because a new
jail is under construction. They
asked Dulas to be prepared to
summarize his progress on the
task during a meeting on Feb.
18.

In the meantime, the commis-
sioners expressed renewed com-
mitment toward reaching a
decision. Summarizing their
statements, county administrator
Michael Johnson said, “We
know we’re going to build; the
question is whether [the new
structure] has a jail or doesn’t
have a jail.

“Let’s make a decision in the
next few months.”

The request followed more
than an hour of review and dis-
cussion regarding the jail and its
status as the oldest operational
county jail in the state, having
been constructed in the 1970s.
According to the Department of
Corrections (DOC), typical ex-
pected usable lifespan for jail
buildings is 20 to 25 years.

The DOC had warned Waseca
County prior to a May 2024 in-
spection that many elements of
the current structure are out of
compliance with DOC expecta-
tions, and the facility was at risk
of being downgraded from its
current status as a “class 3” fa-
cility. Under that classification,
the jail can house inmates indef-
initely; class 2 allows for 90-day
stays; class 1 for 72 hours or
less. A point of safety empha-
sized by the DOC is that inmates
currently walk outdoors and
then through public hallways
when attending judicial proceed-
ings on the third floor of the
county courthouse. Also at issue
were poor lines of sight and in-
adequate lighting within the jail
facility.

In addition to the DOC short-
falls, the jail building has nu-
merous structural flaws, perhaps
the largest among them being
degrading plumbing and a gen-
eral lack of space for numerous
purposes, including inmate
meetings with lawyers, proba-
tion officers or health personnel.

When county facilities man-
agement director Brian Tomford
shared that repairs to the struc-
tural problems would likely cost
over $2 million, but would not
bring the facility in compliance
with DOC expectations, com-
missioners seemed to be in
agreement such an investment
would not be worthwhile.

Financial figures shared by
county administrator Michael
Johnson were sobering. With the
cost of construction possibly in
the vicinity of $40 million added
to the financing cost, he sug-
gested the county might be pay-
ing as much as $336,000 a year
to incarcerate each of the 10 or
so inmates the jail typically
holds. Financing might stretch
across 20 years, meaning the
building would be paid for at
about the same time, based on
DOC averages, that it needed to

School continued on 2

County continued on 7
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Full Wolf Moon
on January 13

The scurs and Weather Eye gar-
nered their first weather hate mail
of the year. Will they redeem
themselves or are we in for a re-
peat performance?  Starting
Thursday, mostly sunny with a
slight chance of snow. Highs in
the mid-20’s with lows in the
upper teens. Mostly cloudy on
Friday with highs in the mid-20’s
and lows in the low teens. Partly
sunny Saturday with highs in the
mid-20’s and lows in the upper
teens. Sunday, mostly cloudy
with a slight chance of snow.
Highs in the mid-20’s with lows
in the mid-teens. Mostly sunny on
Monday with highs in the mid-
20’s and lows in the low teens.
Tuesday, cloudy with highs in the
upper 20’s and lows in the mid-
teens. Partly sunny Wednesday
with highs in the low 30’s and
lows in the upper teens. We con-
tinue succeeding in our quest for
more daylight. On January 11th,
we start gaining daylight at
around a minute and a half per
day. On the 13th, the sun will set
at 5 p.m. CST. The normal high
for January 13th is 21 and the
normal low is 5 as we enter the
threshold of what are statistically
the coldest days of the winter. The
scurs are keeping an eye out for
additional firewood just in case.

The Full Moon for the month
comes at us on the 13th. It is com-
monly known as the Full Wolf
Moon as it was common to hear
wolves set up shop, howling at
night not far from the winter
native American encampments.
In parts of the Great Lakes re-
gion, it was also referred to by the
tribes as the Bear Moon, although
most of the bears had already
been holed up for the winter by
the time January rolled around.
The Ojibwe knew this as the
Great Spirit Moon for the hope
provided by the lengthening days.
The Sioux called it the Frost in
the Teepee Moon or the Moon
when Wolves run Together. At the
ranch we know it as the Warm
Boots and Gloves Moon or after
chores are done, the Warm Lap
Corgi Moon.

Another dry winter thus far has
one guessing what lies ahead for
January and beyond. NOAA’s 30-
day outlook doesn’t provide any-
thing definitive yet. Released
December 31st, it calls for
slightly better than even odds of
below normal temps and even
chances of above or below nor-
mal precipitation. Their 90-day
outlook is calling for even
chances of both above or below
normal precipitation and tempera-
tures. No concrete predictions
from either time frame. Looking
at the Drought Monitor, we’re in
an area categorized as “Abnor-
mally Dry.” Doesn’t take a genius
to figure that out. However, even
though December snowfall was
well below normal, we came
through with precip falling as rain
after Christmas. Our January
temps have been running below

average thus far. It’ll warm up in
February, right? Not necessarily.
In 2020, 2021 and 2023, the aver-
age daily temperature in February
was colder than it was for Janu-
ary. The good news: Only in 2020
did February snowfall exceed
January’s measurement.

Getting the holidays out of the
way has been an undertaking this
year. With Christmas and New
Year’s Day both falling in the
midweek, it’s been tough to get
one’s bearings. Without a week-
end on one end of the holiday, it
seemed like a new week coming
off of it. Both Christmas and New
Years seemed like a Sunday to
me. The days off were nice, but
with a full week of work under
our belts, it’ll be nice to finally
know what day of the week it ac-
tually is. Or at least I think it is.
I’ve been adamant about not writ-
ing 2024 on any of the checks
I’ve written. So far so good, but |
was a day ahead on one of the
checks I wrote after I got to think-
ing about it. The date was still a
crooked number, so no harm, no
foul.

Early season lambing continues
at the ranch. We were thinking
perhaps we wouldn’t see any
more once a few surprises ap-
peared right around the New Year.
Wrong. With the ewes unshorn
and a large skirt of wool conceal-
ing their udders, it’s been nearly
impossible to see these blessed
events coming. Saturday was no
exception as I’d found a ewe with
a new lamb in the lambing barn.
No sweat. Looked like they’d fig-
ured it out, so put a panel across
the doorway to keep them in
while I went back inside to mix
up some milk replacer for a cou-
ple others. A natural-colored ewe
had been making a fuss outside of
the barn with no sign of any dis-
charge, much less a bag. I sus-
pected she was thinking the lamb
on the ground inside the barn was
hers. Not uncommon. Come back
out with milk replacer and the
bellering ewe had dumped a lamb
out near the hay feeder. It can be
a regular three-ring circus some
days at the ranch.

Poppy continues to be my com-
panion during lulls in the action.
She really doesn’t care much
about the birds, even though she
helps fill their feeders. The squir-
rels on the other hand are a major
concern. It’s been tough to keep
the sliding glass door thawed out
this past week where they can be
observed from inside the house. A
Corgi nose about a foot off the
ground has thwarted our attempts
at keeping the glass clean. Ho-
wever, if you point the small
space heater at the base of the
window frame for an hour or so,
then it’s game on. | wonder what
Poppy will say when we give her
the electric bill. She’ll have to get
another job.

Ss you next week...real good
then.

Don’t become artificially inflated

Artificial intelligence has invaded
our lives. It’s likely that it impacts
you in some way, whether you’re
aware of it or not. The algorithms
that send you ads and help make sug-
gestions when you’re on Amazon or
even when I’m typing these columns
has some form of predictive text and
artificial intelligence behind them.

It’s here to stay. It’s not going
away. I’'m not sure that’s entirely
good.

As a society, we already have a
sense of some laziness setting in. We
rely on technology so much, which,
again, can be a good thing. The jump
from having to use an oven to heat
up everything to using a microwave
in a fraction of the time was a good
thing. Using washing machines in-
stead of beating our clothes on rocks
was an important move.

Just think about the moment when
your family room went from having
to get out of your seat to change the
channel to using a remote control for
the television. That was awesome!
But we also got a little lazier as a re-
sult.

I'have YouTube TV. It knows what
I like to watch. When I turn it on, it
will display on the home screen cur-
rent sporting events that are playing.
It will show me new episodes of
shows I have watched in the past. No
more searching the channel guide for
what I need.

And then we have our jobs. Has
your job been impacted by the ad-
vent of artificial intelligence? Are
there tasks that the computer can
supposedly do better than you? Is
there danger of people losing jobs in
your occupation because of AI? It’s
certainly cheaper than you are.

We talked about the uses of Al in

 Whatever €9° Your Waffl

by Mark Domeier
Contributing Writer

schools at a professional devel-
opment day this year. A few people
were talking about the awesomeness
of it for teachers. It can develop les-
son plans! It can help you put to-
gether notes for a unit!

My “Old Man Domeier” persona
came to the fore, and I wasn’t the
only one. Whoa, Nellie!

Let’s not start to teach our students
how to use Al quite yet. There are
still plenty of bugs in the process.
Plus, unfortunately, we know that
many of them would head to the
Dark Side to use it for cheating.
Luckily, there are already apps out
there to help detect the use of Al in
student work, just like for plagiariz-
ing.

Here’s one of the biggest problems
I have with this. Al does not think of
things on its own; it collects from al-
ready published items elsewhere to
make something that can be a mish-
mash of already-written work. For
example, if you go look at Amazon
reviews, you will see a summary of
those reviews written by Al. Face-
book also has this on posts that have
hundreds of comments.

By taking from others and making
something from it, isn’t that a form
of cheating? Isn’t that a way to copy
what’s already been done? If I ask an
Al system to write a lesson plan for
me about verb tense, it will take
things other teachers have done. I do

not have the permission of those
teachers, but suddenly I have the best
of their ideas and call it my own.

Listen, I’ ve taken ideas from other
teachers and still use some of those
to this day. But they gave me permis-
sion to do so. I’ve also given ideas |
use to others. That’s working
smarter, not harder. Teachers Pay
Teachers is a site where educators
can make some money off their
ideas, and why not? If you create
something, you have the right to sell
it.

Taking from created work starts
the process of having less original
work. And it takes away from people
who make their living through crea-
tivity. This makes for less original
and creative work in the world, and
I’m not sure people realize what a
loss that would be. In an article I
read, Seth Godin talked about how
Al can help organize our thoughts,
but it cannot yet write a book that’s
better than the best a human can
write.

I make money to write this col-
umn. It’s not much, but it’s some-
thing nice to use in our monthly
spending. But why do you need me
anymore? Eli can just run an Al col-
umn. Let’s say he decided to write a
column about tying shoes. Throw
that in Chat GPT and you don’t have
to pay me anymore! (And yes, that’s
an actual column idea I have rolling

around in my head.)

Depending on what you think of
my writing, that would either be a
step up or a loss to the paper.

Anton is studying graphic design.
He’s extremely creative and makes
artwork and graphics that are unbe-
lievably cool. But why do you need
him? You can just use Al to create
graphics and artwork. You don’t
have to pay him.

But you lose the originality. You
lose the human element. You steal
from others to make something you
consider new. And you become lazy.

A charter school in Arizona is
going to use an Al-created curricu-
lum to teach kids in grades 5-8 for a
couple hours a day, no teachers
needed. Instead, they will have
“guides.” I know we have a shortage
of teachers, but using a computer to
teach them instead of a human, who
knows what each kid needs the most
and knows when the kid is having an
off day and is able to connect with
them about music or fantasy football,
is a bad idea.

There are a ton of jobs out there,
waiting to be filled. Many of them
are manual labor or factory work or
retail. But maybe we just want robots
and Al to do those for us too. Maybe
we want a future where we can relax
and be lazy all day.

Or maybe we should be cautious
as we walk down this road. It may be
inevitable, but it doesn’t have to be
imminent.

Word of the Week: This week’s
word is scission, which means divi-
sion or separation, as in, “There was
a big scission in the education world
on the use of AL.” Impress your
friends and confuse your enemies!
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ings taking place at 6:30 p.m. on
the third Monday of each month;
when that Monday falls on a legal
holiday, as it does this year in
January, February, and April, the

meeting will occur on the Tuesday
following the regular meeting day.
Board members alternate the loca-
tion of their sessions between the
elementary and secondary sites, al-
ways in the facility’s media center.
For 2025, meetings will be in El-
lendale during the months of Janu-
ary, March, May, September and
November.

ZED by Duane M. Abel

BOARDING PASS ... CHECK!
NECK PILLOW ... CHECK!
CARRY ON ... CHECK!
0L MAY BOARD NOW

(©2024 DUANE M. ABEL.
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Don’t ever forget the Golden Rule

I feel compelled to write about re-
sponses I’ve witnessed from folks
this past weekend.

I believe strongly in the golden
rule: “Treat others how you wish to
be treated,” or, phrased another way,
“Do unto others as you would have
others do unto you.”

People who are insulted by
another human being have different
reactions. When someone you love is
insulted, your response may be even
stronger than if the slight were aimed
at you.

Recently, I had the pleasure of
having lunch with Deb Bently and
her husband John. If you know John,
you know that he is a brilliant, kind,
caring and compassionate man. You
may also know that he has numerous
patents in the air duct cleaning indus-
try.

Once, while attending a conven-
tion for his business, John had thou-
sands of dollars of equipment as well
as his truck stolen. The entire vehicle
and its contents were “stripped” all
the way down to the tires. This not
only set his business back, but hurt
his family because of the loss of
revenue, time, and more. John made
the comment, “Mess with me, that's
fine, but don’t ever hurt my family.”

Love compels people to protect
those they care about, sometimes by
any means necessary.

I’ve written before about the game
store I have frequented for the past
eight years in Austin. Due to circum-
stances that astonished even me, my
friends Kyle and Anastasiia gener-
ously gave me their game store when
they needed to move away to take
care of family.

Shortly after acquiring the game
store in April of 2024, I parked be-
hind the building, inadvertently
blocking the neighbors’ vehicle. I
know the neighbors and am friends

Juet a Thought...

by Eli Lutgens

with their daughter.

As I got involved with work at the
game store, | forgot I had parked be-
hind him. The neighbor stumbled out
of a bar next door, yelling profanity
and demanding that I move my car. I
apologized, moved my vehicle and
assured him it wouldn’t happen
again. He appeared surprised at my
calm response, because, to be frank,
he had posed the question harshly
and was obviously very intoxicated.

(Thankfully, he didn’t drive any-
where after I moved my car.)

After he left, my friends were very
upset.

“Eli is the nicest man in the
world,” one friend said. “We can’t let
someone talk to him that way.”

There were similar comments
from everyone. Then the conver-
sation to my alarm turned to sugges-
tions of physical retaliation. I had
never seen my friends behave or
speak so defensively. It was a harsh
overreaction.

I had to stop everyone then and
state emphatically, “One person's bad
actions do not justify others to do the
same or worse.”

If we retaliate, we lower ourselves
to the level of the behavior which of-
fended us. If we had taken retaliatory
actions to this drunkard, we would
only have justified his bad behavior
by lowering ourselves to that stan-
dard.

This past weekend something sim-
ilar happened; a customer left a bad
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review of the game store for no good
reason. The story behind the review
is rather meaningless at this point.

One of my friends went on a rant,
defending the store; he couldn’t be-
lieve someone would be so malicious
as to leave a bad review online. More
than one person echoed the sen-
timent. Then the group declared the
culprit should be banned from the
store. The person in question is only
17 years old.

No, the person shouldn’t be
banned. This is a teachable moment
for a young adult who, from my per-
spective, was not raised with good
role models. This is our opportunity
to show him kindness. To show how
responsible, respectful adults should
conduct themselves. Not to show
him more of what he’s already seen:
hate, discontent and further dis-
respect.

I believe he owes an apology to
one of my employees because of his
actions, but aside from that, if we
want to see him move toward being
a mature, rational member of society,
banning him from the store is the last

choice we should make. My employ-
ees have been instructed if he comes
into the store again that he is to talk
to me. This will give me the oppor-
tunity to help explain what the con-
sequences of his actions are or could
have potentially been. And also be an
example that hate or anger should not
be met with more hate and anger.

Numerous times at the game store
this past year, I found myself becom-
ing annoyed with a few regular pa-
trons. I found myself not wanting to
interact with them, actively avoiding
them, really not being their friend. I
wasn’t mean, but certainly wasn’t
treating them with love.

I prayed about what I should do.

The response I felt I heard was to
treat them with love and kindness,
the same way I would treat one of
my best friends. In both cases, I
changed my behavior and started
asking many questions to get to
know the person. In both instances
the people in question have become
very good friends I cherish and look
forward to seeing. All it took was
changing my behavior. I'm really
grateful.

I’1l repeat again: you often get out
of the world what you put into it.
And I will continue to do my best to
put kindness out into the world.

"It's never the wrong time to do the
right thing" - Mark Twain.

Or

“It’s never wrong to do the right
thing.”
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Hartland Harold news

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
I’m completely exhausted.

From opening all your Christ-
mas presents?

No, from playing with all that
bubble wrap.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. Is it
just me, or do we get winter every
year? A weather forecast including
freezing rain never draws ap-
plause. I had nothing to complain
about except the weather. That’s a
good day. It had rained, and then it
snowed, leaving ice. The ice was
very realistic. I stood on some of
it. I was dressed for the cold, and
I’m used to the snow. When I was
a boy, I had to walk three miles
uphill through deep snow to
change the TV channel. I wore a
favorite pair of socks as I stood on
the recent ice. What made them fa-
vorites? They were warm and they
didn’t fall down. I could hear what
every basketball coach calls out to
players on defense, “Move your
feet!” I shuffled like I was wearing
slippers many sizes too large for
me. [ had no desire to make an un-
intentional snow angel. Winter can
be a cruel mistress.

I’d been driving when it rained
and snowed. I didn’t express any
negativity, but I didn’t once say,
“This is fun.” According to a new
study, “Frosty the Snowman" is
the most dangerous Christmas
song to listen to while driving. Ac-
cording to Insuranceopedia, South
China University of Technology
conducted a study that found songs
with over 120 beats per minute led
to more dangerous driving habits.
The 1950 hit, first recorded by
Gene Autry, has a BPM of 172,
which was higher than any other
song they examined.

I’VE LEARNED

You push the door. You pull the
door. If neither opens the door, the
business is closed.

When you step on the scale,
pretend the number is your 1Q.

‘When seated in a dental chair,
few things near you are decorative.

Minnesota has a blanket policy.
The more blankets, the better. We
all know this poem: Thirty days
hath September, April, June and
November. All the rest have 31,
excepting February alone, and that
has 28 days clear and 29 in each
leap year. But January could have
up to 300 days.

Wearing size 14 shoes is no
small feet.
BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

What do you call a wolf that al-
ready knows? Aware wolf.

[ wrote a step-by-step guide on
how to fall down the stairs.

Peruvian owls hunt in pairs be-
cause they’re Inca hoots.

If you think lima beans are
good, you should try any other
food.

NEWS FROM HARTLAND

HAROLD

Minnesota State Mavericks
senior football player Gabe Hagen
was named to the AP All-Ameri-
can First Team. The tight end from
Blooming Prairie is the son of
Dave and Joan Hagen. Dave is a
graduate of Ellendale-Geneva
High School.

Joey Batt became the fourth
Maverick women's basketball
player to earn All-American
honors. She was named to three
All-American teams. Joey’s par-
ents are Brian and Laura Batt of
New Ulm. Brian graduated from
New Richland-Hartland High
School.

I enjoyed reading "21 Siblings:
Cheaper by the Two Dozen” by
Helen Miller, which told the story
of Alvin and Lucille Miller and
their 22 children (all single births).
The Millers began their married
life on a farm near Hartland, Min-
nesota, in 1940 before moving to
Waseca. When the 11th child was
born, the oldest was 12. I suspect
all 22 learned the abiding rule of
large families, “Don’t be late for
supper.”

I was ringing bells for the Sal-
vation Army when Santa Claus
came in to buy Hope Butter to put
on his lefse.

Keith Kuiters of Clarks Grove
is follicly challenged (there’s a lot
of that going around), but his sense
of humor remains intact. He pulled
the comb he always carries from
his pocket and said, “I’ll never part
with it.”

NATURE NOTES

The bald eagle is now officially
the national bird of the US, after
President Biden signed that into
law on Christmas Eve. My thanks
to Preston Cook of Wabasha for
being the driving force in making
this happen.

Duane Miller of Hartland
asked how far a skunk can spray.
Adults aim accurately within 15
feet, but the spray goes farther
when wind aided. Skunk spray
contains N-butyl mercaptan, a sul-
fur compound with a pungent
rotten egg smell that a human nose
can detect at 1 1/2 miles away.
Skunks hold enough odorous lig-
uid to spray 5-6 times before need-
ing to replenish, and it takes 8-10
days to refill. When they’re about
three weeks old, a baby skunk's
scent glands have developed
enough to produce the spray, but
not with the quantity or the veloc-
ity of an adult skunk.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“Do you wish the world were
happy? / Then remember day by
day/ Just to scatter seeds of kind-
ness / As you pass along the
way.”—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

“We can cross this bridge together”
bayviewfuneral@gmail.com

507-373-4330 ¢ 1415 Hwy. 13 N. ¢ Albert Lea
Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939

Three different awards were given during the annual
Farm and City Luncheon. Middle left, Kathy Guse ac-
cepts her award; To her right, Kirsten Sommers and
family. Above, Matt Sommers and his youngest son.
Directly above, Mike Singlestad.

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

A look back at 2024 part two

In the past year, the Star Eagle has
covered many exciting stories worth
remembering. Here is a look back at
the best highlights from the year that
was 2024.

March

- Nearly 2,000 acres of grassland
in Waseca and Steele counties were
burned Sunday, March 3, while fire-
fighting agencies from around the
state, including planes and helicop-
ters dropping fire retardant material,
fought against the high winds and
dry conditions which had prompted
the Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) to issue a “red
flag” warning, meaning that the pub-
lic should light no fires because of
the high potential they would spread.

- Of its 14 members, the NRHEG
DECA club is sending 11 competi-
tors to state-level competition from
March 10 to 12 at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel in Minneapolis.

- NRHEG School board members
voted in reluctant favor of proposals
to reduce teaching staff for the 2024-
25 school year during their regular
meeting the evening of March 18.
The Ellendale media center had no
open seats as the board voted not to
renew the contracts of non-tenured

kindergarten teacher Nicole Seber-
son and high school math teacher
Randy Muske; to reduce the third-
grade teaching staff by one individ-
ual; and to place only two teachers in
charge of next year’s sixth-graders,
leading to potential class sizes of
about 30 students—at least 10 more
per classroom than are currently to-
gether.

- The Pines Retreat Center along
Highway 30 east of Ellendale is now
officially open, and started taking
bookings at its open house the after-
noon of March 9. Approximately 165
people attended the open house. The
crowd consisted of area residents and
out-of-state visitors. The establish-
ment’s first retreat date is booked for
April. In 2023, Bev and Jim Dobber-
stein purchased what was once the
Whispering Pines Supper Club,
which had since been renovated into
a house. The main building has now
become The Pines, a retreat center
for crafters of all stripes. Bev Dob-
berstein explains that, since she is a
quilter, many of the stations are very
suited to quilting tasks. However, she
welcomes all ages, crafts and levels.
The only limit is the crafters’ imagi-
nation.

LERBERG’S

CAR WASH
& COIN
LAUNDRY

Full line of cardio, free
weights, power racks,
dumbbells, barbells, &
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash

and Self Serve

FITNESS
CENTER
& TANNING

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

- Two teams, each consisting of
five NRHEG “ProStart” students,
were among 18 teams which took
part in state-level competition at St.
Paul RiverCentre on March 14.

- NRHEG Activities Director Dan
Stork extended many statements of
gratitude as he opened the 2023-24
Winter Sports Banquet ceremony
Tuesday night, March 19 at 6:30
p.m. in the high school gym in New
Richland.

- Good food, conversations, and
stories were shared during the annual
Farm and City Luncheon March 21,
hosted by the Waseca Area Chamber
of Commerce at the Mill in Waseca.

Following a lunch catered by the
Pheasant Cafe and served by local
FFA Chapters from Waseca,
NRHEG, and Waseca, the following
families, all from rural Waseca, were
honored with awards: Farm Family
of the year (FFOY); Sommers
Brothers Custom Baling, LLC, Brian
& Kirsten Sommers and Matt & Nic-
ole Sommers.

The FFOY award goes to a
Waseca County food producer in-
volved in the community. This
family has made significant short-
term progress and/or innovative con-

tributions with their agricultural en-
deavors and has demonstrated a
commitment to enhancing and sup-
porting the fields of agriculture and
production. The Sommers will be
honored and recognized among
farmers across the state at Farmfest
this summer.

The Waseca County Outstanding
Young Farmer award is presented to
a farmer between 21-39 years of age
who utilizes innovative methods, has
made improvement in farming oper-
ations, and demonstrates service to
community organizations and con-
servation practices. This year’s
winner was Mike Singlestad.

This year’s Waseca County Distin-
guished Agriculture Leadership
award recognizes distinguished indi-
viduals who have dedicated their
lives to the advancement of agricul-
ture in Waseca County. Individuals
will have demonstrated outstanding
leadership in the community, place
of business or employment, and the
advancement of the agricultural in-
dustry.

This year’s award went to Kathy
Guse.

Ellendale, MN

RUSS NELSON
MOTOR SHOP

Electric Motor Repair
and Replacement

601 Dutton Drive

507-473-0513

russnelson1941@gmail.com

Give Kiana a cal
at our Ellendale
location today!
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AMERICANA

* INSURANCE GROUP *

“We’re the “A” Team”

(507) 684-2314

www.americanainsurance.com

Coitiol iy cool.

E YOUR DEBIT CARD
EASY PURCHASES!

* Instant issue & activation in Albert Lea
* Tap to Pay e« Google/Apple Pay
¢ Setting Custom Limits
* Fraud Protection
« Turn off/on in our app
* Set up real-time alerts

Open your new
account today!

ARCADIAN A}
BANK

COMMUNITY OWNED. COMMUNITY FOCUSED.

A

ALBERT LEA 507-373-1945 HARTLAND 507-845-2233 FREEBORN 507-863-2371 www.arcadian.bank Member FDIC NMLS 554275
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NR POLICE

e Calls received and/or action
taken by the New Richland Police
Department in November 2024:

¢ Friday, November 1, 15:36 -
Assist Other Agency (Law), St
Highway 13, Assist Rendered

¢ Friday, November 1, 16:40 -
Directed Patrol, Now Richland city
OF, Cleared

e Friday, November 1, 16:40 -
Lock Check (Building, Park En-
trance), New Richland City OF,
Cleared

¢ Friday, November 1, 17:34 -
Traffic Stop, 170th St/State High-
way 30, Warning-Verbal

e Friday, November 1, 22:47 -
Traffic Stop, 240th Ave Highway
13, Warning-Verbal

e Saturday, November 2, 10:32 -
Assist  Other Agency (Law),
Cleared

e Saturday, November 2, 12:18 -
Parking (Comp/violence), 1st St
NW, Cleared

¢ Saturday, November 2, 16:06
- Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

e Saturday, November 2, 16:06
- Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City OF,
Cleared

e Saturday, November 2, 16:45 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 30 and Elm
Ave, Traffic Citation

e Saturday, November 2, 17:06 -
Traffic Stop, Birch Ave N/ 1st St
NW, Warning-verbal

e Saturday, November 2, 20:27 -
Harassment, 2nd St SE, Log Re-
port

¢ Sunday, November 3, 16:02 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

e Sunday, November 3, 16:02 -
Lock Check (Building, park en-
trance), New Richland Of, Cleared

¢ Sunday, November 3, 21:37 -
Suspicious Circumstances, Ash
Ave N, Cleared

¢ Sunday, November 3, 21:51 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/High-
way 30, Warning-verbal

e Monday, November 4, 18:46 -
Traffic Stop, State Highway
13/State highway 30, Warning-ver-
bal

* Monday, November 4, 22:55 -
Suspicious Circumstances, State
Highway 13, Cleared

* Monday, November 4, 23:39 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

* Monday, November 4, 23:49 -
Illegal Dumping/Garbage, 240th
Ave, Cleared

* Monday, November 4, 23:55 -
Illegal Dumping/Garbage, 240th
Ave, Cleared

* Tuesday, November 5, 14:00 -
Suspicious Vul Adult Abuse, 1st
ST NE, Cleared

* Tuesday, November 5, 14:52 -
Domestic, dogwood Ave S,
Written Report

* Tuesday, November 5, 15:54 -
Suspicious Vul Adult Abuse, Ist
ST NE, Cleared

* Tuesday, November 5, 19:24 -
Assist Fire Department (Law), 1st
ST NE, Cleared

* Tuesday, November 5, 23:03 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

* Wednesday, November 6,
12:18 - Directed Patrol, New Rich-
land City OF, Cleared

e Wednesday, November 6,
12:19 - Lock Check (building ,park
entrance), New Richland City OF,
Cleared

* Wednesday, November 6,
20:04 - Directed Patrol, Ash Ave S,
Cleared

¢ Thursday, November 7, 16:26
- Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

¢ Thursday, November 7, 16:27

- Lock Check (buildings, park en-
trance), New Richland City OF,
Cleared

e Thursday, November 7, 23:17
- Assist Other Agency (law), High-
way 13/Highway 30, Traffic Cita-
tion

e Friday, November 8, 00:59 -
Alarm, 2nd ST SE, Cleared

e Friday, November 8, 14:47 -
Directed Patrol, Ash Ave S,
Cleared

e Friday, November 8, 15:51 -
Welfare Check, Ash Ave S, Not
Able To Locate

e Friday, November 8, 18:19 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/240th
Ave, Warning-verbal

e Friday, November 8, 18:38 -
Assist Other Agency (law), Birch
Ave N, Cleared

e Friday, November 8, 23:33 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

e Saturday, November 9, 00:26 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/240th
Ave, Warning-verbal

e Saturday, November 9,07:46 -
disturb/disorderly/Nuisar, Broad-
way Ave N, Cleared

e Saturday, November 9, 10:34 -
Misc All Over, Birch Ave N,
Cleared

e Saturday, November 9, 16:40 -
Misc All Over, 240th Ave, Cleared

e Saturday, November 9, 22:09 -
Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

e Saturday, November 9, 22:26 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/High-
way 30, Warning-verbal

e Saturday, November 9, 23:11 -
Traffic Stop, Highway 13/3rd ST
NE, Warning-verbal

* Sunday, November 10, 17:47 -
Property Damage (not vel), Broad-
way Ave N, Written Report

* Sunday, November 10, 20:05 -
Assist Ambulance (law), 1st ST
NE, Cleared

¢ Sunday, November 10, 23:03 -
Assist Fire DEpt (law), Waseca
County OF, Not Able To Locate

* Monday, November 11, 18:19
- Directed Patrol, New Richland
City Of, Cleared

* Monday, November 11, 18:20
- Lock Check (building,park en-
trance) New Richland City OF,
Cleared

* Monday, November 11, 18:41
- Theft (includes attempt), 1st ST
NW, Ignore/Duplicate

* Tuesday, November 12, 15:36
- Sex Crimes- Other, Ash Ave S,
Written Report

* Tuesday, November 12, 15:58
- Directed Patrol, New Richland
City OF, Cleared

* Tuesday, November 12, 15:58
- Lock Check (building, park en-
trance), New Richland City OF,
Cleared

* Tuesday, November 12, 23:56
- Theft (Includes attempt), 1st ST
NW, Non-traffic Citation

e Wednesday, November 13,
09:10 - Warrant Service, Ash Ave
S, Written Report

* Wednesday, November 13,
14:00 - Suspicious Vul Adult
Abuse, 1st ST NE, Log Report

* Wednesday, November 13,
14:02 - Information Call Only,
New Richland City OF, Cleared

* Wednesday, November 13,
15:07 - Suspicious Vul Adult
Abuse, 1st ST NE, Log Report

¢ Wednesday, November 13,
21:03 - Traffic Stop, Highway
13/240th Ave, Warning-verbal

* Wednesday, November 13,
23:54 - Directed patrol, New Rich-
land City OF, Cleared

* Thursday, November 14,00:11
- Suspicious Vehicle, 240th Ave,
Cleared
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Across: Down:
|  Leftovers final act 2  Cold cheeks
7 Eskimos have at least one word 3 Snails that run out of gas
for this 4  Where the crummy gifts go
9  Houses’ underwear material 5  Summer coffee
|0 Indoor nerd party 6 Bigice, now little ice
|2 Snow bird activity 7 Get stuck in this
|3 Food with a prize inside 8 Add‘un’,and you're clueless
|5 Noise you make if you find the |1 Tasty dessert
prize in |3 across |4 Electric critter
|6 Hot drink, but maybe cold |7 You’re almost done for
|9 Makes cold colder |8 Where snow puts its money
20 God rest merry gentlemen 21 Socks and sheep
21 Seasonal depression time 22 Live on a farm in Elysian
23 Where you want to be when it's 27 How Australians say no
real bad out there 28 Why you scrape your windshield
25 Tastes like a Christmas tree 29 Canadian graphics card co
26 Surprised Santa 31 Sleep on this in the ice house
27 New Jersey drones 32 Francis Scott’s last name
28 Wild Mountain activity 34 Soup legume
29 Finding a yeti 37 Home of black ice
33 Rarely freezes over these days 39 Makes artists mad
35 Good boots let you keep these 40 Resets your password
36 Sun shining on rocks makes this 4] Mull it over
38 Baby snow 43 Titanic is at the bottom
42 Gloves with one finger 45 Call for this when 7 down
44 Where the decorations go 46 Source of cranberry sauce
47 Another new year .
48 Sitting on a cold toilet seat %@’%ﬁﬁﬁ AND FRENDS

Weekly crossword - Cold Stuff

State Bank of New Richland

Sponsored by

www.sbnr.biz

Phone 507-465-3218

SrE sk (125

OF NEW RICHLAND
Since 1898

24-hour Bankline 507-465-3373

Celebrating
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Farmamerica invites you to celebrate the start of a new year
at our second annual “Raise a Toast” event on January 17,
2025, at 6 p.m.

Farm to Fork dinner
series continues at

Farmamerica
Second annual toast to women

(Waseca, Minnesota)- Ladies,
it’s time to unwind, and let Far-
mamerica treat you to an evening
designed just for you! As the holi-
day rush fades, Farmamerica in-
vites you to celebrate the start of a
new year at our second annual
“Raise a Toast” event on January
17th, 2025 at 6 p.m.

This year’s event promises to be
even more memorable with an en-
gaging evening of food, entertain-
ment, and inspiration  at
Farmamerica, conveniently lo-
cated just off Highway 14, 5 miles
west of Waseca.

Highlights of this special even-
ing will include:

* Red carpet treatment and
time for relaxed conversation with
the ladies

e A delicious four-course
plated meal featuring local pro-
ducers and paired with a compli-
mentary signature cocktail.

*  Special keynote by Michelle

Miller, “The Farm Babe,” spon-
sored by Crystal Valley. Farm
Babe is an internationally recog-

nized agricultural advocate;
speaker, influencer, author, and
podcaster.

*  Plus, exciting surprises and
thoughtful touches throughout the
night!

Kari Wadd, Farmamerica Pro-
gram Coordinator, shared her en-
thusiasm for the event. “We are
looking forward to our second an-
nual Raise a Toast, farm to fork
event! This special evening will
celebrate and honor women with
an evening of great food, wonder-
ful company, and remarks from
our fantastic keynote speaker,
Farm Babe. Gather your friends
and family and join us for this
event on January 17th.”

Tickets and additional infor-
mation about this special evening
can be found at
farmamerica.org/events.

ZED by Duane M. Abel

V' coMe aND sEe THE
SPECIAL HOLIDAY CONTAINERS
| MADE FOR THE LEFTOVERS!

V' ousT THE sAME LD
BUTTER TUBS

REUSED WHIPPED

CREAM CONTAINERS...

WITH CANDY CANES
DRAWN ON ALL OF
THEM!

AND

© 2025 DUANE M. ABEL.

www.corkeycomics.com
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had been diagnosed with cancer
and whose father suffered from a
disability. “We found someone
who could mow their lawn for
them,” she says, “because the
mother just didn’t have time to get
it done.” In another case, the group
arranged to build an accessibility
ramp at a cancer victim’s home.
Recognizing the various diffi-
culties cancer victims face while
seeking treatment, Krejci lists gas

ing among the most common types
of assistance the BPCG offers.

“We make decisions on a case-
by-case basis,” she says. “We try
to concentrate our resources where
they will help reduce the stress and
worry victims and their families
face.”

Most people helped by the
BPCG live within 20 to 30 miles
of Blooming Prairie, she says, but
since the organization is independ-
ent, the 20 or so board members
collaborate regarding who they
will help and in what ways.

Krejci suggests anyone who
wants to notify the BPCG regard-
ing a family which could use assis-

Military experlence with a Guardian Angel

As per this column on January 2,
2025 a request was made by Ole
Olson, Commander of the American
Legion in Albert Lea, to submit a
Military Experience you had with a
Guardian Angel. You may do so by
contacting him at the American Le-
gion phone 1-507-373-7993 or me at
1-507-373-8655.

Following is my Military Experi-
ence with a Guardian Angel:

After graduating from New Rich-
land High School in 1954, I wanted
to go on to college, but the money
wasn't available to go.

I learned from the local U.S. Navy
Recruiter of a plan referred to as
“The kiddy Plan.”

Under this plan if you enlisted in
the U.S. Navy and you were on Ac-
tive Duty before age 18 the U.S.
Navy would discharge you no later
than the month you turned 21 and the
U.S. Government would pay for 4
years of schooling.

The “Kiddy plan” was an answer
to my money dilemma.

After Naval Training and school-
ing, I was assigned to a small Naval
Communication Station for the entire

FACT OR FICTION

...you decide

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

far east. The total U.S. Navy person-
nel was about 300 staying on the
base.

The Naval base consisted of 2 bar-
racks of 2 floors each for sleeping,
showers, card playing etc. A sick bay
small Building, a Chowhall, a Com-
missary for small personal products,
a bar serving beer and liquor, plus a
one armed bandit of one dollar
tokens to play by paying one dollar
for each token. A small Chapel with
about 25 capacity next to a Cho-
whall.

The base had a baseball field used
also for outdoor activities.

There were tall structures, like cell
phone and radio station structures,
used for the far East communications

all over the base.

The work place was next to some
of the tall towers. You walked into
the workplace for your shift of 8
hours. Your 1st shift was 3 p.m. - 11
p-m. Off eight hours until your next
shift of 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. Then off 8
hours with your 3rd shift of 11 p.m.
until 7 a.m. This was followed by 22
days off and a repeat schedule.

The work place was a lot like the I
90 rest stop at Jackson, MN with the
roof being covered with dirt and
flowers. If you haven't been to this
rest stop, you must to get an idea of
how one felt like a mole as you came
and left your workplace.

The base had an outdoor speaker
system that could be heard all over

the base.

On a day off I heard the speaker
system. “All hands off duty, report to
the chapel on the double.” I did and
as I, one of the smaller personnel,
was given a rope with instructions:
“Run the rope over the top to a sailor
on the ground.” He and a bigger
sailor would pound a stake in the
ground to tighten the rope. Run
another rope back over the roof to a
sailor doing the same thing, tying the
chapel down.

As I'm running ropes over the roof
of the chapel I found out, “The
chapel is in the direct path of a ty-
phoon.”

As we finish tying the chapel
down, I hear the PA system: “Take
cover either in the chapel or your
Barracks. Now.” I took the barracks;
some took the chapel.

After high winds but not typhoon
velocity, the all clear came over the
base P.A. System.

Later we found out the typhoon
changed direction and went around
our small naval base.

To this day, I have wondered about
a Guardian Angel saving us.

HERITAGE BITS

Mark & Jo Bernard hosted the farm tour at Pine
Knoll Acres Registered Cheviot Sheep Farm

Hent(,rop Plot contammgboth
old and modern varieties

| Also toured was the Larry & Kristy

' Mulert cow-calf enterprise.

Pictured with some of the cattle are
2 of their children, C.J. & Sarah

Ellendale Area Farm Tours, Wednesday, July 19, 2000
2:45-6:30, W|th picnic to follow at the park

i Rlck and‘Gall Demmer dairy farm

Compiled by BRENDA DOKKEN (1/9/25)
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took it as a challenge.”

By the end of 2024, he says smil-
ing, he had completed the treatments
on schedule and managed to fulfill
46 bookings, never having defaulted
on any. But he goes on to say, it was
far from easy.

“When it hits, it hits,” he com-
ments.

He remembers there were times
his hands were swollen, making it
difficult to play his guitar. “Those
treatments really wipe a person out.
There were plenty of times I would
get home and go straight to bed.”

Much of the credit for his success,

he says, goes to his wife Sherry for
having taken on extra tasks around
their home on the east side of Geneva
Lake. He expresses gratitude to his
employer, Owatonna Motor Com-
pany for the flexibility he was given
both for medical treatments and per-
formances.

As 2025 proceeds, Utpadel says he
is hoping to diversify his perform-
ances across a variety of venues. He
has an ““all gospel” set, he mentions,
which other have encouraged him to
present more often. He says he will
be looking for churches to host the
“All Gospel” event, suggesting his
90-minute performance might serve
well as a prelude or follow-up to
another church event. He of course
also plans to continue in some of the
locations where his fans are used to
seeing him. One of his most consis-
tent is Spare Time in Owatonna

.-\-------------------.
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CLARKS GROVE - Gopher Stop
ELLENDALE - Lerberg’s Foods e Casey’s

WASECA - Kwik Trip  Kwik Trip North e Casey’s
Supplies NEW RICHLAND - Wagner Foods e Casey's

And At The Star Eagle Office

% New in 2022, one-level facility
% On-site crematory

*K Pre-need insurance agent

GENEVA - Geneva Bar & Grill
HARTLAND - BPGas Station
HOPE - Krause Feeds &

* Dedicated staff including

two full-time morticians

£ everything you need!

which he finds very family friendly
because in addition to the bar, there
are a bowling alley and a video game
room. Noting that his schedule is
usually published on his Facebook
page, he says he appears at the Albert
Lea Moose Lodge quite consistently.

Utpadel also emphasizes it is not
his tips alone which created such
success in 2024. He mentions numer-
ous organizations, including his em-
ployer and the Moose Lodge, which
committed to matching his tips for a
given month, effectively doubling
people’s donations. When an organi-
zation does that, Utpadel puts its
name on a banner which is displayed
during all his performances. Individ-
uals and organizations also occa-
sionally offer to match tips for a
single venue or event. And some
have sponsored in honor of or in
memory of a loved one. He says his

first banner is almost full so if
anyone is interested, they are to let
him know—last year two banners
were needed to display all the spon-
sors, and he will do as many banners
as needed.

Regarding his own battle with
cancer, Utpadel expects an update in
about three months regarding how
successful the program of treatment
has proven to be.

“I don’t know what this year
holds,” Utpadel observes. “I do
know, though, that every dollar I
raise and every person the money
helps is a reason to celebrate.

“So, I'm going to keep on cele-
brating. Quitting is not an option.”
Then he repeats his guiding ques-
tions: “If not US, then who? If not
now, then when?”

Bent Tree North

Wind Farm Project

Jerry Demmer * Local Representative

507-369-6431

Localrepresentativejd@gmail.com
ﬂ BentTreeWindFarm - alliantenergy.com/benttree

R
g =
=

OI.SON EXCAVATING

sk GPS Controlled
Drain Tile Installation
sk Open Ditch Clean Cut
sk Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
sk Concrete And Tree Removal
*& Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
sk Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
sk Snow Removal & Sanding

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 e info@nasinecth.com

tance can reference the group’s
web page, bpcancergroup.org.

cards, Mayo Clinic parking passes,
and money toward overnight lodg-

TTTTR QW
Brandon Flatness 0wner » st 507 845-2440 =" 507-383-2008
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Foul troubles
cost NRHEG
girls at Goodhue

Loss to state-ranked Wildcats ends
winning streak for basketball squad

It was a break-even week for the
New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva High School girls’ basket-
ball team, which lost 82-61 at
Goodhue Saturday, following a 76-
43  home-court victory over
Kenyon-Wanamingo on Friday.

The Panthers, who trailed
Goodhue 33-29 at halftime, got
themselves in foul trouble from
which they did not recover.

“Unfortunately, there was about a
four-minute stretch in the second
half where we had too many
turnovers and they used that to their
advantage,” said NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson.

Goodhue scored 32 points off
turnovers, compared to 14 for
NRHEG.

“That stretch hurt us,” said
Peterson. “We were right there and
all of a sudden down by 17. I was
extremely impressed with our girls
fight. They never backed down the
whole night and kept going at
them.”

Peterson said the Panthers had a
great night rebounding, with 44 to
Goodhue’s 33.

“It was fun to see how we could
match up to a very good state-
ranked team,” said Peterson.

The Panthers were led by Quinn
VanMaldeghem with 21 points, 14
rebounds, 2 assists and 2 steals.

Others: Gabby Schlaak 2P, 3R,
3A, 2S; Ezra Boerner 4P, 1R, 1A;
Izley Boerner 14P, 3R, 2A, 1S;
Clara Buendorf 6R, 2A, 1S; Camryn
VanMeldeghem 14P, 2R, 3S, 1
blocked shot; Cloie Stork 4R; Kylie
Olson 6P, 9R, 1A, 2S, 1B.

In a rematch of the state champi-
onship game oh so many years ago,
the  Panthers led Kenyon-
Wanamingo 29-19 at halftime while
cruising to victory.

“It was great to get a win at
home,” said Peterson. “After the
game, it's easy to critique what we

"They never
backed down
the whole night
and kept going
at them.”

— NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson

did well and identify areas where we
can continue to improve. Tonight
highlighted a couple of things we
need to focus on next week to keep
getting better. That said, I'm con-
stantly impressed with my girls.
Their competitiveness, effort, hard
work, and heart are never in ques-
tion.”

Individually: Schlaak 5P, 5R, 1A;
E.Boerner 2P, 1R, 2A, 2S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 8P, 7R; [.Boerner
13P, 3R, 5A, 2S; Buendorf 5P, 1R,
2A; C.VanMeldeghem 21P, 1IR,
2A, 1S; Savannah Farr 1R; Stork 2P,
3R, 2A; Olson 20P, 10R, 1S, 3B.

The Panthers took the champi-
onship in a holiday tournament at
Norwood-Young America, defeat-
ing  Lake  Crystal-Wellcome
Memorial 77-38 and Minnesota
Valley Lutheran 83-37

“Our girls had two great games,”
said Peterson. “They moved the ball
well on offense, making the extra
pass to find their open teammates.
Defensively, they caused havoc and
effectively anticipated the next
play.”

Individually against LCWM:
Schlaak 7P, 4R; E.Boerner 1R, 2S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 25P, 3R, 1A,
14S, 3B; I.Boerner 10P, 4R, 1A, 1S;
Buendorf 1S; C.VanMaldeghem
23P,9R, 4A, 5S; Farr 1R; Stork 2R,
Olson 12P, 7R, 1A, 1S; Alex Estrada
1S.

Camryn VanMaldeghem had the

PLENTY OF POINTS — Above, the Panthers’ Kylie Olson scores two of her 20 points as the
NRHEG girls’ basketball team defeated Kenyon-Wanamingo 76-43 in New Richland last Friday.
Below, Camryn VanMaldeghem drives for two of her game-high 21 points.

hot hand against MVL, totaling 32
points while going 8-for-11 on
three-pointers. She added 7R, 2A,
5S, 1B.

Others: Schlaak 6P, 7R, 1A, 1S;
E.Boerner 4P, 5R, 3S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 19P, 10R, 6A,
5S, 3B; I.Boerner 2P, 3A, 1S;
Kenley Gehrke 1S; Farr 3P, Stork
2R, 2A, 28S; Estrada 18S.

The Panthers, 2-0 in the Gopher
Conference West and 7-4 overall,
host Hayfield Friday in a boy-girl
doubleheader and play Jan. 14 at
JWP in another doubleheader.

Gopher Conference West
W-L Overall
NRHEG 20 74
JWP 1-0 92
WEM 1-0 7-5
United South Central 0-2 5-6
Medford 0-2 09

Star Eagle photos by Jim Lutgens
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WHS hockey boys
overwhelm Worthington

The Waseca High School boys'
hockey team registered its seventh
consecutive victory Friday, over-
whelming Worthington 15-1 at
Waseca Community Arena. The
Bluejays improved to 10-1-0 for
the season.

Henry Huttemier scored three
goals for Waseca. Cash Lynch,
Brayden Hesch-Priem and Jude
Gehring scored two goals each,
with one apiece for Beckett Srp,
Jayden Gehring, Hunter Anderson,
Anthony  Selvik and  Ofttto
Schoenrock.

Schoenrock, Jackson Tesch and
Griffin Storey each had three
assists, with two each by Anderson
and Jude Gehring. One assist
apiece went to Huttemier,
Anderson, Hesch-Priem, Srp and
Selvik.

The Bluejays outshot
Worthington 57-22.

Waseca goalie Josiah Schmidke
totaled 21 saves. Both teams served
four minutes on two penalties.

The Bluejays improved to 6-0-1
in the Big South while Worthington
fell to 2-3 in the conference and 3-
9 overall.

After playing Tuesday at Red
Wing, the Bluejays host Minnesota
River tonight. They travel to
Worthington Saturday, New Prague
Jan. 14 and at Rochester Lourdes
Jan. 16.

Big South Standings
WLT PTS Overall

Luverne 6-0-1 13 9-2-1
Waseca 6-0-1 11 10-0-1

New Ulm 320 6 5-6-0
Windom 340 6 3-9-1
Minn. River 2-1-0 4 4-6-0
Worthington 2-3-0 4 3-9-0
Marshall 2-4-0 4 4-10-0
Redwood V. 1-5-0 2 2-9-0
Fairmont 0-6-0 0 0-8-0

- '". ~-

ACTION AT THE NET - There was plenty of activity around the Worthington goal as the Waseca boys’ hockey team skated to a
15-1 victory last Friday. Above, the Bluejays’ Otto Schoenrock (10) shoots, with Jude Gehring (34) in the background. Below left,

Henry Huttemier (5) shoots off a pass from Hunter Anderson (16). Below right, Cash Lynch scores.

Star Eagle photos by Jim Lutgens

NRHEG
boys keep
it close

at Kenyon

The NRHEG Panthers went to
Kenyon last Friday looking for
their first win of the season.

They almost got it.

The Panthers jumped on top
6-0 early and led 62-60 late
before eventually falling 71-66
in a Gopher Conference boys’
basketball matchup.

Owen Wayne scored the first
points for the Panthers on a
three-pointer and an old-fash-
ioned three-point play. The
home team responded and led
36-24 at halftime.

The Panthers staged a furious
second-half rally, taking a three-
point lead with about five min-
utes to play.

Then Kenyon-Wanamingo
made three three-pointers to put
it away.

“I can't say enough how proud
I am of the way the guys battled
back in the second half,” said
NRHEG coach Dan Schmidt.
“Before Christmas, we may
have folded in that situation. But
we never got down on ourselves.
We moved the ball better than
we have all season and got our-
selves some really good looks at
the basket. We shot better from
the floor than we have because
of that.”

Hudson Chrz had an huge
night for the Panthers, totaling
31 points. Wayne scored 17.

“We got some key contribu-
tions off the bench as well,” said
Schmidt.

Jordan Brouwers played well
in a crucial five-minute stretch
in the first half in which he
played solid defense and had
some strong rebounds. Aaden
Hanna turned in a great effort,
especially in the second half,
working hard on the glass and
contributing good defense and
ball movement. Lavon Jewison
gave us 4 points and 5 rebounds
in the second half as well.”

And the Panthers won some
little battles that they have not
previously this year, limiting
KW to 6 points in transition.
NRHEG scored 23 points off 18
turnovers, while limiting KW to
14 off of 18 turnovers.

“They pressed us a good
amount of the game, and we
handled it extremely well,” said
Schmidt. “Hopefully, we under-
stand now why limiting our
open-court turnovers is so huge.
If we can continue to do these
little things, we can continue to
hang around and be competitive
in games.”

Individual totals: Hanna 5P,
4R, 3A, 1S; Greyson Schaefer
2P, 2R; Wayne 17P, 2R, 3A, 3S;
Brendan Schmidt 3P, 6R, 3A,
3S, 2 blocked shots; Jewison 4P,
5R, 1B; Dom Olson 3R; Chrz
31P, 5R, 1A, 1S; Gavin Lewison
2P, 1R, 1A; Jase Knudson 2P,
1R, 2A, 2S; Brouwers 3R.

The Panthers, 0-1 in the
Gopher Conference West and 0-
8 overall host Hayfield at 6 p.m.
Friday in a boy-girl doublehead-
er, then play another double-
header at JWP Jan. 14.

Flyers fall
to MN River

The South Central Flyers
started the game in grand fash-
ion against Minnesota River at
LeSueur last Friday.

Unfortunately, it did not con-
tinue as Big South co-leader
Minnesota River scored four
unanswered goals to defeat
South Central 4-1.

Mckenna Mortenson scored
the Flyers’ lone goal in the first
period, unassisted.

Minnesota River went on to
outshoot the Flyers 51-8 on the
day.

Ilamay Draheim was in goal
for Waseca.

The Flyers fell to 2-7-0 in
conference play and 6-10 over-
all while Minnesota River
improved to 7-0-1 and 13-2-1.

After playing at Mankato
West Tuesday, the Flyers are at
Worthington Saturday for a 1
p.m. contest. They have a home
game Jan. 14 against New Ulm
and play Jan. 16 at Austin.
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Geneva City Council

The City of Geneva met in a
regular session on Tuesday, No-
vember 12, 2024. The meeting
was called to order by Mayor
Steve Bailey at 6:30 p.m. at the
Geneva Community Center. Pres-
ent were Council members Phil-
lips, Wayne, Bartsch and Worrell.
Clerk Tufte, Treasurer Mattson,
Maintenance Jim Beenken, Fire
Chief Boswell and City Engineer
Bienfang were also in attendance.
There were three guests.

The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.

The Council held its annual
Budget Meeting prior to moving
into the Regular Council Meeting.
The budget was presented by
Treasurer Mattson. It was noted
that our Utility Revenue as well as
other sources of income from
property taxes and State funding
have been sufficient to offset ex-
penses this year and it was felt we
would not need an increase in util-
ities or tax levy this year. A few
expenses were increased knowing
we would have additional street
repairs, a new computer is needed
and bond payments which will
start in 2026, but not enough to
justify an increase in the tax levy
or utilities.

Phillips/Wayne moved to ap-
prove the Minutes and Agenda
from previous meeting held Oc-
tober 8, 2024 with one typo to be
corrected. Motion carried.

Beenken reported that he fin-
ished discharging lagoons and no
signs of problems. The old park
equipment was removed in prepa-
ration for new equipment to be in-
stalled. Reese Brothers had agreed
to continue removing the compost
pile in exchange for their taking
the hay by West ball diamonds.
Disconnection of services to the
homes owned by Hohansee due to
non-payment.

Old Business — it was deter-
mined that the light posts on Ist
Ave N were sufficient and similar
to other lighting on all other
streets, so no new posts will be
added. The concern on the water
intake on 1st Ave N was visited

and Beenken indicated a plan was
in place to make corrections.

Tufte shared the Election results
and stated that Steven Bailey will
be the Mayor for an additional
four-year term, as will Council
Member Susan Phillips. With the
resignation of Taff Worrell, his po-
sition was open on the ballot with
Garry Gordinier being elected for
the four-year term.

Motion by Phillips/Worrell to
approve the 2025 Budget. Treas-
urer Mattson will make some cor-
rections to the Budget based on
discussions from the Budget
Meeting and will distribute at the
December meeting. Motion car-
ried.

Tufte and Phillips would be at-
tending the Ordinance Meeting in
Albert Lea on November 14th at
Attorney Matt Benda’s office.
With the new laws going into
place January, 2025, there will
need to be revised zoning and or-
dinance/resolutions in place prior
to January.

Tufte distributed the list of res-
idents who were scheduled to be
disconnected due to non-payment
for almost two quarters. Beenken
will deliver notices with a five-day
disconnect notice unless paid.

Engineer Bienfang was in atten-
dance to update the Council with
maps and details of what would be
shared at the Open House, which
will be held on November 13th
from 4:30-6:30. Bienfang and
his staff will have handouts and
presentations and will be available
to answer questions that residents
might have.

Bartsch requested that the road
to the compost site be worked on
to include a culvert and additional
rock to allow easier access.

No financial report was pro-
vided due to the Budget Meeting
being held.

Motion by Wayne/Worrell to
approve the Bills Payable. Motion
carried.

Motion by Phillips/Worrell to
adjourn the meeting. Motion car-
ried.

m County
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be replaced.

Commissioner Brad Milbrath, a
former Waseca County Sheriff,
turned the conversation away from
finances toward the many compli-
cations that could arise if the
county no longer operated its own
jail. First among them was the
concern other facilities would not
accept individuals arrested in
Waseca County. Milbrath men-
tioned inmates whose mental state
or use of substances make them
dangerous to themselves, others,
or both.

“Other facilities are not going to
want that liability,” Milbrath cau-
tioned. “Any agreement we might
reach about daily rates is useless if

it doesn’t ensure the other facility
will take all our inmates.”

Administrator Johnson ob-
served one way to overcome that
obstacle would be to form a “joint
powers agreement” with a nearby
county.

But while that possibility pro-
vides a potential path to overcome
the first obstacle, it does not deal
with other objections stated during
previous discussions, including
the complications which would
arise from having to transport in-
mates to and from court appear-
ances, the time law enforcement
officers would be taken away from
their typical duties for the sake of
transporting inmates, and the com-
plications presented by bad
weather or dangerous driving con-
ditions. Also considerations are
the inconveniences to probation
officers, lawyers, and family
members.

Housing, salaries addressed by county board

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

During the regular county board
meeting on Dec. 17, commissioners
approved using up to $65,000 from
the local housing trust fund (LHTF)
to purchase a lot just under one acre
in size in the southwest section of
Waseca. Funds available to the
LHTF, currently about $210,000, are
comprised chiefly of state-supplied
money distributed to counties under
the “local homeless prevention aid”
program.

MNPrairie housing specialist Kar-
ina Schmitz presented a preliminary
plan to build as many as six small
homes on the property; each struc-
ture would stand on a concrete slab

and consist of a living room, kitchen,
bathroom and either one or two bed-
rooms. Once built, the homes would
be rented out following income-
based guidelines.

Commissioners also gave pre-ap-
proval to the possibility of using
about $150,000 in LHTF funds to
help investors in the Marketplace
apartment complex project overcome
a “funding gap.” A planned first
phase of the Marketplace project is a
3-story, 36-apartment structure
which would be located on what is
now a vacant lot between Waseca’s
Walmart store and the Junior Senior
High School.

Plans and discussions regarding
the Marketplace project are ongoing:

WASECA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

according to county community de-
velopment coordinator Tina Wilson,
if the project does not come to fruit-
ion, the allotted money would remain
in the LHTF fund.

The 2025 salaries were set for
elected officials.

County commissioners left their
salary unchanged for the third year in
arow: $29,777.In addition to the an-
nual salary, commissioners are paid
$95 a day for attendance at specific
official meetings: The twice-monthly
regular meetings, held at 9:30 a.m.
on the first and third Tuesdays of
each month, are exempt from the per

diem.

The county attorney’s salary for
2025 will be $146,652, which consti-
tutes a S-percent raise over 2024.

The sheriff’s salary will be
$133,300, also a 5-percent increase.

County commissioners took part
in three sessions on Dec. 17. The first
was an 8 a.m. work session which
was devoted mostly to questions
about the ongoing status of the
Waseca County jail and the possible
future construction of a new justice
center.

They also oversaw an evening
“budget and levy” hearing. Those
other two sessions are summarized in
separate articles which appear in this
edition.

Waseca County levy set at $18.1 million

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

At their “budget and levy hearing”
the evening of Dec. 17, Waseca
County commissioners set the
county’s final levy increase for taxes
payable in 2025 at 1.36 percent. Ac-
cording to county administrator Mi-
chael Johnson, the percentage is the
smallest county increase in the state.
The dollar amount the county will
receive from property taxes in 2025
is $18.1 million. The county’s
budget for 2025 is $39.9 million.

“Our staff has done an excellent
job of seeking out alternate sources
of revenue,” commented commis-
sioner De Malterer.

A Janesville area farmer was the

only member of the public to attend
the evening meeting. He pointed out
to commissioners that taxes on many
of his acres had doubled for taxes
payable in 2024, and, according to
information sent out this fall, would
be rising again in 2025.

He went on to ask what additional
services he and others like him
would be receiving, having paid so
much more in taxes.

County administrator Michael
Johnson explained the county, as
well as other entities supported by
property tax levies, including mu-
nicipalities, townships and schools,
did not receive double the amount in
taxes in 2024 . Instead, because of re-
cent adjustments in the value of till-

WASECA COUNTY
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able acres, the “tax burden” had
shifted toward rural property. He
mentioned that, during the pandemic
when the value of residential prop-
erty was rising so rapidly, those
owners had seen substantial in-
creases in their taxes.

He also explained the system for
determining property values is estab-
lished by the state. And, while it is
the county’s role to collect property
taxes, the money received is distrib-
uted among the county, the township
or city, and the school district within

which the property is located.

Numerous prior sessions had been
devoted to determining the county’s
final levy for 2025. One last-minute
adjustment occurred during the reg-
ular county board meeting held the
morning of Dec. 17: Commissioners
had voted not to complete a sched-
uled fund transfer of $25,000 to the
Waseca County Soil and Water Con-
servation district, given that the of-
fice had more than $600,000 in its
reserves.

The “unspent” amount was cred-
ited toward the 2025 budget, reduc-
ing the levy increase percentage
from 1.5 to 1.36.

Get your news in the Star Eagle
e-mail steagle@hickorytech.net
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FARMERS

INSURANCE

“America Can Depend on Farmers”

Mike Bishman
121 WEST BROADWAY
OWATONNA, MN 55060

1-507-451-0193 or
1-800-856-9864

“America Can Depend on Farmers”
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507-874-3863

NSULATED CONCRETE FORMS

Your Local Distributor

EAGLE
CONCRETE

pivision of WASECA SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

13113-315th Ave. » Waseca, MN 56093
507-835-5150

Also Available: Concrete pumping, rebar, ready mix concrete, landscape rock.

® Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

?onate Your Vehicle

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehlcles watercraﬁ and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

all (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!
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Find us on:

facebook. T

https://www.facebook. corh/newrlchlandstar

& '« NRHEG Star Eagle

@newrichlandstar - Newspaper

You Have a Choice.

308 7th Avenue
Ellendale, MN 56026

f We strive every day to help families create
services that are unique, special and
noticeably different from other funeral homes
or cremation services. We believe choices are
so important and we are passionate about
informing families of all their options. We
invite you to call us today at 507-373-2461
to learn more about how we can help you if
you're looking for a new choice.

217 West Division Street
New Richland, MN 56072
www.BonnerupFuneralService.com

Main Street Dental Clinics

OINiortaple delltlsll Y

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It's Main Street Dental.

New Richland
(507) 463-0502
132 Broadway Ave
N, New Richland,
MN 56072

Mankato
(507) 720-0250

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage
Rd, Owatonna, MN
55060

Blooming
Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E,
Blooming Prairie,
MN 55917

Rochester

(507) 536-7700

3110 Wellner Dr 287 St Andrews Dr

NE, Rochester, MN  #100, Mankato, MN
55906 56001

GWE

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING

VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

ngﬁmy@ sunome Contaacron e

O @oO@oo@oao

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET
GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM
(507) 202-7070
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: is for sale at these locations: :
| CLARKS GROVE NEW RICHLAND [ ]
[ Gopher Stop Casey’s [ |
B ELLENDALE Wagner Foods i
[ | Casey’s WASECA [ |
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| Kwik Trip [ ]
GENEVA Kwik Trip North
i Geneva Bar & Grill i i
[ | HOPE [ |
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! oIL CHANGE SPECIAL
: OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

' Marthaler Honda

of AlbertLea m=onDpa

507-373-2341
S 59'99 2114 E Main St
for full synthetic LRI
with a tire rotation

Cheapest
oil change

special in

town! marthalerhonda.com

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts
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OBITUARIES

Darlene Mucha

Darlene Diane Mucha, 82, of New
Richland, went to her heavenly home
on Wednesday, January 1, 2025, sur-
rounded by her loving family. Dar-
lene was a daughter of Rueben and
Adeline (Huper) Niebuhr, born on
September 7, 1942 in Wells, MN.
Throughout her life, Darlene exem-
plified faithfulness, strength, love,
and devotion.

Darlene was united in marriage to
the love of her life, Robert Mucha,
on June 28, 1960. Together they
shared nearly 65 years of unwaver-
ing love and companionship, build-
ing a life filled with cherished
memories. Their journey was blessed
with three daughters, who were the
heart and soul of their world: Sheryl,
Linda, and Wendy. Darlene’s greatest
joy was her family. She treasured
every precious moment watching
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren, imparting values of love and
kindness.

An active member of St. Peter

Evangelical Church, Darlene served
with dedication as the church treas-
urer and participated in various
groups, including the women's circle
and choir. Her homemade bread was
a favorite at church bake sales. Bey-
ond her church commitments, Dar-
lene worked alongside her husband
on their family farm, masterfully bal-
ancing the demands of farming with
those of running a household, haul-
ing corn and beans while driving a
tractor with a grandchild on her lap.

Darlene found joy in sewing, quilt-
ing, crocheting, knitting, embroider-
ing, gardening, putting together
puzzles, cooking, and baking. She
generously shared her gifts and tal-
ents with her family. Darlene had a
deep love for music, with a special
fondness for rock bands like AC/DC,
Pink Floyd, Tom Petty, and Queen,
illustrating her vibrant personality
and zest for life.

Darlene leaves behind her devoted
husband, Robert; daughters, Sheryl
(Eugene) Kelly, Linda (John) Hullo-

peter, and Wendy (Gerald) Roe;
grandchildren, Jackie (Josh) Moen,
Amanda (Brian) Schulz, Michael
(Shelby) Hullopeter, William (Baily)
Hullopeter, and Robert Roe; 13
great-grandchildren, Kendra (Ben)
Johnson, Ashton Raimann, Breckyn
and Bexleigh Moen, Elliot, Ella, and
Hayden Hullopeter, Quinn and Grace
Hullopeter, and Landon, Connor, and
Hunter Roe; a great-great-grandson,
Russell Johnson; siblings, Ronnie
Niebuhr, Diane (Denny) Lutteke, and
Janet (Bill) Lowe; numerous nieces
and nephews; and many extended
family members and friends.

In addition to her parents, Darlene
was preceded in death by a grand-
daughter, Sarah Roe; a great-grand-
daughter, Avery Schulz; and her
paternal grandmother, Minnie Nie-
buhr, with whom she shared a special
bond.

A visitation was held for family
and friends from 4-7 p.m. on Mon-
day, January 6, 2025 at St. Peter
Evangelical Lutheran Church in New

Darlene Mucha

Richland. A funeral service was held
at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, January 7,
2025 at church with visitation one
hour prior to the service. Burial fol-
lowed at St. Peter Cemetery in New
Richland.

January offers plenty for the outdoors enthusiast

The next few months offer some
opportunity for outdoors adventures.
Whether you are an avid fisherman
or a hunter, there are plenty of oppor-
tunities to do both. The ice is good
on the area lakes, and I have seen a
few “permanent” houses on Fountain
Lake, along with some portable ones.
I haven’t heard much about the
catching so far, but early-on they
were catching fish. My Grandson
Trevor has not been on the ice as
much as in past years, but [ am sure
he will be getting in the groove
again. He has been going to Red
Wing, fishing open water for Wall-
eye. One Saturday he took his dog
and went there a week before Christ-
mas and caught 50 walleyes. My
wife noticed in the video he had a
counter and had clicked off the
number. He didn’t keep any fish, but
he just caught and released. The kid
definitely knows how to catch fish!

If you have a youth who has taken
the firearms safety class, the small
game season is on until 02-28-25.
Whether its mourning dove, squirrel
or rabbit, getting started small game

Woods

and Water

by Dick Herfindahl
Outdoors Writer

hunting is literally a walk through
field and forest. It's a great way to
learn as you observe your surround-
ings and what happens around you.

As a youth I didn’t have to take a
firearms safety course. I just went
out in the slough and walked it. We
still had pheasant and waterfowl sea-
sons, but I never hunted waterfowl.
Squirrels, rabbits, and pheasants
were much more plentiful back then.
Those were fun times, and you didn’t
ask permission to hunt because you
knew the farmer, and we treated the
landowner’s property with respect,
which goes a long way.

One thing that winter does for me
is it helps me anticipate the spring

and warmer weather. I do enjoy sit-
ting in a warm house while watching
the birds at the feeder, and I also like
to watch the squirrels and rabbits in
the yard. I don’t believe that the rab-
bits are quite as abundant as in past
years, but that may have something
to do with all the cats that are al-
lowed to roam the neighborhood.
You don’t have to leave the city to
observe wildlife. One evening I ar-
rived home after dark and spotted an
animal trotting across my driveway.
I quickly recognized that it was a
coyote right here in my yard. This
made me realize that these animals
are getting more used to interacting
with humans. Even though I thought

that this was cool, I realized that it
wasn’t a good sign. Two years ago,
my wife spotted two deer walking
down the street in front of our house.
The next day she told me to look out
the deck door at the fence between
the neighbor’s house and our back
yard. There was a hen turkey walk-
ing on the fence. After a few minutes,
I spotted the turkey heading across
the street with about seven little ones
following her. This was a year for the
books as far as wildlife goes. It was
a wonderful day in the neighbor-
hood!

Until next time: With the lack of
snow and cooler temperatures, it is a
good time to head to the State Park.
You can take a nice walk and also see
wildlife. There are not only deer and
other furbearers to see, but also
eagles, hawks and other birds so be
seen.

Please show your support for our
troops who are now deployed. These
service men and women are making
that sacrifice, so that we may have
the many freedoms that we enjoy
today.

e (F ettt of yorcr Cinie”

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 6 p.m.
Bible Study
* * *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sun-
day School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7
p.m. Council meeting (first Wednesday)
* ok ok

LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL

COVENANT CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Mini-
stry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and
Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark
* * *

CROSS OF GLORY
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship

Tuesday - Council meeting (First Tues-
day)

* * *

WEST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First tues-
day of the month)
Quilting meets 9:00 a.m. Wednesday,
see newsletter for dates.
* * *
HARTLAND EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

MANCHESTER
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fri-
days p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Pastor Leandra Anderson
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship (times very
for holidays)
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 10:30
a.m. Worship
* * £
VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor David Modder
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Kids

f ’
teve s

EST 1973

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

Exceptional

Meat Market

Awand Wirning Home-Cured oMeat Producty

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

N Your local family-owned store for
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats,
friendly service & great prices!

Weagner Foods

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway
New Richland, MN

newrichlandgrocery.com

church
Check the website for additional updates
www.vibrantlifeag.com
* ok ok
FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor Kyle Smith
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 6
p.m. Confirmation; 7-9 p.m. Youth
Group (No confirmation during
summer)

* * *
ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
Ellendale, Minnesota
Randy Cirksena, Pastor

Sunday - Summer Service time is 9:30
a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m. Sunday school.
(No summer sunday school)

Worship is at 10:30 a.m. beginning after
Sept. 3. Sunday School from Oct
through May from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15
a.m

Food shelf'is open every Thursday from
3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

* ok ok

CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those want-
ing to listen through their car radios at
FM 90.7

* * *

EAST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those want-
ing to listen through their car radios at
FM 89.3

* * *
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship

* * *

HOLLANDALE REFORMED
Rev. Neal Ooms

101 East Park Avenue
Hollandale, Minnesota
Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 10:45
a.m. Sunday School
* ok

ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, ELCA
Meriden, Minnesota
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * *

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN
Lemond Township
Pastor Dave Klawiter
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 a.m.
Youth/Adult Study
* * *
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday School;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH of LITOMYSL
Father Peter Schuster
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass with Chil-
dren’s Church; Preschool Sunday
School during Mass
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith Forma-
tion classes for grades K-Confirmation
www.litomysl.webs.com
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Study
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota

L & CREMATION SERYc

===

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

yview Freebo

JANIKE
SEEDS

Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday School;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
PEACE UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Rev. Larry Sipe
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
E kS E

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities,
ages 12-18
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE STAR EAGLE.

PIONEER

BRAND - SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

economicsi«

MARK BERNARD

J_J

THOMPSO
SANITATION, IN

care by and for
Exceptional
People!

(507) 465-3292

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN

’ Hartland MN

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042

(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

Crop Consultant
(507) 461-1775

121 3rd St. N.E.
New Richland,
MN 56072

.

CERTIFIED
CROP ADVISER

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS ¢ RECYCLING

Clarks Grove Office:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016

Phone: 507-256-4370
thompsonsanitation.com

LOOKING BACK

25 Years Back

- The first real Minnesota snowfall just before Christmas was just
perfect for snowballing and erecting snowmen! These young fellows
went all out as they fashioned a giant snowman, complete with
Christmas lights in front of the Dennis Warke home in New Rich-
land. They are from the left: David Root, Brian Bergland and Justin
Lewer.

- Tuesday supper guests of Esther Bohm were Gerald and Bonnie
Groskreutz of Wells. John and Elaine Tesch were New Year's supper
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Miller. On Friday, December 24, Herman
and Grace Miller joined family members at the Steve and Ruth Vance
home in Chanhassen for their annual family _
Christmas party. They attended Christmas Eve
services at the Church of the Living Christ in
Chanhassen.

-Lisa Renae Kyte and Kyle Bert Schlaak
were united in marriage June 12, 1999 at the
Waseca Evangelical Free Church. Pastor Dan
VanLoon officiated the 4 p.m. double ring cer-
emony. Parents of the couple are Joe and Bon-
nie Kyte and Lyle and Diane Schlaak, all of
New Richland.

WITH KLECTRON S%rive

- Stacey Krause, who was named student of the month for De-
cember at New RIchland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School
was congratulated this week by the Science instructors Sam Macklay
(left) and Terry Anderson (right). Stacey Krause was named student
of the month for December at New RIchland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva High School by the Science Department. A daughter of Den-
nis and Sue Krause of rural New Rlchland, Stacey is a member of
the high school's speech team and is a teacher's aid at the local
school. She is a Bible study leader at her church. Wehn Stacey was
asked why she would like to be an Elk Student of the month. She ex-
plained she has worked hard to achieve a high grade point average.
“The scholarship would help greatly in funding my college educa-
tion,” she added. Stacey has been accepted at Minnesota State Uni-
versity at Mankato.

50 Years Back

- Larry Spear is opening an accounting office in New Richland, Mon-
day, January 20 in the Farm and Home Real Estate building, one half
block west of the corner of Broadway and 2nd St. NW. A member of the
Minnesota Association for Public Accountants, throughout the year he
has attended monthly meetings which presented information on tax law
changes, manual versus computer to ethics of the profession.

- The Dean's List for the fall semester at St. Mary's College of Winona,
Minnesota has been announced by Dr. Ulric Scott, vice president for ac-
ademic affairs. The list includes 103 students who have attained an aca-
demic grade point average of 3.8 or better on a 4.0 scale. Students from
this area are: Robert J. Yerhot of New Richland and Thomas F. Clasen,
both of Waseca.

- The New Rlchland-Hartland high school wrestlers defeated Alden,
22-21, Friday. After trailing Alden following the third match, 15-3, the
Cards came back to win in the final match of the evening, which found
Rich Westland defeating Bob Scrabeck, 9-3. 98 Ib - Brad Whelan(A)
pinned Mike Wallin(NR) 3:11. 105 Ib - Daryl Reimer(A) dec. Eric
Espe(NR) 5-2.

112 Ib - Brian Wittmer(A) pinned Jim Battey(NR) 4:19. 119 Ib - KEvin
Knutson(NR) dec. Daryl Sanderson(A) 10-2. 126 Ib - Scott Smith(NR)
dec. Brian Whelan(A) 8-3. 132 Ib - Randy Warke(NR) dec. Craig Whe-
lan(A) 4-1. 138 Ib - Hiroshi Nisiumaki(NR) dec. Cory Carlson(A) 16-4.
145 Ib - Burton Berg(NR) dec. Steve Lindeman(A) 3-2. 155 Ib - Randy
Whelan(A) dec. Keith Root(NR) 11-9. 167 Ib - Gordy Ebnet(NR) dec.
Rick Newman(A) 9-1. 180 Ib - Clair Drescher(A) dec. Al
Bartholmey(NR) 5-2. Hwt. - Rich Westland(NR) dec. Bob Scrabeck(A)
9-3.

75 Years Back

-Theron Johnston Former New Richland man, son of Mrs. W.R. Johns-
ton, who sold his Coast-to-Coast store in Canton, S. D. last summer,
made a deal last week at Waterville taking over the Ford Agency garage
there. Mr. and Mrs. Johnston and son have been living in Owatonna the
past few months. Mr. Johnston will change the name of the garage to
Waterville Motor Co. and will have a grand opening soon.

- Mr. and Mrs. John E. Wallace of New Richland became the parents
of a daughter on February 9, born at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea. Mrs.
Wallace is the former Vivian Hanson.

-The League of Women Voters will be entertained at the home of Mrs.
Edwards Silvers Tuesday evening, February 14. Guest speakers are to be
Hope Washburn and Barbara Stuhler of Minneapolis, president and sec-
retary respectively, of the State Organization Committee of League of
Women Voters. They will discuss state economic problems.

Find us on: \

facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/newrichlandstar
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LEGAL

NOTICES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in the
conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: October 9,
2007

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $62,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Dean Mertins
and Julie A. Mertins, husband and
wife

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for CitiMortgage,
Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on October 23, 2007 as
Document Number 272715 in the
Office of the County Recorder of
Waseca County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: CitiMortgage, Inc. by
assignment recorded on March 26,
2010 as Document Number
A283488 in the Office of the County
Recorder of Waseca County,
Minnesota; thereafter assigned to
Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corporation, as trustee for the
benefit of the Seasoned Credit Risk
Transfer Trust, Series 2019-1 by
assignment recorded on December
12, 2022 as Document Number
A332327 in the Office of the County
Recorder of Waseca County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: All that part of the NW
1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Sec. 4, Twp.
108 North, Range 23 west, Waseca
Co., Minn., described as follows:
beginning at a point on the north
line of the NW 1/4 of said Sec. 4,
said point bearing west 1946.66 feet
from the north 1/4 corner of said
Sec. 4, thence south 572.00 feet,
thence North 81 degrees 10 minutes
00 seconds west 407.84 feet, thence
north 509.37 feet to the north line of
said NW 1/4, thence east on said
north line 403.00 feet to place of
beginning.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 8126 STATE HWY 60
S, WATERVILLE, MN 56096

Find us on:

facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/newrichlandstar
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| Get the latast iPhone svery year
with unimited wheless for 900/ MO
w iPhone 15 included with no trade-in needed to get started
® Unlimited Talk, Text and Data
» Free upgrade to the latest iPhone EVERY YEAR.

Get Boost Infinite
1-855-849-6621

INFINITELY BETTER WIRELESS!
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SMUTHEAST

Technical College

605-367-6040 | admissions@southeasttech.edu
SOUTHEASTTECH.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS

BUILD
DAKOTA

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FULL-RIDE

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

APPLY TODAY!

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Waseca County,
Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$39,728.53

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: CitiMortgage, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER:
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 05.004.0510

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 100011520046960896

THAT no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover the
debt then remaining secured by such
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if
the action or proceeding has been
instituted, that the same has been
discontinued, or that an execution

upon the judgment rendered therein
has been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
February 13, 2025 at 10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County
Sheriff’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW,
Waseca, MN 56093.

to pay the debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on the
premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by law. The
time allowed by law for redemption
by said mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is twelve
(12) months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage
is reinstated or the property
redeemed, or unless the time for
redemption is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the premises
by 11:59 p.m. on February 13, 2026.

OTISCO TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF FILING FOR TOWNSHIP ELECTION

TO ELECT
ONE (1) SUPERVISER-3 YEAR TERM

ONE (1) Treasurer -2 YEAR TERM

Filing begins December 30, 2024 and closes as 5:00pm January 13, 2025

Filing fee is $2.00

Filing will be done with Township clerk Jenae Peterson
13858 295" Ave

Waseca MN 56093

Jenae Peterson

Township Clerk

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:
None

Dated: December 11, 2024

FEDERAL HOME LOAN
MORTGAGE CORPORATION, AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF

THE SEASONED CREDIT RISK
TRANSFER TRUST, SERIES
2019-1
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni Fondungallah,
Esq.*

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Sung Woo Hong, Esq.

Alexa Marsh, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760

(24-1007-FC02)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.

@
DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Have the STAR EAGLE
delivered right to your
doorstep every week! No
more worries about missing
all the latest local news and

features. Subscribe today!

STAR EAGLE
PO Box 248

New Richland, MN 56072

Send me 1 year ofT ‘HE STAR! Enclosed is:
D $57 (Waseca, Freeborn,Steele Co’s) D $77 (outside MN)

D$67 (rest of Minnesota)

Name

Address

City

Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties
johnsonrents.com

Royal Villa has a sub-
sidized one-bedroom
apartment for rent to a
qualified applicant. Call
507-463-8515 or stop
by the office at 221 1st
St NE, New Richland
for an application.
50tfc

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION
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Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ...:7%s

SPEECH LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGIST
Assistant Long Term Sub. New
London-Spicer Schools. Required
AAS Degree from an accredited
SPLA Program. For more information,
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

EMPLOYMENT

WANTED TO BUY

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 612-332-8844

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

AGRICULTURE

STINE - PROVEN LEADERSHIP
in soybean genetics & revolutionary
approach to high-performance corn
ensures that we deliver the Stine
Has Yield promise. Jerome Flaherty
612/290-4723  jfflaherty@stineisr.com

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

JENSEN'S

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving Southern
Minnesota for over
45 years!

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, VIN
507-256-4712

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Holland

Tracy
#7405002
T MSAA

1on  Ructioneer

WWW. hoIIandauctlon com

(0) ¢

HOMPSON

? AGENCY. INC.

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN
507-377-2852 fax 507-377-3301
troythompsonagency@gmail.com

Insurance from the Best!

CREAMERY
9043 SW 37th Ave. * Hope, MN

507-684-2019

ia

TOP
$S$
PAID
P
SCRITRON
WE BUY pooleysscrapiron.com
NEW RICHLAND FAIRMONT
13984 215th Avenue, 620 N. Main Street
New Richland, MN Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789 Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 465-3258 Fax: (507) 238-1355

324 N Broadway * New Richland 507-465-8376

Its Hard To Stop ATrane!

Rick 507-402-6766 + James 507-475-2430

AROJACCOUNTING)

Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

Two locations to serve you
217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland
507-845-2763

B ayview Fl‘eel)ol,n

cRAL & CREMATION sg,

—— —

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @ gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FORA
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

Waseca, MN
teampetsinger@amfam.com
mrpagencyllc.com

—_—————
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE P

“JKROUTH CONTRACTING, LLC |
@Wick
Buildings

Jesse Routh

507-383-7892
jrouthbod@yahoo.com

24-Hour Gym Access
New Member signup by appointment

114 Broadway Ave. N.
Call or text (507)330-2345

Facebook address :
https://www.facebook.com/PantherPowerHouseFitness

\
Open
Monday-Friday

Red

‘,»ils )

104 Broadway Ave S Downtown 'New Rlchland

507-465-8000




10 Thursday, January 9, 2025

Star Eagle

IHlalts OIE
To A New Yealr

e ——

Serviea

408 Broadway
Hartland, MIN 56042

Call Us Ai:
1-507-845-2100

www.ld-ag.com

ocally Owned

Main Street Dental Clinics

comfortable dentistry

NEW RICHLAND e (507) 463-0502
132 North Broadway

BLOOMING PRAIRIE ¢ (507) 583-2141 ROCHESTER » (507) 536-7700
405 East Main Street 3110 Wellner Drive NE

| —

MANKATO e (507) 720-0250 OWATONNA ¢ (507) 455-1000
287 St. Andrews Drive, Suite 100 1170 East Frontage Road

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

7

‘ SO
misuamany Joesy Leswss

- 1
JJ_J_JV

EST 2024

NEW RICHLAND
LIQUOR CO.

907-465-3552
102 Broadway Ave N,
New Richland, MN 56072

Z N\

e UCLEA)
property.

WISHING YOU A
TOP-NOTCH YEAR

{7 piow

\/ @) PIONEER

Janike oeeds

Layne Janike CORTEVA'
507-995-6627 ogilect

7 layne.janike @plantpioneer.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

New Richland
Auto Repair
“For All Your Auto Repair Needs”

246 Third Street N.E.
Isaac Kofstad  New Richland, MN 56072
OWNER

1-507-463-3261
25 be the
best it can be!

Happy New Year!

Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative 7@‘:[

CELEBRATING 89 YEARS

2411 West Bridge Street
Owatonna MN 55060

507-451-7340
800-526-3514

Best Of Luck To You
In The New Year

cars and trichs.

We

Jor metals... M

ared HAL

Auto Value - Waseca
~._ 707 South State Street «
r O, Waseca, MN 56093

Tesch Service Genter
Family-Owned Automotive Repair
o wheel alignments

* brake services

o suspension repairs

o towing & more!

Call us today!

A
.“‘,.\

Ann

Sandy Kelli Kathy
Vanessa Jenny Nik

Mary Diane Dawn ]enmfer

OF NEW RICHLAND
@ www.sbnr.biz Since 189{?
] Phone 507-465-3218 24-hour Bankline 507-465-3373 FDIC

HAPPY NEW
Y i

Cleaner Fields, &

Higher Yieldg

Chad Johnson | 507-391-2757

Seed - Crop Protection - Fertilizer

Wishing you the best
_~~this New Year!

1415 Hwy 13N e Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @ gmail.com

507-373-4330

i e

| . '“
£

.
<

&

K info@swce.coop ® swce.coop J

870 32nd Ave. NW ¢ Owatonna, MN ¥
. » w :

’REPAIR

ARO/AGCOUNTING

Accountants e Certified Public Accounting Services o Bookkeeping

217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

32718 State Highway 13, Hartland
(507) 845-2763

Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

AddVH iaVIA MIN AddVH i,

wN AddVH iaVIA MIN Addvh idi

JollarmAictior

Holland & Associates
Ellendale, MN

Tracy Holland
#7405002

-
el
-
iy
S rr—)
MINNESOTA STATE AUCTIONEERS ASSOCIATION Auctioneer
£ T S,

www.hollandauction.com§®
AR HAPPY NEW YEAR! HAPPY NRNS

4RI HAPPY NEW YEAR! HAPPY N
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