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Spring Sports

Nearly 500
served at
Ellendale
fish fry

By KATHY PAULSEN

The Ellendale Fire Department
hosted their 13th annual “All-
You-Can- Eat” Fish Fry on Friday
night, March 22, 2024 at the El-
lendale Fire Barn and Com-
munity Center.

People stated arriving at 4:30
p.m. for the 5 p.m. supper, which
included deep fried fish, coleslaw
and firehouse beans, along with
lemonade and coffee, all for a free
will donation.

Needless to say, the Fire De-
partment members were kept
busy; Logan Busho, the Ellendale
Fire Chief, reports that they had
470 people come through the
doors, as well as prepared 100
“to-go” boxes of fish on Friday
night as well.

All proceeds from the Fish Fry
on Friday night will go towards
the Ellendale Firemen’s Relief
Association.

The Ellendale Fire Depart-
ment, which was organized back
on the 13th of May in 1904, cur-
rently consists of Logan Busho as
chief, and Joel Adams as assistant
fire chief; Frank Alricheer, Pat
Kruger, Travis Ladwig, Nolan
McGowan, and Tyler McGowan,
as captains, along with Josh Bur-
gess, Rick Johnson, Shawn Lar-
son, David Modderman, Allison
Mullenburg, Jennelle Olson, Josh
Otto, Kyle Powers, Jordon Ro-
sacker, Charlie Spinler, Derek
Strohschein, and Jeff Schultz.

In addition to serving on the
fire department, they also have a
number of members who also
serve as First Responders.

The Ellendale Fire Department
is very thankful for the fantastic
support of their annual fish fry,
and hopes the people of our area
will continue to support them dur-
ing their future events this year.

The Ellendale Fire Department
will sponsor a band during Ellen-
dale Days in June, when they will
serve a pulled pork dinner, along
with their annual auction in Au-
gust.

* *x %

THANK YOU

To all those who donated deli-
cious treats to the Ellendale
Bake sale and the customers
who made it a great success.

Sinerely - the Ellendale
Community Gathering Place
Committee

Annual meeting of
St. Peter Cemetery
Association April 6

The annual meeting of the St.
Peter Cemetery Association will
be held at 1:30 p.m., Saturday,
April 6 at St. Peter Lutheran
Church in New Richland.

EHS to meet April 6

The April meeting of the El-
lendale Area Heritage Society
will be April 6 at 9 a.m. at the El-
lendale community building.
Mini auction,
pancake breakfast
at Geneva Bar and
Grill, April 6,7

A mini auction and Pancake
Breakfast for the Geneva Cancer
Auction will be held this week-
end at the Geneva Bar and Grill.

The mini auction will be Sat-
urday, April 6 beginning at 2
p-m. A pancake breakfast will be
Sunday, April 7 from 8 a.m. until
noon.

A word from
The Word .~

Fear not, for I am
with you.
Isaiah 41:10

A shock to the system

Utpadel raising money for cancer research in a unique way

‘78 Ellendale
Geneva graduate is
part of ‘Musicians
Against Cancer’

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

“When you hear the ‘C-Word,’ it’s a shock to
the system,” says Geneva area resident Todd Ut-
padel, who says he sometimes has the sense cancer
is all around him.

“It just kept hitting and kept hitting,” he says of
the number of relatives and close friends the dis-
ease has taken. “When you feel useless, that’s
when it’s time to look for a way to make a differ-
ence.”

Utpadel, a 1978 graduate of Ellendale-Geneva
High School, and a founding member of the
Snowy River Band, decided he would use music.
A persistent performer at venues across southern
Minnesota, he announced at Albert Lea’s Moose
Lodge on New Year’s Day he has formed the
group “Musicians Against Cancer,” and will be
donating all tips he receives during 2024 to the
Blooming Prairie Cancer Fund, which has a two-
fold approach to fighting cancer. During 2023, it
contributed $120,000 to the Eagles’ Cancer Tele-
thon and also gave more than $30,000 directly to
individuals battling the disease to help meet their
expenses.

“My donations are specifically for the second
part,” Utpadel reveals. “Of course research is im-
portant, but I choose to help people who need the
support right now for everything they’re going
through. For many of them, the cure won’t be
found in time; they’re facing challenges from
many directions at once, and one of them is their
finances.”

Utpadel set himself a goal of raising $10,000 by
the year’s end. His plans got a boost when Albert
Lea’s Moose Lodge—a venue he plays fairly often—
offered to match his receipts for the month of
January up to $500. His “day job,” Owatonna
Motor Company, did the same for February. A pair
of private citizens is matching March’s the same
way. The Blooming Prairie Servicemen’s Club has
committed to helping with April. Utpadel says he
hopes to find organizations which will continue
the pattern for the remainder of the year.

He expresses gratitude to his wife, Sherry, Owa-
tonna Motor Company, owner Bill Zaharia, and
general manager Brandon Ratkowski for their pa-
tience and support, since his enthusiasm for the
goal has him booking performances “rather ambi-
tiously”’--nine weekend nights in April alone.

“But this is not about me, and I’'m not doing it
by myself,” says Utpadel, mentioning “The Red
Solo Cup Cancer Jam” scheduled for April 19 at
the Albert Lea Moose Club. Utpadel has been in
touch with many fellow musicians and has com-
mitments from a range of people.

Among those who may come are some
members of the Snowy River Band, which, over
time, has opened for about 30 national acts includ-
ing Waylon Jennings and John Michael Montgom-
ery. Other performers with ties ranging from local
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Todd Utpadel has set a goal of raising $10,000 in the fight against cancer. Local busi-
Star Eagle photos by Deb Bently

nesses help sponsor events and match donated funds.

to national have indicated an interest.

During a recent performance at Spare Time En-
tertainment Center in Owatonna, friends and fans
Todd and Tracy Jerzak of Rochester made the trip
to hear Utpadel play. “He’s a great musician,” said
Todd enthusiastically. “He’s a traditionalist in that
he likes some of the older music, but he includes
the newer stuff, too.

“It’s just like him to play for no money,” inter-
jects Tracy. “He has a good heart.”

“I’m a musician myself,” says Todd. “I play the
guitar and banjo. I can imagine it’s a really good
feeling to use your music to help people, to take
away some of their worry and stress. It’s a great
cause.”

Fans Deb and Gerald Herget, one-time Ellen-
dale residents who now live in Albert Lea, say they
request Utpadel’s schedule and attend every per-
formance they can that is within a reasonable driv-
ing distance. Deb says her sister married Utpadel’s
uncle, and so she not only remembers the days of

Utpadel continued on 4

MSU
Mankato
claims
two titles

Joey Batt scores
10 points in final
basketball game

By JIM LUTGENS
Staff Writer

The Division II national
championships were decided in
men's and women's basketball
last Friday and Saturday.

Waseca and the surrounding
area had a lot to do with it.

Waseca High School gradu-
ates Malik and Kyreese Willing-
ham, as they have been all
season, were key components as
Minnesota State-Mankato de-
feated Nova Southwestern 88-85
for the men's championship Sat-
urday afternoon at Evansville,
Ind.

The previous night, Joey Batt
- granddaughter of Al Batt of
rural Hartland - helped the Mav-
ericks to the women's crown in
an 89-73 victory over Texas
Woman's University 89-73 at St.
Joseph, Mo.

It was the first national cham-
pionship for the Minnesota State
men's team, which rallied past
the defending national cham-
pions to win a nail-biter. The
women's squad won handily. It
was the second time in history
that one school claimed the Di-
vision II men's and women's
basketball championship.

The men's team started slow,
falling behind 12-2 after three
minutes and 21-12 after 10. The
Mavericks trailed 40-38 at half-
time.

Minnesota State went on a 10-
0 run to start the second half and
was up 71-58 with 10 minutes to
play, but Nova Southeastern, the
highest scoring team in Division
II, engineered a 13-0 run and
took the lead 76-75 with 4:46 re-
maining.

It was tied 85-85 when the
Mavericks got the ball with 27
seconds to go. After working the
ball around, Malik Willingham,
a senior, found his brother Ky-
reese, a junior, and he drilled a
three-pointer with .8 seconds on
the clock to lift Minnesota State
to victory.

Kyreese and Malik Willing-
ham finished with 12 points

Titles continued on 10

Gordinier looks
back on 40 years
as EMT, referee

By AYANNA ECKBLAD
news@albertleatribune.com

GENEVA — The life of an emer-
gency medical technician is one that
requires hard work and dedication.
Longtime EMT Garry Gordinier of
Geneva applies this steadfast com-
mitment not only to his work in
emergency services but also to his
role as a referee.

Gordinier, 73, grew up in Mount
Sterling, Wisconsin, and graduated
from North Crawford High School in
1968. As a student he played basket-
ball, baseball, football and ran track.
Gordinier’s parents instilled in him
the value of hard work at a young
age.

“If you borrow something from
somebody and you give it back, it
needs to be in better condition than
when you got it,” Gordinier recalled
his parents saying. Additionally,
“When you have a job, don’t care if
it’s the worst job in the world, you go

there and you do the best you can, al-
ways. And that’s what I’ve tried to
instill in my kids.”

After studying at University of
Wisconsin in Eau Claire, Gordinier
went into banking. Out of all the
places he has lived, he has been in
Geneva the longest, being president
of Commerce Bank for 23 years until
his retirement three years ago. He
said that he likes the small town life
and has met a lot of “really nice
folks.” He also finds it amusing that
his role as a banker has had an effect
on other parts of his life.

“I’m treasurer for the church,
treasurer for the ambulance ... that’s
kind of a given,” he said. “If you’re
a bank employee, you’re automati-
cally the treasurer.”

During his downtime from work-
ing at the bank, Gordinier decided he
wanted to work in emergency medi-
cal services. The process of becom-
ing certified in Wisconsin required

—wat ¥

Gary Gordinier served as pres

dent of Commerce Bank of Geneva for 23 years until his retire-

ment three years ago. At age 73 he continues to officiate local high school sporting events.

him to take a 120-hour course fol-
lowed by passing a national test. He
now has over 40 years experience in
emergency services.

Gordinier said that it is not easy
being a volunteer first responder; he
had to grow accustomed to the time
commitment and learn to remain

level-headed during intense situ-
ations. He had to sacrifice a lot of
time with his family and friends to
help people who needed care in pre-
carious situations.

The help he was able to give the
people in the community, along with
the camaraderie he had with other

Albert Lea Tribune Photo

EMTs, made the time he spent
worthwhile.

Gordinier said his favorite part of

being an EMT is “being able to help

people when they’re having a bad

Gordinier continued on 4
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Plenty of signs
spring IS coming

Old Man Winter threatened, but
as the scurs and Weather Eye noted,
they were idle threats. Does Old
Man Winter continue to be idle, or
does he make up for lost time?
Starting Thursday, sunny with
highs in the upper 40’s and lows in
the mid-20’s. Sunny on Friday with
highs in the low 50’s and lows in
the low 30’s. Mostly sunny on Sat-
urday with a slight chance of p.m.
rain. Highs in the upper 50’s with
lows in the upper 30’s. Sunday,
cloudy with a good chance of rain.
Highs in the low 50’s with lows in
the upper 30’s. Partly sunny on
Monday with a slight chance of
rain. Highs in the upper 50’s with
lows in the low 40’s. Tuesday,
partly sunny with highs in the low
60’s with lows in the mid-40’s.
Cloudy on Wednesday with a de-
cent chance of rain. Highs in the
upper 50’s with lows in the mid-
40’s. On April S5th we gain daylight
under 3 minutes per day at 2 mi-
nutes and 58 seconds. On April 6th,
our daylight goes over 13 hours.
The last time we had that much
daylight was back on September
Sth. The normal high for April 6th
is 51 and the normal low is 31. The
scurs will have time to take inven-
tory on their Easter basket spoils.

Ma Nature has hit the brakes on
spring. Not unexpected either, al-
though it’s not as easy to accept
with the weather we had going
throughout much of the winter.
Still, it’s great to see some rain in
case we need it down the road.
Some outlooks including NOAA
are calling for the potential for
better than even odds of a warm,
dry June. The weather has still done
very little to recharge the wetlands,
lakes, rivers, and streams yet. Beg-
gars can’t be choosers, but it’d be
nice if it decided to wait until after
planting season to do that. Even as
dry as everyone likes to imagine it
being, it doesn’t take long to go
from very dry to very wet as we
found following the drought of ‘88.
After some were convinced that
lakes and wetlands would never re-
cover, in under a decade it was so
wet that lakeshore property was
under water, becoming part of the
lake for many years to come.

As rapidly as spring was ap-
proaching, I was convinced we’d
be putting out hummingbird and
oriole feeders in early April. As it
is, it could still be early, just not as
once thought. With recent rains, we
are poised to get a quick start on
flowering plants once it warms up
sufficiently. I haven’t given up on
the possibility of early May just yet.
Hopefully we get some sunshine to
go along with warmer temps as the
flowering baskets that often attract
hummingbirds early on could be on
the ugly side. In the meantime, the
goldfinches are becoming brighter
yellow with each passing day. More
robins are out and about. They too
should be happy about the recent
rains. There are ample puddles to
bathe in and drink from. Not only
that, but the earthworms should
also be closer to the surface as
temps warm. Once they are, it’ll be
nest building time soon afterwards.

It's been tempting to take the
chains off the tractor, although just
about the time I’'m ready to do it,
the forecasters mutter something
about snowfall again. That’s fine.

They can stay put for another week
or so before some round bales need
to be moved. If I really need to take
them off then to avoid tearing the
yard up, no biggy. I’d rather not
have to clean all the mud out before
hanging them up inside until next
winter. Hopefully they won’t need
to be put back on in an emergency
situation, but [ wouldn’t bet against
it. I was looking back at photos on
my phone. I saw haunting pictures
of April storms past. Could it
happen again? You better believe it.

There are plenty of signs that
spring is still coming. Western
chorus frogs were heard last Sat-
urday the 30th as I was grilling on
the patio. I was surprised as the
wetland is essentially dry or was at
last check. They’ll need some water
to reproduce, however. The spring
bulbs continue to appear and
flower, having benefited from
being covered for 10 days or so
when the weather was anyone’s
guess. The rhubarb that was also
covered showed signs that it needed
sunshine once the straw was re-
moved from it. Now it’s visible
from the house. Can almost smell
and taste that fist rhubarb pie of the
season.

Got a good start on fruit tree
pruning. Would’ve liked to have
done it earlier, but matters including
weather just didn’t cooperate.
Looks like I should have this week
to complete the task and move on
to the next project. It’ll get done. It
always does. Next step might be to
get the lawnmower fired up and
drive around with the loppers. I can
remove any limb or twig that has a
chance to snap me in the face,
snatch my glasses or pluck the ear-
phones off my melon. There are
some 50-odd trees and shrubs to
mow around. I find my tolerance
for hand to hand combat is becom-
ing less with each passing year.

Moving sheep around on Sunday
was expedited with help from 4-H
Avary & mom. With a set of tri-
plets, a set of twins and a single to
move, it was a godsend. It stream-
lines the chore process a little more
too each time we can cut down on
the number of small pens we’re
feeding. The bad news is we keep
having more lambs to replace the
ones we just moved. Last Thursday
night we had another single, and
Friday morning there was another
set of triplets. Looking at the four
ewes left to lamb, only one of those
appears close to coming in. The end
is in sight though. The countdown
starts.

Poppy had another big week. A
lot of people showing up to play
with and receive attention from.
Recent rains have necessitated a
nice thick towel by the door to wipe
the resident Corgi and her muddy
little feet off. While she was exer-
cising her squirrel the other day, I
noticed she’d wandered over near
the plum thicket. Not long after-
wards I heard the sound of a rooster
pheasant getting up and flying off.
Poppy had bumped into Little
Jerry! She’s repeated this on several
more occasions. Not only do we
have a herding dog and a squirrel
dog, we also have a bird dog in our
midst. Now if she’d just do the
chores.

See you next week...real good
then.

Nostalgia from a comic geek
= |Whatever §55° Your Waffl

I realize that since I hit that magi-
cal age of 50 last year, my nostalgia
factor has kicked into high gear. Per-
haps it’s because I know that I’'m
middle-aged and can no longer re-
cover my youth physically, but that
reminiscing frequently helps me
keep close those memories that are
so valued.

Recently, I had the chance to be in-
terviewed on two occasions for a
podcast about Valiant Comics. I
wrote a column about Valiant
Comics a few years ago as the little
comics company that could. Valiant
has gone through multiple iterations
over the years, and I was able to dis-
cuss the earliest years of the com-
pany and how they set the stage to
challenge Marvel and DC as comics
giants.

I had a blast discussing Magnus
Robot Fighter and Solar Man of the
Atom during those two sessions.
(The podcast is called Klang!, which
is a sound effect used in the Valiant
Comic called Quantum and Woody.
Unless you’re a comic geek like me
and love Valiant Comics, you might
get lost in the nerdiness.)

Valiant started in the early 1990s,
and that’s what I focused on. The
comic shop owner in New Ulm,
Sheldon Rieke, suggested I try Mag-
nus when it came out. I was really
just a Marvel and DC guy, but I re-
membered a Magnus comic that I
had run across as a youngster, one
that involved volcanos. My memory
of it was that it was very cool, so |
decided to give the new version a try.

And now I own every Valiant
comic. Thanks, Sheldon.

I prepped for the interviews by re-
reading comic book runs from the
early stages of Magnus and Solar. I
was instantly brought back to 1991,

by Mark Domeier
Contributing Writer

as [ was going into my senior year of
high school, and I was filled with
that nostalgia that’s been so very
present lately. The thing with the
early time at Valiant was that they
were run by Jim Shooter, who had
been editor-in-chief at Marvel
Comics in the late 70s and into the
80s.

And that’s the time I was intro-
duced to comic books, especially
Marvel Comics.

I’m part of a group on Facebook
that covers Marvel Comics from
1961, the year they started, to 1986,
the year many in the group consider
the “end” of Marvel Comics as they
knew them. I’'m probably among the
younger members of this group. I’ve
read a lot of the 1960s and 1970s
Marvel, but I did not become a col-
lector until my first subscription to
Amazing Spider-Man in 1979.

The folks who started this group
consider 1986 the final height of
glory for Marvel Comics, since the
style of the comics started to change
after that. It was Marvel’s 25th anni-
versary and they were working to-
ward the future.

Here’s the thing: I love the Mavel
Comics of the 1980s more than any
other era. That’s what I grew up with,
so that’s where I first met Spider-
Man, Captain America, the Hulk,
and the X-Men. I got to know them
at that point in their history. I’ve read

the beginning runs of all of them and
recognize the brilliance that went
into creating these stalwart heroes,
but those comics of my youth will
forever be my favorites.

So I get it. A lot of people in this
group don’t like how Marvel Comics
changed. But when Shooter started
Valiant Comics, it seemed like those
old Marvel ideas were being reborn
in a new comic book universe.

Marvel was new and revolutionary
in 1961 because all their characters
interacted with each other in the
comics. Daredevil would see Spider-
Man swinging across the skyline of
Manhattan. Iron Man might en-
counter Dr. Strange after a battle.
The Fantastic Four might be called
in to help the Avengers. Continuity
counted, and there could be ripple ef-
fects from the Silver Surfer comic
that impacted Thor in his book.

Valiant did the same thing. During
my discussions with Clint, the host
of the podcast, we talked about how
a minor character from one comic
might make their first appearance in
a different magazine, seemingly just
an offhand mention, and then play a
role for a long time elsewhere. Val-
iant also worked in “real time,”
meaning they would have dates and
times throughout their comics, as if
the characters were aging as they
went. That was new and different!

And I think that’s one reason I

loved Valiant Comics - they re-
minded me of the Marvel Comics I
loved, the comics that were slowly
but surely changing.

I stepped away from comic book
collecting after Jayna was born.
(Money, you know!) When I re-
sumed, comics had really changed a
lot. I didn’t think I would like them
as much. But now that I’ve been col-
lecting again for over a decade, I've
adjusted to the changes. This is evo-
lution, just like music or television
(topics I've written about in the last
year!).

When I need a hit of nostalgia, I'll
go on my Marvel or DC app and read
some older books. Recently, I've
been trying to finish off issues of the
Hulk I have never read, and I love
them! This is the Hulk I know and
love; the newer version of him in the
comics is very meta and not my
style. But I understand why it’s very
popular, and I won’t just fold my
arms and get mad.

Nostalgia is fun, and I'm grateful
I got a chance to visit with Clint and
talk about a love of comics.

I’'m also grateful that I continue to
get support to keep writing here. This
is my 600th column. Every time I’ve
hit a column with two zeroes at the
end, I’ve focused on comic books
with that number. But there aren’t
many that have made it to issue
#600, and this seemed like a good
way to celebrate. Thanks for reading!

Word of the Week: This week’s
word is efface, which means to erase
or make inconspicuous, as in, “Some
fans tried to efface Marvel Comics
after 1986 because they only wanted
to remember their favorites.” Im-
press your friends and confuse your
enemies!

Auxiliary News

The Freeborn American Legion
Auxiliary met on March 16, 2024 at
9 a.m. at the Freeborn Legion Hall.
President Sandy Anderson called the
meeting to order. The American Flag
and the Auxiliary Pledges were re-
cited.

The Secretary and Treasurer re-
ports were given. Both reports were
approved as read.

Bills were presented and motioned

to be paid. Money had been received
from various sources for the Poppy
fund. A Thank You has been sent for
money received.

Sandy gave a report from the De-
cember Santa Day/Hospice pro-
gram/Potluck and Bingo Party. There
were approximately 40 people play-
ing Bingo. A fun time was had by all
and everyone leaves a winner. If you
missed this year, we will do it all

again on December, 8, 2024. Bingo is
free to play and all ages are encour-
aged to attend.

Our membership is at 51 and our
goal is 59. A discussion was held con-
cerning how to get people to join our
unit and what the requirements are.

The Poppy’s have been ordered but
have not yet arrived.

Sandy announced that the Annual
reports will need to be done and in-

formation should be turned in to her
by April 1st.

Our next Auxiliary meeting will be
Saturday, May 18, 2024 at 9 a.m. at
the Freeborn Legion Hall. With no
further business, the meeting was ad-
journed.

Respectfully Submitted by
Sandy Anderson, President
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NRHEG spring sports are officially here

On Monday I had the opportunity
to speak with coaches and players
before, during and after photos were
taken for the Star Eagle’s annual
spring sports preview.

I tried to do something special this
time and spoke with captains from
each of the sports. (Well, most of
them.)

Scheduling photos this year was a
challenge. The students were great as
always. Unfortunately, softball pho-
tos were taken Tuesday immediately
before print, so I was unable to speak
with those captains in time for inclu-
sion.

I’ve done sports preview photos
like this for a handful of years now,
and I must admit something. I finally
felt comfortable talking with all of
the kids. Of course, over the years it
was never a challenge talking with
kids I already knew, but speaking
with kids I didn’t was an interesting
experience.

For the kids, I’ve observed it feels
like a public speaking adventure for
them to speak with the newspaper.
So, they often clam up. In early op-
portunities to speak with student ath-
letes, I struggled to pull them out of
their shell. Given more practice and
more experience, I’ve learned some-
times I just have to help them along.
I try to give them a lot of context on
open-ended questions. And I empha-
size there are no wrong and right an-
swers when I inevitably see that look
of worry and terror come through
their eyes as they draw a blank.

I, too, have felt those same feel-
ings.

I too, have felt awkward and un-
comfortable as I line students,
teachers, coaches, or business
owners, etc... up for photos.

What I'm trying to say is I'm
grateful I’'m much more comfortable.
I’m most grateful because it allows
me the opportunity to connect with
these students and share their experi-
ences with our readers.

I arrived early Monday for photos
and began with Golf. Brad Root had
called me early in the morning and
asked if his group could go first,
which we did.

Juet a Thought...

by Eli Lutgens

I actually ran the idea of speaking
with captains by him before I did it.
He loved the idea.

And of course, Carter Schlaak
walks over, whom I have spoken
with and run into on many, many oc-
casions.

The female golf captain I had not
met before.

In this case, there was one person
I already knew and was comfortable
with along with a student who had
never met me before.

She got more comfortable after a
few minutes. I like to keep inter-
views with students, for brief re-
marks like these, to about five
minutes, or three or so questions. I
don’t want to overwhelm students.

I ask students their grade in school
and experience in a given sport.

All easy questions that will hope-
fully make the student more comfort-
able.

And then I went to work with the
meat and potatoes of the interviews,
which, hopefully, can be found in
this week’s edition.

Next was baseball.

Coach Shawn Larson informed me
that every student athlete was a cap-
tain this year. By the end of the year,
however, the team would vote on
final captains. Uffda.

There went my plan.

So, I looked at the team, a group
of kids I felt pretty familiar with after
how closely I followed them a year
prior. (Baseball is my favorite sport
and one which I coached at the junior
high level for two years.)

I pulled aside Jared Lee and asked
for recommendations for other stu-
dents to speak with. Ultimately, the
players as a group decided on Alden
Dobberstein and Jace Ihrke.

I played baseball with Evan Dob-
berstein and coached Alex Dobber-

stein, both of whom I believe to be
older siblings or at least, some rela-
tion to Alden.

After photos I asked coach Larson
to chat for a few minutes.

We talked about the situation with
this year’s team. No seniors are on
this year’s roster. Three pitchers, all
of whom played every game last
year, decided to play other sports or
not participate at all in activities this
spring.

We also have a new head coach
this year.

Larson told me he put his name in
for consideration when the job be-
came available and was a little sur-
prised to have been picked.

Larson has been a coach in some
capacity with the NRHEG baseball
program since 2007. Mainly coach-
ing Junior Varsity, he also spent some
years in the junior high program.
Some of those years overlapped with
me. I would say Larson was my
coach in some capacity every year
from 7th grade through 12th. More
than half, likely with him as my head
coach.

I admire Larson as a teacher, coach
and friend.

When he saw me on Monday, one
of the first things he mentioned was
how he could never pull me out of a
game. As a pitcher I was stubborn. I
like to think I proved myself right
more often than not when I told Lar-
son to leave me in the game.

My favorite memory was a loss,
where we were no-hit in Randolph. I
pitched the entire game, threw 157
pitches and told Larson after the 4th
inning (when he tried to pull me from
the game), “I just want to give us the
best chance to win.”

He left me in to pitch and I did
fine. I always felt better, the longer I
pitched. My other memory from that

game was getting hit in the shoulder
while batting. That broke up the
“perfect game,” but at what cost? A
very large and cold red bump on my
arm.

Thanks for keeping me in the
game, Larson.

If you ask Larson his favorite
memory of me, he’ll tell you about a
foul ball. It was summer baseball and
we had a long drive wherever we
went that day. A foul ball was hit
down the first base line. I looked up,
didn’t move, and it went out of play.

Larson still gives me heck about it.

“Eli, you didn’t even move!”

“Show a little effort,” he told me.

Me, on the field, just pointed to
where it landed out of play.

“Gotta conserve my energy
coach!”
Back to Monday.

Next up was track and field with
my former 6th grade teacher and
former babysitter Duey Ferber.

I love Duey and so do his track-
sters.

Speaking with the captains I asked
Evelyn Nydegger for her best Ferber
story and she didn’t hesitate.

“He doesn’t know how to take left
turns!

“Ask him about it.” She insisted.

Apparently, there is a Dairy Queen
on the way back from Mankato they
pass by every year and every year
since 7th grade Evelyn has asked
Ferber to stop the bus for them.

“He tells us the steering wheel is
broken!”

On the boys side, William Tuttle
said it was Ferber talking about track
and field for nine consecutive hours
during driver’s ed behind the wheel
in which he was convinced to join.
That, and the legendary “Brady
Agrimson.” Will said he looks up to
Brady as a legend and that Ferber’s
talk of the legend of Brady con-
vinced him track was for him.

Honestly, I was really impressed
with all the kids. I’'m really glad I had
the opportunity to talk with them. I
don’t know how much of the inter-
views will make it into the stories,
but I do know that those conver-
sations will not soon be forgotten.
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Grandpa Al crows

loudly for

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
Do you always stir coffee with
your right hand?
Yes, I’'m right-handed.
Try using a spoon next time.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur
as [ drive past his drive. When the
sun rises and sets, it makes my day.
Bright sunlight makes me sneeze
three times. I have photic sneeze
reflex. It’s pepper on the sun.
Achoo represents the sound of a
sneeze and is an acronym for
Autosomal Dominant Compelling
Helioopthalmic Outburst
(ACHOO) Syndrome, character-
ized by uncontrollable sneezing in
response to sudden exposure to
bright light, typically intense sun-
light.

I exchanged pleasantries with a
fellow traveler in Bethany, Mis-
souri. She was from Goshen, Indi-
ana. She asked where [ was from.
I told her. She said the winter
weather here might be too much
for her. I told her our weather was-
n’t as bad as she’d heard, and it
was worse than she’d heard. She
mulled that over for a minute and
left. She was a hurrying Hoosier.

When I was in school, I formed
the Al Club. I was in it because I
started it. Others shared the lovely
name: Routh, Waldhauser, Mor-
stad, Loe, Tappe, Hanson and
Berkvam, to name a few. Al Berk-
vam was a teacher and a coach. I
told him he was a member. I was
afraid he’d get all weepy on me,
but he didn’t. Those who had
Allen, Allan, Alan or Allyn as mid-
dle names were awarded trial
memberships. El Kabong was an
honorary member. In the “Quick
Draw McGraw Show,” Quick
Draw spent cartoon time as his
alter ego, the masked El Kabong,
who used a guitar (a Kabonger) to
bash bad guys into submission. In
the Al Club, there were no dues, no
secret handshakes, no mission
statement and no meetings. The
first rule of Al Club was: there are
no rules.

I was in a large store in Mis-
souri because it was handy to buy
some drinking water to put in the
cooler in my car. I stumbled
around a bit before locating my
prey. As I grabbed a 12-pack of
water, a man thanked me. I replied,
“You’re welcome,” out of habit.
His young son told me I was a hero
and then they left. I was confused.
When I got to my car, I grabbed
my hat from my head. It said “Ki-
ester Fire Department” on it. The
city was named for state senator
and judge Jacob Kiester. The Ki-
ester Fire Department, which is
made of heroes, had given me the
hat. If I could have found that man
and his son, I’d have told them so.

I’VE LEARNED
I use a level only in the evening.

Joey Batt

The lady who lived next door to
me in the Twin Cities was 80%
Irish. Her name was Iris.

Most conspiracy theories are
mythunderstandings.

I like a banana that’s a little
green and firm. “No brown bana-
nas” could be my shopping motto,
although banana bread is great.
Why are most banana—flavored
things yellow? We don’t eat the
yellow part.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

What is yellow, delicious and
dangerous? Shark-infested lemon
meringue pie.

If you’ve never tried blind-
folded archery, you don’t know
what you’re missing.

If he left a voicemail, would
you call Johann Sebastian Bach?

I got a job at the chess factory.
I work knights.

Welcome to IKEA. Come in
and make yourself a seat.

I cut a log in half with my vi-
sion. | saw it with my own eyes.

A GRANDPA CROWS

Joey Batt, daughter of Brian
and Laura Batt of New Ulm, and a
first team All American, was
named to the all-tournament team
after her Minnesota State Mave-
rick Women’s Basketball Team
won the 2024 NCAA DII National
Championship with an 89-73 win
over Texas Woman’s University.

NATURE NOTES

Terri Guillemets wrote, “My fa-
vorite weather is bird chirping
weather.”

Anonymous wrote, “Spring has
sprung. The grass is riz; | wonder
where the birdies is.” The birdies
are here or on the way. I believe in
the miracle of birds each time one
swings into my field of view. If
I’m fortunate, I might get to enjoy
the terpsichorean talents of sand-
hill cranes. Reason number 397
why I like birds: just because.

House finches are permanent
residents of Minnesota, but some
undergo a short-distance migration
south. It might be to avoid paying
taxes.

If the inside of a house window
hosts flies that resemble house
flies, they are cluster flies. They
don’t harm people or property and
don’t reproduce indoors. They are
parasites of earthworms.

Birds need to transfer and pre-
serve heat to eggs and nestlings via
brood patches, bare areas of skin
on the belly that lose their feathers
toward the end of the egg-laying
period. Most birds shed automati-
cally, but some pluck their brood
patch and use the plucked feathers
to make an insulating lining for
their nests.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“Kindness is always fashion-
able, and always welcome.”—
Amelia Barr.
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‘People tell me I had a hard life’

Lifelong area resident cele

Lois Anderson
reaches century
milestone

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

Lifelong Waseca area resident Lois Anderson
turned 100 on February 22. She freely admits
her longevity has surprised her as much as
anyone else. She was born at home in New
Richland to parents Helmer and Jessie Ander-
son; not only is she a centenarian, but she’s ap-
proximately 36,525 days old.

When asked whether she ever pictured herself
reaching the age of 100, her immediate response
was, “No.” She quickly explained no other
member of her family has done so, and she
didn’t expect to be the first.

“So, I thought, ‘“Why should I?"” Anderson
added.

Indeed, after her husband Leonard died in
1994 at age 72, she went on to live independ-
ently for nearly two decades. Her daughter,
Judy, reveals Anderson had a boyfriend for a
while.

“I just live,” Anderson said simply.

Anderson’s 100 years have overlapped some
very significant historical events. Two world
wars. A husband with polio. But from Ander-
son’s gentle but resilient attitude, no one would
know it.

She was the second-youngest of seven
siblings and is the only one still living. After An-
derson turned two, her parents moved from New
Richland to Otisco, where she spent the rest of
her childhood. Her father owned a grocery store
in Otisco, which worked out well for the family
during the depression, since her family always
had food.

Anderson also remembers that, during that
time, everyone she knew wore homemade or
hand-me-down clothing. When the soles of their
shoes wore out, they put cardboard inside, or cut
an old rubber inner tube to use as an insole. That
way, they didn’t wear holes in their stockings,
Anderson said.

She attended country school district 46. At
that time, the school was state of the art, with
indoor toilets, a basement, and a furnace. It was
about a half mile from where she lived. In the
winter, she sometimes rode sleigh runners for
double purposes — for one, it made her trip
quicker, and for another, it was a lot more fun.
When it came time for high school, she attended
at Waseca, graduating in 1941. As a young
adult, she worked at her parents’ grocery store.

She’s lived with some ironies — the fact that
her husband Leonard was also an Anderson —
yes, even spelled the same. On top of it, he
began by attempting to court Lois’s younger
sister, who didn’t want anything to do with him
since they shared the same last name. Lois de-
cided she would give Leonard a chance. She
says she was glad about her choice, since the
two of them “really hit it off.”

She remembers their first date was a silent
movie. In the two years Lois and Leonard dated,
they also often went to the roller-skating rink.
Both before and after marrying, she remembers
they often went dancing together at the Kato
Ballroom near Mankato. Among their favorites
were waltzes and polkas.

“We did a lot of that,” Anderson said.

After marrying on November 17, 1944, the
couple rented a farm for a while. In 1950, they
moved to Waseca, making their home and rais-
ing their family there. Her father, Helmer, even-
tually sold his grocery store to Lois and
Leonard.

Fortunately for Leonard, he never had to
leave his family behind to serve in World War
IL; although he took the physical examination
that would have begun the process of joining the
military. The war ended before he was drafted.

brated birthday

in February

3

Lois Anderson, 100, holds some of the hand-crocheted snowmen which she enjoys
making as a pastime. The centenarian has lived a busy, varied life which has included

residences in New Richland, Otisco, and Waseca.

It was about the same time they had their first
child, Bert. They went on to have two other chil-
dren, Cathy, who came next, and Judy, the
youngest. Lois expressed she would gladly have
had even more children — “enough for a baseball
team” — but Leonard was diagnosed with polio.

He spent over a year in a hospital in the Twin
Cities: The polio spread from his right arm,
through his stomach, and into his left leg. Lois
said Leonard had a hard time getting up from
sitting.

“He had to really push himself,” she remem-
bered.

“He was right-handed, so he couldn’t move
his arm to write,” Lois’s daughter Judy remem-
bered. “He used his left hand to move his right
hand around and write with a pen.”

Judy observed Leonard got around pretty well
for most of the years of his life; she doesn’t re-
member him spending time feeling sorry for
himself.

“He could walk,” Judy said. “[A doctor] told
him he wouldn’t walk without the use of a cane,
but he did, for years. It was only the last year he
was in a wheelchair.”

He was also able to get a driver's license
under the condition he kept certain equipment
in his vehicle. For one thing, he was required to
have a handle on his steering wheel, since he
could only drive with one arm. He was also re-
quired to have an easily accessible emergency
brake in case he needed it. But, according to
Judy, Leonard seldom used the equipment.

Lois also didn’t allow misfortunes to hold her
back, even when her grocery store burned down
while Leonard was still in the hospital and Judy
was just two months old.

After Leonard returned home, he took care of
the children while Lois got a job; the couple also
received some support from a government pro-
gram. Judy mentioned she remembered Lois
working all day, then coming home to sew
clothes for her and her siblings.

“It made me stronger, I guess,” was all Lois
said about the circumstances. “Somebody told
me once I had a hard life; I told them I didn’t
think so. It was all just something I had to do
and I did it.”

Eventually, the state set Leonard up with a
popcorn wagon, which he and the children used
to earn income. The family owned it from 1951
to 1971 before he sold it to someone in Water-
ville. In turn, that person sold it to a museum in
Mason City, lowa.

For the 20 years he operated his popcorn busi-
ness, Leonard typically used it during the
Waseca County fair. Judy said he ended up
buying a second popcorn wagon which also had
a cotton candy machine she and her siblings
usually ran. She also remembered her mother
was in charge of and made caramel corn and
caramel apples sometimes.

Leonard also took the popcorn wagon to spe-
cial events in the region, including at the Steele

Photo by Rachael Jaeger
County fairgrounds in Owatonna and Kolacky
Days in Montgomery. When it wasn’t at fairs,
Judy recalled that she and her siblings or cous-
ins ran the second popcorn wagon at Clear Lake
Park, which often stayed open until ten at night.

Judy remembers that Lois and Leonard pur-
chased a home when she was six years old; the
house had an apartment which they rented out
for additional income. The money helped them
pay off the house, and even eventually purchase
a cabin on French Lake near Faribault.

Before Leonard died, he and Lois enjoyed
spending time at their cabin with their six grand-
children and nine great-grandkids. They fished,
rode on their pontoon, spent time in the water,
and had bonfires once in a while. They would
also often have fireworks on the Fourth of July.
Judy mentioned there was a tire swing the kids
liked to play on.

Lois was 92 before taking up residence in
Colony Court; despite the move she continued
to be very independent. She would travel to Ari-
zona to see her sister each winter and stay
through the coldest part of the Minnesota year.
For a while, she even owned a condominium in
Coolidge, near Casa Grande.

Yet another irony in Lois’s life was having al-
ways taken precautions against falling on ice;
yet, while traveling at age 89, she broke her hip
while playing shuffleboard. Another major in-
jury occurred when she fell in the bathroom, hit
her head, and realized she was bleeding badly.
She held a towel against the wound and called
a friend to tell her about the incident. After
hanging up, she says, she realized she should
call 911.

“The EMTs told her that if she wouldn’t have
put anything over her head, she would’ve died,”
Judy added.

In the fairly recent past, Lois woke up without
any feeling in her left leg, then discovered she
couldn’t get up no matter how hard she tried.
She was sent to Rochester, but was walking
again the next day. Mayo Clinic kept her for
three days before sending her home.

Up until then, Lois would travel and visit
family in California, Florida, and Washington.

She entertains herself playing card games like
hearts or spider solitaire, two of her favorites,
on an iPad. Among other pastimes she enjoys
are word games, knitting a family of snowmen
for her grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
and crocheting afghans which she has donated
to her local church. She makes sure to use the
Colony Court exercise room and take walks at
least twice a week.

Lois still strives to have as much of a social
life as possible. Bert calls her just about every
day, Judy shared. When Judy visits Lois, she
takes her mom out to eat at Burger King where
she enjoys the chicken nuggets. Lois also has a
social media account where she keeps in touch
with family members and friends.

Got news? ¢ 463-8112
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David L. Casper

Dave Casper, age 73, of West St.
Paul, MN passed away on March
23, 2024. He was born on August
8, 1950 in Waseca, Minnesota and
grew up on the family farm in New
Richland, MN. He was son to Earl
and Mildred (Thiel) Casper and
Ruth (Spaag) Casper. He graduated
from NRHEG High School in New
Richland, Minnesota and received
his Bachelor’s in Education from
Mankato State University.

After school he roofed, traveled,
built decks, traveled some more,
then settled in Rosemount, teach-
ing 6th grade. He enjoyed teach-
ing, but his passion was fixing up
and flipping homes. He had a tal-
ent for seeing the potential and re-
storing foreclosed properties.
Through time and hard work, he
could smooth out the rough edges
and transform a fixer upper into a
beautiful family home. It was his
gift.

Dave loved all sorts of outdoor
activities, including biking, canoe-
ing in the Boundary Waters, hik-
ing, skiing and running. All who
knew him can attest that Dave en-
joyed visiting with friends and a
good story.

In both his personal life and his
work life, he had a helping spirit.
He was always lending a hand with
someone’s home project and sug-
gesting plans for the future. Dave
always had big plans.

Dave leaves behind a wife, Dan-
nette (Friedriechsen) Casper, son,

David Casper

Matthew Casper, daughter in law,
Erin (Rogers) Casper; his brothers
Dale Casper and Dwight Casper;
Dwight’s wife Gay Casper, along
with his nieces and nephews,
Kevin, Kari, Katie, Laura, and
their families; as well as tons of
loving friends.

Dave is preceded in death by
Earl and Mildred (Thiel) Casper,
Ruth (Spaag) Casper and Liz
Casper.

Dave was caring and helping
and will be missed by all.

Memorial Service will be held at
12 noon Saturday, April 13th at
Klecatsky & Sons West Chapel,
1051 So. Robert St., West St. Paul.
There will be a gathering of family
& friends two hours prior to the
service.

m Utpadel

from Page 1

the Snowy River Band, but was
there on some of the night’s when
a younger Utpadel was being
taught his way around on a guitar’s
strings.

As for his own skills as a musi-
cian, Utpadel indicates that using
them for the good of others just
makes sense, since it was the sup-
port and encouragement of family
members, teachers and community
members which helped him ac-
quire and build them. As he and his
siblings grew up on a farm south of
Ellendale, he remembers his uncle
teaching him to play guitar, the
music instructors at school offering
encouragement even from the time
he was in elementary school, and
his grandmother advising him,
“You’ve been given a gift. Don’t
mess it up.”

His musical career, he says, has
“never been about money, any-
way.” The chance to perform with
other musicians, to combine their
mutual skills to create something
that brings them satisfaction and
pleasure for the audience, “is more
of a blessing than anything.”

On nights when he performs
alone, Utpadel says he arrives at
the venue about an hour ahead of
schedule. He sets up a banner
which lets people know their tips
are being given to a cause, and
being matched. “People appreciate

that,” he observes. “It means that,
when they put one dollar in the
can, it’s almost as if they 're putting
in two.”

Utpadel’s usual performance
times are from 6 to 8 p.m. He says
he plays and sings “straight
through,” with no break. He typi-
cally includes older, traditional
country songs, but also plays bal-
lads and occasional gospel
numbers. He says he gladly plays
requests when he can find the
needed music on electronic
sources, and invites others to sing
along or simply sing while he ac-
companies them. When children
are part of the audience, he glee-
fully announces, “Okay, it’s time
for the Grandpa Song!” He says
young children take particular
pleasure in “Baby Shark.”

“I try to play something for ev-
eryone, so every night is different,”
he observes. “I try to include a lit-
tle humor, maybe a few jokes. I
pick on the help, I encourage chil-
dren to go invite their grandmoth-
ers to dance.

“I like being around people. I
like people. I hate to see anyone
hurting. That’s why I wanted to
start Musicians Against Cancer.”

Utpadel recommends that
anyone interested in finding out
more about Musicians Against
Cancer, or about the Blooming
Prairie Cancer Fund can find out
more on Facebook. He will be per-
forming at the Geneva Bar from 6
to 8 p.m. on Friday, April 5.

Paul Donovan

PAUL MARK DONOVAN, age
71, of New Richland passed away
the evening of Monday, March 18,
2024 at Mayo Clinic Health System
in Rochester.

Born on September 21, 1952 in
Colorado Springs, CO, he was the
son of Willis and Winefred (Gravitt)
Donovan. He attended Titusville
High School. He enlisted in the US
Army and Marines on February 8§,
1970 where he served in the Vietnam
War. He was honorably discharged.
He was united in marriage to Lynn
Nelson on October 22, 1974 in Titus-
ville, FL. They later divorced.

Following his military career, Paul
worked in the construction field as a

sandblaster. He went to work as a
service manager for a Chrysler deal-
ership. After he moved to Minnesota,
Paul worked for Ford Motor in
Mankato as a service advisor until
his health declined. In his free time,
Paul enjoyed watching WWE wres-
tling. He had an impressive collec-
tion of hand-blown glass and a
special cat, Rosco. He was able to
fulfill one of his lifelong dreams of
visiting the John Wayne Museum a
few years ago. He will be dearly
missed.

Paul is survived by his children,
Jay Donovan of New Richland, Paul
(Liz) Donovan of Mankato, Chris-
topher (Stacy) Donovan of Waseca;
grandchildren, Brandon Williams-

Donovan, Jaden Donovan, Cody Do-
novan, Caylee Donovan, Conner Do-
novan, Trinoty Donovan, Mayson
Donovan, Andrew Donovan, Jayde
Donovan, Makya Donovan; great-
granddaughter, Juno Donovan;
brother, Robert Donovan of Florida;
sister-in-law, Cindy (Paul) Pfanne-
becker of Waseca; close friend, Chad
Edwards of Northern Minnesota.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Willis and Winefred Dono-
van; step-mother, Jeanette Donovan;
and brother, Timothy Donovan.

A private family graveside service
will be at Fort Snelling National
Cemetery. A celebration of Paul’s life
will take place at a later date. dsof-
uneral.com

Paul Donovan

A Twins fan with a long memory

As I am writing this column for
April 4th, a light bulb just went off
in my head. April 4th is the home
opener of the Minnesota Twins Base-
ball Team.

As per other baseball seasons, the
Twins will once again be sponsoring
“Lutheran Night at the Twins.” The
date is August 13, 2024. F.R.O.G.
(Fully Rely on God) of Central Free-
born Lutheran Church rural Albert
Lea will be taking a bus departing
from Albert Lea. Watch for details
later in June as to departure time,
cost, seating, etc.

My being a Twins fan goes back to
when it was announced the Twins
were moving the franchise from
Washington D.C. to Minneapolis,
Minnesota in 1961.

I was a student in college at the
time in the Master's Degree program.
The instructor walks into class and
announces, “Each one of you will
submit a paper on a business of your
choosing as to how that business is
helping the great state of Minnesota.
If you don't submit the paper, you're
out of the program.” My reaction
was, “I'm a veteran going to school
under the G.I. Bill, you don't have to
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“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

power to remove me from the pro-
gram.”

I thought about the power of the
instructor and decided I'd better sub-
mit the paper. [ knew the Twins were
coming to Minnesota, so after class I
asked if a paper on a business com-
ing to Minnesota would be OK. He
asked what business I had in mind? I
replied “The Twins.” His reply was
“Excellent choice. I've got some pull
and I'll get you invited to some of
their pre-planning meetings held at
the Thunder Bird Hotel on 194.”

And so the college instructor got
me invited to some of the pre-plan-
ning meetings.

The meeting that I remember the
best was about the uniform all the
players would wear. About six caps

were passed around and all those
present were to comment on the
color, style and wording that said MT
for Minnesota Twins. The comments
were very good until one person let
out a few choice words as he ex-
plained the players would be the
laughing stock of all the league as
MT would be referred to as “empty.”
At that point it was unanimously
agreed “TC” would be the cap ini-
tials!!

I did the paper, turned it in, got it
back with a big hand written A+ as
the grade followed by: “With a little
help.”

P.S. An interesting thing I learned
was: Minnesota taxed the players of
the visiting team to Minnesota and
collected money up front as taxable

income earned in Minnesota!!

In looking at April Fool's goodies
over the past 10 years, two of my fa-
vorites are: 1 The toilet paper com-
pany Cottonelle advertised a toilet
paper for lefties only in 2015. 2
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines unveiled
a “Recline Alert System,” saying
we've developed a sound effect that
notifies passengers when the section
in front of them reclines!!

March has been a month of deaths
of people I knew here on earth. A fel-
low Lion member, a church member,
a fellow AAL agent, my 51 year old
nephew. “May they dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.”

All of the services were excellent
with Pastor Matthew Lehman of
Lion Lutheran Church in Albert Lea
doing an exceptional service in
bringing the five granddaughters into
the service for their grandpa.

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children,
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it,
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There
is always room for God.

m Gordinier
from Page 1
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day.”

Once in a while, however, he said
he was able to go on a “fun call.”
While in Rushford, he had the oppor-
tunity to help with the delivery of
two babies. He explained that in
emergency services, he has what
they call “two stork wings.” During
both births, he said that he felt pan-
icked, but everyone got through it.

Gordinier said that there are not a
lot of volunteer EMTs in Geneva
right now.

“It’s a big commitment,” he said.
“That’s why we’re having a hard
time getting volunteers. We’re down
to like six crew members right now.”

Gordinier describes the people he
works with as “a really good crew,”
and appreciates how they are able to
do their work well even with limited
staff.

Gordinier said he hopes more
young people get involved in emer-
gency services.

“Right now, we’ve got one young
person, he’s a senior in high school.
He’s doing the training right now,”
he said. The EMS crew try to take
prospective EMTs on ride-alongs to
see if it is something they are able
and willing to do.

“People... think they can do it, and
then you get on these codes or some
of these full cardiac arrests and you
get done and you go, ‘I don’t want
any more of this,”” Gordinier said.

His advice to people interested in
becoming a first responder is to make
sure that they can handle the situ-
ations and be able to make them-
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selves available. He plans to retire
from emergency services in 2025.

Not only does Gordinier have dec-
ades of experience as an EMT, he
also has about an equal amount of
experience as a referee for youth
sports. He has officiated basketball
and baseball games for 40 years,
being a certified referee for 37 of
those years. Currently he works to
fill in for other referees if they are
unable to come to a game.

Similar to his job as an EMT, it is
difficult to get people to volunteer
their time to be a referee and umpire,
so Gordinier normally has a lot of
work. His usual games are seventh
and eighth grade and junior varsity in
Albert Lea.

Gordinier said his favorite part
about being a referee is the relation-
ships he built with coaches in the
area. He also enjoys seeing students
go from novices in their sport to ac-

complished athletes as they get older.
He has no intention of retiring from
this role any time soon.

“As long as I can still feel good
and get up and down on the floor and
stuff, I want to keep going as long as
I can,” he said.

When not working as an EMT or
ref, Gordinier enjoys spending time
with his family and doing outdoor
hobbies. He has two adult daughters
who live in Geneva and three other
grown children, a son and two more
daughters, who live out of town.
Gordinier enjoys hunting deer and
turkeys. He also enjoys fishing, both
on the water and on the ice when he
is able to. He has a boat and con-
siders himself an avid trout fisher-
man. His favorite spots in the area
are Beaver Lake, St. Olaf Lake and
Roberts Lake.

“We can cross this bridge together”
bayviewfuneral@gmail.com
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Distinguished Service

Mark Domeier

s lo; yofur years of service in
)port of the activites programs of
NRHEG High School

March 26, 2024 (2%

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mark Domeier, a longtime teacher at NRHEG, was recog-
nized with a Distinguished Service Award from the Minnesota
Interscholastic Activities Administrators Association
(MNIAA). He was presented the award during a recent annual
conference of Activities directors from across the state.
Above, Domeier is pictured with Stork, and also with his wife
of 26 years (in October) Michelle.

Below, is the speech Dan Stork prepared, recognizing Do-
meier for his award, at the reception.

“For the past 28 years | have been fortunate enough to work
alongside Mark Domeier. Mark has been teaching English in
the NRHEG district for those 28 years.

Having grown up in New Ulm, Mark was involved in ath-
letics and activities from a young age. | think his love for
sports has only grown stronger over the years. Mark has
done so much for not only the students of NRHEG, but for so
many throughout southern Minnesota. Mark coached girls
basketball and baseball at NRHEG, as well as baseball for the
Quad Cities Baseball club in New Richland. He has an-
nounced basically anything and everything that requires it at
NRHEG. Everything from football, volleyball, basketball,
wrestling, softball, baseball, track and field as well as Pep-
fests, assemblies..you name it, if there was a microphone
Mark is the man. Not only is he the voice of the Panthers, but
he has also called games with Owatonna Live for the Huskies,
Tigers and Blossoms.

As if this doesn’t keep him busy enough, he also officiates
all of our lower level football, basketball, baseball and softball
games when he isn’t announcing. He was a varsity baseball
umpire for several years as well. He has even officiated JH
VB for us in the past! He literally finishes officiating a C squad
game and sits down at the table and announces the basket-
ball games both in the gym, as well as on our live stream.

He has served as the Band Booster Treasurer as well as a
negotiator for our local teachers union. Mark has pretty much
done everything that needs to be done. Michelle, Mark's wife,
is with us today. Thank you for joining us, Michelle, and |
apologize for spending more time with your husband than
you do!

Mark’s selfless dedication to the NRHEG district and the
students of southern Minnesota is truly remarkable. Did |
mention he plays the piano and sings every Sunday at mass
as well? Mark, | can’t thank you enough for everything over
the years. We are all so very lucky to have someone like your-
self give so much and ask for so little. Thank you so much,
Mark.”

HERITAGE BITS

/N

Compiled by BRENDA DOKKEN (4/4/24)
Gahagan Woods

This is a school outing in the early 1940's. It is taken at Gahagen Woods, which was across the tracks to the West from the Ellendale

Lagoon and brush-burning site. At one time Mr. Gahagen lived in town on 4th Street and had some horses which he used for mail

delivery, and maybe some cows, that he pastured in this woods. On the left are two teachers, Miss Elizabeth Reinke and Miss Olive

Esping, students Betty Thompson, Elain Wayne, Ludell Beavers. Any corrections please contact Barb Mrotz at 507-688-2657 or

Brenda Dokken at 507-402-0336. 4/4/24

A top-down explanation of increased ag property taxes

By Waseca County Commis-
sioner Doug Christopherson

I mentioned to Eli a while back
that I was considering periodically
writing an article in his paper to let
our residents know what is happen-
ing at the County level. He was in
favor of this idea, so here I am! For
my first effort, I figured what better
topic to cover then the historic move
in Ag land assessed values? In the
next few paragraphs, [ will try to ad-
dress some frequently asked ques-
tions and misconceptions from a
high level. The complexity of some
of these laws has a tendency to create
as many questions as I could answer,
so my hope is not to add further con-
fusion.

2024 Ag land saw, in general,
nearly a 50% increase. This is largely
due to significantly higher sale prices
of property that were sold between
October 2021 and September 2022.
The sales data that is collected in the
above time period is aggregated by
the State of Minnesota, and then is
used to calculate a sales ratio for our
county area. Very simply put, a sales
ratio simply compares what the
County appraises property values as
compared to what they sell at in the
private market. For example, the
County was appraising tillable acres
at $7,200 per acre in the date range
mentioned above. When this com-
pares to several sales that exceeded
$13,000 per acre, this generates a
sales ratio around 55%. This is im-
portant because the State of Minne-
sota requires a sales ratio to fall
between 90% and 105% for the
County to be in compliance. When
the private market experiences sig-
nificant increases in sale prices in a

short period of time, it will often
clash with what the County has
maintained for their appraisals. This
is of particular interest because in a
fast-moving market, values and sale
prices could start to go down and the
County may not realize that down-
turn for two years. This is a result of
how the law is written.

I cannot stress enough that the
Commissioners have very little con-
trol over property values. It is prima-
rily dictated by State regulations. The
Commissioners can make small ad-
justments when warranted, such as
when there is not a representative
sample of sales in the County for the
State to be able to determine a sales
ratio or an administrative error has
been made. This must be done
through a process called the County
Board of Appeal and Equalization —
a meeting that is held every June.
This is, in my opinion, the proper
way to have checks and balances
built into the tax system. If too much
control was given to the Commis-
sioners in setting land values, it could
lead to some concerning practices ac-
ross the State. Primarily, because the
Commissioners are in control of
what the property tax levy is that is
certified. If values were able to be
manipulated at the local level, it
could create a conflict of interest
with how the levy is spread to land-
owners.

As mentioned, what the Commis-
sioners do have control over is the
overall budget of the county. We set
the dollar amount or levy that we
need to collect to run the county for
that particular year. Over the past
four years, we have been able to hold
our levy increases to 2% or less. This
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past year our levy increase was only
0.5% , the 3rd lowest in the State.
Our levy in 2023 was $17,744,110
and in 2024 it is $17,832,831 — an
$88,721 increase. So you are prob-
ably saying, “That can’t be right.
Then why did my taxes go up so
much?” There are a couple of rea-
sons for this, the biggest factor is the
valuation difference between Ag,
Residential, Commercial, and Indus-
trial. While Ag values went up by ap-
proximately 50%, the other three
property types increased anywhere
from 0% - 15%. This shifted the bur-
den of the property tax over to the Ag
sector by 35% - 50% in some cases.
For the majority of residential
owners, they will be able to enjoy a
decrease in their County property
taxes in 2024. This is a much-needed
relief because, for the past several
years, residential owners have been
taking more of the burden when Ag
values were fairly stagnated. The
other factor that could cause an in-
crease in your overall property tax

bill is your homestead exclusion.
With the large increase in property
values in recent years, legislation has
not kept up with the market and has
resulted in your exemption to phase
out quicker. We will see some relief
in 2025 when the State will increase
the dollar amount of your exclusion
for both Ag and Residential property
types.

My goal in this article was to
hopefully give people a better under-
standing of the ebbs and flows of
property tax and how the burden can
shift from one property type to
another depending on market values
— even with very little shift in the
levy. If you have further questions or
other concerns, I welcome your call
at 507-456-3927.

Doug Christopherson is the Dis-
trict 1 elected representative to the
Waseca County Board of Commis-
sioners. District 1 covers rural res-
idents living in Alton, Freedom,
Byron, New Richland, Otisco, and
Vivian townships.

You are cordially invited to the 2024
Annual Meeting of Bayview/Freeborn
Funeral & Cremation Services for the

85th year in business

Saturday, April 27, 2024
@ 10:30 am (doors open at 10:00 am)

Bayview/Freeborn Funeral Home
1415 Hwy. 13 N., Albert Lea for
the following purpose:

1) To hear the report of officers

2) To elect Directors

3) To transact such other business as
may legally come before said meeting

PUBLIC INVITED

Please join us for a brief meeting,
lunch and fellowship.
RSVP appreciated but not required by
calling 507-373-4330 or email
bayviewfuneral@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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George Wichmann, John Jurgensen,
Pat Dillavou, David Thunstedt,
Duane Troe, John Chrz, Norm Fredin,
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ALL-CONFERENCE

GOPHER CONFERENCE
BOY’S BASKETBALL
2023-24 Player of the Year: Gabe
Hein, 12, Blooming Prairie. Led
Blooming Prairie to a 14-1 record in the
Gopher Conference and the East
Division title. Blooming Prairie also
won the Gopher Conference champi-
onship game, defeating JWP 61-59. The
Blossoms finished the season 28-3 over-
all, losing in the section championship to
Goodhue. He led the Gopher Conference
in points per game at 22.7 during con-
ference games (22.3 overall). He scored
a school-record 49 points against Lyle-
Pacelli in the season opener, but this
record would later be broken by his twin
brother Zack. He finished his career with
over 1,000 points and during his senior
season and broke the school record for
most points in a season (690). Gabe is
undecided at this time about his college
plans.
1st Team All-Conference
Jonathan Stanke 12 USC; Pierce
Petersohn 10 Triton; Brady Kittelson 11
BP; Memphis James 12 JWP; Colton
Steberg 12 Kenyon-Wanamingo
2nd Team All-Conference
Hudson Dillon 12 Bethlehem
Academy; Wyatt Birr 11 Maple River;
Daxter Lee 12 NRHEG; Zach Mason
12 Kenyon-Wanamingo; Zack Hein 12
BP; Jayce Leonardo 12 Triton
3rd Team All-Conference
Daulton Bauer 10 JWP; Gavin Brown
11 WEM; Talen Taylor 10 WEM; Cole
Davis 9 Maple River; Colton Ford 10
Randolph; Ryan Kronbach 12 JWP
Honorable Mention
Hunter Kriesel 11 Randolph; Aaron
Huerta 12 Bethlehem Academy; Aaron
Pawlitschek 12 Maple River; Rylan
Nelsen 9 Hayfield; Cole Schlueter 12
JWP; Gabe Staloch 9 Blooming Prairie;
Caleb Quast 10 JWP; Redzel Priebe 12
WEM; Kaeden Ellingson 12 Triton
Sportsmanship Recipients
Willie  Potter 12 Bethlehem
Academy; Tyler Forystek 12 Blooming
Prairie; Isaac Fjerstad 12 Hayfield;
Carter Miller 12 JWP; RJ Hodgman 12
Kenyon-Wanamingo; Zach Trio 10
Maple River; Cain Johannes 11
Medford; Jared Lee 10 NRHEG;
Carson Lorenzen 10 Randolph; Graham
Christianson 12 Triton; Brennan
Anderson 12 USC; Luke Michaels 12
WEM

GOPHER CONFERENCE
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
2023-24 Player of the Year: Natalie
Beaver 12 Hayfield. Natalie had a great
senior season as she led Hayfield with
17.4 points and 7.6 rebounds per game.
Natalie was a mismatch nightmare for
opponents. Standing 5-foot-11 she could
score inside, off the dribble, or from
deep 3-point land. Her shooting percent-
age was phenomenal as she shot 37.9%
on 3-pointers, 62.3% on 2-pointers, and
85.9% at the free-throw line. Natalie will
continue her basketball career at Luther
College.
2023-24 All-Conference Team
Claire McGregor 12 Maple River;
Kristen Watson 12 Hayfield; Lexi
Thomas 12 Maple River; Emily
Coonrod 12 Randolph; Shawntee
Snyder 12 Blooming Prairie; Alayna
Atherton 12 WEM; Claire Bohlen 12
WEM; Chelsea Christopherson 12
Hayfield; Gabby Molina 12 Triton;
Macy Lembke 12 Blooming Prairie;
Carmen  Nerison 11 Kenyon-
Wanamingo; Camryn VanMaldeghem
10 NRHEG; Katie Olson 10 JWP;
Nevaeh Weimert 10 JWP; Quinn
VanMaldeghem 10 NRHEG; Olivia
Bungum 9 USC; Reagan Essig 9 Triton
Honorable Mention
Anna Cohen 11 Bethlehem Academy
Faith Nielsen 12 NRHEG; Josie Flom
12 Kenyon-Wanamingo; Allie Gillette
10 Randolph; Lilly Beyer 12 Hayfield;
Kylie LaFrance 12 WEM; Hallie
Schultz 12 NRHEG:; Ivette Mendoza 12
Kenyon-Wanamingo; Krystal Ulrich 12
Maple River
Sportsmanship Recipients
Brooklyn Becker 11 Bethlehem
Academy; Hailry Schumacher 12
Blooming Prairie; Carly Nelson 12
Hayfield; Lilly Strauss 11 JWP; Rachel
Ryan 12 Kenyon-Wanamingo; Kelsey
Jaeger 11 Maple River; Hope Nielsen
12 NRHEG; Julia Splichal 12
Randolph; Ella Thomas 12 Triton;
Addison Mithun 11 USC; Kylie
LaFrance 12 WEM

Gopher Conference Wrestling

2023-24 Wrestler of the Year: Will
VanEpps, Kenyon-Wanamingo. Van
Epps wrestled 215 this year and was a
state champion with a record of 44-2 and
a career record of 120-28. He also beat
the state champion at 285. He was a two-
time state entrant, placing fifth last year.
He was recognized as the Triple A award
winner in Region 1. Will is an all-around
great student and athlete. He was also
the starting quarterback and set many
records. He will be continuing his base-
ball career at Mankato State next year.
He will maybe go down as one of the
best athletes in KW history.

All-Conference Team

Liam Sommer 8 KW Gavin Johnson
12 KW; Ryan Lacanne 10 KW; Reed
Sommer 11 KW; Kaden Harfman 11
Medford; Evan  Schweisthal 12
Medford; Tommy Elwood 11 Medford;
Byron Getchell 11 Maple River/USC;
Braxton Simon 12 Maple River/USC;
George Roesler 12 NRHEG; Austan
Adreon 12 Triton; Keegan Kuball 11
WEM/JWP; Gavin  Krause 12
WEM/JWP; Carson  Petry 11
WEM/JWP; Bo Zwiener 11 Westfield

Honorable Mention

Kiefer Olson 12 KW; Bryan Jacobson
10 KW; Dillon Bartel 12 KW; Mason
DeGrood 12 Medford; Luis Lopez 12
Medford; Noah Gonzalez 9 Maple
River/USC; Hunter Garness 10 Triton;
Alex Lea 11 Westfield

Sportsmanship Recipients

Bryan Jacobson 10 KW; Kolt
Bullerman 10 Maple River/USC; Mason
DeGrood 11 Medford; Reese Routh 12
NRHEG:; John Moenning 12 Triton;
Avery Fall 11 WEM/JWP; Derek Miner
8 Westfield

New coach leads
softball Panthers

NRHEG grad Camerer takes over

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

A new head coach takes over for
the NRHEG softball team this
spring and, like her Panther counter-
part in baseball, she's no stranger to
the system.

NRHEG  graduate  Kayley
Camerer, who not long ago was hit-
ting home runs for the Panthers, is
now in charge of the program,
assisted by 18th-year coach Nate
Jensen and third-year coach Cloie
Arndt, another former Panther.

Last year's squad, the final season
for longtime NRHEG coach Wendy
Schultz, finished 9-8 overall and 6-6
for fifth in the Gopher Conference.
They lost their sub-section opener.

The Panthers graduated three
players off that squad in Sydney
Schultz, Bree Ihrke and Trinity
Smith-Vulcan.

Schultz, daughter of Wendy
Schultz, was all-conference, all-sec-
tion and honorable mention all-state.
She and Ihrke were the captains.

Plenty of players return including
seniors Payton Bunn (OF), Faith
Nielsen (P/IF), Preslie Nielsen (IF),
Erin Peterson (utility), Tayler
Schmidt (IF) and Isabel Stadheim
(OF), juniors Aryana Howe (U) and
Aspyn Stenzel (IF), sophomores
Kyera Eustice (OF), Adalyn
Stadheim (C/IF), Chloe Stork (U),
Tatum Thibodeau (U), Sam Possin
(U) and Claire Robran (OF), and

"We hope 1o
keep improving
and be playing
our best softball
around playoff

fime.”
— Kayley Camerer

freshmen infielders Olivia Berg,
Izley Boerner and Faith Phillips.

Coach Camerer expects a big sea-
son from the Panthers' sister
tandems, Faith and Preslie Nielsen
and Izzy and Addy Stadheim.
Peterson or Berg could also have a
breakthrough season.

"We hope to keep improving and
getting better throughout the entire
season, and be playing our best soft-
ball around playoff time," said
Camerer. "Our team strengths
include being hard workers with a
great team chemistry, great atti-
tudes, and our speed. One thing we
need to work on is getting experi-
ence and growing confidence levels
for players who are stepping into
starting varsity spots."

Returning state entrants Randolph
and Bethlehem Academy are the
preseason favorites in the Gopher
Conference.

RETURNEES — Returning letterwinners for the NRHEG High School softball team are, from left,

Aryanna Howe, Faith Nielsen, Isabel Stadheim, Adalyn Stadheim and Preslie Nielsen.

The top teams in Section 2A,
according to Camerer, are New
Ulm, Belle Plaine and returning
state entrant LeSueur-Henderson.

NRHEG 2024 Softball Schedule
April 2 at Blue Earth Area, 5 p.m.
April 4 at Randolph, 4:30
April 5 at Austin Packer Dome, 7 p.m.
April 8 vs. Southland, 4:30
April 11 at United South Central, 4:30
April 12 vs. Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 15 at Granada-H-EC/ML, 4:30
April 18 vs. Bethlehem Academy, 4:30
April 19 vs. Waseca, 4:30
April 22 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 25 vs. Hayfield, 4:30
April 26 at Caswell Park, TBD
April 27 at Caswell Park, TBD
April 29 at JWP, 4:30
May 2 vs. Kenyon-Wanamingo, 4:30
May 7 vs. United South Central, 4:30
May 9 at Maple River, 4:30
May 10 vs. Tri-City United, 4:30
May 13 vs. Medford, 4:30

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens
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COACHES — Coaches for the NRHEG High School softball
team are, from left, Cloie Arndt, Kayley Camerer and Nate
Jensen. Arndt and Kammerer are former Panthers.
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2024 PANTHERS — As of now, here’s the 2024 NRHEG High School baseball team. Front from left: Isaac Bauleke, Wyatt Larson, Jordan Brouwers, Deven Parpart
and Jared Lee. Middle row: coach Shawn Larson, Brock Ziemke, Seth Staloch and Jace lhrke, Alden Dobberstein, Carter Martens, Aiden Hanna and coach Marcus
Fischer. Back: Shane Service, Ryan Schlaak, A.J. Deer, Khaiden Madison, Cameron Christopher, Fynn Baumann and Brooks Gilliland.

Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens

New coach for NRHEG baseball, but he’s no stranger

Wrestling coach Shawn Larson takes over; Reese returns to team as assistant

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

A new head coach is in place for
the NRHEG High School baseball
team in 2024, but he's no stranger to
the Panthers.

Shawn Larson, longtime assistant
baseball coach and the varsity
wrestling coach, will lead NRHEG
on the diamond last spring.

While the Panthers have no
seniors on their roster, a number of
key players are back from last
spring's team that finished 10-2 for
second in the Gopher Conference
and 11-5 overall.

Larson looks for good things from
juniors Alden Dobberstein
(P/SS/2B), Carter Martens (P/3B)

"We have the potential fo be com-
petitive in both the section and con-

ference.”

— Head coach Shawn Larson

and Jace Ihrke (P/C), and sopho-
more Jared Lee (P/1B/OF).

The other juniors are Aaden
Hanna (P/OF), Mayson Patten (3B),
Aidan Schlaak (P/IF), Seth Staloch
(SS/2B) and Brock Ziemke (1B).

Varsity sophomores includ Isaac
Bauleke (OF), Jordan Brouwers
(OF/3B, Wyatt Larson (P/C/3B),
Deven Parpart (P/IF/OF) and Owen

Wayne (P/2B/SS).

"It is unkown at this time if we
will be using any freshmen," said
Coach Larson. "Alden Dobberstein,
Carter Martens, Jace Ihrke and Jared
Lee are all varsity returning players
who we expect to stand out on our
team this season."

As for new player impact, Larson
looks forward to contributions from
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everyone.

"We have a cast of players that are
capable of good things," said
Larson. "Look for players like Aidan
Schlaak, Wyatt Larson, Owen
Wayne, Jordan Brouwers, and
Deven Parpart to have good seasons
and really help out the Panthers in
the 2024 season."

Larson looks for wide-open races
for both the Gopher Conference and
section championships, and he
believes the Panthers can contend.

"We have potential to be compet-
ing for both the section and confer-
ence title," said Larson. "Our section
has several teams that will be con-
tenders for the title. If I had to pick
a favorite, I would have to pick

THOMPSON
BODY SHOPR, UG

Certified Technicians
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(507) 465-8228

Mitch and Mike Thompson

New Richland, MN

Belle Plaine to be the top contender
for the section. Our conference is
extremely talented this season.
United South Central, Maple River,
Hayfield, Randolph, and Kenyon-
Wanamingo are all teams that can
win. Based of of last season, I would
say that USC is probably the presea-
son favorite."

Larson, who replaces Mark Lee as
head coach, will be assisted by first-
year coach Marcus Fischer and for-
mer NRHEG head coach Jeff Reese.

“We have a plan as a team to use
people in as many was as possible,
so being able to know every role and

Baseball continued on 8
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Ferber returns for 34th year
leading NRHEG track teams

After taking second, girls set sights on conference crown

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

During the last three-plus
decades, a lot of coaches have came
and gone for New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva athletic
teams. Except for one sport: track
and field.

Duey Ferber enters his 34th sea-
son at the helm of the program. He
remains as optimistic as ever, and he
has some good reasons for that opti-
mism with state entrants returning
for both the boys and girls.

The boys' team will be led by Will
Tuttle, who reached state in the 110-
meter high hurdles and 300 interme-
diate hurdles, placing seventh in the
highs. The Panthers' Most Valuable
award winner for track and field last
spring, Tuttle is one of three cap-
tains.

The other captains are Levin
Kitzer, voted Most Valuable in track
events last year, and Parker Bunn.

Also returning for the boys are
Harbor Cromwell, Charlie Fuller,
Devon Nelton, Wyatt Tuttle and
Brendan Schmidt.

Key athletes graduating off last
year's squad include Aidan Deyle,
Lucas Hanna, Makota Misgen,
Conner Nelson and Sawyer Prigge.
Hanna finished seventh in discus at
the state meet. Deyle was fourth in
the 110 high hurdles at section.

According to Coach Ferber, the
Panthers should have solid perform-
ers in most every event.

"We have some good athletes in
most areas," said Ferber. "We
should be strong in our hurdle
events and sprint relays. Our long
distance has some good younger
athletes as well as some upperclass-
men. Our jumps have some new ath-
letes to hopefully score some points.
We have most of our bases cov-

“"We have a lot of good hard working
kids that love to be out there compet-

ing and frying to get better.”
— NRHEG coach Duey Ferber

ered."

On the other side of the coin,
Ferber said, "We need more events
where we can score multiple peo-
ple."

Avoiding injury is crucial for the
Panthers.

"We need to keep everyone
healthy and able to compete in all
the meets," said Ferber. "We need to
work hard and get some of our new
members some experience in their
events."

Ferber, who guided the Panthers
to Gopher Conference champi-
onships in 2018 and 2019, said
Maple River returns some very
good athletes and are the preseason
conference favorites. He expects
Belle Plaine and Jordan to have
solid squads in Section 2A.

"We have a lot of good hard
working kids that love to be out
there competing and trying to get
better," summarized Ferber. "Our
upperclassmen do a good job of
showing the younger athletes how
to work hard to succeed."

So how did the Panthers’ captains
get into track:

“I was driving as a student driver
with Mr. Ferber,” said Tuttle. “Nine
hours that I rode with him, and he
convinced me to do it, and I never
looked back. He mentioned Brady
Agrimson’s name. When I was a
kid, oh my goodness I looked up to
that guy. That’s all he had so say and
I'was gung-ho about it because I

wanted to be like him.”

“One of the main this is it just
looked like a lot of fun,” said Kitzer.
“Everyone’s always real happy,
messing around and just having a
good time.”

Tuttle said he feels a little more
sponsibility as a senior

“What I'm focused on right now
is really just showing those kids
what they do through hard work,”
he said. “We want to set an example
by actually winning races, scoring
points and just setting an example
by the way we work. Yeah, sure we
joke around and have fun, but when
it comes down to it, we’re the hard-
est working people in the room, and
I will take that to the end of the year.

What do they think of Ferber’s
famous saying, “Track is every
other sports punishment?”’

“I think that can be true,” said
Bunn. “There’s a lot of work to put
in this sport if you want to put in, so
this sport is about what you really
want to put into it.”

Expected to lead the NRHEG
girls is another hurdler, Evelyn
Nydegger, who finishd 13th at state
in both the 100 highs and 300 inter-
mediates. Her teamates voted her
Most Valuable last spring. She's a
captain this year.

Another returning state perfomer
is Quinn VanMaldeghem, who had

Track continued on 8

TRACK AND FIELD BOYS— Returning letterwinners for the NRHEG boys’ track and field team
include, front from left: Brendan Schmidt, Jacob Karl, Harbor Cromwell, Owsen Bartlett and
Jaylin Raab. Back: Parker Bunn, Gaven Sletten, Will Tuttle and Levin Kitzer.

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

TRACK AND FIELD GIRLS— Returning letterwinners for the NRHEG girls’ track and field team
include, front from left: Quinn VanMaldeghem, Evelyn Nydegger, Holly Bartness, Chloe Riewer
and Paige Johnson. Back: Kylie Olson, Malonna Wilson, Anika Ladlie, Keira Lenort, Gabby
Schlaak, Sierra Misgen and Clara Buendorf.

NRHEG
golf teams
ready to
tee it up

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Not only is everybody back for
the NRHEG High School boys' golf
team, the Panthers have picked up a
player.

Senior Daxter Lee, who's played
baseball in the past but can't this
spring because of an injury, is out
for golf. His impact is yet to be
seen, but his presence gives the
Panthers one more varsity hopeful.

Carter Schlaak, Shane Hansen
and Tyler Kress lettered last year.

The rest of the roster includes
Jackson Chrz, Jaylin Raab and
Hudson Chrz.

The NRHEG boys finished 5-13
last season, taking sixth in the
Gopher Conference and 12th in the
sub-section tournament under
coach Brad Root, who's in his 35th
year at New Richland and 14th sea-
son as head golf coach.

"We had a good season last year
and the boys got some good experi-
ence, so we are pretty well set on
five varsity spots," said Root. "We
will again have small numbers on
the boys side, so someone may
emerge as a surprise to help us. We
did not have many JV meets last
year, so the non-varsity players did-
n’t get much meet experience last
year. The varsity boys have pretty
good golf skills, but need to work
on the mental side of the game,
consistency, and course mange-
ment."

The Gopher Conference favorite,
according to Root, is Hayfield. He
expects Waseca to lead the sub-sec-
tion.

Meela Budach is the lone
returnee for the NRHEG girls, who
had a fine season last year while
finishing second in the conference
and fifth at sub-section. The
Panthers were 20-2 for the season,
pushing Root's career mark to 141-
50 through 13 seasons.

Root is assisted for both boys
and girls by Kara Wilkenson, Kim

Golf continued on 8
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GOLF BOYS — The 2024 NRHEG High School boys’ golf team. Front from left: Shan Hansen,
Braydon Rollag, coach Kara Wilkenson, Daxter Lee and Matthew Williams. Back: Tyler Kress,
Carter Schlaak, Jackson Chrz, Hudson Chrz and coach Kim Berg. Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

GOLF GIRLS — The 2024 NRHEG High School girls’ golf team. Front from lefty: Elsie Schultz,
Olivia Wiikenson and Alexis Olson. Back: coach Kara Wilkenson, Hallie Schultz, Meela Budach
and Gabriella Nelton.

cheshllect-QuayPedice | Tnsurance from the Best!

[
WAGNER FO0DS v
w7

“Your Local Hometown Grocer” HOMPSON ¢ comnent

— ___ New Richland

| Wagn 4633717

AGENCY, INC. ﬂ

lationwide

TI'OY Thompson LUTCE

1330 W, Main, Albert Lea, MN
Ph: 507-377-2852 F: 507-377-3301

troythompsonagency.com

Mon.-Sat., 8:a.m. -8 p.m. Sunday.9.a:m.-5p.m.

Less Than Excited About
A Trip To The Dentist?

Relak. T¥s Main Sticet Dental. S’”’[ BMI
o — OF NEW RICHLAND

Main Street Dental Clinics Since 1898

BLOOMING PRAIRIE = (507) 583-2141 465'3218

405 East Main Street
MANKATO = (507) 720-0250

www.sbnr.biz
Member FDIC

287 St. Andrews Drive, Suite 100
Deposits Insured to $250,000

ROCHESTER « (507) 536-7700
3110 Wellner Drive NE

OWATONNA e« (507) 455-1000
1170 East Frontage Road

NEW RICHLAND e (507) 463-0502
132 North Broadway e

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

AROJACCOUNTING}

Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

AGRO-ECONORICS

. Mark pernard £,

Two locations to serve you A

217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
= (507) 4653707
121 3rd St. NE » New Richland, MN 56072

32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland
507-845-2763




8

Thursday, April 4,

2024

SP O

RTS

Star Eagle

m Baseball

from Page 6

help everybody else know every role
is very important, because we don’t
have a lot of guys,” said
Dobberstein. “We need multiple
people to do multiple things. I think
the most important thing is building
a family within the team.”

Lee, a sophomore, said he feels no
pressure this season, but the lack of
outside practice could be a challenge
for the Panthers.

“We haven’t had a lot of outside
time, so if we can get started on a
hot streak, fix things as soon as pos-
sible rather than letting them build
on each other,” said Lee. “Because
it’s going to be hard not being out-
side, getting right into the games.”

So who’s going to pitch for the
2024 Panthers?

“Jared and Alden will probably be
our ringers,” said Coach Larson.
“Right now I’'m looking to not have

an ace, but have a crew of people
who can pitch. We don’t have a lot
of arms, but we have arms.”

Larson, who recently completed
his 20th year with the wrestling
team, has been with the baseball
program since 2007.

“I’ve always been someone who
loved to play baseball,” said Larson.
“When I was in junior high, I was a
better golfer than baseball player, so
I had people that convinced me to be
on the golf team, and then as time
went I just realized that I had a pas-
sion for baseball and wanted to be a
part of it.”

Larson is excited to take over as
head baseball coach.

“I’m happy to be in this position,”
he said. “I think what steered me in
this direction is that my son was still
playing and there were enough kids
on the team that I had coached
before that I didn’t want to let down.
I wanted to have my name in the
ring.”

And Larson looks forward to the
season.

“It’s not really about coaching my

son, it’s making sure he gets the
opportunity to do what he likes,”
said Larson. “I love NRHEG base-
ball. I want to see what it can do.”

Larson, who served as an assistant
coach under Reese, said he’s fantas-
tic to have him back with the
NRHEG program.

“He’s just a fantastic guy,” said
Larson. “As far as his knowledge of
baseball, I don’t think there’s any-
body that’s going to beat that, espe-
cially in this area. He’s capable of
coming up with stuff that gives us
pointers in the fine details that
maybe of us miss. You can’t have a
better guy around, really.”

And how does Larson feel about
coaching a team with no seniors?

“I'm trying to convince these
guys that you look at it as a posi-
tive,” he said. “The one positive that
you can take out of this is that we
have everybody for two years. And
it also gives those without varsity
experience a little more experience
being on the varsity. Obviously, the
down side is that we don’t have
those really good players, but when

you look at it from a positive stand-
point, we have a team that can do
some things even though we’re not
experienced seniors. We can go out
there and score some runs, move
players around and be good on
defense, so I think we’re going to be
oK.

In conclusion, Larson said like to
have as many people as possible
attending home games at Jeff and
Carol Reese Field.

“We’d love to see everybody all
the time,” he said.

NRHEG 2024 Baseball Schedule
April 4 vs. Randolph, 4:30
April 8 at Triton, 4:30
April 9 at Blue Earth Area, 5 p.m.
April 11 vs. United South Central, 4:30
April 12 at Granada-Huntley-EC/ML, 5 p.m.
April 18 at Waseca, 5 p.m.
April 22 vs. Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 25 at Hayfield, 4:30
April 26 vs. Pine Island, 7 p.m.
April 29 vs. JWP, 4:30
May 2 at Kenyon-Wanamingo, 4:30
May 6 vs. Madelia-Truman, 4:30
May 7 vs. Tri-City United, 5 p.m.
May 9 vs. Maple River, 4:30
May 10 at LCWM, 5 p.m.
May 13 at Medford, 4:30

IPROSPECT,

LEADERS — Captalns for the 2024 NRHEG ngh School base-
ball team are, from left, Jared Lee, Alden Dobberstein and Jace

lhrke.

Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens
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from Page 6

Olson and Jordan Kindred.

"Course mangement is a huge
part of the game as well as becom-
ing strong mentally," said Root.
"We need to move from being
practice players to tournament
players, making sure they are pre-
pared for whatever weather con-
ditions exist, as well as dealing
with situations on the course will
be a priority. We would like to
advance our team to section and
get an all-conference selection or
two. We have small numbers. All
will play varsity. We want them to
learn the game so they can enjoy it
throughout their life. As always,
we want our student-athletes to
enjoy the sport and have fun while
at the same time representing our
school well.

In order to best enjoy the game,
a good grasp of the rules of golf is
necessary. We will be working on
the rules and golf etiquette so our
golfers will be knowledgeable and
welcome wherever we travel to
play."

Root said the NRHEG girls
need to be mentally tough and
focused.

"We are counting on continued
improvement in all our girls," said
Root.

Schlaak, a golfer since his
freshman year, takes his captain’s
role seriously.

“It definitely has a lot of
responsibility,” he said.

Schlaak plays golf because he’s
unable to compete in contact
sports, but sometimes it gets phys-
ical anyway.

In golf?

“Yes,” said Schlaak. “My first
year in golf, on a rather foggy day,
a group of girls was teeing off on
No. 5 in New Richland. I'm

standing right
behind a tree,
but one of their
drives nails me
in the shoul-
der.”

And
does
about
Root?

“He’s very
....... optimistic,”
said Schlaak, who declined to
elaborate.

Budach, a sophomore who first
went out for golf last year, is also
proud to be captain.

“It means a lot,” she said. “I
like to create a friendship in our
team. It makes it more fun to play
together. Then you have more
opportunity to help each other
out.”

Budach said sports have taught
her that coaches carry a lot of
respect.

“Coaches always have good
advice, no matter what you do,”
she said.

Budach likes Coach Root
because of his openness.

“I like that he’s very open to
everything,” she said. “You can
always go and talk to him. He’s
very understanding of anything
you go to him for.”

Budach said making new
friends is her favorite part of golf,
something Schlaak agreed with.

““I love when you get to meet
new people,” said Budach. “Then
you’re with them for four hours.
You make new friendships.”

how
he feel
Coach

NRHEG 2024 Golf Schedule
April 4 at Riverview Golf Course, 4:30
April 9 at Waseca, 4 p.m.
April 18 at Riverview GC, 4:30
April 25 at Dodge Country Club, 4:30
April 26 at JWP Prairie Ridge GC, 1:30
May 2 at USC Oak View GC, 4:30
May 9 Mankato North Links, 10 a.m.
May 13 at Austin CC, 10 a.m.
May 16 vs. Waseca at Riverview, 4:30
May 20 at Waseca, 12 noon
May 23 Conf. at Waseca, 10 a.m.

m Track

from Page 6

the 15th-best 800 time in the state
meet. She was NRHEG's Most
Valuable in track events.

The Panthers also return Gabby
Schlaak, Anika Ladlie, Chloe
Riewer, Malonna Wilson, Paige
Johnson, Keira Lenort, Sierra
Misgen, Clara Buendorf and Holly
Bartness. Schlaak was the squad's
Most Improved athlete last year.

Key graduates last year were hur-
dler Olivia Kofstad and all-around
performer Josie Strom.

The Panthers have finished sec-
ond in the Gopher Conference meet
the past two seasons, edged by two
points last year. Ferber isn't ruling
out a championship season for the
NRHEG girls.

"I think the Gopher Conference is
wide open this year," said Ferber,
who expects JWP and Maple River
to field solid squads.

Ferber figures the Panthers will
be strong in the hurdles, jumps and
middle distance events.

His biggest concern is numbers.

"We need to have more than one
person score in each event," he said.

The key to success?

"Hard work and grit," said Ferber,
who likes what he's seen from the
Panthers' newcomers.

"We have some new athletes that
are looking good on our team," he
said. "This group of seventh-graders
is going to be good for years to
come."

Ferber is assisted by Larry
Nydegger, Bailie Thom, Kim
Johnson and Brian Belcourt.

Evelyn Nydegger, for one, antici-
pates a fun spring.

“This is going to be a great sea-

on,” she said. “We had a really
good year last year, had a shot at
conference. I think we can do it this
year. We’ve got good numbers, a lot
of new young kids. It’s going to be a

good year.”

Despite setting
the school record
in the 300 hur-
dles last year,
Nydegger is aim-
ing to improve.
And of course
have fun.

“I want to do
that again,” she
said of the record.
“That’s always a goal of mine.
Honestly, I'm here to have fun this
year. I went out and did what I want-
ed to last year. Obviously, I'd like to
do it again, but I'm here to have fun
and get the new kids into it too.”

What has being a part of NRHEG
sports taught Nydegger?

“It’s given me a lot of great expe-
riences,” she said. “It’s given me
opportunities outide of athletics, just
getting experience out in the world,
as well as in the school and in the
community. It’s been a lot of fun.”

She couldn’t pinpoint one favorite
Ferber story.

“Goodness sakes, there’s a lot of
stories with that man right there,”
she said. “He’s a very big book.”

Wilson also said she looks for-
ward to a great season.

“I just hope that it’s a fun year,
and I think it will be,” she said. “I
just hope everyone improves, and
that we do good at conference.”

Wilson shared she would like to
get as close as possible to the school
record in the shot put.

She doesn’t necessarily agree
with the assessment that track is
other sports’ punishment.

“It’s actually more fun that in
seems,” said Wilson. “It’s a lot more
fun that people make it out to be.
You make so many new friends.”

Ferber, in his 35th year as a head
coach, did pinpoint a favorite story.

“We were at a meet at Maple
River, and we had a young man with
a bag of Funions,” said Ferber. “He
asked if I’d like one. I said sure, and
he gave me one.”

The joke kicked in when Ferber

Ferber

CAPTAINS — Captains for the 2024 NRHEG High School track
and field teams are, front from left: Malonna Wilson and Evelyn
Nydegger. Back: Parker Bunn, Will Tuttle and Levin Kitzer.

took his first bite.

“He said, ‘Yeah, I just found these
in the porta-potty,”” said Ferber. “He
was kidding of course, but I didn’t
know it. I called him ‘Pottie Chips’
after that. He was a lot of fun to
have on the team.”

Ferber laughed we asked if so
many kids go out for track because
of his influence in drver’s training.

“Our numbers are always pretty
solid,” he said. “Track is a fun
sport.”

But’s only half jokingly that he
wears a T-shirt with his favorite say-
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ing about track being the punish-
ment for other sports.

“One thing I’ve always said is
that it takes a special person to go
out for track,” said Ferber. “You do
have to be a very disciplined indi-
vidual to go out for track.”

NRHEG 2024 Track and Field
April 2 Boys at Hayfield, 4:30
April 9 at United South Central, 4 p.m.
April 16 at Maple River, 4:30
April 22 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 30 at JWP, 4:30
May 2 NRHEG Invitational, 4:30
May 11 Conf, at Maple River, 10 a.m.
May 13 at Waseca, 4:30
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NRHEG Winter Sports Banquet photos

Various photos from the NRHEG winter sports banquet held
in the middle of March in the high school gymnasium. Directly
above Annabelle Petsinger. Top left, Jared Lee. Top right,

Jackson Chrz.

Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens

First fraternity
of farmers,
‘the Grange’

Thursday, April 11 at FCHM ag-
ricultural historian, T.J. Malaskee
delves into the long forgotten his-
tory of America’s first fraternity of
farmers, The Grange.

The Grange was a radical post-
Civil War Era movement that
pushed for progressive measures to
heal the nation through agriculture,
education, equality, and social in-
teraction as the United States saw
growing tension between western
rural farmers and eastern urban in-
dustrialists.

The Grange—more formally
known as the Patrons of Husban-
dry—was founded by Minnesota-
Farmer, Oliver H. Kelley in 1867
and the rural movement took off
here in his home state, eventually
reaching a membership of over one
million men and women across the
country. Find out more about this

intriguing history and learn how
the Grange has played a role in
your life today!

This event is free for FCHM
members and $5 for non-members.
Memberships start at

$30 for individuals and $45 for
households.

The FCHM is a non-profit edu-
cational and cultural institution es-
tablished in 1948, committed to
building the future by preserving
the past. The Museum collects,
preserves, and tells the story of
Freeborn County’s past through
museum exhibits, research, collec-
tions, tours, and educational pro-
grams. The Museum is located at
1031 Bridge Avenue, Albert Lea,
MN and is open Wednesday
through Friday from 10 am until 4
pm. For more information, please
call our office at 507-373-8003

Pajama Day at FCHM

Thursday, April 18 is Pajama
Day at FCHM! Get on your com-
fiest or cutest PJs and come visit
FCHM! Get into the museum for
free if you come in PJs. Don’t
worry, you won’t be the only one,
the staff looks forward to enjoying
this cozy day too! The museum
will be open from 10:00 am- 8:00
pm.

Later that night there will be a
lecture at FCHM, wearing pjs will
not grant you free access to the lec-
ture, just to the museum.

The FCHM is a non-profit edu-

cational and cultural institution es-
tablished in 1948, committed to
building the future by preserving
the past. The Museum collects,
preserves, and tells the story of
Freeborn County’s past through
museum exhibits, research, collec-
tions, tours, and educational pro-
grams. The Museum is located at
1031 Bridge Avenue, Albert Lea,
MN and is open Wednesday
through Friday from 10 am until 4
pm. For more information, please
call our office at 507-373-8003

MVAC offering paid summer internships

Summer jobs are a learning and

earning experience with the
MVAC/Waseca County Internship
Program.

Minnesota Valley Action Council
(MVAC) is accepting internship ap-
plications from any students living in
Waseca County, ages 18-25, who are
enrolled in a community college or a
4-year college and in good academic
standing. Income is not an eligibility
factor for this internship.

Paid internship goals include de-
veloping skills and learning about
Waseca County career opportunities.

“We want to draw back students
that go to college so that they are
able to get jobs in their hometown or
home county instead of having them
find jobs in the Cities,” Stephanie
Landsteiner, MVAC Family Re-
source Specialist in Waseca County
says.

Interns will work and learn more

about what they’re studying — getting
a feel for the job they’re taking
classes in, Landsteiner explains.

The goal is to offer eight
MVAC/Waseca County internships
this summer.

“Typically, juniors or seniors in
college are who we’re looking to
connect with to help them get experi-
ence in their field of study and see
what jobs are available to them in the
community they grew up in,” Sarah
McDonald, MVAC Youth and Senior
Services Coordinator says.

Interns earn $15 an hour, work up
to 29 hours in a week and the course
of the internship is 300 hours total.
Students provide their own transpor-
tation. Internships usually start the
beginning of June and wrap up when
students go back to fall classes.

Landsteiner asks students to apply
now so she can match their interests
with a business or government host.

“I work with the students to best fit
their field,” she adds. “Whatever
they’re interested in doing an intern-
ship in, we’ll explore that with them
and reach out to the different busi-
nesses.”

Some internship hosts, since the
program began in 2022, include
newspapers, a media and production
business, a veterinary clinic, a finan-
cial advising firm, and the county
sheriff’s office.

An intern had an interest in crim-
inal justice such as court administra-
tion. She decided to try the sheriff’s
office internship and saw staff in-
volved in more than making arrests.

“She learned about SWAT (Special
Weapons and Tactics) and other dif-
ferent programs that they have,”
Landsteiner says.

There are benefits to students bey-
ond exploring the career they re tak-
ing courses in at school.

“They’re also building their re-
sume and deepening their networks,”
McDonald says. “Those are things
that are going to help them get that
job and stay on or find something
else in their communities.”

Applications are available by cal-
ling Landsteiner at MVAC’s Waseca
County office, 507-835-8240, or by
email steph@mnvac.org and through
MVAC’s website
https://www.mnvac.org/programs/e
mployment-training/wacounty-in-
ternship.

MVAC is a Community Action
Agency helping those in need secure
affordable housing, viable transpor-
tation, employment and training for
employment, as well as creating edu-
cational opportunities for children.

#helpingpeoplechanging lives

History of

On Thursday April 18th at 7:00pm
Peggy Benson will be at FCHM talk-
ing about this history and use of
oracle cards. An oracle deck is a
series of cards with pictures and/or
words on them that can be used for
goal-setting, to lift your mood, or to

oracle cards April 18 at FCHM

connect with your higher power.
Each deck has a theme. During this
lecture Peggy will discuss the history
of the oracle and explore how to use
these cards to guide you in trans-
forming your hopes, aspirations, and
dreams into reality. Several decks

will be utilized to understand how
each type has a theme. Peggy is an
Elemental Space Clearer ® Light-
worker, Intuitive, Advanced Inte-
grated Energy Therapy
Practitioner®, Visionary, Certified
Yoga Teacher RYT-200, and creator

of Mojo Mist ©. She has studied and
worked with oracle cards since 2016.
This event is free for FCHM
members and $5 for non-members.
Memberships start at
$30 for an individual or $45 for a
household.

FCHM announces matching funds campaign

ALBERT LEA, MN—Freeborn
County Historical Museum, Library
and Village’s executive director
Stephanie Kibler and Board of Di-
rectors’ president Tony Segura an-
nounced today that the nonprofit
received a three-month $10,000 chal-
lenge grant from anonymous donors.
The grant will match dollar-for-dol-

lar all donations from supporter’s
March 1 through May 30.

“Whether it’s installing a remark-
able exhibit of the highest quality,
helping children experience history
through tours and hands-on activ-
ities, or offering lectures and pro-
gramming year round,” said Kibler,
“everything that FCHM does is made

possible by our loyal supporters.
Their generosity of support in time
and treasure makes it possible for us
to continue to build the future by pre-
serving the past. We are extremely
grateful for our anonymous donors to
invest in our organization in a way
that encourages others to offer their
support.”

Donations can be made online at
fchmmn.org, by calling the museum
with your credit card, on Venmo, by
USPS, or by stopping in the museum
Wednesday and Friday, 10:00 am to
4:00 pm or Thursday, 10:00 am to
8:00 pm.

Unexpectedly crystallized honey

It might be said I owe the members
of NRHEG’s culinary competition
teams an apology.

I went along last month as 10 “Pro-
Start” students took part in state-level
competition. ProStart is a program
sponsored by the National Restaurant
Association. It creates opportunities for
students who enjoy preparing and serv-
ing food to see the career possibilities
the field offers.

[ felt it was something the newspaper
should cover—state level competition. I
was glad to go. But the day was going
to be long, with everyone boarding the
bus at 6 a.m. and an anticipated return
time about 12 hours later.

I took along a book thinking I would
be in need of entertainment.

Boy, was I wrong.

There was plenty of bustle and activ-
ity as we arrived and found the loca-
tions that would be significant to us,
specifically the work spaces allotted to
each of the two five-member teams.
Time flew, and suddenly it was 9:45,
when NRHEG's first team was sched-
uled to begin preparing its dishes. Each
competing group was required to dis-
play a menu which included an appe-
tizer, main entree, and dessert.

No cooking could begin until the
one-hour timer was started, and all food
had to be on the tray, ready for delivery
to judges, before the closely-watched
second hand reached zero. There were
18 teams at the competition. About
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\ In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

every half hour, another two would be
given the “go” signal and the furor
would begin anew.

It was riveting.

Team members told me they had
been practicing and refining their sys-
tems for weeks. Everyone had specific
jobs to do, and only a relatively tight
space to do them in. They not only had
to work quickly, but their objective was
to present tasty, visually appealing fin-
ished products that would catch the at-
tention of the panels of judges. Every
cut, every turn of the whisk, was im-
portant.

Oh, and they were surrounded by
tournament officials watching every-
thing they did. There were separate
scores and awards for knife skills, san-
itation, teamwork, team spirit, menu
design, “essence of taste,” creative plat-
ing (how the food looks as it is served),
management, and, finally the grand
award, culinary preparation and a trip
to national-level competition. Adults
with clipboards were circulating every-
where, referencing the menus, confer-

ring on the sidelines, and occasionally
asking questions. “Time remaining”
announcements were heard all around
the room.

There were even moments of some-
what dark humor—for example when
one team had to struggle to get some
unexpectedly crystallized honey out of
its bottle.

Nearly every team raced through the
last few minutes, just managing to put
their visually attractive and luscious-
smelling dishes onto the tray as the last
seconds were counted down. Words are
not sufficient to describe, but one
NRHEG team served a lemon aspara-
gus salad with shallots, pistachios and
a poached egg as an appetizer, honey-
glazed salmon with zesty rice as an en-
tree, and a lemon mousse dessert
garnished with white chocolate, pista-
chios and fresh blueberries. The other
NRHEG team began with savory
French crepes with bacon, tomatoes,
baby spinach and cheese as an appe-
tizer, seared tilapia with steamed aspa-
ragus and sauteed potatoes as an entree,

and coffee mousse with chocolate
shavings and a mint sprig for dessert.

The other 16 teams produced equally
sophisticated finished meals.

Perhaps all that will help you picture
how dynamic and suspenseful it was to
be in that gigantic ballroom at River-
Centre. There was constant activity.
The room was filled with luscious
smells. The contestants were deeply en-
gaged in each phase of their prepara-
tions.

I am not qualified to be a judge, but
I almost wished I could be, just for the
sake of tasting all those beautiful foods.

NRHEG’s only award at the end of
the day was to an individual student,
Peyton Curtis, for “knife skills.” Only
four of the 90 students competing were
selected for this particular acknowledg-
ment. The prize? A five-piece knife set.
With or without a title, though, every
competitor that day was a winner as far
as [ was concerned. They had faced and
overcome tremendous challenges.

As I emptied my backpack at home
that evening, I came across the book 1
had taken along. I was almost surprised
to find it there, having not thought of it
even once during the 14 hours of the
trip.
So, NRHEG ProStart, thank you.
Your accomplishments were overshad-
owed only by your effort and deter-
mination. Excellent work—and thank
you for the entertainment.
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2023 NRHEG graduate and

Minnesota State Mankato

Grant has always

been a ‘free spirit’

student/band member Anton Domeier celebrates with the MSU
Athletics Band after the girls team won this year’s national
championship.

I always like to brag about my kids
and grandkids, and in this case, it is
my youngest grandson, Grant. He
went to Wisconsin River Falls and
graduated with a degree in Animal
Science. He also earned a degree in
Outdoors Management. He did an in-
ternship in the state of Main guiding
youth on outdoors trips, hiking,
camping, rock climbing and kay-
aking.

This internship helped him get a
job working for Community Educa-
tion in Albert Lea. This winter he ap-
plied for an opening for an assistant
activity director at St. Olaf College
and after a couple of interviews, he
was offered the job. He is now com-
muting between home and North-
field and is hoping to find an
apartment in Northfield sometime in
the spring.

Whenever we went to the cabin
and Grant was along, he would go
fishing with us. One time, I had
given him one of my lures to use. It

Woods

and Water

by Dick Herfindahl
Outdoors Writer

was a new one that I had never used.
Of course, having never used the
lure, I was hoping he would at least
catch one. It wasn’t long before
Grant started catching one fish after
another with that lure. The cool thing
about it is that | was glad that he was
catching fish, even though he was
out-fishing old Grandpa.

Grant has always been sort of a
“free spirit,” so when he worked at
the Rock wall for Community Ed, he
felt the calling to do something a lit-
tle more challenging. He would go to
Duluth ice wall climbing with some
of his classmates from college. They
also went rock climbing in Colorado

a couple of times, and also rock
climbing in Missouri and around Du-
luth. He has also gone camping with
some friends in the Boundary
Waters.

Now in my younger years, I liked
living a little bit on the edge, but
heights were never my thing. In the
service you had no choice, and when
given a choice, I avoided it unless it
was to shingle my house or help
someone else shingle theirs.

I am proud of what all of my
grandsons have accomplished, and
Grant seems to be the most adventur-
ous of them all. One time I was ba-
bysitting him when he was about five

years old. He came over to me while
I was sitting on the couch. He sat
down next to me, looked up at me
and said, “You know grandpa, I’ve
been thinking, I maybe shouldn’t
start school until I am about ten.” I
did not want to laugh because he was
so serious, but I did chuckle all the
way home.

Until next time: I am getting anx-
ious to do a little fishing. It seems
that when we have a nice day, it
comes with a mini hurricane. I do
hope that Mother Nature will soon
finish messing with us. I have been
daydreaming from time-to-time
about sitting in my boat, casting to-
wards the lakeshore. I do not believe
that I have caught that fish in my
daydream yet, but that might be what
keeps me coming back for more.

Please show your support for our
troops who are deployed. These serv-
ice men and women are making that
sacrifice, so that we may have the
many freedoms that we enjoy today.
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 6 p.m.
Bible Study
* * *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sun-

day School; 10 a.m. Coffee

Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting

Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7

p.m. Council meeting (first Wednesday)
* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
kS E *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Mini-
stry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and
Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark
£ E *

CROSS OF GLORY

LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First Tues-
day)
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Confirmation
* ok ok
WEST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First tues-
day of the month)
Quilting meets 9:00 a.m. Wednesday,
see newsletter for dates.
* * *
HARTLAND EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship; Sunday
School at 9:15 a.m.
* * *
MANCHESTER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * *

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fri-
days p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.

* * *
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Pastor Leandra Anderson
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship (times very

for holidays)
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 10:30
a.m. Worship
kS £ ¥

VIBRANT LIFE

ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor David Modder
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Kids
church
Check the website for additional updates
www.vibrantlifeag.com
* ok ok
FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor Kyle Smith
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 6
p.m. Confirmation; 7-9 p.m. Youth
Group (No confirmation during
summer)

* * *
ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
Ellendale, Minnesota
Randy Cirksena, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m.

Sunday school. (No summer sunday
school)
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. beginning after
Sept. 3. Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

* * *

CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those want-
ing to listen through their car radios at
FM 90.7

* ok ok

EAST FREEBORN LUTHERAN
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those want-
ing to listen through their car radios at
FM 89.3

* * *
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship

* * *

HOLLANDALE REFORMED
Rev. Neal Ooms
101 East Park Avenue

Hollandale, Minnesota
Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 10:45
a.m. Sunday School

* ok K
ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
* ok %
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, ELCA

Meriden, Minnesota

Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * *

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN
Lemond Township
Pastor Dave Klawiter
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship
* k%
FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 a.m.
Youth/Adult Study
* k%
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday School;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* k%
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH of LITOMYSL
Father Peter Schuster
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass with Chil-
dren’s Church; Preschool Sunday
School during Mass
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith Forma-
tion classes for grades K-Confirmation
www.litomysl.webs.com
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
* k%
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Study
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Matthews, pastor
Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Worship

* %k

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday School;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
PEACE UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* ok K
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
ok ok
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
ok ok
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10 a.m. Worship (summer)
and 10:30 a.m. (winter)
* * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities,
ages 12-18
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE STAR EAGLE.

P.O. Box 68
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Since 1898 507/465-3218

New Richland, MN 56072
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- Fresh Meat -Quality Produce

WAGNER FOODS :

Phone
463-3717

Mon.-Sat., 8a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
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“We can cross this bridge together.”
1415 Hwy. 13 N. » Albert Lea
Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939
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Phone 507-684-
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“Smoked To Perfection The Award Winning Way”
Tri-State Sweepstakes & National Grand Champion Award Winner
Ellendale, MIN 56026

-2331 = Fax 507-684-3109
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Janike Sceds
Layne Janike
507-995-6627

&€ SORTEVA

vne.janike @ plantpioneer.com

\ Caring and Sharing Since 1975

New Richland
Care Center

312 1st St. N.E. (607) 465-3292 P.O. Box 477
New Richland, MN 56072-0477
www.newrichlandcarecenter.com

Albert Lea: 507/373-2461
Ellendale: 507/684-2881

BONN

New Richland: 507/465-8015

www.bonnerupfuneralservice.com
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FUNERAL SERVICE

Mark Bernmard
CPAg
(507) 465-3707

121 3rd St. NE » New Richland, MN 56072

mbernardagro@gmail.com

e e
oottt -

Thompson Sanitation

Frank Thompson, Owner/Operator
Roll-off Dumpsters Available

108 W. Main Street - Clarks Grove, MN
(507)256-4370

Joey Batt, a senior at Minnesota State Mankato, is the
granddaughter of Star Eagle columnist and rural Hartland res-

ident Al Batt.

m Titles

from Page 1

each. Kyreese added five rebounds
and three steals, while Malik fin-
ished with five assists and five

steals.
"How about the last 24 hours for
Minnesota State University?"

Mavericks coach Matt Margen-
thaler said. "It's a basketball
school. It's a basketball town. It's a
lot of fun. I'm proud of our women,
proud of our men, and we're going
to enjoy this one."

"I don't even know what to say
right now," Kyreese Willingham
said. "It's just an unbelievable feel-
ing. All the credit to Malik for
finding me."

Malik Willingham was named
Elite Eight Most Outstanding
Player. Kyreese also qualified for
the all-tournament team.

The team finished the season
with a record of 35-2. NSU fin-
ished 32-3.

The men's title game was a sharp
contrast to the women's champion-
ship, which the Mavericks led
from start to finish.

Batt, a senior from New Ulm
who was named to the all-tourna-
ment team, finished with 10 points,
six assists and five steals.

“This was so amazing,” said
Batt. “It was one of the best experi-
ences, but I don’t think it’s hit me
yet and it might not hit me for a
few days. The growth that this
team showed this season is insane.
These guys are like my second

Pearl Jamison

family, and I'll always be a Mave-
rick.”

“This has just been incredible,”
said coach Emilee Thiesse. “When
you go back to Joey’s freshman
year, and to watch this program
grow with Joey at the helm has
been amazing. It’s not just this
team; it’s a lot of other teams that
have helped us build this culture.
But this team is extra special.”

The Mavericks, who started the
season 2-4 while Batt was side-
lined with an injury, finished 32-5,
finishing with an 11-game winning
streak.

Winona State is on the only
other men's team from Minnesota
to reach the Division II national
title game. Winona State reached
the national championship three
consecutive seasons — 2006, 2007
and 2008 — and won the title in '06
and '08.

The last school to win the Divi-
sion II title in men's and women's
basketball in the same season was
Central Missouri State in 1984.

Celebration of Life

—ec—

Pearl Jamison passed
into the arms of her
Lord and Savior on Nov
27, 2023. A Celebration
of Life for Pearl Jami-
son, Mother of Carlene
(Larry) Kuglin, Ross
(Yin Mai) Jamison and
Doug Jamison will be
held on Thursday April
11th at Vibrant Life
Assembly of God, 702
3rd St S, Ellendale,
MN 56026.
Visitation will be at
10:00am and service
starts at 11:00am.
Lunch to follow.
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LEGAL

NOTICES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That
default has occurred in the conditions of
the following described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 28, 2009

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
MORTGAGE: $132,560.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Christopher W.
Nelson and Melissa Nelson, husband

and wife

MORTGAGEE: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:

Recorded on June 2, 2009 as Document
Number 280110 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Waseca County,
Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: None.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: East 55 feet of the S 1/2 of
Lot 11, Block 9, First Addition to the
Village, now City of Waseca,
Minnesota, according to the Plat thereof
on file and of record in the Office of the
County Recorder in and for said County
and State.

STREET ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:
605 3RD AVENUE SE, WASECA, MN
56093

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS
LOCATED: Waseca County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE

Area Farmers!

Waseca, Steele, and Freeborn County

DATE OF THE NOTICE: $114,979.74
TRANSACTION AGENT: None

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Wells Fargo Bank,
NA.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17.276.1120

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: None

THAT no action or proceeding has been
instituted at law to recover the debt then
remaining secured by such mortgage, or
any part thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been instituted, that the
same has been discontinued, or that an
execution upon the judgment rendered
therein has been returned unsatisfied, in

whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the above
described property will be sold by the
Sheriff of said county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 30,
2024 at 10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County
Sheriff’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW,
Waseca, MN 56093.

to pay the debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any actually paid
by the mortgagee, on the premises and
the costs and disbursements allowed by
law. The time allowed by law for
redemption by said mortgagor(s), their
personal representatives or assigns is six
(6) months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage is
reinstated or the property redeemed, or

\ Donate Your Vehicle

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,

unless the time for redemption is
reduced by judicial order, you must
vacate the premises by 11:59 p.m. on
December 2, 2024.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR
REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF LESS
THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM
FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: March 21, 2024

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.

Sung Woo Hong, Esq.

Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760

(22-0755-FCO01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM
A DEBT COLLECTOR.

Published in the NRHEG Star Eagle
March 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, and May
2,2024

NOTICE

Berlin Township Board Meeting
Monday, April 11

and more today!

Losing soybean yield to white mold?
We can help!
Call Colin at

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
m Free Pickup & Towing.

1-701-405-405 3

- headsup

I8 PLANT PROTECTANTS INC.

P

Important Information
Regarding Property
Assessments
This may affect your 2025 property taxes.
The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Freedom
Township will meet on Thursday, April 18, 2024, from 9-9:30
a.m. at the township hall. The purpose of this meeting is to

concerns. If you disagree with the valuation or classification
after discussing it with your assessor, you may appear before
the local board of appeal and equalization. The board will

m Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

Royal Villa has a subsidized
one-bedroom apartment for
rent to a qualified applicant.
Call 507-463-8515 or stop
by the office at
221 1st St NE, New
Richland for an application.

Operating in
Waseca, Steele,

7:00 p.m. -

Regular Meeting

Ellendale Comm. Bldg. (in the Board Room)

Helen Schmidt, Berlin Township Clerk

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments

This may affect your 2025 taxes.

Notice is hereby given an ‘Open Book Meeting' to replace the Board of Appeal and Equalization of CITY OF ELLENDALE

shall meet:

Date/Time:
Location:

Address: 138 Hwy Ave S

Wednesday, April 10, 2024 at 1:00-3:00 PM
City Council Chambers

determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been Johnson Etooming Feairiss MHZs81

properly valued and classified by the assessor. _ APARTMENTS The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the jurisdiction has been properly valued and classified by
If you believe the value or classification of your property is the assessor.

incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your 507-456-9514

If you believe the value or classification of your property is incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you disagree with the valuation or classification after discussing it with your assessor, you may appear before
the local Board of Appeal and Equalization. The board will review your assessments and make corrections as needed.
Generally, you must appeal to the local board before appealing to the county Board of Appeal and Equalization.

review your assessments and may make corrections as needed. Freeborn
Generally, you must appeal to the local board before appealing . ) ) {
to the county board of appeal and equalization. Counties Given under my hand this X—Ldey ot V147 2024
Published in the Star Eagle, April 4, 2024. johnsonrents.com Gt\;{/{, q &
M

in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811

Quality Clothing
Household Items

& much more!

.c

#%LADY BUGH
CONSIGNMENT SHOP

1
1
!
\
ll Must see to appreciate.
1
1
1
1
1

Edina Realm.

City of Ellendale Deguty Clerk/Treasurer

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

EMPLOYMENT

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

HIGH SCHOOL DEAN ALASKA, EUROPE, HAWAII SAFE STEP
‘ Downtown New Richland of Students. New London-Spicer plus dozens of other popular trips! North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Schools. MN Licensure Required. Starting at $1649 per person (double Comprehensive lifetime warran-
Residential For more information, see  occupancy required.) YMT Vacations ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
Lakeshore www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment plans everything, leaving you to relax  service. Now featuring our FREE show-
Rural Properties and enjoy. Call 866/577-6646 for more er package and $1600 Off for a lim-
\ Farmland details. Use promo code YMT2024 ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
Kim & Marcia Berg Relocation WHEN VETERINARY CARE for $250 off. Limited time only. able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882
Pﬂ ren‘l‘ REALTORS® CRS, TRI IS UNAVAILABLE - "
or unaffordable, ask for Happy GET DISH Advertise here statewide
A Wa Whether Buying or Se|||_ng Jack®  animal  healthcare  for satellite TV + internet! Free install, free | in 200+ newspapers for
v ' cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand only $279 per week!
Supply® www.happyjackinc.com)  movies, plus limited time up to $600
Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to CALL US TODAY! w in gift cards, Call today! 855/5622309 Call 800-279-2979
help families find the quality child care B) 507-456-0816 R WANTED TO BUY DONATE YOUR CAR
. . R Ly WANTED: GET BOOST INFINITE! truck, or SUV to assist the blind and
programs their children need to succeed kimberg.edinarealty.com ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES Unlimited talk, text and data for just $25/  visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
: . mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one

no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

€nsen

507-256-4712

Insurance from the Best!

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN

507-684-2019
A3

Under New Ownership

NEW RICHEAND, MN

PH. 507-465-3789  FAX 507-465-3258
www.pooleysscrapiron.com

QY
@ Heating, A/C, P (| s
& Plumbmg Y HOMPSON CREAMERY 324 N Broadway - New Richland WA
= 1 o {06
Geneva, MN =7 AGENCY.INC 9043 SW 271h Ave, * Hope, M ﬂeC‘fc“"q‘ In 507-465-8376 i\lflsyﬂs;)ggog(;g
‘ ‘ h @7 E‘g S GRINNELL

% TRANE

1ts Hard Tb Stop A Trane:

allyson@aroaccounting.com

217 East Elm Ave, Waseca 32718 State Hwy 13, Hardand

507-377-2852 fax 507-377-3301 A i i Email: bohlenph@hickorytech.ne -1 -04)-
troythompsonagency@gmail.com ;‘?{:"{L\L For':ﬁ:—r"‘é;?::r:;yza&;:gig:::‘cl'"g m:vlix Y:l‘:)‘(l) hrl‘s:pll?r::ll;:xgio(x net 507-391-3738 507-845-2763
HOLLAND AUCTION L] JK ROUTH Red o SATURDAY\
S yview Freebg, INSURE CAREFULLY, CONTRACTING, L Y
| www.hollandauction.com :uc p |l | /AL & CREMATION ggp v C DREAM FEARLESSI—Y % ’ ‘4%{ Bam-me
Auctioneer: = S —— * bemolition Site Worh, W
. ) oy b * Pit Run * Sereened Pit Run Cofe (CLOSED SUNDAYS
Tracy Holland * concrete Removal
Ellcndalc, MN Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC J R h 24-Hour Gym Access g SR il
Specializing in Farm Land, Farm Equipmen, “We can cross this bridge together " Matthew Petsinger, Agent esse Rout New MonBor sl nz b aancintnen :
 $oerlgrihagloief-om I AMERICAN FAMILY 5 5se it 507-383-7892 i gnup by app e
’ [insurance N 114 Broadway Ave. N. 104 Bty Ave, . Coiow e Rictnd
@ NAA 3734330 ¢ 1415 Hwy, 13 N, * Albert Lea ® ELLENDALE, MN Gall or text (507)330-2345 roaqway Ave. °W“ OWN New Richian
¥ www.hollandauction.com % L ]l i ince 1 o iyl el v 8L &0 g Pak Mz‘MjW\&S?&S o . ,-
0ca yOrgamzed, Owned&Operated since 1939 e Faniyswence Comoan, 00641 -Rov 11/15 02015~ 10793941 Buildin g contractor license # 20396072 hnps;,'/www,faclze;::k‘,);;’/(P:ﬁtch’;f:o:v érHouseFitness 507.465.8000
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Star Eagle

On the hunt
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HOPPY HUNTERS - About 40 people gathered at New Richland City Park on Saturday for the New Richland Ambulance crew's

LERBERG’S

CAR WASH
& COIN
LAUNDRY

Full line of cardio, free
weights, power racks,
dumbbells, barbells, &
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

FITNESS

CENTER
& TANNING

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

Funercl@ﬁ

Andrew Sc 1
A ﬁiucens'e-d Preplanning i
A I_.:&i{:ansuﬂant Bl
- V- frm

PIanning
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* |t is a sincere act of love.
* |t relieves the burden of making arrangements at a most
difficult time, enabling family & friends to better support each
other’s sorrows.
* |t provides comfort to the family that final wishes are respected.
+ |t allows the funeral to focus on the living who are left to deal
with their grief and loss.
* |t is capable of relieving the financial burden for family members.
* |t can make it easier for those we love.

BONNE%

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

Albert Lea + New Richland « Ellendale
217 West Division Street = New Richland, MN 56072
Phone: (507) 465-8015 * www.BonnerupFuneralService.com

third annual Easter egg hunt. Nearly 1,000 eggs were distributed across the park for children of all ages to find. Ambulance crew
members supervised the egg hunt, and also spent hours filling the plastic eggs beforehand.

Star Eagle photos by Deb Bently

GWE

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING

VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET
GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM
(507) 202-7070

OIL. CHANGE SPECIAL
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Marthaler Honda

of AlbertLea mowDpa

359'99 2114 E Main St

for full synthetic [RUUEGCERIL
with a tire rotation

607-373-2341

Cheapest
oil change

special in
town!

marthalerhonda.com

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts
(T 12T 2T 1T 2T T 1T T T BT TR R
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AMERICANA

* INSURANCE GROUP «x

“We’re the “A” Team”
Our agency is
growing to serve our
local communities

i —

Albert Lea « 507-377-2000
Ellendale « 507-684-2314
Wells « 507-801-1100

www.americanainsurance.com

Start off the new year with the right insurance
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