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County ablaze

2,000 acres burned across
Waseca, Steele Counties

Nearly 2,000 acres of grassland in
Waseca and Steele counties were
burned Sunday, March 3, while fire-
fighting agencies from around the
state, including planes and helicop-
ters dropping fire retardant material,
fought against the high winds and
dry conditions which had prompted
the Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) to issue a “red
flag” warning—meaning that the pub-
lic should light no fires because of
the high potential they would spread.

Firefighting efforts began before
noon in an area northeast of Waseca
near the county road known as the
Snake Trail and continued until
about 10 p.m., according to a release
by the Waseca County Sheriff’s of-
fice. By the time it was under con-
trol, the fire had spread from
northeast of Waseca to Deerfield
township in Steele County.

Area fire fighters retreat from an area located at 383rd Ave-
neue, northeast of Waseca, which only moments earlier had
been clear of fire and smoke. Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens

Flames roll past as they approach “Moonan Marsch” in north-

Blaze continued on 10 east Waseca County. Star Eagle photo by Eli Lutgens

Beginners’ Sourdough

NEW RICHLAND
Workshop 5 p.m. ® o ®
Special ingredient, love 7 --
Richland Librar
The New Richland F)r,iends of , Soon to

the Library are hosting a Sour-
dough Workshop for beginners
at the New Richland Library,
March 7 at 5 p.m. The workshop
will cover everything one needs
to know to get started making
sourdough bread, from starter
maintenance to recipes.

be open
NR mayor
position

The Willows in New Richland is under new ownership

Locally run,
family owned

Open House at The tradition continues By JESSICA LUTGENS

Pines Retreat noon-5 Staff Writer
with Arnold famil The New Richland City Coun-

p-m. March 9 y cil heard a tearful address from

An open house is being held at
The Pines Retreat, described by
Bev Dougherty-Dobberstein as
“a place to gather with your
besties, to make new memories
while doing what you love.” It is

Kim White during its second city
council meeting of the month on
Monday, Feb. 26. White’s husband
was also present for the last meet-
ing to discuss the impact of the
city’s housing code on the couple’s

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor
The time was right.
Travis Blake, former owner of the Willows res-
taurant in New Richland, liked to joke that if he

a retreat center for crafters. The
Open House will be from 12 to
5 on March 9 at 2780 W High-
way 30, Ellendale.

NRHEG Honor
Society blood drive 9

a.m. March 15

Members of the NRHEG Na-
tional Honor Society are hosting
a blood drive at the Secondary
school in New Richland from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, March
15. Donors are encouraged to
visit redcrossblood.org to sched-
ule an appointment. Walk-ins
will be accepted on a space-
available basis.

Free Trees for Kids

signup due March 15
The Waseca County 4-H Am-
bassadors are acquiring free
trees for children to plant on
Earth Day, April 22. Parents are
encouraged to sign up for trees
at neighborhoodforest.org/par-
ent-registration. Trees will be
available for pickup on April 18.

Ellendale Pie and Bake

Sale March 30th

A pie and bake sale will be
held March 30 from 8:30 a.m.
until gone at the Ellendale Com-
munity Building to raise money
for the Ellendale Gather Place
Mural Project.

Ham Bingo 7 p.m.
March 16 at New
Richland City Hall

The New Richland Commer-
cial Club is hosting its annual
Ham Bingo event 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 16 at the City Hall
Community Room. The cost is
$15 per card, which pays for 15
games plus a final “blackout”
game. The prize for each game
is an Easter Ham.

A word from
The Word; =~

Seek the Lord and
his strength, seek
his presence contin-
ually. 1 Chronicles

16:11

ever sold the place, he knew who he would offer
it to first.

“I asked if he was really serious this time,” Julie
Arnold, the new owner of the Willows said.
“When he said he was really going to sell it, I
asked myself, ‘If I’'m not gonna buy it, then who?’

“It’s something to pass down to my son Chris,
an opportunity for our family.”

Arnold, 57, originally from Denver, Iowa, set-
tled in New Richland in the late '90s; she and her
then husband Mark O’Brien raised three children,
all of whom graduated from NRHEG. In 2008,
only a year after the Willows was established, she
applied with owner Jim Blake for a job at the res-
taurant.

“I’ve enjoyed the last 16 years getting to know
all the different people,” Arnold said. “If it weren’t
for the Willows, I wouldn’t know them. I’m look-
ing forward to the years ahead.”

Arnold said former owner Travis Blake, who
took over the business from his dad Jim Blake in
2016, plans to help through the transition in own-
ership, staying until the end of March when he
plans to go full time with his own food-truck busi-
ness.

“I think it would be different if I went out and
said, ‘I want to buy a restaurant in an unknown
community.”” Arnold observed. “I’m serving the
community. I’'m looking forward to [...] the fu-

Willows continued on 3

The Willows owner Julie Arnold, with her son Christ O'Brien, left, who serves as a
cook.

Family and God

Darlene Abraham reflects on
nearly eight decades spent in

Waseca County

By TRISTAN GEHRING
Staff Writer

Darlene Abraham has been a res-
ident of the New Richland Area
nearly her entire life. Born in 1936
in Waseca, she spent her early child-
hood in the Lemond area. Her family
moved to New Richland when she
was in the middle of the seventh
grade. “She has a caring soul, is well
liked by all, and is proud of her com-
munity,” says her son Dennis.

“I had love from the very minute I
was born,” Darlene says. While her
mother, Dora, was pregnant with her,

Darlene describes the mid-1930s as
“the Pneumonia era.” Her family
stems from her mother, Dora (Palm)
Lund and Albert Palm, the biological
father she never knew. Throughout
her childhood, she, an older brother
named Roger, and younger sisters
Judy and Natalie referred to Dora’s
second husband, Art Lund, as “Dad.”

Darlene married Clarence Abra-
ham in a small, intimate setting
shortly after her high school gradu-
ation, and the two had two children
— Dennis and Dawn Abraham. They
were married nearly forty years be-

Darelene Abraham stands with her “Cadillac” as she refers to

her walker.

Star Eagle photo by Tristan Gehring

Dora lost her husband, father, and fore he died.

living situation, which is currently
in a motor home on private prop-
erty in town.

‘White requested a suspension of
enforcement of action until June 1
in order to provide time to receive
and recover from a final surgery
for her illness. The council did not
take action on the matter, but City
Administrator Tony Martens ex-
plained that because White is co-
operating with the city and law
enforcement on the matter, they
are willing to work with her.

“As long as she’s engaging with
us with trying to resolve the situ-
ation, we’re not taking any en-
forcement action,” Martens said.

Martens agreed to speak to the
proper authorities - the city attor-
ney, county officials - to explore
further options and remain in con-
tact with White.

Martens also presented options
to the council for filling a soon-to-
be open mayor position, as Mayor
Chad Neitzel will be moving out
of town in April. The council will
discuss the matter again at the next
meeting.

Bob Johannsen presented the
care center report, which stated
that the center had an average cen-
sus of 34 in January. Of 60 original
referrals, five admissions were re-
ceived and the center had five dis-
charges. Johannsen noted that the
center is working with a group,
AHLI, to find out why residents are
not choosing to go to the New
Richland Care Center when ac-
cepted there, train staff in acuity
areas, so they can market better,
and review insurance company
contract agreements to optimize
revenue sources.

“We’ve got a lot of changes we
can look at making,” Johannsen
said.

As for staffing, the center did
hire four nurses in February, but
they are still looking for full and
part-time Certified Nurse Aides,
LPN or RN, and part-time dietary
aides.

Coming up, the center will host
an Easter egg hunt on March 23 at
10 a.m. that will be open to chil-
dren in the community age 10 and
under. Donations for the event are
welcome.

Finally, Terry Hansen, who
stepped down as Advisory Board

twenty-five-year-old brother to ill-

ness in the span of three months. Abraham continued on 4
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Daffodils up to 4”

A little graupel fell Monday after
Sunday’s quickie heatwave. Mean-
while, back at the ranch, the scurs are
trying to dial up more springtime
temps on the Weather Eye. Does Old
Man Winter make a comeback or is
spring in the air? Starting Thursday,
partly sunny with a good chance of
evening showers. Highs in the low
50’s with lows in the low 30’s. Partly
sunny Friday with a chance of fore-
noon showers. Highs in the low 40’s
with lows in the mid-20’s. Sunny on
Saturday with highs in the low 40’s
and lows in the low 20’s. Sunday,
sunny with highs in the upper 40’s
with lows in the low 30’s. Mostly
sunny on Monday with highs in the
upper 50’s and lows in the upper
30’s. Tuesday, mostly sunny with
highs in the low 60’s and lows in the
mid-30’s. Mostly cloudy on Wednes-
day with highs in the mid-50’s and
lows in the mid-30’s. We’ll start see-
ing daylight on March 7th at 11
hours and 31 minutes. Daylight Sav-
ing Time (debatable) begins on
March 10th, so set those clocks
ahead. The daylight increases at two
seconds over three minutes on the
12th. The normal high for March
12th is 37 and the normal low is 21.
In case they fall off a chair eating
while changing their clocks, the scurs
have retained the services of Jackie
Chiles. DST is outrageous, egre-
gious, preposterous.

Last week’s warm dry weather
had farmers starting to stir. There
were rumors of small grain and other
early spring crops going in and an-
hydrous ammonia being applied.
Fields are in exceptional condition
for any fieldwork necessary. Most
are starting to get equipment ready to
go if they haven’t already. Still some
taking out brush in fence lines, un-
heard of for most years. Our Feb-
ruary precip was well below normal
with only .43” of liquid equivalent
falling in town and .36” at the ranch.
February snowfall was 3.3” and 2.9”
respectively. The SROC at Waseca
fared only slightly better with .52 of
liquid equivalent and 3.6” of snow.
The normal February precip for the
SROC is 1.2” with 10.8” of snow.
We have received right at 12” of
snow in New Richland since October
and 13” at the ranch. At the SROC,
total snowfall so far this winter is
11.3”. Normal snowfall for the
winter season at the SROC is 52.3”.

Before people start jumping off
grain bins, remember we have signif-
icant moisture in the ground from
after the crop was mature in mid-
September and October. Also recall
we had some substantial precipita-
tion that fell as rain in December.
Plus, any of the small amounts of
precip we’ve had haven’t run off.
We’re not long on moisture, but
there’s no reason to perform recre-
ational tillage and risk losing the
moisture we have. I’ll echo Tom
Hoverstad’s sentiments that with
most soils thawed already, we’re in a
good position to take advantage of
any precip that falls until planting
time. Even as dry as many believe it
to be, several inches of rain followed
by cooler temps could slow planting
progress significantly in many areas.
And, after surveying the shaded
north side of our building site Mon-
day, the frost has recently come out.
It was very muddy there yet. Plenty
of time. No need to be in a hurry yet.
Best do it once and do it right.

It’s more fun for a while observing
the positive things happening any-
way. Poplar buds enlarged over the
weekend. Without rain, the silver

maple is dripping sap. leaving a
sticky, smeary mess on the south
windows of the house with all the
wind. The daffodils on the south side
of the house were up about 4” back
on February 27th. The low that night
was predicted to be cold, so I duti-
fully covered them with several large
upside-down flowerpots. It was -2 at
chore time the next morning. I was
rewarded when removing the flow-
erpots the following afternoon. The
daffodils escaped the cold unscathed.
That and they’re loaded with flower
buds. I also noticed a few of the rad-
ishes I planted back on January 31st
were starting to emerge. Worm cast-
ings were noted by the barn on
March 3rd, so they must think it’s
spring too. Robins have been
frequenting the yard since then.
Ewes are grazing in the pasture like
it’s mid-May. After Sunday’s windy
conditions, the ice is out on St. Olaf
Lake. Beaver Lake was similar with
a tiny amount of ice still on the
southeast side.

Following Sunday’s record high
temperature, figured a reconnais-
sance mission was in order to assess
the pussy willow progress. It was so
windy Sunday it would’ve been un-
pleasant and possibly dangerous if
there were any sparks, or some dry
vegetation became lodged where it
could ignite. Of course, getting the
Gator out after it had been shoe-
horned into a tight spot was a chal-
lenge, but by gum you have to know
these things! I got down to the wet-
land after chores around dusk. Even
in the low light I could see my timing
was about perfect. Some of the cat-
kins were just emerging nicely where
the bushes weren’t shaded. There
was plenty of time, I thought as I
picked a dozen or so twigs. A rooster
pheasant nearly scared the bejeepers
out of me after the sun set when I fin-
ished. I jumped in the Gator and
pulled for home. A nice way to ex-
hale after a busy day.

Lambing continues to grind away.
18 ewes have come in and 11 left to
go. Looks like they’ll be coming in
sorta sputtery fashion as the month
rolls on. We’ve been fortunate with
the weather and have had good suc-
cess. Most of the mothers have taken
exceptional care of their lambs too
with one exception. She simply
hated one of her twins. He was a nice
lamb, so we tried to hang onto her for
a few weeks to allow him to nurse,
hoping the light bulb would finally
come on. Normally with our flock
it’s worked that way. Step out of line
and, unless you’re a main cog in the
machine, there’s an all-expenses paid
trip to market when they don’t pull
their weight. They can be replaced.

Poppy won’t be going anywhere
anytime soon. She has a whole house
full of toys. She plays with all of
them, two or sometimes even three
at a time. Never know when she’ll
trot around with a ball or a kong, a
binky stuck on her nose or a ring
over her head. The worst thing is she
leaves toys scattered all over, so it
can be like walking through a field
of land mines in the dark. She also
continues to enjoy her people, this
last weekend with one of her 4-H
families. She also has groupies as
I’ve come to find out. Sounds like
there’s the promise of more visitors
as word gets out we have a few bottle
lambs to feed. Doesn’t matter. Once
the bottle feeding is done, there is al-
ways plenty of time to play with
Poppy. She’ll make sure of it.

See you next week...real good

Music is vital for everyone
o WWhatever §39° Your Wafl

New standards were put in place
last year for public schools that all
middle school students receive music
education of some sort. That means
every kid gets at least a quarter of
music, perhaps in addition to being
in band and/or choir.

And the grumbling has ensued.

As we enter Music in Our Schools
month in March, it’s important to
note why music is so very important.

Many people enjoyed the halftime
show of the Super Bowl, with Usher
headlining. I’ll grudgingly admit it
was a good show, though Usher isn’t
someone who usually flips my waf-
fle. Those who didn’t enjoy it imme-
diately had other ideas of who they’d
rather see. (Weird Al, anyone?)

The important thing is THEY
WANT TO HEAR MUSIC.

I still have one of my favorite
piano books. My parents bought it
for a quarter at a garage sale. I don’t
remember what it’s called because
the covers are long since torn off
through frequent use. I still pull it out
to play songs from time to time. The
first song I learned in there was “The
Entertainer” by Scott Joplin.

Years later, that same song was
played repeatedly by Anton as he
learned piano. Yes, it got a bit redun-
dant, but I reminded myself that he
was enjoying his musical experience.
It’s likely that both he and I can still
play it mostly from memory based
on how often we’ve tickled the
ivories with the melody.

Michelle and I decided we wanted
to have both kids learn piano above
any other activities. Sports are great,
and Anton loved theater as well, but

by Mark Domeier
Contributing Writer

music is something that lasts a life-
time. And this is why it’s so vital to
have it be part of every child’s life.

Not everyone is destined to play
an instrument, though I think they
should all try. Everyone CAN sing.
Okay, not well, but I also think you
can improve through practice. I don’t
think I’'m great, but I’'m better than I
used to be through practice.

Don’t grumble about “having” to
take music. Embrace the chance to
understand the basics of the one lan-
guage that ALL people understand.

I also listen to kids talk about
wanting to quit band or choir. I im-
plore them not to do that. I know that
elective classes are limited in high
school, but the musical opportunities
extend beyond the classroom. Pep
band was (and is) my favorite thing
to do as part of my high school band
class.

And you can take music with you
if you choose to go to college. Wi-
nona State has a Thursday night band
that plays with the regular band.
When they’re all together for a con-
cert, there are about 100 students on
the stage and it’s magnificent. MSU-
Mankato has the Maverick Machine,
the group that plays for sporting
events. They number upwards of 200
student musicians and really rock the

house.

Both groups got to perform at the
Minnesota Music Educators Associ-
ation conference a couple weeks ago.
That meant both my kids were in
Minneapolis continuing their love af-
fair with music. Jayna is working on
her degree to become a band director
and spends the majority of her time
in the Performing Arts Center in Wi-
nona. Anton plays with the Machine
and has been named one of the drum
majors for this year.

Beyond the pride Michelle and I
have for how involved our kids have
stayed with music, I’m continually
struck by the camaraderie shown
among musicians on both campuses.
Band is family and will be with you
through the highs and lows. There is
certainly a measure of ego when you
are really good at playing or singing,
but the sound created by the entire
band is usually what resonates long
after a performance is done.

I 'love the feeling I get when I nail
those high notes on my trumpet or
get the fingering right on a difficult
piano piece. I love hearing the rest of
the polka band I'm with really hit our
stride, and hearing a church congre-
gation sing loudly is gratifying. And
I wonder how many people are mis-
sing out on those feelings.

Occasionally, I’ll step in to sub for
band since the junior high meets dur-
ing my prep time. It’s so much fun to
wave the baton and talk to kids about
how to improve the song they’re
playing. The first time I do it in any
given year, the kids are amazed. “But
you’re an English teacher!” Yes, but
music is so important, and I love to
share my knowledge of it with
others. As I mentioned earlier, it’s a
whole language unto itself, and once
you speak that language, you’ll never
forget it.

Studies show that music helps
people  with  dementia  and
Alzheimer’s. It’s often music that
will bring people back to their lost
memories or even into the present.
You might remember the song from
your high school prom or your wed-
ding. When they say you’ll never for-
get it, with music, that’s likely true.

Encourage your children and
grandchildren to try band and/or
choir and then to stick with it. My
kids weren’t always enamored with
everything they had to do with band,
but they’ll tell you how grateful they
are that we had them take piano les-
sons. Jayna has found a career and
Anton has found his people in col-
lege through the magic of music.

Rock on!

Word of the Week: This week’s
word is bunkum, which means non-
sense, as in, “The kids thought it was
bunkum that they had to take music
class until they saw how much it re-
lated to their lives.” Impress your
friends and confuse your enemies!

Long standing traditions for the month of March

In like a lamb out like a lion: that’s
the long-standing formula for the
“transitional” month of March.

This year the month entered like a
lamb with the overnight temperature
from February 29 to March 1 staying
above freezing. At this point in time,
the old worn-out theory is half true.
Easter falls on Sunday, March 31: it
would make a real mess of things if
that day, of all days, brought storms.
(I can remember eating one or two
Easter Sunday evening meals early
to be sure we got home before a fore-
casted blizzard.)

(Yes, it did hit, but not as bad as
the forecast.)

How ready are you for Daylight
Savings on Sunday, March 10? As of
last year, Genie and I have only
goofed once in setting the clock. We
arrived at church on time only to find
out we were an hour late!!

Lena baked a great birthday cake
for Ole on his twenty-first birthday
with 84 candles. How could Lena be
mathematically correct?

Make a fellow veteran happy on
his birthday. Send him a birthday

FACT OR FICTION

...you decide

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus
copyright © 2023 by Bob Hanson

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

card for his birthday of 102 great
years on March 12, 2024. The Min-
nesota American Legion is also re-
questing you do this. Send birthday
card to:

Lupe Gasca

1009 Fairlane Terrace

Albert Lea, MN 56007-3557

Maybe I can help you remember
some of your winter memories by
telling some of mine.

A. Being towed behind a pickup
truck while the truck was on the road
and I was on cross country skis in the
ditch.

B. Being towed behind a pickup
truck while the truck was in an al-
falfa field and I was on a toboggan.

C. Being towed behind a pickup

truck while the truck was on St. Olaf
Lake and I was on ice skates.

D. Cross country skiing both
uphill and downbhill for miles.

E. Crappie fishing after dark using
candles to see while in a very rustic
fish house on St. Olaf Lake.

F. Ice fishing on St. Olaf Lake
when a muskrat swam up through the
hole I was fishing in.

G. There was so much snow, I dug
a tunnel through a snowbank to get
into the front door of our house. I
have a picture of Genie and me as we
bent over to get through the snow-
bank and into our house.

H. An old car attached to a log
chain on the ice at Beaver Lake. You
bought a chance to guess when the

car would break through the melting
ice and sink. The prize was between
$300 and $500. I bought chances but
never won!!

I. Mile after mile of telephone
poles either broken or bent over after
a winter snow-ice storm.

J. The snow-ice storm that shut Al-
bert Lea down for days. Causes for
the shut-down were that the electric-
ity was out; use of generators was
limited because only one gas station
was open, and would sell no more
than 5 gallons per sale.

K. Genie's best winter story: As a
student nurse at Naeve Hospital in
Albert Lea on Easter Sunday morn-
ing, all the students were awakened
to staff the hospital that day and
night as a blizzard shut down all traf-
fic.

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children,
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it,
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There
is always room for God.

then.
NRHEG W'}

arn: Eagle

SERVING THE NEW RICHLAND-HARTLAND-ELLENDALE-GENEVAAREA

and the communities of Waseca, Otisco, Hope, Clarks Grove, Matawan, Freeborn and Waldorf

PHONE: 507-463-8112

FAX: 507-463-0504, email: steagle@hickorytech.net, USPS No. 382-040,
Address: 128 North Broadway, PO Box 248, New Richland, MN 56072

| DEADLINES: STAR EAGLE: Noon Monday, LINK: Friday |

Publisher Eli Lutgens, Staff: Al Batt, Bob Hanson, Mark Bernard, Mark Domeier, Dick Herfin-
dahl, Barb Mrotz, Brandon Schlaak, Brenda Dokken, Deb Bently, Jessica Lutgens, Chris Schlaak,
Michael Roy, Barb Finseth, Melanie Piltingsrud, Reed Waller, Amelia Roessler, Tristan Jensen

ol

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $57 local counties, $67, MN e $77 Outside MN

Published every Thursday by EJL Publications, Inc., and Periodical Postage paid at the
Post Office at New Richland, Minnesota 56072. Entire contents copyright © 2024 EJL
Publications, Inc. and respective authors. Opinions expressed in editorials or letters to
the editor are those of the individual authors, and do not necessarily represent those of
the Star Eagle or EJL Publications, Inc. Letters may be edited for content or length. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to P.O. Box 248, New Richland, MN 56072-0248

I’'m really glad | was running late...

I’m sitting here working late at
night on the paper, Monday evening.
As I’'m writing headlines, I pause at
Al Batt’s. Choosing headlines, espe-
cially for opinion pieces like col-
umns, is a balancing act. In a few
words I have to attract attention to
the piece while also reflecting the
writer’s intent. There is no “right
way” to do it-only the “way” that
suits the moment. Perhaps it is the
character of Al Batt’s writing, per-
haps it is the lateness of the hour or
the length of the day, but I find my-
self thinking back to a time when I
was new to the task and when it cost
me much more effort.

Those first days, now more than
seven years in the past, [ spent oh, so
much time, struggle and concentra-
tion on each of those headlines. I
look back fondly on those times. It's
pleasant to recognize how much I’ve
learned, and to sympathize with that
beginner who worked so hard at
something which—from my present
perspective—was not as earth-shatter-
ing as he believed. The day-to-day
concerns which seem like mountains
are often only really molehills; the
worries of any given time period
meld together into a much larger pic-
ture, and so, individually, have very
little impact on our future.

Monday I interviewed my aunt,
Julie Arnold, who recently became
the owner of the Willows restaurant
in New Richland after being one of
its employees for most of two dec-

Juet a Thought...

by Eli Lutgens

ades.

Despite patronizing the Willows
nearly all my life, I didn’t know she
was my aunt. But, to give me credit,
she didn’t start dating my uncle John
Arnold until 2014 and didn’t marry
him until years later.

Julie was nervous during the inter-
view. She felt, as she puts it, “out of
her element.”

I thought it went great. We spent
almost two hours together talking
about her life, the Willows, and plans
for the present and future.

Last week I forgot about an ap-
pointment until she stepped into the
office. 1 quickly put together the
papers for said person. (Grand Mar-
shall recommendations from readers
for Farm and City Days in New
Richland).

I told Jennifer Weber, who stopped
over to get the nominations, whom I
felt should be considered. All the in-
dividuals I mentioned are worthy and
of an older age.

One of the nominations was Dar-
lene Abraham.

And who else would walk into my
office moments after Jennifer Weber
left, but none other than Darlene her-
self.

She made my day with the nice
words she shared.

We spoke for a few minutes and |
mentioned the paper wanted to write
about her.

“What would you have to write
about me?” she asked.

Darlene has lived in New Richland
nearly all of her life.

She told me how as a little girl she
had dreams of moving away, (in my
words) to the big city lights. But she
came home.

“Living here is a blessing,” she
said.

She told me about her mom, who
lost four family members to pneu-
monia, in 1936, all while she was
pregnant with Darlene. Later she said
gave credit to her good upbringing,
to God, and her mom.

I told her we need more of that in
the world. And that was what [ would
want reflected in her story.

Stories like that make me feel
good. And those are stories [ want to
give ink to.

Yes, we also report the news, but
if we can share valuable lessons,
learned over a lifetime, with our
readers— that is priceless.

Before 1 forget, or put it off
another week, Darren Wagner
stopped into my office last month. I
had not seen Darren since [ was a lit-
tle kid and did not recognize him at
first. Right away I had the feeling I
knew who he was, as often happens
in the newspaper’s office.

We got to talking. I wish he had
stayed the entire day, but he settled
for about a half hour.

He told me about how he met his
wife Jane. They were together nearly
their entire lives from 8th grade. The
teacher put Darren and Jane next to
each other in class because, accord-
ing to the teacher, Darin was quiet,
so maybe he would rub off on Jane.
Little did he know, she rubbed off on
him.

The rest is history.

Jane was a stay-at-home mom and
Darren said that was the best deci-
sion they ever made as a couple.
“Look at how our kids turned out,”
Darren told me.

I couldn’t agree more.

I’m really grateful I was running
late that morning. If I had left on
time, or even five minutes sooner, |
would have been out the door.
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Compostings

by Al Batt

International catastrophes
while on a slow moving train

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
I left my job today. I couldn’t
work for my boss after what he
said to me.
What did he say?
He said, "You’re fired."

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. I
didn’t see the groundhog on Feb. 2
and I missed seeing the Super
Bowl. All I know is Taylor Swift
kicked a field goal to win it. It’s the
neither season—neither winter nor
spring. Spring is just around the
corner, but it might not be the cor-
ner our mothers want us hanging
around. The weather has been
quirky. A muttering visitor was like
cranky wind chimes as the wind
howled about him. He suffered
from paralyzing weather vagaries
as our incredibly gentle winter
temperature dropped 70 degrees in
36 hours and brought snow with it.
I’d received a phone call from a
wonderful couple who live in New
Jersey that I’d met 30 years ago in
Des Moines when we shared a
ride. We didn’t talk about the
weather. It was a most pleasant in-
terlude.

I talked to a fellow at church.
He was wearing Hey Dude shoes.
His wife said he got them because
their grandson looked good wea-
ring them. I got those shoes be-
cause I wanted to be as cool as a
grandson. They’re lightweight, the
same weight as air. As far as mak-
ing me look cool, they’re not
working. I heard from an old friend
who lives near the Canadian bor-
der. I shared a room with him dur-
ing a conference where I learned
he was a world-class snorer sawing
invisible logs in his sleep. I put bits
of Kleenex in my ears, but the
snoring shredded the paper. [ wish
I’d had those Hey Dudes then. I’d
have stuck them in my ears.

Years ago, my wife and I took
my mother and Aunt Ingeborg on
a dinner train. The meal had seven
courses and the train was slow-
moving to give us time to eat.
What international catastrophe
could occur when a server drops a
platter? The downfall of turkey, the
overthrow of grease and the de-
struction of china. In this case, a
platter of alcoholic drinks fell upon
my mother and Ingeborg—two
strict teetotalers. My mother
laughed. Ingeborg huffed. Life
moved to where my wife and I sat
in the same seats at every one of
our granddaughter Joey’s college

basketball home games. A former
teacher of ours and her friends ar-
rive before us and save our seats,
which aren’t on the floor. They are
up high. Their ours. They fit us and
we’ve learned to appreciate those
who gather with us—friends,
family and fans. And Joey knew
where to find us.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

The umbrella was going to be
called a brella, but the inventor
paused.

Is my cloak of invisibility work-
ing? Do I make myself clear?

I’m doing lunges to stay in
shape. That’s a big step forward.

Mr. Rogers didn’t adequately
prepare me for the people in my
neighborhood.

What do you call a broken can
opener? A can’t opener.

What word becomes shorter
when you add two letters? Short.

The man fell down the wall be-
cause he couldn’t see that well.

NATURE NOTES

March is named for the Roman
god of war, Mars. March brings the
vernal equinox and daylight saving
time. Dec. 1 is the start of meteor-
ological winter, which makes
March 1 the beginning of meteor-
ological spring, June 1 introduces
summer and Sept. 1 brings fall.
Blizzards were once common at
the time of the March basketball
tournaments. I hope March has
gotten over that. No month has an
exclusive on bad weather.

My wife has been feeding her
Peeps habit. She prefers the Peeps
candy confections made of a soft
marshmallow rolled in colored
sugar in either yellow, pink, blue,
lavender or green and shaped like
baby chickens. I don’t eat them,
but I’'m fond of saying, “Oh, for
Peeps’ sake.”

Me, I feed the birds. That joyful
task brought two quotes to my
mind. “If you can hear the birds
singing, you’re in the right place,”
by Benny Bellamacina and “I
don’t feed the birds because they
need me; I feed the birds because |
need them,” by Kathi Hutton.

I watched a red-tailed hawk
mantling prey. Mantling involves
the hawk spreading its wings and
covering its prey to hide it from the
eyes of other animals. This hawk
was giving a dirty look at several
crows standing nearby as if they
were jackals at a lion kill.

MEETING ADJOURNED
Spread kindness like wild-
flowers.

Ve
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DECA students to compete at state

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

Of its 14 members, the
NRHEG DECA club is sending
11 competitors to state-level com-
petition from March 10 to 12 at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Min-
neapolis.

The DECA organization en-
courages high school participants
to build skills related to business
and professional settings in cate-
gories that emphasize team deci-
sion making, personal financial
literacy, marketing and sales.

The three-person team of Hal-
lie Schultz, Isabel Stadheim and
Levin Kitzer took third in district
competition in January to ad-
vance to state. Schultz describes
the group’s project as having
begun with a 10-page document
produced by the team summariz-
ing a theoretical fundraising
event. With the basic parameters
described in the paper, team
members were then asked to re-
spond orally to judges’ questions
regarding the “strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities and threats”
associated with their plan.

Tayler Schmidt participates in
an individual event in which
competitors are presented with a
scenario, given 10 minutes to
consider a solution, and then
spend 10 minutes presenting and
explaining the solution. Central to
the scoring criteria in her event,
she says, is the ability to come ac-
ross with confidence and personal
bearing.

All competitors at the district
competition also took part in the
“job interview” category which is
just what it sounds like: Partici-
pants were asked to name a job
and then took part in a practice in-
terview. Here, too, team members
said, the focus was on presenting
oneself as being professional and
reliable.

Team members qualifying for
state competition are Chloe Stork,
Chloe Riewer, Keira Lenort,
Levin Kitzer, Hallie Schultz, Isa-
bel Stadheim, Kyera Eustice,
Parker Bunn, and Harbor Crom-
well; a number of them are in ad-

NRHEG DECA team members
vancing in more than one cate-
gory.

“I'm really proud of our

group,” commented Schultz, ex-
plaining that many of the individ-
uals and teams participants
competed against have dedicated
daily time to work on business
and professional skills, and on the
various documents and plans
needed for competition.

Other team members stated
they enjoy participating in DECA
because of the opportunities for
networking and sharing ideas.
“It’s a fun group of people,” com-
mented Kyera Eustice. “I defi-

nitely encourage other people
from our school to get involved.”

Schultz mentioned that, during
district competition in January, it
happened that a convention of ar-
chitectural professionals was oc-
curring in the same hotel. With
architecture as her intended ca-
reer field, she said, it was not only
an amazing coincidence, but an
excellent opportunity for her to
learn more about the field.

Said Schmidt, “Yes, we’re
there to do our best. But the focus
isn’t on the competition; it’s more
about the experiences and the
chance to grow our own skills.”

m Willows
from Page 1

ture.”

Arnold first got her start in the
food industry in the late '80s at
McNamara's Pub and Grill in Fari-
bault. She quickly rose from server
to bartender to bar manager before
leaving. She recalls holding nearly
every job there is in the restaurant
businesses, a career she says spans
25 years, broken apart only by her
time as a stay-at-home mom.

Her children, Arnold stresses, are
the most important element in her
life.

The first person she consulted
when deciding whether owning the
restaurant would be desirable was
her youngest son Chris and her hus-
band John Arnold.

“I wanted John’s support because
this job has long hours,” Arnold said.

“Chris, he’s the full-time cook,”
Arnold said. “And I can teach him
the rest of the businesses over the
coming years... In five to ten years,
he can take over.”

Chris, a 2021 NRHEG graduate,
has worked for the Willows since he
was 14 years old. His brother Nathan
also helps out with various roles.
“Nathan is our fix-it guy,” Arnold
said. “He’s our maintenance man, al-
ways willing to help however he
can.”

Asked if she had any plans for
change, Arnold said no.

“Nothing huge, nothing dramatic,”
she commented.

A new sign and logo as well as an
updated back deck are the only
things Arnold plans to do over the
coming months.

“We’re in the same boat as Travis.
If it’s not broken, don’t fix it,” Ar-

LERBERG’S

CAR WASH
& COIN
LAUNDRY

Full line of cardio, free
weights, power racks,
dumbbells, barbells, &
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

FITNESS
CENTER
& TANNING

507-684-2471
118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

"I always remind everyone | only live
a mile up the road. | can be here in

five minutes.”

—Owner Julie Arnold

nold explained. “I get told, ‘Okay,
whatever you do, don’t get rid of this
(menu item)... Because that’s why I
come here.”’

The Willows’ hours will remain
similar to what they were.

Sundays: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Mondays: Closed

Tuesday-Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10
p.m.

Bar hours subject to change.

Arnold said she hopes to put to-
gether some type of celebration in
the coming months, nothing anytime
soon, however. In the meantime she
plans to continue enjoying her favor-
ite aspect of the job, social inter-

action.

As a first-time business owner and
one who built her skills from the
ground up, she enjoys the opportu-
nity to encourage members of the
youthful community members who
apply with her for their first-ever
jobs.

“I tell them nobody’s perfect. Mis-
takes are going to be made. It’s noth-
ing to be scared of. It might be a little
scary at first... This too shall pass.

“The biggest hurdle is figuring out
where everything is,” Arnold added.
“And I always remind everyone, [
only live a mile up the road. I can be
here in five minutes.”

Ellendale, MN

RUSS NELSON
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Electric Motor Repair
and Replacement

601 Dutton Drive
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Today, Darlene has three grand-
children and one recently born
great-grandchild. She also has
nieces and nephews, and their fam-
ilies. Darlene's love for her family
— both close and distant — echo in
the photos that adorn her home and
the passion in her voice when she
speaks of the beauty of family.

Growing up in the 1940s was
different from today, Darlene em-
phasized. The first house she re-
members living in had no
electricity or running water. Dar-
lene and her siblings and friends
always had something to do —
whether work around the house,
making and playing with home-
made toys, or taking in free shows
and entertainment. Her family did-
n't have much money, but Darlene
says as kids they hardly knew that.
Life was slower, and had less
stress, she says. “That's not to say,”
she emphasized, “that it was easy;
our parents worked from morn
until night, and us kids had jobs
around the house too.” She de-
scribes her mother as a “super-
woman,” who was not only a
fastidious homemaker, but also
worked outside the home while
raising her children to be the best
people they could be. She recalls
doctors making prompt housecalls
when she was young, and when
her own children were young as
well. “Now you can't even get in
when you want to,” she comments.

As a child, Darlene attended two
different country schools; both
were one-room, mixed-age set-
tings usually taught by a single
teacher. For the first years of her
education, Darlene attended the
country school in Lemond. When
she was approaching seventh
grade, a rezoning meant she had to
change to an area school just over
the Steele County line. Then, dur-
ing her seventh-grade year, her
family moved to Bath. She at-
tended New Richland High
School, which she says was a dra-
matic change for her.

While attending high school,
Darlene worked as a dishwasher
and occasionally waited tables at
the Horn Inn. The family that ran
the inn treated her like one of their
own, she says, and she looks back
fondly on her time there. It was
also at the Horn Inn that Darlene
met Clarence Abraham. Following
high school, she spent six months
attending commercial college [an
earlier name for “trade school”] in
Mankato while working as a nanny
to pay her way. Darlene lived in
Austin for a short time, during
which she was a secretary at Hor-
mel. Until she married Clarence,
Darlene lived in Austin in a board-
ing house with three other girls.

After returning to New Rich-
land, Darlene spent decades work-
ing at Abraham's Store — located
where Wagner's now stands. The
store was all family-run, with the
primary people Darlene worked
alongside being Clarence, his
brother Floyd and Floyd's wife,
and the three “single girls” from
the Abraham family - Elvina,
Rosy, and Vivian. Darlene worked
the meats section of the store
alongside her husband. Clarence,
she recalls, was well-known for his
quality meats and his service to the
customers. Often in the summer,
she also recalls, nephews of the
Abraham family who lived out of
state would come to stay in New
Richland and help out at the store.

Following the closure of Abra-
ham's Store, Darlene spent four
and a half years working as a para-
professional educator. She then
spent time taking care of her young
grandkids before spending a year

"We went to
Hartland like
people now fly
to New Zeo-

land.”
— Darlene Abraham

working in a shoe store in the
Medford Outlet, followed by thir-
teen years at Kristy's Boutique.
Darlene was 65 when she began
working at the boutique, and re-
calls being surprised that she was
wanted there, but she fostered a
love of fashion and considers the
time she spent at the boutique until
her retirement to be a special time
in her life.

Darlene has rarely traveled far.
“We went to Hartland like people
now fly to New Zealand,” she said
lightly, but she does recall feeling
blessed when she and her family
got a chance to visit her brother
Roger, who was in the service at
the time, in Hawaii.

“I was directed to be here, even
though I wanted to get away,” Dar-
lene claims, explaining she means
“Directed by God.” Darlene has a
strong faith and has been an active
member of several churches over
her lifetime. As a child, she at-
tended the Pontippidan church.
She had her confirmation in Le-
Seuer, then began attending Trinity
Lutheran Church in New Richland.
She stayed active there with var-
ious groups for adults, children,
and families over the years. It was
Trinity Luthern where her children
were raised and confirmed; Dar-
lene emphasized how special the
church community is to her and
her family. Now, she says, she has
slowed down and is less active, but
still attends. Her faith in God is
something she returns to re-
peatedly, emphasizing how blessed
she feels in her life. “It's all bless-
ings, mixed in with a few pitfalls,”
she recalls. She describes life as a
merry-go-round, with its ups and
downs. Thinking over something
she recently read, she asked her-
self, “Would I do it all over again?
I think I would.” In her life, Dar-
lene has experienced many losses,
but she always returns to how
blessed she feels. “What could be
better than to be around people
who care?” she asks. She also re-
flects on the way people remember
small kindnesses throughout their
life — a teacher writing in a year-
book, friendly supports, and so on.

Darlene has a deep appreciation
for natural beauty — talking about
the recent full moon with awe in
her voice, and trips to Lake Super-
ior with Dennis when he was in the
Boy Scouts. She and Clarence
used to golf and bowl, she ex-
plains. Now her favorite things to
do are crosswords, going for
walks, and driving, adding, “Oh,
watch out for me in a red car!”

Darlene says there have been
many defining moments in her life.
All the highlights, she says, come
from her family. Probably the most
impactful moment on her life was
her marriage to Clarence. “I
wouldn't be here otherwise,” she
said, referring to the life she's built
in New Richland. Her advice to
young people is to find an occupa-
tion that suits them. “Working has
been so rewarding,” she explained,
“if you like your work. And the
people you'll meet!”

To close, Darlene asked to say a
few words to the people in her life.
“Anyone that I've hurt in any
way,” she said, “I want to say I'm
sorry. I'm thankful to God for this
journey. Thankful for my beautiful
family, friends, and everyone who
has touched my life in any way and
so much more.”

GWE

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL
NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

O oO@oo@oao

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING

VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

Q%gtmgd/ sunome Contaacron sacrsses

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET

GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM

(507) 202-7070

OBITUARIES

rey left NR and spent the next few
years living with her daughter Pat in
Alabama and her daughter Susie in
Phoenix. She returned to Minnesota
in 2022 to live at Colony Court in
Waseca. After celebrating her 100th
birthday at St Peters in NR, she re-
turned to live with Susie in Phoenix.

Audrey is remembered as a ded-
icated teacher leaving her mark on
hundreds of students. People who
knew her would use “Chocolate”,

“inner strength”, “integrity”, “1ntel-
ligent”, “trustworthy”, “honorable”,
“steadfast” if asked to describe her.
Audrey loved to play cards; she will
be remembered for her ability to take
a hand of poor cards and still win the
game.

Left to cherish Audrey’s life here
on earth are her daughters, Pat Page,
Susie (Jeff) Getskow; her son, Steve
(Jean) Stafford of Onamia, MN;
grandchildren, Barry DeBlieck |,
David (Jeffrey Bleam) DeBlieck,
Michelle (Dean) Anderson, Jonathan

Audrey A. Stafford

After a long and very active life,
our beloved matriarch and friend,
Audrey Ann Stafford passed away
peacefully on March 2, 2024, at 101
years old.

Born on August 4, 1922 to Agnes
(Schroeder) and Clarence Korman,
Audrey was raised in Waldorf, MN.
After graduating from Waldorf High
School and Teacher’s College, Aud-
rey taught in rural one room school-
houses until her marriage to Richard
W. “Pete” Stafford on April 5, 1945
at St Peter’s Lutheran Church in New
Richland, MN. When Pete decided
on a career in the Army, Audrey
spent the next 12 years moving
around the US with a tour in Japan.

After Pete’s early death in 1958,
Audrey with her five young children
returned to New Richland where she
taught 3rd grade for many years.
Upon retirement, Audrey continued
to live in NR while spending the
winters in Mesa, AZ. In 2017, Aud-

(Amy) Page, Jennifer (Jeremy) Bol-
ing, Joshua (Erin) Getskow, Andrew
(Sarah) Getskow, Melissa (Jon)
Dion; great grandchildren, William
DeBlieck, Audrey Boling, Alex Bol-
ing, Hazel Getskow, Cooper Dion,
Charlotte Getskow, Benjamin Gets-
kow, and Cole Dion; sisters, Edna
Wenzel and Barb Beyers.

In addition to her husband and par-
ents, Audrey was preceded in death
by her daughter, Judy (Dale) De-
Blieck; her son, Richard (Rick) Staf-
ford; brothers, Lowel Korman, Dale
Korman, Luverne Korman, Jerry
Korman, Harlan Korman; sisters,
Evelyn Holtz and Marian Wenzel.

A funeral service to honor Audrey
will be held on March 12, 2024, at
9:30 am at St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church in New Richland, MN, with
a visitation one hour prior at the
church. Pastor Scott Williams will be
officiating. The internment will take
place at Fort Snelling National Cem-
etery in Bloomington, MN.

Audrey Stafford

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made in
Audrey’s memory to St. Peter’s Lu-
theran Church 201 2nd St NW, New
Richland, MN 56072 .

pinpoint where the source of the prob-
lem is. The report was approved.

Eric Hendrickson presented the
Streets & Water report, which stated
that 33 blue cards were issued in Janu-
ary, resulting in zero shutoffs. It was
noted that a water line break occurred
on 6th St., and due to issues with the
same area in the past, Hendrickson ex-
plained that some of the pipe may need
to be replaced.

Purchase requests for J&R Water
Utility Service to exercise valves at a
cost of up to $3,480, two gate valves at
a cost of $4,930.54, and seal coating at
a cost of $8,785 were approved along
with the report.

Resolution 24-04 establishing bank

m Council

from Page 1

Chairman after 12 years, was thanked
for his service. The position has been
filled by Susie Abbott. The report was
approved.

Shell Johnson presented the People-
Service report, stating that garage door
repairs have not been done yet. The
council suggested options to move the
process along. A discussion was had re-
garding a chloride variance, and
Johnson noted that she will be taking
samples to be sent to the lab to try and
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authority was approved, along with the
hiring of four life guards at St. Olaf
Lake this year, repairs on the 2015
squad car, a contract with David Drown
at a cost of $3,000, and the admin-
istrator’s report. A representative from
Prairie Senior Cottages was present to
discuss a new event at the facility, com-
munity coffee, every Thursday from 9-
10 a.m. The public is welcome to join

residents and staff for coffee and bakery
items from Nancy Jane’s Bakery, see
the building’s recent remodel, and con-
nect with residents.

On March 8, a small get-
together/farewell party for Assistant
City Administrator Sara Jo Vulcan will
be held, as she will be leaving her posi-
tion with New Richland.

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.
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AREA FOOD SHELF OF NEW RIGHLAND
¥ MATCHING CHALLENGE! &

State Bank of New Richland would like to celebrate serving

isforsale .,
atthese
locations

CLARKS GROVE - Gopher Stop
ELLENDALE - Casey’s
Lerberg’s
GENEVA -  Geneva Bar & Grill
HARTLAND - Nielsen’s Conoco
NEW RICHLAND - Wagner Foods
Casey'’s

WASECA - Casey’s

Kwik Trip

Kwik Trip North
HOPE - Krause Feeds & Supplies

And At The Star,
Eagle Office |

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
L NN NN NN BN BN B B . .-

Example:

our community for over 125 years by matching all cash
donations made to the Area Food Shelf of New Richland
1.25X during March 2024 up to a total match of $5,000!

Support the food shelf and increase your donation's impact!

You donate $100 + SBNR matches $125 = Food Shelf receives $225!

Checks can be made payable to: Area Food Shelf of New Richland
Drop oft/mail donations to: State Bank of New Richland P.O. Box 68 New Richland, MN 56072

STATE BANK

OF NEW RICHLAND

507-465-3218 | www.sbnr.biz | Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender
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HOPING FOR BETTER — The NRHEG girls’ basketball team saw its season end with a 55-43 loss to WEM in the sub-section championship game Monday night at Minnesota State-Mankato. Above
left, Kylie Olson dribbles the basketball with the Panthers’ Camryn VanMaldeghem in the background. Above right, NRHEG captains Faith Nielsen, Hallie Schultz and Preslie Nielsen check out the
Star Eagle photos by Jim Lutgens

second-place plaque. At right, NRHEG coach Onika Peterson embraced each of her players.

Panthers

start

slow, can’t quite
catch up to WEM

NRHEG girls 2nd in sub-section

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The old adage says it's very diffi-
cult to defeat a good team three
times in one season.

It was reinforced Monday night.

The NRHEG High School girls'
basketball team, seeking its third
victory over Waterville-Elysian-
Morristown this season, was stifled
by the Bucs 55-43 in the Section
2AA South Sub-section champi-
onship at Minnesota State-Mankato.

It was a difficult end to a fine sea-
son for the Panthers, who started
slow and never did recover.

WEM led 10-1 before NRHEG hit
its first field goal about five minutes
into the game. It was 20-4 when
NRHEG coach Onika Peterson
called her second time out with 8:33
left in the first half, and it was 26-4
before the Panthers went on a run to
pull within 31-17 at halftime.

"Unfortunately, we put ourselves
into too big of a hole in the first five
minutes of the game," said Coach
Peterson. "They came out swinging,
hitting two big threes from
LaFrance, and Pelant attacked the
basket and scored three in a row. We
missed and forced up some shots.

"We had them

on their heels.”
— NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson

We were very quickly down by 12
and dominated the first half. I was
impressed with the team's heart and
grit. They came back fighting in the
second half and cut the lead to six.

The Panthers remained within
striking distance much of the second
half, pulling within 49-43 with three
minutes to play. But two NRHEG
starters fouled out and the Bucs
made their free throws down the
stretch.

"We had them on their heels," said
Peterson. "Unfortunately, fouls got
in our way. Kudos to the WEM
team. They had a great game. Good
luck to them vs. Glencoe Silver
Lake on Friday."

Individually for NRHEG vs.
WEM: Faith Nielsen 15 points, 1
rebound, 1 assist; Quinn
VanMaldeghem 6P, 9R, 5A, 3 steals;
Izley Boerner 4P, 3R, Clara

ONE OF MANY — Freshman lzley Boerner drives Monday

vd

night for the NRHEG girls’ basketball team. She’s one of many
Panther underclassmen who will return next season.

Buendorf 1P, 1R: Hallie Schultz 7P,
8R, 4A; Camryn VanMaldeghem 8P,
3R, 2S 1 blocked shot; Presley
Nielsen 2R, Kylie Olson 2P, 4R, 4A,
1S, 1B.

In their previous tournament
game, the Panthers handled St.
Clairt 62-38, leading 33-18 at half-
time.

Individually:  F.Nielsen 6P;
Q.VanMaldeghem 4P; Schultz 9P;
C.VanMaldeghem 12P; Addy
Stadheim 2P; P.Nielsen 19P; Olson
10P.

"We were able to get out to a
quick start and we were able to carry
it throughout the entire game," said
Peterson. "Preslie came out huge in
the first half, hitting four three-
pointers. This was a big team win.
We had a lot of kids stepping up
tonight. We are extremely excited to
get back to the sub-section champi-
onship game, and the fact that it is
two Gopher Conference teams is
pretty awesome."

The second-seeded Panthers fin-
ished with a record of 20-7. WEM

e e

SLOW START — Camryn VanMaldeghem goes up for a basket
Monday night for the NRHEG girls’ basketball team, which
trailed WEM 26-4 at one point in the first half.

improved to 18-7 and will face top-
seeded Glencoe-Silver Lake Friday
for the section championship and
state tournament berth.

The Panthers will graduate
seniors Schultz, Faith Nielsen,
Preslie Nielsen and Hope Nielsen.

"Thank you to this phenomenal
group of girls that I was so fortunate
to be able to coach," said Peterson.
"It was a great year! Thank you to
our four seniors Hallie, Faith,
Preslie, and Hope."

George Roesler and Annabelle Petsinger.

Roesler almost reaches medals podium at state

NRHEG’s Annabelle Petsinger sustains untimely injury; Schlaak drops two decisions

.y

'\%
o0

XCEL ENERGY CENTER ACTION — NRHEG High School wrestlers in action at last week’s state tourament at the Xcel Energy Center in St. Paul: Ryan Schlaak,

Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

NRHEG entrants in the state high school
wrestling tournament last weekend won
some matches but did not bring home any
medals from the Xcel Energy Center in St.
Paul.

George Roesler, a senior, came the closest,
finishing one win away from the medals
podium at 172 pounds. He won his first
match by fall, and reached the consolation

semifinals with another fall before absorbing
a 5-0 decision. He finished the season with a
record of 29-7.

Freshman Ryan Schlaak lost a pair of deci-
sions, 11-2 and 7-3. He finished 22-16.

Senior Annabelle Petsinger, seeking a sec-
ond straight girls' wrestling state champi-
onship, had an unfortunate end to her season,
sustaining an injury in her opening bout that

also forced her to lose by default in the
wrestlebacks. Petsinger, who will continue
her carer at Iowa Central Community
College, finished 16-3.

"It was good to see George wrestling on
day two, and it was a good first-time state
tournament experience for Ryan Schlaak,"
said NRHEG coach Shawn Larson. "It was
tough when George lost in the consolation

round. He would have medaled if he had won
one more. Annabelle ran into some misfor-
tune that she couldn't do anything about."

Larson thanked seniors Roesler and
Petsinger for all the hard work they have put
into the sport of wrestling.

“We wish them the best in their future
endeavors,” said Larson. “They’ve had out-
standing high school wrestling careers.”

NRHEG
boys seeded
eighth in
sub-section

As expected, it will be a chal-
lenge for the NRHEG High School
boys' basketball team in postseason
play.

The Panthers drew the No. 8 seed
in the south sub-section of Section
2AA, earning the right to play at
top-seeded LCWM on Tuesday,
March 5. The winner of that game
plays Tuesday at 6 p.m. at
Fairmont, with the sub-section title
game March 14 at 8 p.m. at
Minnesota State-Mankato.

Waseca is seeded No. 2, followed
by JWP, Maple Rivere, St. Clair,
WEM, Blue Earth Area and
NRHEG.

Get your
news
in the
Star Eagle

* FAX 463-0504

* e-mail steagle@
hickorytech.net
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DOWN THROUGH

148 years

190 years

) \ Sandy Walstrom
Ll Manager

Farmers Mutual Insurance Co.
Insuring our neighbors since 1876

25380 State Hwy 13 Manchester MN 56007
Phone: 507.826.3425 Fax: 507.826.3447

swalstrom@manchestermutual.com
www.manchestermutual.com

keer

BANK

keen.bank

Established 18 7 Established 1876

| 123 years 127 years

WASECA [ ==
Mon-Fri....8 AM-6 PM

7 FLORAL e T ri

Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Vo

—

Albert Lea

e

me

NI

810 N. State St.

aseco Y wasecafloral.com )
grﬂ) vinar00  [MESRoall ricimorrisos2@gmailcom AlbertLeaTribune.com
Established 1896 Established 1897

109 years

Agri Finance Group
a division of

112 years

4 \
ARCABIANA

COMMUNITY OWNED. COMMUNITY FOCUSED.

COMMERCE
BANK

ALBERT LEA 507-373-1945 HARTLAND 507-845-2233
FREEBORN 507-863-2371 www.arcadian.bank
Member FDIC

n 101 Central Ave S, Geneva, MN
507.256.7235

EQUALHOUSNG
OPPGRTUNITY.

Established 1912 Established 1915

07 years 88 years

Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative g\

- LU v L -
(= T .

147 years

[ >

UNITED STATES

POST
wreosures @ FICE

New Richland MN 56072

Established 1877

120 years

STATE BANAK

OF NEVW RICHLAND
Since 1898

465-3218

www.sbnr.biz

Member FDIC
P Deposits Insured to $250.000

Established 1898

104 years

Autfo

Value

707 S. State St. - Waseca, MN
835-3900

Established 1920

86 years

Waseca
County

History
Center

315 2nd Avenue NE, Waseca
(507) 835-7700

138 years

StarYEagle

SERVING THE NEW RICHLAND-HARTLAND-
ELLENDALE-GENEVA AREA

138 Years of Service
to Southern Minnesota

Established 1886

123 years

Hail | Fire | wWind
Replant | MPCI

B —
AMERICANA
* INSURANCE GROUP *

WeTrer Lhie “AT Tecern”

Call us Today!

507-377-2000
1450 W. Main St., Albert Lea

507-801-1100
300 N. Broadway. Wells
www.americanainsurance .com

Established 1899

104 years

: CREAMERY

9043 SW 37th Ave. = Hope, MN

507-684-2019
=
Established 1920

80 years

BaY"ieW Freebg

REMATION
QAL & C Sery,

~ 1c
v £s

—_— —==

“We can cross this bridge together ™

373-4330 ¢ 1415 Hwy. 13 N. « Albert Lea
Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939

123 years

Trusted Service.

Cooperative Value.
s

cfscoop.com

Established 1895

112 years

LERBERG’S FOODS

SLETTEN ENTERPRISES LLC

120 5TH AVE.
ELLENDALE, MN

 507-684-2472

MON-FRI 8-6:30 e SAT 8-6 « SUN ©:30-1

Established 1912

102 years

Bonnerup 0
Funeral Service g

W
FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

New Richland Albert Lea Ellendale
465-8015  373-2461 684-2881
Established 1922

8l years
LANDPROZ.COM

Ag & Rec Real Estate / Auctions / Farm Management
_JENSEN

1-507-373-5660 ¢ info@landproz.com
LandProz Real Estate, LLC, 111 East Clark St., Albert Lea, MN 56007

Broker Auctioneer Greg Jensen - MN, IA - 24-21 * Broker Auctioneer Beau Jensen -

MN, IA - 24-108 * Broker Brian Haugen - MN, SD, IA, W, IL * Broker Glen Salow - IA|
* Broker Chad Stavnes - MN * Broker Amy Willett - MO

WWW. I 2 2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna MN 55060
crysta va"ey COOP 507-451-7340 « 800-526-3514
info@ swce.coop
Established 1927 Established 1936

78 years

THOMPSON
BODY SHOPR, WG

Certified Technicians

Car lockouts & Windshield Replacement Available
Stop In or Give Us a Call
(507) 465-8228

Mitch and Mike Thompson
New Richland, MN

Established 1946

65 years

Established 1943

Established 1938 Established 1939

66 years

1 years 73 years 68 years
" MINNWEST Loy

AN, Floors g -Ul

WALDORF o “Top of the Hill”
[:nmmerciaL agricult“rala"d persu“alhanking 400pm “We have lt all! ” 302 5th Ave. ¢ Ellendale, MN
102 South Main St PH: (507) 2392166 Saturday: Closed 9352 SW 37th Ave = PO Box 86 = Hope, MN 56046 507-684-3351
0oVl ain : -
Woldor, MN 56091 FX: (507) 2392249 e &1 507-451-3043 S35 nlogmasechem
Established 1947 Established 1951 Established 1962 Established 1958

60 years ad years a9 years

Tesch Service Center 7
Family-Owned Automotive Repair r

o wheel alignments

° brake services

° suspension repairs
o towing & more!
Call us today!

62 years
FEED ° SEED ° PET FOOD

t“ Mike Bishman “NOT JUST A FARM STORE "
FARMER S 121 WEST BROADWAY P

OWATONNA, MN 55060 ;
CONDON FARM SERVICE

OLSON EXCAVATING

# GPS control drain tile installation
# Open ditch clean out

® Backhoe/dozer/skidloader

® Concrete/tree removal

BUDACH IMPLEMENT, INC.

219 NE 3td St. » New Richland

INSL NCE
“America Can Depend on Farmers”

Established 1959

Ja years

Serving Waldorf and Surrounding Communities for over 47 years

Waste 0il Pickup

and Recycling
507-420-7429

ock/gravel/dirt hauling ‘NAFA’
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN 1-507-451-0193 or Dovoritorers Wasecer E g:azgaw/s'{ud’r;:l;;{r’nfw ‘W)’ 465.3237 -—
Ca!l Us! (5[]?) 835-4610 1-800-856-9864 206 South State Street, Waseca, MN 56093 (507) 8358533 srandon Hahﬂel::mva ‘sandin i
lesChserme@medlammbh'net‘ “America Can Depend on Farmers” Holly Harguth condonf§0@7§?7?asi;.5cf)?3 shop 507-845-2440 cell 507-383-2008 www.budachlmplement.com
Established 1962 Established 1964 Established 1965 Established 1966

49 vears

PH www.phblawoffice.com
& PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, pPa

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION / ATTORNEYS AT LAW

a0 years
LOKEN

J2 Yrears

We PICK UP cars and

49 vears

. Caring and Sharing
o Since 1975

We CLEAN UP property.
We PAY for metals...

and HAUL IT ALL. mlsg_e@
@ auto parts

3695 Hoffman Drive NW
Owatonna, MN

507-451-2873

Established 1974

Excavation & Drainage. Inc:

Tiling - Backh - Ex ing
... and more!

NEeEw RICHLAND

CARE CENTER

Waseca Office | Janesville Office | Owatonna Office | Faribault Office
215EmAveE | 216 NMainSt | 150 W Park Sq | 415 2™ Ave NW
Waseca, MN Janesville, MN Owatonna, MN | Faribault, MN
507-835-5240 | 507-234-5106 | 507-451-9000 = 507-332-7425
888-835-5244 | 888-980-1210 | 866-451-9010

312 1st Street NE « New Richland, MN
(507) 465-3292

Established 1975

Your Trusted Local Law Offices for Over 50 Years

Established 1975

Used Car and Truck Parts = U-Pull and Full-Service
8-5 M-F, Closed Saturday & Sunday 12880 SW 72nd Ave., Ellendale, MN

Established 1972

Patronize Your

SLocal . Area
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cee tO Be of Service!

THE YEARS!

47 years

/(%) PIONEER

Janike deeds

Layne Janike CORTEVA'
S07-995-6627 N o

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

Established 1977

44 vears

po-ECONDM

> CFark pernard Iy

& (507) 465-3707 &
121 3rd St. NE ¢ New Richland, MN 56072

Established 1980

4] years

ALBERT
¢ LEA
\o SEED u
I 1_ Ve “—5;5'\;‘»;’ & GARDEN CENTER
wswun  8-5MHF + 8:Noon Sot
B et .507-377-2372
Established 1983

40 vears

» Waldorf
2 Welding

coT & Machine Shop

507-239-2395
(days)
507-461-0903
(nights)

403 S. Main St., Waldorf, MN

Established 1984

Al
& g .‘f

Portaple
OnSite we/eyy, Virrg
Vailabler

38 90 years

@w‘m framing
Todd Tacheny

144 W. Main St.
Owatonna, MN 55060

ph: 507 213 7641

Esmblzs/]m’ ] 986

32 vears

PERSONALIZED

PRINTING

0 SOUTH STATE STRI ESOTA 56093

A\mea-@pp intwaseca.com

Established 1992

21 years

, Doerhoefer, Miner,
= /,;,7!“ Andrl sl P Arndl P.A.
PUB

BLIC ACCOUNTANTS

nnnnnnnn
aaaaaaaaaaaa

5555555555

Since 1997

48 years

' cnscn
@ Heating, A/C,
& Plumbing

Geneva, MN
Dusty Olson,

Owner

Established 1978

44 vears

White Fox Fur
& Feather Co.

300 Main St. S. - Pemberton, MN 56078
507-869-3877
We have one of the largest

sele:
from weasels to wolves, in the

Established 1979

41 years

LERBERG’S
AR \I’AS H

24 e
Established 1983

40 vears

= TELECOTY TS YR ELEOAE 6 TRt
_-:‘{ § SEACOTYPRNEER  MESLE ORI
= -

Established 1984

37 years

Your Complete Auto Care Provider!

KECK'S™

BE REPAIR INC. %
% 5074552679 =

cccccccccc

7123 SW 82nd Ave. ® Owatonna, MN 55060
1-507-463-2679 © www.kecksrepair.com

Established 1987

29 vears

Less Than Excited About
A Trlp To The Dentist?
Relax. It's Main Street Dental.

Main Street Dental Clinics

BLOOMING PRAIRIE 507) 583-2141 OWAT( 0 * (507) 455-1000
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE 70 E Frontage Road
Pra

ROCHESTER

132 North Broadway
R h MN 5906 New Richland, MN 56072

ww

Established 1995

21 years
PAST & FRESENT 4

TINUE

1101 N. State St. * 835-4000 * Open 7 days a week!

Established 1997

45 years

C"\&Lcﬁaefson

( FUNERAL HOME

OWATONNA

Established 1979

43 years

Servfos

408 Broadway ° Hartland, MN 56042

Call Us At: 1-507-845-2100

www.ld-ag.com

Established 1981

41 years

LERBERG’S
LAUNDROMAT

ELLEN DALE, MN

Established 1983

39 years

43 years
LOGIX

. NSULATED CONCRETE FORMS

Your Local Distributor

FEAGILE
CONCRE g N D!

W\SF( A SAND & ( RAVFl INC.

507-835-5150

Established 1979

42 years

A NITTATION

FEEYHOMPSON
]

Recycling Bins

are available along with
re lar tr: rvice.

L3

507 256-4370

Established 1982

41 years

Open 10am-1am

(CCENFVA
Bar & Critt

GENEVA, MN

507-256-7278 =

Established 1983

39 years

ESTABLISHED 1988

WASECA GLASS

WASECA, MN

AUTO » COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL STOREFRONT

COLE’S -
ELECTRIC, INC. Hal

Call Us For Your Complete Electrical Needs!

RESIDENTIAL  FARM + INDUSTRIAL » COMMERCIAL

45 years

W~ * REPAIR
/ 870 32nd Ave. NW = Owatonna, MN

507-455-0388

VS ety Featuring:
‘ “ MICHELIN & B.E. GOODRICH
- Ag Tires & Truck Tire

Esmblzshm’ 1979

4] years
THE SHOP

32452 State Hwy 13
Waseca

(507) 835-7040
Established 1983

40 vears

. HOLLAND AUCTION .
& REAL ESTATE

Tracy Holland
#7405002
Ellendale, MIN

* A Professional Full Service Auction Company

;\w‘“”"'«,’l‘ * Member of State & National Auctioneer's Association NAA
59 (507) 684-2955 ]

Auctioneer
www.hollandauction.com

Established 1984

39 years

Anderson Electric
of Blue Earth, Inc.

» Farm ¢ Residential

e Commercial * Industrial
507-553-3000 » Wells

507-835-2590 7596 NW 40th St. 507.451.1387 Wsm-sz@snl « Blue Earth
1200 South State Street, Waseca MN 56093 Owatonna, MN 55060 coleselectric.com M&Wing the area since 1985
Established 1985 Established 1985 Established 1985

30 years

RIVERVIEYY/

=z

9 Holes, Rental Carts,
Watered Fairways, Driving Range

Phone 465-3516
New Richland

Established 1989

20 years

Tﬁ?\[fl‘@or[y Shop LLC

30877 State Hwy. 13

»«:"’{' Hartland, MN 56042

=" e ICAR & ASE Certified

* Collision Repair Specialists
e All Makes & Models

e Car, Truck, Heavy Truck

e Body and Refinish Warranty

Established 1993

26 years
clane £

elson Electric
Commercial - Indastrial -
Residoembil
vy B i kalzes rmaed

S7-A465-B203
el SOVT G T S 20

Established 1998

Tim CIiff

34 years

New Richland
Liquor Co.

Karl Proehl, Prop.
465-3552 ¢ New Richland

Established 1992

20 years

PITTSBURGH
r PAINTS

Dad®’s Cood Stuff
New Richland, MN
507-465-8551

Established 1994

21 years
::lvtvonli‘cll;lllaal}: e

“For All Your Auto Repair Needs”

Isaac Kofstad
Owner

246 Third Street N.E. ® New Richland, MN 56072
1-507-463-3261

Established 1998

Patronize Your

SLocal Area

32 years
Insurance from the Best!

m ROY 9@”

HOMPSON [ |

uuuuuuuuu

‘ B somon e S

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN
507-377-2852 fax 507-377-3301
troythompsonagency@gmail.com

Established 1992

21 years
Express Lube

TGl SL, Wosen, MHSG08E
a1 833161 i
Hon A B:304; e, B:30-3

Sperelzing in o, Fisndly senie, with o appoiniments. oca\ry()wnedmdopemsed Sinee ! 99

Since 1997

26 years

NEW RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION OR REMODELING
We guarant

we "Il beat any licensed contray s bid by 10

507 202- 7070

[ 435 Herbert St. N. = Waterville, MN 56096 ]

Established 1998
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It’s Been Our Pleasure

To Be of Service!

22 Years

* Fresh Meat «Qualify Produce

WAGNER FOODS

21 years

LERBERG'S %
FITNESS CENTER F&sis

21 years

JK Routh
<5 Contracting, LLC

Al vears

Your Local Dealer
Chad Johnson

21 years
BOLDUAN TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

Dennis Bolduan
10361 240th Ave « New Richland

Phone vnsasan-som  (507) 684-2471 Jesse Routh 507:383:7892 e 507-317-5417
st SnR/Sam 5PN [ lerbergsfitnesscenter.con CIREIIoDER, | o srsn st i S SO
Established 2002 Established 2003 Established 2003 Established 2003 Established 2003

21 years

21 years 20 years

18 years

20 years

e 4
Prastie '/ . AHL Jirst Impresstorns ARO,ACCOUNTING,
Sm \Ké’ = e 6y g(}m IO 7 57
Cottages Form Skl %& 1295, Brosuay Bl
= i x = f New Richland al vson@ul'oa(/(.our;tiné.n:n;m
113 SW 1st Street » New Richland, MN 56072 507 826 3463 or 507 383 4931 Lp 507_463_0800 It Hord o Stop ATrane: . l AR a
(507) 463-3565 Chris and HoIIy Dahl . IR ) ] ] 21 ,"F:m]".lm Ave, Waseca 32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland
27296 730th Avenue * Albert Lea, MN 56007 324 N Broadway + New Richland + 507-465-8376 507-391-3738 507-845-2763
Established 2003 Established 2003 Established 2004 Established 2004 Established 2006

18 years
George’s

Where family

18 years

17 years

Matawan Grain

17 years

17 years

” ‘?. (TETIT

; o
and fiiends e
1 & Feed, Inc. S I A2 07524455
Of Geneva meetfo eat! Congratulatior,ls 4-H’ers! it . :“"m —
Buy & Sell Grain * Custom Grinding * All your farm needs al iy Taale vwner
Downtown /= www.RadioLinkInternet.com e m N
Supper Club anaa Farm Oyl Ig;l;t_:ggflzgggler Brows RE I 507-417-4176 IVIRG 6 MEMORY.CARE St Carlrach i~ Tosetor e s toon « G dnbe

507-256-4501
Established 2006

17 years

Restanrant & Lownge

Established 2007

14 years

. nc
8?@80!““"‘1’|
NEW RICHEAND, MN

or 507-465-8418

=7 8162 SW 81st St Ellendale, MN.

matawangrain.col m

20820 Matawan Ave New Richland, MN

903 Calverly Court » Ellendale, MN 56026
507-684-3026 * whisperingoakplace.com

Established 2006 Established 2007

17 vears 17 years

Established 2007

16 vears

S Iiglivay 22 5 = Mapleton,
SO7-524-49090

unuroareo s aducetire.com

Established 2007

Sales, Estimmating

“"' A/ Nancy Janc's Bakery iudRa el
v I I b s New Richland, MN
GREENHOU E&FARM 465-3200 ThitInsoaldoon

[ (3§ " " '~ v ins”
A Where Country, F;esbnessBegns g

Esmb/zshm’ 2007

Established 2007

14 years 14 years

Esmélzs/?m’ 2008
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Ellendale’s Floors 4u

By RACHAEL LOVERINK
Staff Writer

From start to finish, flooring in-
stallation can be a daunting en-
deavor, but never fear: Ellendale’s
Floors 4-U is here. Allison Muilen-
berg and her father Scott Groth are
always at the helm, ready and able
to tackle that dream of yours.

"We try to help make the process
of picking out new floors a little
easier by asking some questions,
unfortunately, a lot of questions at
times," Muilenberg said.

It's those answers though, that
help Muilenberg gain a real good
sense of what the customer has in
mind. With so many options to
choose from, a little guiding light
can be a lifesaver.

"There are even times where I
will come out to your house to help
envision," Muilenberg said. "There
are so many different flooring op-
tions out there now."

Groth added, "Although we do
not stock a lot of flooring, many
times if you need something quick,
it will arrive to the store in about
five business days. Plus, there are
always new updates to all of our
flooring lines. Floors 4-U has also
added Cambria countertops and
products to our showroom!"

Their showroom also features
Mohawk carpeting and hard sur-
face flooring, Mannington hard
surface floors and Aladdin com-
mercial carpeting. Although most
of their clientele is residential, they
will gladly install for commercial
purposes.

"On the hard surface side of
things, we carry luxury vinyl plank
and tile, ceramic tile, laminate and
hardwoods," Muilenberg said.
"Most of the hard surface options
are waterproof or water resistant,
scratch resistant and durable. We
also offer window treatments by
Comfortex."

Muilenberg and Groth are glad
to offer a virtual platform for pro-
duct preview as well. The first step
is pretty easy; clients can snap a
picture of the room on their smart-
phone. Then, after an upload of the
image, flooring options can be
swapped in and out with a few taps
of the screen.

"As a family business, cus-
tomers get a personal touch," Mui-
lenberg said. "We are here to hear
what you want and assist you in
making that choice. Big box stores
don't give you ease when making
those big decisions."

Her first objective: find out what
the surrounding walls and wood-
work look like. Her motto: simple
is best.

"If you put too many different
colors and floor types together,
things look messy," she said.
"Floors 4-U is my job and my
heart; working here is not a job. It's
who I am. I am not really sure I
would know what to do without
this business."

In addition to sales, she takes
care of the bookkeeping and meas-
uring when need be. Doing so has
kept her on her toes these last 15
years, that's for sure.

"My dad is the owner of the
store and does all of our installing
with the help of Dalen," she said.
"I think that being able to work
side-by-side with family every day
shows how strong families really
can be."

And, even on the days when
they’d rather tell each other to take
a hike, she wouldn't have it any
other way. Once a family business,
always a family business.

"Before it was Floors 4-U, it was
Groth Furniture and Floor Cover-
ings, which I have been a part of
and worked for since before I
could drive a car," she said. "There
are still so many things here at the

Allison Muilenberg

round a cribbage to start the dayj, it
was time to hit the sales floor.

"These are the memories that I
have of working in a small family-
owned business," she said. "When
we were sick, we would come to
work with dad and go upstairs to
grandma and grandpa's house that
was above the store. Grandma
would check on you throughout the
day and make sure that you were
always comfortable."

The chocolate chip cookie tradi-
tion is still alive and well, just not
like clockwork as it used to be.
Muilenberg does her best, as any
mother of two would do.

"I would love to someday pass
on the business to either of my
children, if that is what they
choose," she said.

She continued, “Groth Furniture
and Floor Coverings was estab-
lished by my great-grandparents
Alice and Oscar Groth when they
moved up here from Mason City,
Iowa in 1953. They owned the
store for a few years until my
grandparents Paul and Mary Groth
took it over."

For 17 years, she got to hustle
alongside her grandparents and
then the time came to liquidate all
the furniture, beds and gift shop
items. Doing so made way for the
new business model implemented
by her father, with a sole focus on
flooring needs.

"This is when it was decided it
would be called Floors 4-U, since
we would now only be doing floor-
ing," she said. "He brought in more
types of flooring options and ideas.
Both Grandma and Grandpa were
still a part of helping out at the
store from time to time, up until
two years ago when they both
passed."

Groth explained further, "My
parents liked to sell quality furni-
ture. The decision to get out of fur-
niture and accessories was hard for
them to make. People are more
mobile today, plus the online shop-
ping. It was just a good time to get
out of furniture."

For Groth, the fact that this busi-
ness is still family-owned sets his
mind at ease. Add the fact that
quality service lives on, and he's
one happy camper.

He's also quite fond of his grand-
children, Cloe and Oliver. Yes, it's
heartwarming for both Muilenberg
and Groth to see that their younger
cohorts know their way around the
store now.

"My daughter Cloe has been
helping out here and there on jobs
with her grandpa, making mem-
ories like I got to do with
Grandma," she said. "My son
Oliver likes to help water the plants
and, in the winter time, he helps
shovel the snow."

Apart from work, Muilenberg
relishes living a rural life and keep-
ing busy with little adventures.

“With two kids who are 10 years
apart in age, we spend a lot of time
at the cabin,” she said. “We like to
be on the water, fishing, tubing and
in general just relaxing. In my free
time, I love to sing and that is
something I can do with my kids
and with my dad too. We all have
a love for music."

Going strong for five decades

Steve’s Meat
market

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

Steve and Donnavon Eaker became key holders
of Ellendale’s “Pete and Rube’s Market” on Feb.
3, 1973 and changed the name to Steve’s Meat
Market. A year later, their daughter, Rachael Lee,
named after her grandma in Bixby, was born.

Now 50 years old, Lee doesn’t look her age. She
manages the shop by answering any questions her
employees have while she keeps busy in the back
with orders. Her cheerful smile lets everyone
know about her easy-going, friendly personality.
While it could be said she was born into the busi-
ness, that is not the way she has always seen it.

While attending college, she believed she would
promote sports for a living, but decided to step in
“temporarily” when she saw her hard-working
parents needed extra help. Her perspective
changed when her father was diagnosed with
cancer. In 2006, she took up his role as an owner
and began running the business.

From the time Lee was ten years old, she
bagged groceries with Michelle, her older sister.
Back then, Steve’s Meat Market carried a wider
selection of groceries, which included fruits, vege-
tables, canned goods, and cereal. As she and her
sister grew older, they took on other responsibil-
ities like stocking the shelves and running the till.
By the time each of the sisters turned twelve, they
knew how to package meats and work on orders.

“My parents had a vision of what could work
for them,” Lee remembered. She went on to ex-
plain that, because the custom processing and
slaughtering “fell to the wayside” in the 1980s, her
parents had to decide what to do that would allow
the business to continue. “[My dad] was really
good at making sausages,” Lee added. “So in
1991, they went USDA.”

Around that time, Michelle graduated from high
school and decided she didn’t want to work at the
market anymore.

Lee said her parents worked as a team; Steve en-
visioned where his products could go, what he
could do with them, and how he could sell them;
Donnavon, Lee’s mom, sold the products. The
next year, in 1992, Lee graduated from high school
and went to college where she got a business de-
gree. While Lee’s dad prepared the meat, she pack-
aged and took care of orders with the other
employees and her mom sold the meat.

But, Lee clarified, it wasn’t just the three of
them.

“It takes everyone to work here in order to make
this work,” she said.

In the years of packaging, Lee added, the pro-
cess has changed a lot. When she started, she pack-
aged with plastic and white wrapping until about
high school when Cryovac became state of the art.
The Cryovac system sucked the air out of the bags,
enabling the meat in the packaging to stay fresher
longer.

“The role of packaging keeps changing,” Lee
noted. “Now you have more roll stock machines
where you put it into pockets and the machine
seals it as it keeps going on a rotation type of thing.
So it’s a little bit more automated.”

Steve’s Meat Market has distributors throughout
the Cities area, northern and southern Minnesota,
and in parts of Iowa. The business sells its meats
to various stores, including some branches of the
Hy-Vee brand.

“We probably try to do a little bit too much,”
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Steve’s Meat Market, in downtown Ellendale

Lee admitted. “But we choose distributors who are
a good fit for both sides.”

Her two sons, Daxter and Jared, are both heavily
involved with basketball and baseball and play on
the Pan, but both of them work at the shop, usually
during the summers. Currently, Jared is a sopho-
more and Daxter is a senior in high school.

When The Pioneer asked Lee whether she
thought either of her boys would take over the
business, she shrugged and smiled. “You never
know,” she said. “I never thought I would — I really
didn’t. I just came back to help my parents out.”

Two years ago, Lee’s mom also got cancer and
passed away, leaving Lee in charge of the busi-
ness.

“It wasn’t like a ‘Yes, this is what I’'m going to
do for the rest of my life,” but that’s what it sure
turned into,” Lee said. “The thing is, when you’re
born into a business, you’re born into a business
and that’s all you know. You just go with it.”

Throughout the 50-year history, Steve’s Meat
Market has had a wide range of accomplishments.

-In October 1975, Steve’s Meat Market started
processing venison, from a trim to a whole deer.

-In July 1976, Steve’s Meat Market attended the
thirty-seventh annual convention of the American
Association of Meat Processors in Minneapolis,
where meat processors learned more about the in-
dustry and modern equipment.

-In September 1976, Steve’s Meat Market in-
stalled a gas powered smokehouse for better hu-
midity and temperature control.

-In May 1978, Steve Eaker received the 1978
Ellendale-Geneva F.F.A. Honorary Chapter Award
at the annual banquet held at the Ellendale Com-
munity Center for his continued work in the meat
judging team.

-In May 1982, Steve and Donnavon Eaker en-
tered their smoked meat products in the product
show competition and received a reserve cham-
pion title in the miscellaneous specialties class.

-In July 1982, Steve and Donnavon Eaker were
awarded the Steele County Friend of 4-H award.

Steve’s Meat Market also received numerous
awards throughout the years:

-August/September 1986, Steve received a first
place premium for summer sausage and a second
place premium for ham at the Minnesota State
Fair.

-On August 10, 1987 — Steve received a cham-
pion award for his smoked turkey entry in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.

-In August/September 1987 — Steve received
fourth place for a bacon entry and fifth place for
his summer sausage entry at the Minnesota State
Fair.

-On August 15, 1988 — Steve received two
Grand Champions, two Reserve Grand Cham-
pions, and two Reserve Champions at the forty-
ninth annual convention of the American
Association of Meat Processors held in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico.

-August/September 1988: Steve received third
place for his ham entry at the product show com-
petition at the Minnesota State Fair.

-August/September 1989: Steve received two
first place premium awards for his summer sau-
sage and ham entries.

Throughout the years, Steve continued to win
contests and entries for his meat products.

If anyone is interested, Steve’s Meat Market is
looking for a full-time meat cutter and is willing
to train any beginners who are hired.

A community
staple since 1901

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

Lerberg’s Foods has remained a
fixed constant in the community of
Ellendale since 1901, when the city
was founded. Not only is it the old-
est grocery store in Steele County, it
is also the second oldest continu-
ously operating grocery store in the
state.

“You don’t see many stores with
the old wooden floors or the moose
hanging on the wall anymore,” said
Ross Sletten, the current owner.
“But it’s fun because we’re so close
to the interstate. People will get off
because they’re curious about El-

ing and management. Although he
worked at a few other grocery
stores, he said, Lerberg’s always
felt like home.

“I called Andy up on a whim one
day. ‘Hey, if you’re looking for
somebody, I’d be interested,’”
Sletten said, adding he was aware
that someday Lerberg would want
to sell the business.

Fortunately for Sletten, circum-
stances aligned in his favor. Andy
and Mary raised two daughters, but
neither showed interest in taking
over the grocery business.

“It’s nice to see businesses still
on Main Street here, working,”

mond milk.

Lerberg’s Foods, in downtown Ellendale

Sletten says when he first began
at the store, merchandise was deliv-
ered by a warehouse called Nash
Finch in Edina. Over time, he
switched to supplier Associated
Wholesale Grocers (AWG) in St.

needed products in stock. At that
time, people emptied stores of toilet
paper, paper products, and disinfec-
tant wipes. Because of that, Sletten
says he learned how to find a vari-
ety of sources.

Sletten realizes he is reaching a

store that show our past and our lendale. When they stop in, they’ll Sletten commented. “You go to a Cloud; the company is structured as  time to find someone who will want

present and the loved ones that we
miss."

Growing up in a house just ac-
ross the street, she had the perfect
opportunity to form a strong bond
with the former owners, her grand-
parents Paul and Mary Groth.

"It was always the highlight of
my day when I would get to talk to
them and see what the day was like
for them," she said. "You could al-
ways bank on my grandma making
cinnamon and caramel rolls for ev-
eryone that came to coffee on Sat-
urday mornings."

The aroma of freshly made
chocolate chip cookies would also
waft throughout the breakroom on
Saturday mornings. Then, after a

At home, you'll find that she has
beautiful hardwood floors dating
back to 1950 on the upper level.
On the main level, her family en-
joys carpet in the living room and
sitting room, along with ceramic
tile in the kitchen and dining room.
Soon however, she plans to add
luxury vinyl tile throughout the
main level of the house.

Clearly, she knows her flooring
stuff. So if you're ever in the mar-
ket, you know who to call.

"Without all our past and current
employees, we would not have
been in business for 17 years as
Floors 4-U or continued on for 70
years, since opening in 1953," said
Groth.

say that they grew up with a store
just like this in their town.”

Andrew Lerberg, Andy Lerberg’s
grandfather, put Lerberg’s Foods in
the location it is now because of the
railroad that ran through there back
then. It was in three generations, in-
cluding Andy - Andrew’s grandson
- and his wife Mary owned the

grocery store until Sletten took over

in 2007.

Although he’s not descended
from the line of Lerbergs, Sletten
came to feel like part of the family
after getting a job there in No-
vember of 1976 while still in high
school. After Sletten graduated, he
attended college in Mankato, where
he earned a degree in sales, market-

lot of the smaller towns and there
just isn’t anything there anymore.”

Sletten credits his loyal local cus-
tomers for keeping the grocery store
in operation. Even though most res-
idents drive to Owatonna or Albert
Lea for work, a good share of them
stop in Lerberg’s before they go
home. Their loyalty, and the sense
of community it brings, are much of
the reason Sletten claims he enjoys
coming to work every day.

“I take care of them the best I
can,” he says.

The loyalty goes both ways, it
seems. If, for instance, a customer’s
child has a dairy allergy, Sletten
says he makes sure to keep an alter-
native on hand, for example, al-

website.

items, too.

a cooperative and he’s joined it.
AWG also helps with Lerberg’s

“Joining a cooperative has helped
me be competitive and offer many
of the same products all the big box
stores offer,” Sletten said.

The only things he doesn’t have
are fresh bakery or deli items, but
he does carry fresh meat and pro-
duce, as well as an impressive gift
card selection. He has some floral

“We do the best we can with the
space we have,” Sletten observed.

During the Covid lockdown, Ler-
berg’s Foods followed all the appli-
cable regulations. Sletten recalls the
largest hurdle he faced was keeping

to take over the business. His kids
worked at Lerberg’s Foods while
they were in high school, but none
have shown interest in becoming
the new owner.

“They went on to pursue other
things and they’re doing what they
want to do,” Sletten said. “And
that’s great.”

He remains confident regarding
the store’s future.

“AWG has a department that will
come in and find somebody if |
don’t have anyone in place,” Sletten
said. “I talked with Andy Lerberg
who owned the store before I did
and he wants to see the store con-
tinue. So do I.”
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the sun as it sets in the west over the lake

It is time for some serious daydreaming

I have enjoyed the weather that we
have been experiencing so far this
winter. Unfortunately, it will not do
anything to help with the drought
that we have had the last couple of
years. Not only does it make it hard
on the farmers, but our creeks, lakes
and streams all have had to suffer. As
I have driven past areas where ponds
once thrived, I have found most are
either dried up or close to it. One of
the side effects of this is what it does
to the wildlife that existed in those
small bodies of water.

If you have ever taken an evening
drive in the country, you have no
doubt driven past a swamp or pond
and heard the many forms of wildlife
that exist therein. As the sun sets you
can be serenaded by the sound of
birds chirping as they busily prepare
for the night ahead. There are also
the sound of frogs speaking out from
somewhere in the water. You may
also hear an occasional fish jumping
or a muskrat, beaver or otter swim-
ming. While at our cabin, all of these

oy

Woods

and Water

by Dick Herfindahl
Outdoors Writer

things can be heard while sitting on
the shore of our little lake.

While awaiting the time to come
when I can return to our cabin, I,
from time to time, will sit and dream
of such things. If I close my eyes, 1
can almost hear the noises of the
evening (not to be confused with my
tinnitus) and long for the sounds of
the trumpeter swans and loons cal-
ling or of frogs making that distinct
croaking sound. I have been awoken
by a loud splashing sound, only to
discover that it is the sound that a
beaver makes when slapping its tail
on the water.

I can almost feel the evening dew
as it settles on the lily pads, bull

rushes and pencil reeds for the even-
ing. As I lay awake in bed at the
cabin, there are many sounds of birds
calling in the forest, many of which
I do not recognize. This always puts
my mind in a curious state, but some
of these I have to leave to my imagi-
nation. These are the call of certain
birds that I only hear at night. There
are occasional sounds of the wolves
calling or of a pack of coyotes that
seem to hang out across the lake. I
recognize the difference in a wolf
call, which is more of a howl, com-
pared to a coyote which is more of a
yipping sound.

Next to fishing, watching wildlife
is probably my favorite pastime

while at the cabin. Over the years, |
have had many instances where 1
have been surprised by the sudden
appearance of a bear, deer, badger or
martin. One time, while sitting by the
campfire in the evening, a deer ran
past us and surprised the heck out of
us. A few minutes later my grandson,
Taylor came up from the lake and
asked if we had seen that deer. He
said that, while coming up the hill
from the dock, a deer had run right in
front of him. It had to be the same
deer that ran past our campfire a
short time later.

Until next time: With the dry con-
ditions in the area, it has been pre-
dicted that we will be vulnerable to
wildfires. With the high winds that
seem to blow every day, the chance
for those wildfires increases. Can
somebody please unplug the fan!

Please show your support for our
troops who are deployed. These serv-
ice men and women are making that
sacrifice, so that we may have the
many freedoms that we enjoy today.

m Blaze
from Page 1

Two firefighters were treated and
released; one homeowner was also
injured. Numerous residents were
asked to evacuate their homes. The
sheriff’s office reports that no struc-
tures were damaged or destroyed.

According to information shared
by Waseca Fire Department chief
Jason Forshee during a press confer-
ence on Monday, roughly 60 workers
from the DNR, Minnesota State Fire
Marshal’s Office, the Waseca County
Sheriff’s office and Waseca fire de-
partment followed up Monday morn-
ing to “assess the area” and “cool
down any lingering hotspots.” At the
same press conference, DNR repre-

sentative Jake Froyum stated that the
cooler, damp day on Monday was
helpful in decreasing the likelihood
any smoldering spots would reignite,
but that staff would be making day-
by-day decisions regarding continu-
ing efforts at “mopping up.”

Law enforcement personnel from
Waseca and Steele counties and fire-
fighters from 11 local agencies, as
well as planes from Brainerd and
units from the state Fish and Wildlife
Service all took part in efforts to con-
trol Sunday’s fire, which encroached
“within feet” of about 12 area homes.
A small number of area farmers also
brought large-scale tilling equipment
which helped protect homes and
property by exposing bare earth over
swaths of land 50 or more feet wide.
According to Forshee, at the height
of firefighting efforts more than 20
fire trucks were on site and up to 50
water-carrying vehicles referred to as

“tankers.”

The cause of the fire remains
under investigation by the Minnesota
State Fire Marshal's Office, the
Waseca County Sheriff’s Office, the
Minnesota Department of Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR),
and the Waseca Fire Department.

Waseca fire chief Jason Forshee
said his department is grateful to “the
numerous businesses and individuals
who provided food and water” to
first responders. Sheriff Jay Dulas
shared that his office “would like to
extend heartfelt thanks to everyone
who assisted. We are thankful our
community is so supportive of our
first responders.”

A list provided by the sheriff’s of-
fice names fire departments from Ja-
nesville, Waldorf, New Richland,
Owatonna, Medford, Ellendale, Far-
ibault, Morristown, Waterville, Kil-
kenny, and Elysian as having

responded to the fire. Firefighting
support from the DNR included air
support; further assistance came
from the US. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ices.

Also providing assistance were
North Ambulance Service, Waseca
Fire Auxiliary, Waseca County Sher-
iff’s Posse, Waseca County Emer-
gency Management, Born Well
Drilling, law enforcement agencies
from the cities of Waseca and Janes-
ville, the state highway patrol, and
officers and dispatchers from the
counties of Waseca, Steele, Rice and
LeSueur.

Waseca County would like prop-
erty owners who suffered damage to
please contact the the Waseca Asses-
sor’s office: https://www.waseca-
county.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=3
47
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper; 6 p.m.
Bible Study
* *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sun-
day School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7
p.m. Council meeting (first Wednesday)
* ok %

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * *

LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota

Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting

£ * *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* ok ok

VISTA EVANGELICAL

COVENANT CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Mini-
stry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and
Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark
* * *

CROSS OF GLORY
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship

Tuesday - Council meeting (First Tues-

day)
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Confirmation
* * *
WEST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN

Hartland, Minnesota
Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First tues-
day of the month)
Quilting meets 9:00 a.m. Wednesday,
see newsletter for dates.
* *
HARTLAND EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship; Sunday
School at 9:15 a.m.
* ok %
MANCHESTER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* ok ok

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs

Friday - 10 a.m. on Ist, 3rd and 4th Fri-

days p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *

COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Dr. Kristen Venne, Pastor
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 10:30
a.m. Worship

*

VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor David Modder
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Kids

church
Check the website for additional updates
www.vibrantlifeag.com

* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor Kyle Smith
Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study; 6
p.m. Confirmation; 7-9 p.m. Youth
Group (No confirmation during
summer)
* k%
ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
Ellendale, Minnesota
Randy Cirksena, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m.
Sunday school. (No summer sunday
school)
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. beginning after
Sept. 3. Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
* k%

CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those want-
ing to listen through their car radios at
FM 90.7

* * *

EAST FREEBORN LUTHERAN
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those want-
ing to listen through their car radios at
FM 89.3

* * *
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship

* * *

HOLLANDALE REFORMED

Rev. Neal Ooms
101 East Park Avenue
Hollandale, Minnesota
Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship; 10:45
a.m. Sunday School
* *

ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
* ok ok

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN, ELCA
Meriden, Minnesota
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* ok ok

PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN
Lemond Township
Pastor Dave Klawiter
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 a.m.
Youth/Adult Study
ok ok
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday School;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* %

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC
CHURCH of LITOMYSL

Father Peter Schuster
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass with Chil-
dren’s Church; Preschool Sunday
School during Mass
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith Forma-
tion classes for grades K-Confirmation
www.litomysl.webs.com
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com

*

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Study
£ E *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Matthews, pastor
Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday School;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
PEACE UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
£ * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10 a.m. Worship (summer)
and 10:30 a.m. (winter)
* * *

THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities,
ages 12-18
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE STAR EAGLE.

STATE BANMN

- Fresh Meat -Quality Produce

OF NEW RICHLAND

Since 1898  507/465-3218

P.O. Box 68 Member
New Richland, MN 56072 FDIC

WAGNER FOODS

Phone
463-3717

Mon.-Sat., 8a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

%Bayﬂ'ew Freebory,

UNERAL
“We can cross this bridge together.”

373-4330 - 1415 Hwy. 13 N. - Albert Lea

Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939

NV ercocioey FArseca—conect ATect e cleccls

“Smoked To Perfection The Award Winning Way”
Tri-State Sweepstakes & National Grand Champion Award Winner
Ellendale, MIN 56026
Phone 507-684-2331 = Fax 507-684-3109

Y PIONEER.

= Janike Sceds

\ Caring and Sharing Since 1975

New Richland
Care Center

312 1st St. N.E. (507) 465-3292 P.O. Box 477
New Richland, MN 56072-0477
www.newrichlandcarecenter.com

Albert Lea: 507/373-2461
Ellendale: 507/684-2881
New Richland: 507/465-8015

BONN

www.bonnerupfuneralservice.com

V. Layne Janike CORTEVA"
507-995-6627 e
Yﬁyne.janike@plantpioneer.com

-FCO
AcR? ECONOAy
Mark Bernard
i ChAg
& (507) 465-3707 =X

121 3rd St. NE ¢ New Richland, MN 56072
mbernardagro@gmail.com

Thompson Sanitation

ottty
e

Frank Thompson, Owner/Operator
Roll-off Dumpsters Available

108 W. Main Street - Clarks Grove, MN
(507)256-4370

LOOKING BACK

100 Years Back - 1924

» Messrs. Fred Bettner, A. Rotegard, C.E. Christenson, Bill Sutlief and
Wm. Bauman of this place attended the 60th anniversary meeting of the
Waseca County Anti-Horse Thief Society, held at the Waverly hotel at
Waseca Saturday evening.

* E.J. Fogelberg, D.C. Brown and H.M. Woll drove to Waldorf Friday
evening where the latter officiated at a basketball game between the Wal-
dorf Consolidated school and the Pemberton Consolidated school in
which the Waldorf team was an easy winner.

* Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Shea returned Monday from Hartland where they
visited over Sunday at the Fitzgerald home. They were accompanied on
their return by Miss Nellie Fitzgerald, a sister of Mrs. Shea.

* New Richland’s Leap Year girl, Edith Mortenson, will celebrate her
second birthday at the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Mortenson,
on Friday, Feb. 29, when a party will be given for eight of her class-
mates.

* The following friends and relatives spent Sunday evening at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Grunske: Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Grunske and
daughter, Ethel; Mr. and Mrs. Art Kaiser and son, Lawrence; Mr. and
Mrs. Emil Wille and daughters, Olga and Erna; Mr. and Mrs. Rudy
Schultz and son, Roger.

e The Arthur Blowers, Leonard Hanson and Mrs. Oluf Hanson fam-
ilies were guests at the L.H. Brandvold home Saturday evening.

76 Years Back - 1948

* Raul Donoso was eliminated from the Golden Gloves boxing com-
petition after battling his way into the quarter finals. The fights took
place in Chicago where fighters from 32 cities met to crown champs in
eight weight divisions. In a fight with Jimmy Calland of Fort Wayne,
Indiana, which Donoso won on a decision, he had the misfortune to
break his left thumb.The injury caused him to default to Bob Rossi in
the quarter finals.

* Little Herbert Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. Johnson of
the Lemond neighborhood, is celebrating his first birthday Sunday, al-
though he will actually be four years old since his birthday is the 29th
of February, falling this year on Sunday.

» Art Stensrud and his brother, Herbie Stensrud of Lakefield, have
been digging in each other’s ribs for some time over their bowling pro-
wess and the thing came to a head last Sunday. Art picked a team com-
posed of Billy Bell, Glen Nelson, John Greenwood, Russell Olson and
himself and hied to Blue Earth where they met Herbie’s team. Art’s outfit
won two out of three games.

* Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Foss, Marietta and Carol and Mr. and Mrs. Sylvan
Foss of Clarks Grove motored to Hopkins Sunday and were guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Semrud. They went especially to visit the new
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Foss.

* Mr. and Mrs. Lester Walstrom and Mrs. Caroline Verplank visited
Martin Loken at the Carl Newgard home in Albert Lea a week ago
Thursday.

* Mrs. Ted Lee, Mrs. William Jacobson, Mrs. Marcus Twisselman and
Mrs. Ole Bakken spent last Wednesday at the home of Mrs. George
Johnson. They helped Mrs. Johnson observe her birthday anniversary.

50 Years Back - 1974
Several members of the New Richland-Hartland Oral Interpre-
tation class are pictured practicing for their annual Oral Interp

1N

night. They are, from left: Rich Westland, Dave Arnfelt, Gary Wal-
strom, Don Krueger, Gary Hagen, Ron Soper and Dawn Janowitz.
Others performing will be Bill Arneman, Rhonda Borchert, Ruth
Brandvold, Ruth Hagen, Scott Kormann, Sandy Nelson, Linda
Schoenrock, Susan Somage, Dave Shurson, Cindy Thompson, Scott
Urban, Pam Schumacher, and Jerry Williams.

» Sunday dinner guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Vic Kluender
were Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Schroeder, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Schroeder,
Jodi and Dan, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Rosenau and Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Traynor, Tracy and Todd. Afternoon callers were Mrs. Leona Habeck
and Mrs. Lorraine Kirkpatrick.

* Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ganiere, Larry and Brenda were Sunday dinner
guests at the Marlyn Gekeler home at Janesville in honor of Terry Ge-
keler on his seventh birthday.

* Friday evening supper guests at the Vernon Dezell home at Alden
were Mr. and Mrs. Otto Sorenson, Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Dezell and
family and Mr. and Mrs. Art Christensen of Freeborn.

25 Years Back - 1999
» The NRHEG School Board agreed to close school Thursday, Feb.
25 so that all students, faculty, and parents will have the opportunity to
cheer the Panther Wrestling Squad to a Minnesota Class 2A wrestling
title.

These four NRHEG members of the Future Leaders of America
earned Gold Awards on their Star Events at Belle Plaine, from left:
Melissa Berg, Jessie Bushlack, Amber Stohr and Tara Fricke.

u Your Local Distributor

? EAGLE
CONCRETE

NSULATED CONCRETE FORMS

pivision of WASECA SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

13113-315th Ave. » Waseca, MN 56093
507-835-5150

Also Available: Concrete pumping, rebar, ready mix concrete, landscape rock.
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BERLIN TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
& ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
BOARD OF CANVASS MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of
Berlin Township, County of Steele, State of Min-
nesota, that the Annual Election of Town Officers
and Annual Town Meeting will be held on Tuesday,
March 12, 2024. In case of inclement weather the
meeting and election may be postponed until the
third Tuesday in March.

The Election Poll hours will be open from 5 P.M. to
8 P.M. at which time the voters will elect:

ONE (1) SUPERVISOR for a 3 year term
ONE (1) CLERK for a 2 year term

The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:15 P.M. to
conduct all necessary business prescribed by law.

The Annual Election and Meeting will be held at

Summit Township
Tuesday, March 12, 2024
5pm to 8pm
Clerk
2yr Term
Vote for
One
E Andy Jewison
Write in if any
Supervisor
3yr Term
Vote for
One
|| Kevin Noble
Write in if any

the following location:

Ellendale Community Building

The Board of Canvass will meet on March 12, 2024
to certify the official election results.

Helen Schmidt

Berlin Township Clerk

February 8, 2024

Instead of the usual Tuesday.

Summit board meeting will be 7:00 PM on March 6th at the hall, due to the
presidential primary on the Sth. This board will be on a Wednesday

Residential
Lakeshore
Rural Properties
Farmland
Relocation

Kim & Marcia Berg
REALTORS® CRS, TRI

Whether Buying or Selling

CALL US TODAY!
g 907-456-0816 @

TENBER

kimberg.edinarealty.com
Edina Rwl Inc.

Royal Villa has a subsi-
dized one-bedroom apart-
ment for rent to a qualified
applicant. Call 507-463-
8515 or stop by the office
at 221 1st St NE, New
Richland for an application.

50tfc

REALTOR ®

Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties

johnsonrents.com

4

Quality Clothing
Household Items

& much more!
Must see to appreciate.

%LADY BUGHs
CONSIGNMENT SHOP

Downtown New Richland

WILLMAR ELECTRIC
is looking for a state-licensed journey-
man to join our team. Apply online
at www.willmarelectric.com/careers/
to join our team and grow with us!
Exciting opportunities for advancement!

DIRECTOR OF TEACHING
AND LEARNING
New London-Spicer Schools.
Administrative license preferred.
Deadline: March 1. For more information,
see: www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

ALASKA, EUROPE, HAWAII
plus dozens of other popular trips!
Starting at $1649 per person (double
occupancy required.) YMT Vacations
plans everything, leaving you to relax
and enjoy. Call 866/577-6646 for more
details. Use promo code YMT2024
for $250 off. Limited time only.

IS 2024 YOUR YEAR?
We’re here for it and here for you. Reach
your goals this year with Weight Watchers.
Get started with THREE months FREE,
visit  www.weightwatchersoffer.com/48

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

YOUR AD HERE!
One phone call & only $279
to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!!
1-800-279-2979

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

OTISCO TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF ANNUAL

MEETING AND ELECTION of OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Otisco Township, County of Waseca, State of Minnesota,

that the Annual Election of Town Officers and Annual Township Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March

12, 2024. In case of inclement weather, the meeting and election may be postponed until the third

Tuesday in March.

The Election Poll hours will be from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at which time the voters will elect:

ONE (1) CLERK, 2 YEAR TERM

ONE (1) SUPERVISOR, 3 YEAR TERM

The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:00 P.M. to conduct all necessary business prescribed by law.

Jenae Peterson

Otisco Township Clerk

HELP WANTED

WE ARE HIRING!!
TNT Body Shop LLC in
Hartland is always looking
for highly skilled, talented,
and motivated individuals
to work at our shop. If you
are interested in our open
position, please stop by
our office and fill out an ap-
plication, or send your re-
sume to us by email,
tntbodyshoplic@gmail.com
or drop it off at our shop lo-
cated at 30877 State high-

T/ TBODY SHOP e ’
Auto & Truck Collision Repair

“Customer Satisfaction is our Priority”
Est: 1993
o ASE & I-CAR Certified Paint and Body Repair ~  Paintless Dent Repair
* Computerized matched Paint o Lifetime Guarantee on repairs
© 3-D Computerized Frame Measuring
* Auto Glass

30877 State Hwy 13 - Hartland

* Pick-up and Defivery available
o Towing & Car Rental available

507-845-2400

tntbodyshop.com

way 13 Hartland, MN
56042. TNT Body Shop
LLC is an equal opportu-
nity employer

INJ

URED AT WORK?

DISABILITY DENIED?
Contact Us Today

For Free Advice

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Workers’ Compensation

Social Security Disability

Long-Term Disability

& FIELDS
LAW FIRM

507-923-4169

www.GetFields.com

BUILD
AHVUDAKOTA

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

FULL-RIDE

My

L)

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

APPLY BY MARCH 31

SMUTHEAST
Technical College

605-367-6040 | admissions@southeasttech.edu
SOUTHEASTTECH.EDU/SCHOLARSHIPS

d:sh

Authorized Retailer

Ranked #1

in Customer Satisfaction
6 Years in a Row

For J.D. Power 2023 award information,
visit jdpower.com/awards

SAY GOODBYE TO

Add Highspeed Internet as low
as $49.99/mo

| FREE Google Voice Remote

] S‘h‘eammg INCLUDED, stream
=¥ live TV on up to 5 devices

[1) Terms and conditions apply, call for details. Courtesy

$300 PrePaid
Requires offe
days of DISH

COMMERCIALS

Free Mext Day Professional
Installation {where available)

(o] Enjoy thousands of shows and
movies included On-Demand

ﬁ J.D. Power Award For Customer
Satisfaction - 6 Years In A Row

" 2300 DTV SWlicherOfferis proyided by DISH, allother
gift card offers are courlesy of PlanetDISH,

call for full offer details.

of named DISH Authorized Retailer.

ift Card Offer ends 4/10/2024:
ontinuing active DISH service, 2) completion of

bmission of a recent DirecTV satellite bill for th

ent
or address, and 5) online rEdemptlun after validation. Call for full details.

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

€nsen

Heating, A/C,
& Plumbing

A

Dusty Olson,
507-383-3995

Owner

Geneva, MN

Insurance from the Best!

oY
HOMPSON

= AGENCY. INC.

" g .

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN
507-377-2852 fax 507-377-3301
troythompsonagency@gmail.com

CREAMERY
9043 SW 37th Ave. * Hope, MN

507-684-2019

Under New Ownership

NEW RICHEAND, MN

PH. 507-465-3789  FAX 507-465-3258
www.pooleysscrapiron.com

Formerly Central Trading & Recycling
Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm.

324 N Broadway « New Richland

507-465-8376

% TRANE

1ts Hard Tb Stop A Trane:
Email: bohlenph@hickorytech.net
www.bohlenplumbing.com

HOLLAND AUCTION

Auctioneer:

Tracy Holland
Ellendale, MN

Specmhzmg in Farm Land Farm Eqmpmem‘
Estate, Antiq and B Liq
S
P NAA
’@f www.hollandauction.com (=
Tactonser

507-684-2955 /7=
www.hollandauction.com =/‘ 4
. N4y

yview Freebo

LAL g. CREMATION gg,

“We can cross this bridge together ™

3734330 1415 Hwy. 13 N, » Albert Lea
Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939

L —

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY. i 4
CALL (507) 835-2770 FORA -
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.
Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent
AMERICAN FAMILY 101, State Sireet, Waseca
MRPAgencyLLC.com
[ INSURANCE B
iy M gy, Sl 6000 Pekvey, Madson, W1 53783
Amercan Famy nsurnce Comgeny, 006441 -Rev. 11/15 ©2015 - 10736941

JKROUTH
CONTRACTING, Lic

* bemolition Site Worh
* Pit mRun * s¢reened Pit Run
* Concrete memoval

Jesse Routh
507-383-7892.1
ELLENDALE, MN

Building contractor license # 20396072

Allyson Olson
ol 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

30718 State Hwy 13, Hartand
507-845-2763

24-Hour Gym Access
New Member signup by appointment

114 Broadway Ave. N.

Call or text (507)330-2345
Facebook address :
https://www.facebook.com/PantherPowerHouseFitness

\{
. A
ﬁi;’ ‘4’%{ ampn
e

&‘e CLOSED SUNDAYS

104 Broadﬁ:ay Av. 5.+ Downiown ‘New Richla

507-465-8000
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Star Eagle photos by Eli Lutgens

Kause N ASINEC | |ARQJACCOUNTING THTs00rSHOP ‘)‘ \ —
Auio & Tuck Collision Re ir,
seds & Funeral Home & Crematory Kligssi Olsos : o Pl ON EER
i g cell B i \ “Customer Satisfaction is our Priority” ¢
S upplies Owners, Susan and Nathan Nasinec auyson@amai(zl:zig?ﬁﬁ PR —sisppenll s o "\1 .
; . o ASE & -CAR Gertiied Paint and Body Repair * Paintiess Dent Repair
“We have it all' ” Please (,:heCk our Ob’tuane_s at ' Two locations to serve you :gagl fmﬁmﬁhﬁfmﬂm :ﬁfmmmm /| j anlke 8zeds
: https://nasinecth.com/obituaries/ 217 Bast Elm Ave, Waseca 903 CALVERLY COURT o « vy et e Layne Janike ,
9352 SW 37th Ave « PO Box 86 * Hope, MI 56046 507-391-3738 ELLENDALE, MN 56026 30877 State Hwy 13 + Hartland . gﬁgiGRJEVA
507-451-3043 o S o 13 Handand PHONE: 507-684-3026 507-845-2400 AT
789 Business Park Drive » Wells, MN 56097 » 507.553-3124 T WHISPERINGOAKPLACE.COM tntbodyshop.com layne.janike @plantpioneer.com
L]
« Fresh Meat +Quality Produce = — T h s c t
NewRichiand | [ AT i E3GN derviCe Lenter
Auto Repair.. WAGNER FOODS . .T :’-;»“i &D EXPERT CAR CARE
“For All Your Auto Repair Needs’ “Your Local Hometown Grocer” 'S IRE WAPLETON, HN . T N New Richland Li tlot Co
e New Bichicaid \ Caleb Kaduce, owner m %ﬁtf?lge%e;gm ﬂﬂ“;""‘ons f q '
er Foods 163-3717 R Bmvcestone e Ha:t?asnzton::“fgfmz éﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁiﬁ;ﬁiz I'I(‘g/;zf;n . Bucestone” New Richland Karl Proch, Prop.
For A" y‘wr Aufo Kepair Needs %m . ;‘ Carltruck tires » Tractor tires * Semi tires * Lawnmower tires * Oil & lube service CertfiedTowing and Recovery
;' il - 408 Highway 22§ » Mapleton, MN Call Us At: 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. 46 5: 3 5 52
(245 3ADST.NE o NEWRCHLAND » 4633261 )| [ 507-524-4999 1-507-845-2100 (507)-835-4610 u
Mon-Sat, 8/a.m;-8p.m. Sunday9a:m.-5p.m. www.ld-ag.com 321 W. Elm Ave. » Waseca
. MATTHEW R.
3

31 PETSINGER

’.,

OLSON EXCAVATING

® GPS control drain tile installation

A

Crystal Valley

AG EN CY, LLC ‘m;"]ﬁ I 4 Open ditch clean out
Matthew Petsinger, Agent “Tgwrél : Bgﬂ%%ﬂ?ﬁf‘m 1911 Excel Drive

Www.RadioLinkInternet,com R o Mankato, MN 56001

Y Q ® Rock/gravel/dirt hauli
£\ MRPAgencyLLC.com N K/raveldit auling
’R \L/I 074174176 A/\—MEMCAN e 163 Hand T Stop AThune \\\l’ :gﬁi’;}ﬁ:ﬁ'g{,";ﬂ:;’"y 507-726-6455
81 62 SW 81 Sl st E"endale MN [ INSURANCE | 524 N Broadway « New Richland 507-465-8376 Brandon Flatness y-
' ‘ g .crystalvalley.
S : sinp 507-845-2440 ost 507-383-2008 —— www.crystalvalley.coop

SR T R ' Rick 5074026766 » James 5074752430 [ | STF vor UIEEEEE WRCGERLVEEESEEL | oot
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