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New Richland Library
reading program and
scavenger hunt month

of February

The New Richland Public Li-
brary will host a Children’s
Winter Reading Program. There
are three age groups, 3-5, 6-10
and 12 and up. Come in weekly
for new books; every time you
come into the library you can sign
up for the prize drawing. There
will also be a scavenger hunt.

Celebrate Reading in
New Richland for

February and March
Kids ages 3-18 can Celebrate
Reading at the New Richland
Public Library for February and
March. Read books to win raffle
tickets for prize drawings.

“In the Forest of the
Night” One Act Play at

NRHEG 6 p.m. Feb. 14
The NRHEG one-act contest
play will be presented for the pub-
lic at 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 14 in the
high school gymnasium in New
Richland. Those in attendance
will be offered the chance to give
a free-will donation. The play is
about 35 minutes in length.

Flower Painting at
New Richland Public
Library Wed., Feb. 19

There will be a Flower Paint-
ing class at the New Richland
Public Library at 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 19. Create a
layered collage flower painting.
This is geared for adults. Register
at wasecalesueurlibraries.com/ge-
tregistered.

NRHEG Middle
School Music Concert

7:30 p.m. Tues., Feb. 25

NRHEG middle-schoolers
will present a concert at the dis-
trict’s secondary site in New
Richland beginning at 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 25.

New Richland Red

Hatters to meet April 8

The New Richland Red
Hatters will not meet again until
April 8th due to the cold
weather. Stay warm, friends, and
on your feet.

Waldorf Community
Pickleball every
Thursday at old

Waldorf School

Waldorf Community Pickleball
plays every Thursday from 5:00
till 9 p.m. or so. They meet at the
old Waldorf School in the gym,
144 North Street in Waldorf.

Naeve Alumni and
Nurses’ Club to Offer
Scholarships

The Naeve  Alumni and
Nurses’ Club has nursing schol-
arships available to area gradu-
ating seniors, or persons who
have successfully completed one
year of education in an RN pro-
gram. Each scholarship is in the
amount of $1,000.00.

Applications are available
from school counselors, princi-
pals or by contacting Rosie Ras-
mussen at (507) -377-3683 or
cell phone 507-391-0404) and
also by e-mail:
jrrassen@charter.net

Factors to be considered by the
scholarship committee are aca-
demics, community involvement
and demonstrated leadership.

A word from
The Word .~

Heal me, O Lord,
and I shall be
healed; save me,
and I shall be
saved, for you are
my praise.

Jeremiah 17:14

Snow week royalty gathered in the NRHEG high school gymnasium Tuesday afternoon, February 3 to find out who amongst them
would be crowned King and Queen. Royalty for 2025 Snow week are, from left: Brady Koopal, Aidan Schlaak, Carter Martens, Bo
McCamish, Aryanna Howe, Jozlyn Johnson, Ava Cummins, Aspyn Stenzel; seated King Talon Smith-Vulcan, Queen Josie Bell.

|

Smith-Vulcan, Bell crowned
NRHEG Snow week 2025 concluded last week

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

Described by secondary school
principal Grant Berg as “a way to es-
cape the mid-winter blues,” NRHEG
Snow Week from Feb. 3 to 7 was
filled with activities, most notably
the coronation ceremony which
crowned Josie Bell and Talon Smith
Vulcan from among the 10 members
of the snow court, who were Bell,
Smith Vulcan, and Aspyn Stenzel,
Jozlyn Johnson, Ava Cummins,

Aryanna Howe, Carter Martens,
Aidan Schlaak, Bo McCamish and
Brady Koopal.

Held early Tuesday afternoon,
Feb. 4, the coronation was attended
by all secondary school students and
many friends and family members of
the court. Activity coaches and advi-
sors gave brief summaries of their
seasons. Speaking were Shawn Lar-
son, wrestling; Dan Schmidt, boys’
basketball; Onika Peterson, girls’
basketball; Holly Pederson and

Solveig Sundblad, one-act play;
Krista Reeder, choir; and Seth
Schaefer, band.

Dress-up days for the week in-
cluded “Jersey Out,” “Winter White-
Out,” “Pajama Day,” “USA.” and
“Hot and Cold.” Daily prizes were
awarded; those who dressed up all
five days were eligible for a “cham-
pionship.” High School champion
was Zoe Wilson; runner up was
Wyatt Larson. The middle school
champion was sixth-grader Annie

Buffington; runner up was Grace Ri-
skedahl. Champions received a $10
Kwik Trip gift certificate, runners up
a $5 certificate.

Also featured throughout the week
were short-term tournaments with in-
dividual winners. At the high school
level, winners were Alden Dobber-
stein and Carter Martens; Brock
Ziemke and Carmine Raab; Sean

Royalty continued on 4

HARTLAND
CITY COUNCIL

Hartland
councll
approves
new check
signer

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The city of Hartland held
its monthly city council meet-
ing Monday, Feb. 3. There is
a new checkbook signer for
Hartland, Jodie Reed.

The Fire Department Law-
ful Gambling fund donated
around $60,000 to the city; as
had been decided during the
January 2024 meeting, the
funds were designated for use
by the fire department. The
department’s report stated the
agency had one billable call
during January. It was also
reported a training had re-
cently taken place, and that
the department’s equipment
has become dated. A Roches-
ter company has indicated it
can replace all the equipment
at a cost ranging from
$31,000 to $40,000; each
firefighter’s pack would cost
between $8,500 and $10,000.
Council members asked the
fire department to seek ad-
ditional quotes to see whether
lower prices are available
elsewhere.

The city maintenance de-
partment suggested a new
border should be put in place
around the playground; rec-
ommended material is black
rubber: installation cost
would be just under $5,000.

The department also re-
ported that the cement that
was put in near the apartment
complex needs to be re-
poured; the failing material
was a recent attempt to repair
the walkway, but it was un-
successful. It was also
pointed out during the meet-
ing that the tobacco license
for the gas station located
along Highway 13 is due for

renewal.

Winter angling
returns to St. Olaf

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The New Richland Sportsmen's
Club held its ice fishing contest on
St. Olaf Lake from 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 8. According to Lee
Mendenhall, “Fish houses are al-
lowed; prize announcements can be
heard on FM 88.1.”

An icy wind moved the 20-degree
air across St. Olaf Lake, but seemed
not to dampen the spirits of so many
ice fishermen. The clogging of boots
on ice and the hoots and hollers of
hearty, heavily dressed Minnesotans
could be heard while approaching
the announcer’s booth, which Men-
denhall described for anglers as
being “under the pole with the Amer-
ican flag on it.” Among this year’s
many prizes were opportunities to
win cash. Seykora Automotive Re-
pair out of Owatonna donated a
“fishing license for life” to one child
under 18 years old.

Waseca Marine and More set up a
mobile bait shop. The city park con-
cession stand offered pop, bratwurst,
hot dogs and hot chocolate as long as
supplies lasted.

The afternoon’s largest reward, the
50/50 raffle prize of $1,143, went to
Rick Shultz.

Tyler Jacobson won the grand

Tyler Jacobson won the
$500 grand prize at the New
Richland Sportsmen's Club's
Ice Fishing Contest on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8, 2025.
prize drawing of $500.

First place with a $75 cash prize
for the largest fish of the day was
Todd Ide: his fish weighed 1 pound,
8.4 ounces.

Taking second place and earning a
$50 cash prize was Hunter Priebe,
whose fish weighed 1 pound, 6.6
ounces.

A $25 cash prize for the third
largest fish for the day went to Alexa
Schmidt; her fish was 13.5 ounces.

The lifetime fishing license draw-
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(%

/

Dave Dunnette of Seykora Automotive Repair of Owatonna
was at St. Olaf Lake to present Alex Revermann with his Fishing
License for Life prize on Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025.
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Todd Ide won first place with
a cash prize of $75. His fish
was 1 pound 8.4 ounces at the
St. Olaf Ice Fishing contest on
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025.
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Rick Shultz won the 50/50
cash prize of $1,143 at the St.
Olaf ice fishing contest on
Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025.

Alexa Schmidt won the third
place prize of $25. Her fish
was 13.5 ounces at the New
Richland Sportsmen's Club
Ice Fishing contest on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8, 2025.

place with his 1 pound 6.6
ounces fish. The cash prize
was $50 at the St. Olaf Lake
Ice Fishing Contest.
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by Mark Bernard

Some days timing
IS everything

The scurs and Weather Eye are
back to hate mail again. Has Old
Man Winter entrenched himself or
will he be dislodged again soon?
Starting Thursday, sunny with
highs in the upper single digits and
lows near zero. Mostly cloudy on
Valentine’s Day with a good
chance of snow by evening. Highs
in the low 20’s with lows around
10 above. Mostly cloudy Saturday
with a slight chance of forenoon
snow. Highs in the upper teens
with lows around 5 below. Sunday,
mostly sunny with a slight chance
of snow showers. Highs around 5
above with lows around 10 below.
Partly sunny on Monday with a
slight chance of light snow. Highs
around 10 above with lows around
5 above. Tuesday, mostly cloudy
with highs in the upper teens and
lows around 5 above. Sunny on
Wednesday with highs in the upper
teens with lows in the low single
digits above zero. On the 15th
we’ll ease over the 10 hour and 30
minute of daylight mark for the
first time since October 25th. The
normal high for February 15th is
26 and the normal low is 8. With
Easter being April 20th, the scurs
will be rationing their Valentine’s
Day candy.

Definitely back to reality in the
weather department. We saw
temps fall markedly after February
3rd from 40 to 50-degree highs to
more normal highs in the 20’s.
Trouble is our thermostats had lit-
tle time to adjust, especially for
some of the sub-zero lows that
were part of the equation. Snow
was also part of the equation. Sat-
urday’s snowfall made the land-
scape white. That alone is
frequently enough to keep tem-
peratures below what they were,
often 10 degrees or more depend-
ing on the air mass involved. The
good news is that we really don’t
foresee a lot of heavy snowfall
anytime soon. It should come as
no surprise that we could see a
storm or two over the next 6
weeks. We are probably due after
seeing them miss us to the north and
south much of the winter. While
there haven’t been many blizzard
situations, there could be an in-
creased tendency as the weather be-
comes more volatile. After all, we
have all kinds of high school sports
tournaments ahead of us.

Some have asked how the lamb-
ing is coming. New lambs have
been trickling in with what appears
to be a fair number coming up
quickly. Of course, we had very
few during the recent nice weather,
following Murphy’s Law to a “T”’.
The main thing is those we have
on the ground are healthy. Getting
their creep feeder set up and mov-
ing as many ewes with lambs as
we did streamlined chores substan-
tially. All the contestants are hap-
pier as well with more room to run.
Something that has been unique
about this year’s crop has been the
ewe lamb to buck lamb ratio. I've
always maintained that if I never
saw another buck lamb it’d be too
soon after witnessing their destruc-
tive nature. So far with 17 ewes
having lambed, the ewe lambs out-
number the bucks 15 to 4. What’s
causing this? Must be climate
change. It’s responsible for every-
thing else according to some. May
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as well add it to the list.

Had noticed that the corn in the
gravity box was starting to trickle
out more slowly. Upon investigat-
ing further, it was time to call and
order a new batch. I also needed to
make a bagged feed run. After the
last of the barn cleaning, I’d dis-
covered some leaks on the skid-
steer, the handiest tool invented for
backing wagons into tight spots.
The skidsteer was in for repairs
just down the hill and, while I was
in no hurry, it’s nice to have. I can
back the wagon with the tractor as
well. It’s clumsier, especially since
it’s not a straight shot to the door
and it’s on a slope with a lip, left-
over from some less than stellar
earthwork. It sometimes necessi-
tates the chains be on the tractor
too if the track is slick from snow
and ice. I hit the clamps on the tire
chains with some PB Blaster to
loosen them up and plugged the
tractor in just in case. Luckily, I’d
seen neighbor Jon turn into his
shop as I was coming home from
getting the bagged feed, so I was
hoping he was working on the
skidsteer. Sure enough, after I’d
eaten my lunch I received a call
that it was done. Some days timing
is everything.

I gobbled down the rest of my
sandwich, threw on my outdoor
clothes and started down the hill to
neighbor Jon’s shop. I saw all
kinds of bunny tracks in the fresh
snow in our yard, making me glad
I’d spent the time to protect some
of the shrubbery from them. Also
saw lots of deer tracks, especially
as I got closer to the shop and a
spot where there was running
water from a tile outlet. Once we’d
visited a little and got the skidsteer
back home, I immediately saw a
couple things that needed to
happen since I had the skidsteer
running. The snow had banked up
by the mailbox, so I quickly
cleaned that up. I usually enjoy
getting mail, so best make it as
easy as possible on the delivery per-
son. I’d parked the manure spreader
so I could get at it should an oppor-
tunity arise to clean out the lambing
barn. None had, so I moved that
back out into the lot in case the feed
truck needed room to maneuver. |
like having corn delivered too, as
opposed to driving 30 miles with a
gravity box when the roads are slick
and it’s 10 below zero. Just funny
that way sometimes.

Sunday was cleanup day in the
house at the ranch. The dust mop
was run over the floor and the vac-
uum cleaner used on the rugs and
carpet, particularly to pick up the
Corgi hair and carcasses of those
pesky Asian ladybeetles. Not more
than 10 days ago, I’d seen them
crawling on the porch railing out-
side on the south side of the house.
Completing the vacuuming, I was
pleased with the results, at least
initially. As the afternoon wore on
it appeared the job in the living
room was subpar. At first glance,
there were still a few dead lady
beetles I must’ve missed. Looking
closely, what I thought were car-
casses were still crawling across
the floor. It wasn’t just here and
there, it was as though I’d never
run the thing across the floor at all.
Where they came from, I hadn’t a
clue. At any rate, it’s still going to
be a long winter.

Poppy’s week included her obli-
gatory squirrel exercising and
playing in the new snow. She ac-
tually loves the snow to play in, al-
though the accompanying cold is a
different matter. When it gets well
below zero, her little hind feet can
get too cold and she’ll pick them
up and walk on three legs, a signal
it may be wise to let her out to do
her thing before chores, then let
her back inside until we’re done.
She’s adapted well to indoor life
and watched her first Westminster
dog show Monday night.
“Watched” might be an exagger-
ation. Unlike Ruby, Poppy hasn’t
developed an interest in television,
aside from the occasional doorbell,
an emergency siren, or the odd dog
barking. Near as I can tell, she
watched the dog show much as I
watch Gunsmoke a lot of nights.
With my eyes closed.

See you next week...real good
then.

| saw you dancing

There is a wellness initiative at
school that involves doing activities
to reach a Bingo on a card we re-
ceived. As I scanned the card, won-
dering if I could/would do any of
these, I spotted one that said, “Have
a dance party at home for 15 minutes
or more.”

Hmm, I wonder if Michelle wants
to dance.

I am decidedly not a good dancer.
Oh sure, I used to think I was pretty
incredible in high school and college,
but the reality was that I was not.
“Dancing With the Stars” would
have morphed into “The Gong
Show” if I had stepped on their stage.

Dance has been part of human cul-
ture for thousands of years. There
have been cave paintings found in
India from as early as 8000 B.C. that
show dancing. The act of dancing
was an integral part of religious cer-
emonies in ancient Egypt, Greece,
and Rome. Cultural festivals heavily
used forms of dance to create an ex-
uberant atmosphere.

In fact, it may have been part of
the evolutionary process that led to
our human form. Dancing is an in-
herent urge, a natural impulse that
leads from rhythms that we hear.
Let’s face it: Dancing is a mating rit-
ual among humans.

Whoa. Sorry, but it’s true. Dancing
brings humans closer together. There
are many species which do a form of
dancing to attract the opposite
gender. I researched and found lots
of types of birds and underwater
creatures and others that move in
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by Mark Domeier

Contributing Writer

rhythm, which helps get attention.
Humans are no different.

When my parents were young,
they said that dances were the ulti-
mate social events to attend. They
know so many people, including
themselves, who found their spouse
at an area dance. There was much
wailing and gnashing of teeth in New
Ulm recently when George’s Ball-
room was torn down. It was an area
icon for decades, but the type of
dancing these days is looked over by
a DJ, not a band. It’s at a bar with
shady lighting, not a big ballroom
floor with mood lighting.

Wedding receptions still tend to
feature a dance portion. This is im-
portant and can be the most fun part
of the day. It might be the part people
remember the best! The wedding it-
self? Eh, just like all the others. But
the dance? Rock and roll!

Growing up in New Ulm, we were
taught how to polka and waltz and
foxtrot and all the folk dances. New
Ulm still has many festivals that in-
volve polka music and dancing.
That’s what I danced with my mom
to at my wedding. Folk dancing was
part of the curriculum during our phy
ed classes in middle school. Yes, at

the most awkward age possible, we
got to (had to?) dance with the girls
in our class.

And it was around that time that
school dances started, too. The spas-
modic jerking around in the gym to
whatever the hit music was at the
time was just as embarrassing as
when a slow song would kick on and
you’d huddle with your friends, dar-
ing them to ask someone to dance.
The slow swaying had to be humor-
ous to watch if you were an adult. (I
stay as far away from school dances
as possible now!)

There are dances that have rules.
I’ve never learned to square dance,
but by golly, they have someone giv-
ing them instructions as they dance!
In college, the Macarena came out,
and I can still do those moves. Ev-
eryone knows how to dance when
“YMCA” comes on, but what do you
do in between forming the letters?
Hop around and look like the Pea-
nuts characters when they dance, I
suppose.

When the kids were young, we’d
sometimes put on music and have
dance parties in our living room.
There would be a lot of giggling and
laughing, and Mom and Dad would

be much more exhausted than the
kids when all was said and done. One
of the favorites in our house was
when we would put on the theme
music from “Austin Powers” and
dance; “Soul Bossa Nova” is the
name of the song. There was a lot of
starting and stopping with that one.
Those dancing evenings were also
how we introduced classic rock from
the 70s and 80s to our children, a sta-
ple of good parenting.

One form of dancing that I am for-
bidden from doing anymore is air
guitar. I always thought I rocked at
that, but Michelle has set me straight.
Every kid wants to learn how to rock,
but few of us learn to play a real elec-
tric guitar, so this is our vicarious liv-
ing. Who knows, maybe my ban will
be lifted if our kids get married.
Maybe?

Even if you don’t get up and
dance, there are certainly songs
which get your toes tapping. It’s in
our nature! The older we get, the less
dancing we probably do, but it’s
probably a good idea to renew your
love and caring through that ages-old
action from time to time.

Just 15 minutes, honey? That’s
about all I could dance without need-
ing a break anyway!

Word of the Week: This week’s
word is penetralium, which means
the innermost hidden part of some-
thing, as in, “Her penetralium was
shown and her feelings on display
through the interpretive dance she
composed.” Impress your friends
and confuse your enemies!
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ing was given out by Dave Dunnette
of Seykora Automotive Repair of
Owatonna to Alexander Revermann
of Waseca. Dunnette is also president
of the New Richland Sportsmen's
Club. Alex’s parents were instructed
to fill out paperwork, then bring it to
Seykora’s to be mailed in with a
check. The little Revermann said, “I
wrote my name on the paper when I
registered, but I never thought I
would win. I was so excited because
I never really win anything.” He also

received an ice fishing care package
to assist him with his new license, in-
cluding ice fishing poles, lures, a
tackle box and strainer.

Karl Proehl listed a lot of names
expressing gratitude for the annual
event he has announced every year
for the past decade. Proehl took over
for Bill Robinson when he passed
away nearly 15 years ago.

This year’s sponsors and some
“helpers” included: Dennis Bouldan,
Karl and Tammy Proehl, Jerry Iber-
son, Rod Hullopeter, Lee Menden-
hall, Lorna Jacobson and many
more. Sponsors:

The Sportsman’s Club would like
to thank the following sponsors for
their donations to this year’s event:
Southside Marine — Neal Schauer,

Free Minnows, Josh Moen Snow Re-
moval, Country Edge Seed — Josh
and Alex Moen, Shawn and Rose
Loken, State Bank of New Richland,
Main Street Dental, Golf Carts and
More — Carter Routh, Scott Routh In-
surance, Thompson Auto Body, New
Richland Dish Network, Budach Im-
plement — Gary, Dan and Nick, Rick
Schultz — Southern Seed, Midwest
Repairables, New Richland Home
Supply, The Willows, Arnold’s Case
— Tim Engebretson, Northern Coun-
try Coop, Ron Thorson — Jerky, Kib-
ble Equipment, The Bend in the
Road, Jeff Monacy, Interstate Junc-
tion Motorcycles, Albert Lea Seed,
Neighbor’s Meats, Thirsty Beaver,
Channel Seed, Seykora Automotive
Repair, Schott Budweiser, NR

Sportsman Club, Johnson Doer-
hoefer and Miner PA, Wuerflein
Honda, Hi Yield Products — Hart-
land, Hanson Tire Service — Albert
Lea, Riverview Golf Course, CMD
Transport — former Schmidt Truck-
ing, Star Eagle, MinnWest Insurance
— Formerly Roundbank, Grant Berg
Lawn Care, Nancy Jane’s Bakery,
Kim’s 1st Impressions, Brian Men-
denhall — Southern MN Pressure
Washing, Pioneer Lane Janike, Scott
and Robin Routh Crop Insurance,
Wagner Foods, Red Leaf Café,
Bohlen’s Plumbing and Heating, NR
Auto Repair, T's Sweet Treats and
More, Lerberg’s, RJ’s — Ellendale,
Sorenson Appliance and TV, and
New Richland Liquor Company.

The Ag

Summit and
bugs in a jug

By AL BATT
Contributing writer

The weather woodchuck had promised us
another six weeks of winter. The local wood-
chucks did so by sleeping through Groundhog

Day.

I appreciated being given another six weeks to

Protect
'your next

Déle Viktora speaking to a big crowd at the 25th Annual Ag Summit held at Wedge-

take down the Christmas tree, but I put little stock
in rodent-based meteorology.

Groundhog Day was important, but not as im-
portant as the 25th Annual Ag Summit held on
Feb. 6 at Wedgewood Cove in Albert Lea. It was
sponsored by AgriSompo, Nationwide and
Farmers Mutual Insurance Company (of Man-
chester), and presented by a fine alignment of
Americana Insurance Group (offices in Albert Lea,
Wells and Ellendale) and Commerce Bank of
Geneva.

Louis Pasteur wasn’t there. He was a French mi-
crobiologist and chemist, whose groundbreaking
research in chemistry resulted in remarkable
breakthroughs in understanding the causes and
prevention of diseases. Pasteur's quote, "Chance
favors the prepared mind," underscores the impor-
tance of being well-prepared and knowledgeable
to capitalize on opportunities. My father took little
me to Farmer’s Union and Farm Bureau meetings
held upstairs at the creamery to get some learning.
Today, he’d also attend the Ag Summit. School is
never out.

Here are the Ag Summit presenters and some of
the information they provided.

Tom Sorenson, Agency Director of Americana
Insurance Group, summarized producer statistics,
trends and averages, reviewed base prices and har-
vest prices, and recapped loss ratios. Sorenson was
named agent of the year by the Big I, the largest
association for independent agents in the state.

Nick Paulson, an Associate Professor & Direc-
tor of Graduate Programs at the University of I1li-
nois and a graduate of Albert Lea High School,
gave a talk titled Farm Income, Risk Management
& Policy Outlook —a tour of hot topics of farming
for 2025 and the future. Forecasts based on futures
contracts show soybeans at $10.20 and corn at
$4.30 in 2025-26. Minnesota's average corn yield
in 2024 was 174 bushels per acre, the same as in

wood Cove on February 6.

2019 and less than the 185 bushels in 2023. The
Minnesota average soybean yield in 2024 was 45
bushels, the same as in 2019, but lower than the
48 bushels in 2023. Because farm payment pro-
grams are such a small part of a gigantic budget,
drastic changes to the Farm Bill aren’t anticipated.
A survey representative of the U.S. population
found that 85% supported payments to farmers for
natural disasters harming crops, and 80% favored
making crop insurance protection more affordable.
The estimated composition of U.S. corn and soy-
bean use for the 2024-25 marketing year is that
38% of corn will go to feed, 37% to ethanol, 16%
to exports and 9% to food. Soybean splits are 46%
for meal production, 43% for exports, 6% for oil,
and 5% for oil for biofuels. Brazil is stiff compe-
tition—it might be 50 years behind the U.S., but
it’s catching up. Brazil benefited from this coun-
try’s loss of China as a trade partner for a year, and
that business hasn’t been fully recovered.

Dale Viktora, a field agronomist with Beck’s
Hybrids, originally from Ellendale and a graduate
of NRHEG, made a presentation titled: Future Fo-
cused Yields: Biological & Nitrogen Management
that touched on the importance of practical ni-
trogen management, and how the biological space
in agriculture can enhance yields and profitability.
A biological is a product that contains cultures of
living microorganisms. Biologicals are sometimes
called “bugs in a jug.” It seems unfair, but plants
can lose nitrogen with both too much rain and too
little rain. Biologicals might allow a farmer to cut
back on fertilizer.

Matt Kruger of Pine Island, an account manager
with Truterra, presented Carbon Credits and 45z
Updates. Kruger offered the truism, “All models
are wrong; some are useful.” Farmers can generate
carbon credits by adopting practices (primarily no-
till and strip-till) to reduce emissions or sequester

carbon on their land, and carbon markets may pro-
vide them with income opportunities through car-
bon credit sales. Truterra is a Land O’Lakes
company. An interesting aside is that Land
O’Lakes has a Pine Island plant that produces
cheese powder used in Cheetos.

Presenter Jolene Honkomp, a Benefits Advisor
with Noah Insurance Group, addressed Land as
Your Legacy and when to plan the future of your
farm. The challenge is that 97% of all U.S. farms
are family farms. Despite the many advantages of
family businesses, it’s estimated that only 30% of
family businesses pass to the second generation,
12% of family businesses pass to the third gener-
ation, and only 3% of family businesses reach the
fourth generation. Over the next 20 years, 70% of
farmland will transfer ownership. There will be
obstacles: mortality, greed, conflict, fear, incon-
venience, control or uncertainty. Honkomp in-
cluded several helpful quotes. “Laughter relieves
stress and boredom, boosts engagement and well-
being, and spurs not only creativity and collabo-
ration, but also analytic precision and
productivity.” That was from Alison Beard‘s ar-
ticle in the Harvard Business Review. The other
quote was by Winston Churchill, “Success is not
final, failure is not fatal: It is the courage to con-
tinue that counts.” She recommended beginning a
succession plan immediately because tomorrow
starts today.

There was an Agricultural Forum Panel, a ques-
tion-and-answer session with experts representing
diverse services providing their thoughts and an-
SWers.

It was a pleasant way to spend a morning before
flinging a fang into some fine food.

I learned a lot and was given a nifty back-
scratcher.

Life is good.
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Soil Health
Summit
draws
hundreds

By DEB BENTLY
Staff writer

The University of Minnesota
Extension  Soil Management
Summit drew hundreds of
farmers, educators and presenters
to Mankato’s Mayo Event Center
on Jan. 29 and 30.

About a dozen sessions each
day covered topics ranging from
drainage, manure, cover crops
and “inputs.” Presenters included
academicians sharing the results
of multi-year studies, field advi-
sors from numerous state and
county agencies, and farmers
simply sharing their own experi-
ences and observations.

Vendors offered information
about tillage equipment, testing
services, and organizations which
assist farmers in implementing
practices to promote soil health.

Eileen Kladivko, Ph.D., of Pur-
due University, shared results of
a 30-year study regarding the
benefits of good soil drainage.
Kladivko shared her conclusion
that drainage is not only funda-
mental to consistent crop produc-
tion, but it  contributes
significantly to the success of the
elements of soil management, in-
cluding cover crops, reduced till-
age, and soil testing.

Farmers Andy Linder, Martin
Larsen and Vance Johnson led a
“Farm  Economics  Panel.”
Larsen, a fifth-generation farmer
from the Byron area, presented a
thorough spreadsheet which pre-
sented the economic advantages
his farm experiences from having
a three-crop rotation that includes
oats.

“I wanted to show this stands
on its own two feet,” said Larsen.
He presented data which showed
that, even without supplemental
money provided by government
agencies, his farm is about
$44.,000 more profitable than one
with the traditional corn-soy-
beans rotation.

Melisa Wilson, Ph.D., of the
University of Minnesota, pre-
sented results from studies she
has worked on regarding the use
of manure as a fertilizer. She re-
ferred to manure as “a multi-vita-
min for your soil,” which “closes
anatural loop” that has supported
soil health for millennia.

Wilson shared many observa-
tions regarding the differences
between manure and commercial
fertilizers, stating each has differ-
ent strengths depending on the
circumstances.

She particularly recommended
a “manure database” which
would help farmers understand
the nutrient potential from var-
ious types of animal waste. The
database, she said, takes more
than 500,000 data points into ac-
count to provide its information.

The database is available on-
line at https://z.umn.edu/manu-
reDB.

Among the vendors were rep-
resentatives from the Minnesota
Soil Health Coalition, a non-
profit organization which de-
scribes itself as “a farmer-led and
driven organization dedicated to
provide education, farmer-to-
farmer mentoring, networking,
and plain language technical in-
formation.” Anyone interested in
more information about the coali-
tion is encouraged to visit its
website at mnsoilhealth.org, or to
email executive director Mark
Gutierrez at mark@mnsoil-
health.org.
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From left: FFA members Kaitlyn Dobberstein, Hadley Roeker, Makenna Reeder, Mady Schlaak and Alexa Viktora volunteered at

the Future Farmers of America's Alumni Breakfast on Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025.

FFA Alumni fundraiser breakfast has a snowy start

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The first ever NRHEG Future
Farmers of America (FFA) alumni
breakfast was held at the New Rich-
land Community Center the morning
of Saturday, Feb. 8. Working the
event were 24 volunteers ranging
from students to adults.

Alexa Viktora, 14, was manning
the ticket table at the entry; she is a
first-year member of FFA. She ob-
served, “We’ve had 50 people come
through this morning, I think the
snowy weather and slippery roads
stopped a few from coming out.” A
few inches of snow had fallen over-
night and continued to come down
well into the morning.

Krista Reeder, Alumni Vice Pres-
ident and Dan Sorum, FFA Advisor,
were present. Said Reeder, “We’re

here to support our local student
chapter, the trips they take and the
scholarships they receive. Member-
ship as well, student enrollment fees,
this helps us by adding resources to
help with teams and interviews for
officers.” Sorum added, “Anybody
that wants to support FFA can be a
member. You don’t even have to live
in Waseca County. We do have a few
former graduates who don’t live
around here, but still pay their dues.
That helps a lot. We also take kids up
to three years after they graduate
high school.”

Speaking of trips, last fall’s trip to
the FFA national convention in Indi-
anapolis was chaperoned by past
FFA Alumni. There are 67 local
members in the NRHEG District; an-
nual membership fees are $20 for an
individual and $40 for a business.

The 2025 FFA Convention and Expo
is also scheduled to be in Indianapo-
lis. It will mark year 97 for the an-
nual event.

Along with the breakfast there was
a silent auction. Said Reeder, “All
our food was paid for with donations,
all of the silent auction items were
donated. This really helps the local
FFA. With all this community par-
ticipation, it gives the kids the feeling
like everyone’s in on it.” Donations
from places like: Lerberg’s Foods,
Wagner’s Foods, Arnold’s Equip-
ment, McDonald’s, L&D Ag, Hi-
Yield, Farm Bureau, Roeker Farms,
Reeder Ranch, Neighbor’s Meats,
Steve’s Meats, Waseca, Steele &
Freeborn Farm Bureau, Kibble
Equipment, Waseca Soybean & Corn
Growers, Titan Pro-Chad Johnson,
Tastefully Simple-Lianne Possin,
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NRHEG FFA, NRHEG Food Serv-
ices, Schlaak Seeds, Channel Seed,
New Richland Fire Department, Hol-
landale Fire Department, Gehrke
Farms, Matt Groskreutz, First Im-
pressions, Becks/Corn County-Tyler
Huber, New Richland Craft Mall,
Legendary Woodcraft-Alex Schlaak,
Farm  Bureau-Bennit  Schaak,
Farmers Feed & Pet Supply, J & J
Trucking and Krause Feeds &
Supplies.

Reeder said there would be
another breakfast like this next year,
“Around February-ish, but we won’t
know till we get closer.” In the mean-
time, she encourages everyone to re-
member the FFA is giving local kids
a direction to go. “We all need agri-
culture, and who better to help
them?” Reeder asked.

The NRHEG Varsity Competition C

heer team placed third at the State Competitio

B

n on February 1, 2025. They also received the

RAH Award (Regional Academic Honor Award) for their outstanding combined GPA. Cheerleaders Sierra, Maddy and Olivia all re-

ceived All-State Awards.

Competitive cheerleading takes 3rd at state

By ARIEL ANHALT
Panther Press

On February 1 the NRHEG com-
petitive cheerleading team attended
their state competition. However,
their weekend started on January 31
at the MCCA awards banquet. The
entire team received an academic
award for having one of the highest
GPAs in the state. This was an honor
to the team because it showed that

they not only are fully committed to
cheerleading, but also to their school
work. Other members of the team
also received various awards. The
team's only senior, Sierra Misgen,
was selected to be on the All-State
Competitive and Sideline team. She
also was awarded the Outstanding
Cheerleader award shortly after the
team's performance. Madison Bouge
and Olivia Berg were also selected
for the All-State Competition team.
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After a night full of events and
awards, the team had to prepare for
the day ahead of them. The team's
semi-finals performance was at 1:05.
Our team had shown all of the hard
work that this entire season has
taken. They had scored well, which
meant that they were able to advance
into finals. This performance was not
until 7:45, so the team had some time
to bond and think about what they
could do to further improve their

Students! Take advantage of the Arcadian Bank Scholarship in which one
scholarship opportunity is available per local school district (Albert Lea,
Alden-Conger, NRHEG, Glenville-Emmons, & USC) and is eligible to ANY

graduating senior. A total of up to $5,000 scholarship dollars available, with

a minimum of $500 per scholarship will be awarded to selected recipients.

Scan the code or go to our website to apply! Deadline: April 30th, 2025

ARCADIAN,
BANK

COMMUNITY OWNED. COMMUNITY FOCUSED.

score. This was when they knew that
they had to give their all because this
was the last time that everyone
would perform together. So our
cheerleaders pushed themselves to
success. At awards later that night,
our team was awarded third place.
These girls worked very hard at
every practice. And all of the work
paid off as they brought their season
to an end.
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Frosty
for share
of $1,500

It’s time again for the annual
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Iden-
tify Frosty event. This year’s
event is the 27th installment of
the annual contest.

Who is Frosty?

Identify FROSTY and win
some cash! Prize money totaling
$1,500.00 is waiting to be won.
FROSTY is a Waseca County
resident chosen to be an ambas-
sador for the Waseca Sleigh &
Cutter Festival. Follow the clues
and guess FROSTY’S name.

Grand prize is $300.00. If you
are at the official unmasking at
the Star Fire Event Center at
8:30 p.m., on Friday, February
21, 2025, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. First correct
guess from Janesville, New
Richland and Waseca wins
$150.00; and if you are at the un-
masking, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. Only five names
will be drawn for $100 — must be
present. Five names win $50.00
— attendance is not necessary.

Contest rules

1. Clues are published by the
Waseca County News and Face-
book; Waseca County Pioneer;
NRHEG Star Eagle; Waseca
Chamber of Commerce; and
KOWZ/KRUE radio.

2. One guess allowed each
week.

3. Each entry must have a
name and complete address.
Entries without complete in-
formation will not be entered.

4. Entrants must live in
Waseca County and be over 18
years of age.

5. 1If there are multiple correct
guesses, a drawing will be made
to determine the winner.

6. If there are no correct
guesses, a drawing will be made
from all entries received.

7. Entries must be received
before 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2025.

8. Submit entries to:

A. WASECA: Submit entry at
Waseca Music; 111 South State,
Waseca, MN 56093; or via mail.

B. JANESVILLE: Mail or
drop off at Waseca Music; mark
your entry as Janesville.

C. NEW RICHLAND: Drop
off at NRHEG STAR EAGLE
NEWS; or mail to Waseca Music
- mark your entry as New Rich-
land.

Frosty sponsors: CULLIGAN,
iWEALTH - Brad Connors,
DOMINO’S, MEDIACOM,
SUBURBAN FURNITURE, and
XCEL ENERGY. Please thank
these sponsors for supporting the
28th Annual

Frosty: Week 1 Clue

Much like the legend,

The 2025 Sleigh and Cutter
Frosty is anew.

Snow continued on 5

—
2025 SCHOLARSHIP!

FILL OUT A SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION!

ALBERT LEA 507-373-1945 HARTLAND 507-845-2233 FREEBORN 507-863-2371 www.arcadian.bank Member FDIC NMLS 554275
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Commissioners approve
walk-through scanner
for courthouse

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

During their Feb. 4 meeting,
Waseca County Commissioners
gave the go-ahead to purchase a
scanning unit which will use x-ray
technology to examine the
contents of bags and other con-
tainers brought into the court-
house as people enter.

The scanning unit, installation,
training and other incidentals are
expected to cost about $43,000.
All needed funds have come to the
county as part of statewide “safe
and secure courthouse” and “pub-
lic safety” initiatives.

The scanner is a walk-through
structure which uses magnetism to
determine whether individuals
have potentially harmful items on
their person and x-ray to check
items they are carrying.

Once the scanning unit is or-
dered, delivery and installation
may require as long as 30 weeks.

In other business, board
members heard from the county’s
Internet Technology (IT) director
Judy Hiller and deputy director
Christopher Dieker.

Hiller stated the purpose of
their presentation was to help
commissioners understand the
range of duties her four-member
department manages. She men-
tioned they are the “go-to” indi-
viduals when it comes to
troubleshooting any difficulties
with technology, but their mission
is to maintain and protect “critical
systems.”

Hiller listed seven buildings,
three firewalls, 132 security cam-
eras, 200 phones, 94 door badge
readers and 270 computers, ex-
plaining her department is persist-
ently working to update
equipment so that it retains its
functionality as internet technol-
ogy continues to evolve.

She also stated cybersecurity is
an ongoing priority—not only of
the county’s own equipment and
operations, but also as part of a
statewide network meant to be ac-
tivated in case of a large-scale
emergency. In terms of equipment
and general operations, Dieker
told commissioners Waseca
County is perhaps better posi-
tioned than other similar counties
in terms of its IT operations, but
staying that way requires persist-
ent vigilance, including extra
hours from IT staff.

Another matter of business Feb.
4 was a public hearing followed
by instating a revised version of
the county’s Universal Devel-
opment Code (UDC). Senior Land
Use Planner Maame Quarcoo rec-
ommended approval of the UDC,
which had last been revised in
2009. She, other department
heads, and commissioners had
been reviewing the lengthy listing
of county zoning laws for about
the past year.

Quarcoo referred to the UDC as
a “living document” meant to be
responsive to changing circum-
stances and help create “an envi-
ronment for building and
expansion.”

County commissioner De Mal-

WASECA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

terer expressed gratitude to staff,
planning and zoning board
members and fellow commis-
sioners for the time and dedication
needed for the lengthy process.

Of changes made to the UDC, a
high percentage were in relation
to the recent legalization of can-
nabis and circumstances under
which various businesses related
to cannabis production and sales
would be allowed.

During their 8 a.m. work ses-
sion prior to the 9:30 meeting,
commissioners heard from Com-
munity Development Coordinator
Tina Wilson for a presentation she
titled “economic development
101.”

Wilson explained that, as inves-
tors and businesses look at com-
munities for possible construction
and development, they consis-
tently look into the availability of
land, access to sufficient utilities
with electricity typically being the
first concern followed by water,
sewer, natural gas, and others, de-
pending on the nature of their op-
erations.

After  those  fundamental
matters, their next priorities tend
to be access to a sufficient work-
force and access to transporta-
tion—both for products and for
people. Another consideration is
the availability of housing for any
staff members the business might
bring into the area, and then life-
style circumstances, including ac-
cess to a strong education for
those workers’ children.

“You can see it’s a complex pic-
ture,” commented Wilson. “There
are a lot of pieces that need to be
in place.”

Wilson mentioned that she
works with the Economic Devel-
opment Authorities (EDA) not
only of Waseca County, but also
all the towns located within the
county helping them assess their
strengths and communicate with
any potential developers.

Also during the Feb. 4 meeting,
commissioners approved a con-
struction contract to replace three
bridges, one located on Country
Road (CR) 54 over Bull Run
Creek, one on CR 54 over the Lit-
tle Cobb River, and one on CR 55
over Joint Ditch 11. According to
county public works director Jim
Kollar, all three bridges are of
similar construction and will be
replaced with precast concrete
box culverts. The contract for the
work was awarded to Minnowa
Construction out of Harmony,
Minn., for about $1.5 million for
all three replacements. Kollar
mentioned that, because there are
protected species in some of the
waterways, work cannot begin on
the projects until June.

Commissioners recognized a
number of anniversaries: county
attorney Rachel Cornelius, 19
years; human resources director
Melissa Sexton, 9 years; county
administrator Michael Johnson, 5
years; and commissioner Brad
Milbrath, 1 year.
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Lassahn and Zander Hanna; Dakota
Schlaak and Calvin Nissen. Eighth-
grade winners were Brock Holland
and Jacob Klaras; and Tyler Piepho
and Wyatt Hendrickson. Seventh-
grade winners were Clayton Kaplan
and Axel Ladlie; and Tucker Flatness
and Eli Studier. Sixth-grade winners
were Abram Chance and Adler
Bethke; and Trevor Gilliland and
Parker Simon.

A semi-formal dance was held in
the high school gym on Saturday
evening.

Student council advisor Barb
Roesler expressed gratitude for the
cooperation and level of participation
shown by the student body. Principal
Berg mirrored the sentiment, saying
he was gratified to see the wide vari-
ety of students who took part in the
week’s many activities.

The following introduction was
read aloud, introducing the 2025
Snow Court:

Aryanna Howe is the daughter of
Angela and Jeff Howe. She has three
siblings: Nash, Kayla and Jacob. In
her free time, she enjoys hanging out
with friends. Aryanna is really good
at drawing, and not very good at
singing. If she were a dinosaur, she
would be a T-Rex because it's the
most violent. Her hero is her brother
Nash, because he has always been
there for her and helps her with any-
thing. After high school, Aryanna
plans to attend a 4-year university
and go into pharmaceutical pulmo-
nology.

Bo McCamish is the son of Che-
nille McCamish. He has 3 siblings,
Whitney McCamish, Sydney McCa-
mish, and Blake Feather. Bo likes to
play video games in his spare time.
He is good at playing Team Fortress
2, Minecraft, and Call of Duty. If he
was a dinosaur, Bo would be a stego-
saurus because he feels like a gentle
giant to toddlers. His hero is his
grandma, because he says, “She

helped us learn and understand
things that got us where we are today
and we are grateful for everything
she did.” After high school, Bo plans
to go into the workforce.

Jozlyn Johnson is the daughter of
Steph and Luke Andersen. She has
one older sister, Kylie and one
younger brother, Jackson. Jozlyn en-
joys hanging out with Mal and
Meela, working, and going to con-
certs. She is good at story telling, but
not very good at trying new foods. If
she was a dinosaur, Jozlyn would be
a velociraptor, so she could experi-
ence what it would be like to be Blue
from Jurassic Park. Her heroes are
her parents, Steph and Luke, because
they are her biggest role models.
After high school, Jozlyn plans to at-
tend college for radiology.

Talon Smith-Vulcan is the son of
Tracy Smith and Jon Hansen, and
Troy Vulcan. He has five siblings:
Tatum, Trinity, Tanner, Taylor and
Eli. His hobbies include restoration
and soda dispensers. Talon is in-
volved in Special Olympics bowling.
He is good at Minecraft, but not very
good at reading. If Talon was a dino-
saur, he would be a T-rex because of
Grimlock from Transformers. His
hero is Senku Ishigami-Dr. Stone,
because of his forward thinking and
never giving up. After school, Talon
plans to get a job restoring antiques.

Aspyn Stenzel is the daughter of
Doug and Amy Stenzel. She has two
siblings: older brother Clay and
younger sister Ciara. Her hobbies in-
clude shopping, annoying her sister,
hanging out with family and friends,
and playing fetch with her dog Oak-
ley. Aspyn is involved in softball,
volleyball, trap shooting, and wres-
tling stats. She is good at spending
money, but not very good at staying
focused. If she were a dinosaur,
Aspyn would be a Carnotaurus be-
cause they are the fastest large dino-
saur. Her heroes are her parents,
because they always support her and
push her to do her best. Aspyn is un-
decided on her plans after high
school.

Carter Martens is the son of An-
thony and Kelly Martens. He has one

“We can cross this bridge together”
bayviewfuneral@gmail.com

507-373-4330 ¢ 1415 Hwy. 13 N. ¢ Albert Lea
Locally Organized, Owned & Operated since 1939

www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com
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younger brother, Corbin. His hobbies
include hanging out with friends,
playing sports, playing poker, and
listening to music. Carter is involved
in football, hockey, and baseball, as
well as student council, DECA, stu-
dent ambassadors and FCA. He is
good at winning wrestling matches
against Dakota, but not very good at
staying quiet while playing PS5
when his parents are trying to sleep.
If he were a dinosaur, Carter would
want to be a Pterodactylus, so he
could fly. His heroes are his parents
because he says, “They have taught
me so much. They have always been
my biggest supporters whether I am
playing sports or focusing on
school.” After high school, Carter
plans to attend MSU to major in
sports management while minoring
in coaching.

Ava Cummins is the daughter of
Sheila Wenzel and Jason Cummins.
She has one sister, Grace. Ava en-
joys keeping the elderly safe, hang-
ing out with her boyfriend Marco
and sleeping and is involved in soft-
ball. Ava is good at shopping, but not
very good at saving money. If she
were a dinosaur, Ava would be an Ir-
ritator because the name speaks for
itself. Her hero is her mom because
she says, “I have learned more from
her than I have from school and she
deals with me every day, of course,
by her own choice.” Ava plans to at-
tend RCTC to continue her education
in Health Administration after high
school.

Aidan Schlaak is the son of Na-
than and Lindsey Schlaak. He has
one brother, Ryan. Aidan enjoys

playing poker in his free time, and is
involved in football, wrestling and
baseball. He is good at playing
poker, but not very good at staying
healthy. If he were a dinosaur, Aidan
would be a Giganotosaurus because
he took a quiz that told him what di-
nosaur he is. His hero is his dad be-
cause he always helps him. After
high school, Aidan plans to attend
MSU-Mankato for mechanical engi-
neering.

Josie Bell is the daughter of Me-
lissa and Zechary Bell. She has 2
siblings: a sister, Hazel, and a
brother, Hank. Her hobbies include
going to the gym, working, and
shopping. Josie is good at cooking
food, but not very good at being at
school on time. If she was a dinosaur,
Josie would be a Pterosaurus be-
cause, “I could fly away from all my
issues.” Her hero is her mom be-
cause she always knows best. After
high school, Josie plans to go to col-
lege for personal training.

Brady Koopal is the son of Jason
and Lacey Koopal. He has 3 siblings,
Caralee, Crissa, and Brendan. His
hobbies include writing music and
painting. Although he is not involved
in sports, Brady plays the national
anthem on guitar for basketball
games. He is good at guitar, but not
very good at managing his time. If he
were a dinosaur, Brady would be Mi-
cropachycephalosaurus because the
name is hard to read. His hero is Har-
bor Cromwell because he has strong
moral judgment. After high school,
Brady plans to go to trade school to
work on power lines.
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Bent Tree North

Wind Farm Project

Jerry Demmer * Local Representative

507-369-6431

Localrepresentativejd@gmail.com
ﬁ BentTreeWindFarm - alliantenergy.com/benttree

LERBERG’S

CAR WASH
& COIN
LAUNDRY

Full line of cardio, free
weights, power racks,
dumbbells, barbells, &
circuit training machines!

Touchless Wash
and Self Serve

FITNESS
CENTER
& TANNING

507-684-2471

Hosted by: New Richland Ambulance

Proceeds will go to new
supplies/equipment.

Want to Join our crew?

Ask us at Bingo!!

Sweetheart Bingo
Feb. 15" @ 7:00 p.m.

at the New Richland City Hall

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

$15 for 15 games plus a blackout game.
Cash prizes for each game and raffle drawings between games.

Main Street Dental Clinics
comfortable dentistry

Less than excited about your visit to the dentist?
Relax. It's Main Street Dental.

New Richland
(507) 463-0502
132 Broadway Ave
N, New Richland,
MN 56072

Mankato
(507) 720-0250
287 St Andrews Dr
NE, Rochester, MN  #100, Mankato, MN
55906 56001

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage

Rd, Owatonna, MN
55060

Rochester
(507) 536-7700
3110 Wellner Dr

Blooming
Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E,
Blooming Prairie,
MN 55917

OIL. CHANGE SPECIAL
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Marthaler Honda

of AlbertLea mowDpa

507-373-2341
$ 5 9 39 2114 E Main St
for full synthetic [RLEAACAI
with a tire rotation

Cheapest
oil change

special in
town!

marthalerhonda.com

Home of the $59.99 full synthetic oil change - up to 5 quarts
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118 5th Avenue West
Ellendale, MN 56026

You Have a Choice.

( We strive every day to help families create
services that are unique, special and
noticeably different from other funeral homes
or cremation services. We believe choices are
so important and we are passionate about
informing families of all their options. We
invite you to call us today at 507-373-2461
to learn more about how we can help you if
you're looking for a new choice.

217 West Division Street
New Richland, MN 56072
www.BonnerupFuneralService.com

308 7th Avenue
Ellendale, MN 56026
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Most birds have
three or four toes

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
I love Worcestershire sauce.
What’s so good about it?

It’s hard to say.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. The
radio sang, “Everybody was Kung
Fu fighting. Those cats were fast as
lightning. In fact, it was a little bit
frightening.” Farmers’ Almanac
says the spring outlook for the
Midwest is very cold and wet. That
was more frightening.

I saw a road-killed raccoon. Its
tail whipped around in a fierce
wind. That’s where the wind goes.
I thought of Fess Parker. Someone
had sent me a video of 6’6" tall
Fess Parker, who was featured in
“Davy Crockett: King of the Wild
Frontier” on TV in 1955, which
presented three episodes about the
famous explorer, congressman and
heroic figure from the Alamo. It
was a colossal hit, and kids sported
coonskin caps just like their hero.
Later, still wearing buckskins and
a coonskin cap, Parker starred in
“Daniel Boone,” a highly rated TV
series (1964-1970) set during the
American Revolution. Buddy
Ebsen played Georgie Russell,
Davy Crockett’s loyal and humor-
ous sidekick. Ebsen's career con-
tinued to flourish in “The Beverly
Hillbillies” and “Barnaby Jones.”
Nathan Boone said that his father
despised raccoon fur caps and did-
n’t wear one, wearing a wide-
brimmed felt or beaver hat instead.
There were comic books, bubble
gum and a #1 hit song called “The
Ballad of Davy Crockett.” Neither
Crockett, Boone, Parker or Ebsen
did any Kung Fu fighting.

NOW U-TURN

False rumors claim that my
hometown is getting a stoplight,
with a committee supposedly
formed to select the colors. A
woman made a U-turn on the high-
way and stopped at the gas station.
She waved her cellphone about
and said, “I can’t find Hartland on
the map and I’'m in it!”

Stoplights would have only
confused her. When I was a new
driver, a U-turn, either done legally
or illegally, was called hanging a
U-ie. A left turn was sometimes
called a Louis (pronounced
"Louie") and a right turn was hang-
ing a Ralph or a Ralphie.

I’VE LEARNED

Whereas most birds have three
to four toes on each foot, ostriches
are unique in that they have only
two.

Nearly all cigarette filters are
made of plastic fibers. The plastic,
cellulose acetate, degrades only

under severe biological circum-
stances, such as when filters col-
lect in sewage. Cigarette butts are
the most commonly littered item.

I had the hiccups for three
weeks. [ found a way to cure them.
Keep saying “pineapple” until they
go away. It works, but it takes three
weeks.

ASK AL

“How do you decide which
breakfast cereal to buy?” I read the
nutrition label and avoid any box
that carries a funeral home adver-
tisement.

“Why are the deceased’s arms
crossed in a casket?” The practice
of crossing arms in a casket is a
tradition that dates back to ancient
cultures that believed there would
be waterslides in the afterlife.

“Who said, ‘“The way to a man’s
heart is through his stomach’?” An
inept surgeon.

NATURE NOTES

As quick as a hiccup, the birds
glided into the conspicuous and vi-
brant red veins of spring, the red-
osier dogwood. The
many-stemmed shrub is a favorite
nest site of goldfinches and is also
called red twig dogwood, red wil-
low and redstem dogwood. Red-
osier dogwood has pliable stems
used in wicker baskets and furni-
ture. Why is a dogwood tree called
a dogwood? The possible origins
are many and varied. In the 1500s,
the trees were known in Europe as
the dagwood because the small
stems were used for daggers, ar-
rows or skewers. It might have
been referred to as a dag or dagge
in old English. It could have origi-
nated in colonial times because its
fruit was edible but not fit for dogs.
Another belief is that it’s called
dogwood because a medicine con-
cocted from its bark was used to
treat dogs plagued with mange.
Others suggest the name dogwood
is a derivation of the word "dag-
gerwood." Daggerwood sticks
were sharpened and used to skewer
meat for cooking.

European starlings attacked the
suet with a fierce hunger. They
were introduced into the U.S.,
reaching southeastern Minnesota
in 1929. Within a decade, they
were distributed statewide.

T. S. Roberts first observed a
flock of house sparrows in Minne-
apolis in 1876. A resident had a
dozen sparrows brought from New
York and released in a garden in
1875. By 1877, the house sparrow
was established as a breeding bird
in the Twin Cities.

MEETING ADJOURNED
“There are two ways of spread-
ing light: to be the candle or the
mirror that reflects it.”—Edith
Wharton.
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The best way to grow old

When Genie and I bought a cabin
at Beaver Lake by Ellendale, Minne-
sota, we didn't know any of the
neighbors.

As we drove down the road to our
cabin, we noticed one cabin in par-
ticular. We could tell when the occu-
pants were there because of all the
things outside by their cabin. (Typi-
cal lake things- shoes, towels, swim-
suits, sleeping tents, inner tubes, life
jackets, etc.) We decided both par-
ents must work judging the size of
the family and all the lake related
things. We later found out we were
right. The dad, Hugh Hall, was in the
Albert Lea school system plus a
radio announcer at KATE Radio in
Albert Lea. The mom, Pauline Hall,
besides being the driver of her own
taxi cab, found time for herself being

FACT OR FICTION

...you decide

by Bob Hanson, Emeritus

“If you repeat what you have read here, it may be used against you.”

involved in many not-for-pay activ-
ities, plus secretary for pay activities
at Queens Products and Naeve
(Mayo) Hospital in Albert Lea.

The years passed and the Hall
family sold their cabin on Beaver
Lake and lived in Albert Lea.

More years passed, the Hall kids
became adults out in the world doing
many good deeds.

More years passed, Hugh passed
away and Hugh took residence in the
room promised him.

Genie and I attended the celebra-
tion of life service for Pauline at
Salem Lutheran Church in Albert
Lea on Friday, January 31, 2025.

When Pauline met Hugh at a
church youth activity in St. Paul,
MN. High played a waltz on the

Church’s music system. They danced
one time around the Youth hall when
Hugh turned to her and said, “Wow,
we dance well together. Will you
marry me?”

Do you suppose as Pauline ac-
cepted the room promised her; Hugh
was there to dance a waltz with her?

Something to think about: the best
way to grow old is to enjoy life's op-
portunities as they present them-
selves. (Hugh and Pauline were
classic examples.)

Bob is a retired AAL (Aid Association for Lutherans)
agent, currently working on his master’s degree in Volunteer-
ing. His wife, Genie, is a retired RN, currently working on
her doctor’s degree in Volunteering. They have two children,
Deb in North Carolina, and Dan in New York. Bob says if
you enjoy his column, let him know. If you don’t enjoy it,
keep on reading, it can get worse. Words of wisdom: There
is always room for God.

HERITAGE BITS

i Lion’s

Schultz
on duty,

July 21

Club
Dunk
Tank-

John

Friday,

Ellendale Area Sportsmen’s Club Bed Races held Saturday,
July 22, at 2;00 p.m. The Busch Patrol team included:
Doug Willert, Kristi Blaschko, Bob Hareid,

Lynn Hecker, and Doug Klemmensen

Out for a stroll!!
Bonnie Sloan &
grandsons, Trevor &
Tyler Sloan, sons of
Gary & Brooke, in
wheelchair being
pushed by Deb
(Sloan) Harvey.
Lindsey Krejci, the

Cheri, is pushing the
stroller carrying

| Allison Sloan, infant

daughter of Gary &
Brooke and Anna

Bailey, daughter of

Steve & Mary Bailey

Compiled by BRENDA DOKKEN (2/13/25)
Ellendale Memories

m Snow
from Page 3

Coming again this year,
In their white Frosty Hue

A Waseca transplant,

But ties they did bind,

Here the greater part of 40 years
A love match they did find

A local friend, and

A supporter of the arts,

Who will it be this year?

The answer, the clues will impart.
Frosty: Week 2 Clue

A northerner from the start,

Frosty moved South for school

The major of study initially un-

known
But a degree was the general rule

Completing classes at Gustavus
And taking credits as MSU

A 1983 college graduate
History was a favored study too

Far out of school now

But to help pass the time

Frosty enjoys putting together
words

Possibly a limerick or a rhyme

Frosty: Week 3 Clue
Do you think you have Frosty
Narrowed down or found out?

Have you passed them around
town
While strolling out and about?

A lover of the arts

And items that are unique
Catch Frosty at the local stores
Browsing, and taking a peek

A supporter to all businesses

Big or small, or community driven

Donating time, talent or special
items

With their contribution, a unique
display given

Frosty: Week 4 Clue

Frosty patiently awaits the 21st,

For that date is the identity reveal

Money is on the line for guessers

Sweetening the guessing appeal

Details have been given,

But has it been enough?
Putting all the clues together
The sleuthing can be tough.

More information to go off of

That frosty along with their spouse

Have both been enjoying retire-
ment

Spending time both in and out of
the house

Medallion: Week 1 Clue
How quickly again,
The time of the year is here,
Another winter season bringing
the Sleigh & Cutter Community
Near

% New in 2022, one-level facility
% On-site crematory

*K Pre-need insurance agent

* Dedicated staff including

two full-time morticians

£ everything you need!

In our 75th year, the medallion
Once again is hidden

Bundle up for your search,
Perhaps you need a lucky mitten?

Hidden within the town

Easy to find but not in plain sight

The medallion is secured

Protected and strapped in tight.
Medallion: Week 2 Clue

One lucky winner

Will keep the grand prize

Their dedication and note taking

A technique which was wise

Now in support of the 75th year
And to give one more chance
The medallion will be re-hidden
In a special circumstance

$750 is now waiting

For the second lucky finder

The medallion hidden well
Good luck to the new pathfinder

Medallion: Week 3 Clue
The medallion re-hidden
where could it be?

Between 7 and 14,
What do you see?

Off the beaten path,

But easily attainable,

The medallion hides

Its location easily explainable

Not so noticeable now,
In plain sight it blends
Who will find the medallion,
Once found, the search ends.

Medallion: Week 3 Clue
On the West side of town
And West of the attraction,
The medallion hidden is
A bystander to the action

Enjoying the views
And animal sounds
The perfect place

To survey the grounds

The feel of the cool air
A lakeside winter breeze
The clues will guide

To its location with ease.

Medallion Hunt Rules

The medallion is hidden outdoors,
on public property within the Waseca
city limits. A $1,500 prize of
Chamber Dollars will be awarded at
the Star Fire Event Center at 8:30 on
Friday Feb 21, 2025. Bring the med-
allion to Waseca Area Chamber of
Commerce or Waseca Music. Clues
will be published each week in the
Waseca County News, Facebook,
Waseca County Pioneer, NRHEG
Star Eagle, and Waseca Sleigh &
Cutter Festival. Clues will also be
broadcast on KRUE and KOWZ
Radio and will be available online at
Waseca Area Chamber of Commerce
at info@wasecachamber.com .

The hunt is sponsored by:Waseca
County News, KEEN Bank, Xcel Energy,
KOWZ/KRUE Radio, Waseca VFW
Club 1642, and M Peters Enterprises.
Please thank these sponsors for support-
ing the 28th Annual Medallion Hunt!

OI.SON EXCAVATING
yE

sk GPS Controlled
Drain Tile Installation
sk Open Ditch Clean Cut
sk Backhoe/Dozer/Skidloader
sk Concrete And Tree Removal
% Rock, Gravel, & Dirt Hauling
sk Chainsawing & Stump Grinding
* Snow Removal & Sanding

789 Business Park Drive Wells, MN 56097
507-553-3124 e info@nasinecth.com

BFlatness Owner » % 507-845-2440 ' 507-383-2008
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NRHEG girls take
conference lead

Panthers upend first-place JWP, 76-55

It looked to be a showdown when
Gopher Conference West leader
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton visit-
ed second-place New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva  last
Friday.

It turned into a blowout.

The Panthers, sparked by a
smothering defense, bolted to a 34-
18 halftime advantage and went on
to a 76-55 victory. It improved
NRHEG to 7-1 in the Gopher
Conference West and 16-3 overall
while the Bulldogs fell to 6-1 and
20-3.

“This was a big program win,”
said NRHEG head coach Onika
Peterson. “The girls came out
tonight with confidence and they all
did their job and did it well. We
were able to hop out to a lead and
held it the whole game.”

The Bulldogs hit a couple of bas-
kets to cut the lead to nine but,
according to Peterson, the Bulldogs
were able to make the extra pass and
find an open teammate.

“We hit some big outside shots
and we rebounded so well,” said
Peterson. “Our defense was smoth-
ering. This was a big win and I
couldn’t be more proud of every sin-
gle girl in our program. It takes
every kid for us to be successful—

whether they are running scout
team, rebounding, diving on loose
balls, or hitting big shots.”

Quinn VanMaldeghem had a big
game for the Panthers with 30
points, 15 rebounds, 6 steals, 4
assists and 1 blocked shots. Her twin
sister, Camryn, finished with 25
points, 12 rebounds and one block.

Others: Gabby Schlaak 8P, 4R,
1A; Ezra Boerner 1R; Clara
Buendorf 4P, 1R, 1A; Chloe Stork
3R, 285, 1B; Kylie Olson 9P, 9R, 1S.

The Panthers won 69-49 at WEM
last Monday, leading 36-22 at half-
time.

“We started a little slow, but real-
ly came on strong in the second
half,” said Coach Peterson. “The
girls adjusted to WEM’s offensive
scheme and did a great job commu-
nicating. We came away with a win
and were able to get everyone in the
game. [ am very proud of my girls
and their ability to adjust and fight
every game.”

Individually: Schlaak 17P, 5R,
1A, 3S; Boerner 1P, 2R, 1A, 2S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 9P, 11R, 2S, 1B;
Buendorf 2P, 1R, 1S, 1B;
C.VanMaldeghem 28P, 12R, 1A, 6S,
2B; Stork 3R, 1A, 1S; Joey Rossing
3P; Olson 9P, 9R.

After hosing St. Clair Monday

BIG BOARD — Camryn VanMaldeghem grabs a defensive

points, 12 rebounds and a blocked shot.

and Alden-Conger/Glenville
tonight, the Panthers play Friday at
Randolph and finish the regular sea-
son Feb. 18 at Tri-City United.

Gopher Conference West
W-L  Ov.
NRHEG 7-1 16-5

JWP 6-1 20-3
WEM 4-3 13-10
United South Central 1-6 13-10
Medford 0-7 0-22
Gopher Conference East
W-L Ov.
Triton 7-0 19-2

rebound during the NRHEG girls’
basketball team’s 76-55 victory over visiting JWP last Friday. VanMaldeghem finished with 25

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

Hayfield/Schaeffer Ac.5-2 11-9
Bethlehem Academy 3-3 8-10
Randolph 24 7-11
Blooming Prairie 2-5 6-15
Kenyon-Wan. 1-6 7-15

-

%
S

LOSS TO THE LEADERS — The NRHEG boys’ basketball team came up short against Gopher
Conference West leader JWP 76-41 Friday. Here, the Panthers’ Jordan Brouwers dribbles the ball
as the Bulldogs’ Ethan Born defends.

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

NRHEG boys fall to
WEM, Nicollet, JWP

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva boys’ basketball
team dropped three games in the
past week, 73-45 to WEM last
Monday, 74-51 to Nicollet
Thursday and 76-41 to JWP Friday.

Panthers coach Dan Schmidt
expected a tough game against
WEM.

“We knew we were going to be in
for a grind, and WEM proved it,”
said Schmidt. “They put a lot of ball
pressure on teams, and unfortunate-
ly we just lost our composure
against it.”

The Buccaneers, according to
Schmidt, dictated the pace of the
game from the start.

“We have to go back to the draw-
ing board on not only preparing our
guys for that kind of ball pressure,
but also helping them get confi-
dence against it,” said Schmidt.
“We had openings at times, but we
hesitated taking them. We played
significantly better than when we
played at Waterville earlier this
year, so we're taking that as a posi-
tive. The guys continue to play
hard, and that's always something
that will help us turn the corner
when we can stack some good play
from start to finish.”

Individually for = NRHEG:
Greyson Schaefer 4 points, 10
rebounds, 1 blocked shot; Calvin

Nissen 7P, 1R, 1 assist, 1 steal;
Owen Wayne 6P, 1R, 1A; Brendan
Schmidt 7P, 2R, 5A, 1S; Justin
Beauvais 3P, Lavon Jewison 2P, 2R,
1A, 1B; Hudson Chrz 2P, 1R, 1A,
2B; Mack Gilliland 2P, IR, 1S, 1B;
Sean Lassahn 8P, 3R, 1A.

Invididually at Nicollet: Schaefer
9P, 11R, 1S, 1B; Nissen 13P, 1R,
2A, 1S; wayne 8P, 2R, 4S, 1B;
Schmidt 4P, 11R, 2A, 1S, 3B;
Beauvais 3P, 1A; Jewison 2P, 1R,
1S; Dom Olson 2P, IR; Chrz 3P, IR,
Gilliland 3P, 1A, 1S; Lassahn 4P,
1R, 1A, 1S; Brock Holland 1R.

Against JWP: Schaefer 3P, 14R,
1B; Nissen 13P, 2R, 4S; Wayne 10P,
2R, 2A, 2S; Schmidt 3R, 1A, 2S;
Olson 3P, 1R; Gilliland 4P, 2R, 1A;
Lassahn 4P, 4R; Holland IR, 1A,
1B; Zander Hanna 2R.

The Panthers, 1-6 in the Gopher
Conference and 3-18 overall, play
tonight at Mankato Loyola at 7 p.m.
and Friday at 7:15 at Alden-Conger.
They’re home Feb. 17 at 7:15
against Tri-City United.

Gopher Conference West

W-L Overall
JWP 6-0 164
WEM 5-1 119
United South Central 3-3 7-15
NRHEG 1-6 3-18
Medford 0-5 0-19

Wrestlers compete
with Gopher champs

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva wrestling team
had the misfortune of facing Gopher
Conference champion Kenyon-
Wanamingo in its final home dual
meet Thursday.

But the Panthers, according to
head coach Shawn Larson, were
able to compete while dropping a
59-14 decision.

“Those who know wrestling well,
and have been watching our team,
know that we are getting better,”
said Larson. “It is tough to have the
Gopher Conference champions for
our last home match. They are a
good team, and we believe we com-
peted with them.”

The Panthers had three dominant
bonus-point wins. Harbor
Cromwell, 160 pounds, and Ryan
Schlaak, 172, won by technical fall.
Cole Hutchens earned a major deci-
sion at 215. The Panthers forfeited
at 127 and 285.

The results, by weight:

107 — Liam Sommer (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Grahm Jacobson
(Fall 3:25)

114 — Gabriel Ramirez (Kenyon-

"Those who
know wrestling
well, and have
been watching
our tfeam, know
that we are geft-

fing better.”
— Shawn Larson

Wanamingo) over Charles Tufte
(Fall 4:43)

121 — Bryan Jacobson (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Dakota Schlaak
(Fall 1:08)

127 — Ryan LaCanne (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Unknown (For.)

133 — Reed Sommer (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Chase Johannsen
(TF 18-2)

139 — Masyn Hanson (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Khaiden Madson
(Fall 1:12)

145 — Luke Johnson (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Logan Schiell

-1 1

MAJOR DECISION — NRHEG’s Cole Hutchens, top, tries to turn over Kenyon-Wanamingo’s

Knute Ronningen for back points on his way to a 10-1 major decision Thursday in New Richland.

(Fall 0:59)

152 — Logan Trump (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Noah Weller
(Fall 3:16)

160 - Harbor Cromwell
(NRHEG) over Myles Thompson
(TF 18-3)

172 — Ryan Schlaak (NRHEG)
over Ryan Rechtzigel (TF 19-4)

189 — Brennan Flotterud
(Kenyon-Wanamingo) over Wyaltt
Larson (Fall 5:41)

215 — Cole Hutchens (NRHEG)
over Knute Ronningen (MD 10-1)

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

285 — Charles Koncur (Kenyon-
Wanamingo) over Unknown (For.)

The Panthers open section tourna-
ment team competition tonight, with
the finals set for Saturday. Section
individual finals are Feb. 22 at 10
a.m. at Blue Earth Area.

WHS icemen
win 2 of 3

The Waseca High School
boys’ hockey team went 2-1 this
past week, defeating Minnesota
River 7-1 last Tuesday at
LeSueur, blanking Fairmont at
home 10-0 Thursday and falling
5-2 in a nonconference game at
Blake Academy Saturday.

While the shots on goal were
fairly close at Minnesota River,
36-26 in favor of Waseca, the
game was not. The Bluejays led
2-0 at the end of the first period
and 5-0 after two.

Waseca took nine penalties for
26 minutes while Minnesota
River was whistled five times
for 10 minutes.

Scoring for the Bluejays were
Hunter  Anderson, Henry
Huttemier, Jude Gehring and
Beckett Srp, with assists by
Cash Lynch, Jackson Tesch,
Otto Schoenrock, Jackson Dahl,
Srp, Lucas Groll, Jude Gehring
and Griffin Storey.

Josiah Schmidtke was in goal
for the Bluejays.

The Bluejays dominated win-
less Fairmont at home Thursday,
leading 4-0 after one period and
8-0 after two. They outshot the
Cardinals 49-4.

Goal scorers: Jayden Gehring,
Avery Selvik, Tesch, Easton
Danks, Schoenrock, Anderson,
Jude Gehring, Huttemier, with
assists going to Jayden Gehring,
Anderson, Selvik, Groll, Tesch,
Storey, Srp, Dahl and Lynch.

The Waseca goaltender was
Carter Martens.

The Bluejays scored first at
Blake Saturday, but the Bears
scored four unanswered goals in
the second period while out-
shooting the Bluejays 39-26.

Martens took the loss in goal.

The Bluejays, 12-1-1 in the
Big South, good for second
place behind Luverne, improved
to 17-3-2 overall.

Waseca plays tonight at
Luverne at 7:15 and finishes the
regular season Saturday at 2:45
at Marshall.

Big South Standings
WLT PTS Overall

Luverne 13-0-126 18-4-1
Waseca 12-1-125 17-3-2
Marshall 8-6-0 16 10-13-0
New Ulm 7-4-0 14 10-10-2
Minn. River 5-5-0 10 10-13-0

Worthington 5-8-0 10 6-17-0
Windom 5-9-0 10 6-16-1
Redwood V. 4-12-0 8 5-18-0
Fairmont  0-14-0 0 0-21-0

Flyers end
season with
loss to top-
seeded
Farmington

The South Central Flyers
girls’ hockey team saw its sea-
son end last Wednesday with a
6-0 loss at top-seeded
Farmington in the Section 2A
quarterfinals.

The Flyers, seeded eighth
among nine teams in the sec-
tion, reached the quarterfinals
by defeating Austin 3-2 in over-
time Monday, Feb. 3 at Waseca
Community Arena. It was the
second time this season the
Flyers defeated Austin.

The Flyers finished with a
record of 10-16-1. Farmington
improved to 16-7-2.

Farmington, which led 3-0
after one period and 4-0 after
two, outshot the Flyers 76-4.

Ilamay Draheim was in goal
for the Flyers.

The 2024-25 Flyers included
seniors Katlyn Schueler and
Stevie Johnston,  juniors
Madalyn Benson and Kaylee
Lawson, sophomores Jayden
Drager, Emma Huelsnitz,
McKenna Mortensen, Makayla
Forthun and Draheim, freshmen
Savannah  Conway, Sadie
Wagner, Clara Nowrocki and
Allison Drager, 8th-graders Ava
Greden, Camila Staloch, Zoey
Gibson and Maddie Hanna, and
7th-grader Lila Pavlic.

The Flyers were led by co-
head coaches Chas Benson and
Amanda Reed, assisted by
Steve Gravgarrd, Abbe Hoehn
and Tony Schied.
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HCFC offers free
admission to all

Thanks to Hy-Vee, we're excited
to announce that for the entire
month of February, admission to
the History Center of Freeborn
County is FREE for ALL!

Stop in and explore our capti-
vating more than thirty exhibits,
check out the hands-on stations
too, visit the Research Library and
gift shop! Please note that pro-
gramming is not included in this
offer.

Make the most of this opportu-
nity and discover the rich history
of our community. We can't wait

Happy
Here!

© 2024 Tom Fobbe

to welcome you!

The Freeborn County Historical
Society is a non-profit educational
and cultural institution established
in 1948, committed to building the
future by preserving the past.
HCEFC collects, preserves and tells
the story of Freeborn County’s
past through museum exhibits, re-
search, collections, tours, and edu-
cational programs. The History
Center is located at 1031 Bridge
Avenue, Albert Lea, MN. For
more information, visit us online
at lovehistory.org.

Poems about small town life

What do small towns offer up?
Community appeal!

A sense of pride

That’s undenied,

And downright friendly feel.

CANCER
HEART DISEASE
EMOTIONAL TRAUMA

The greatest dangers firefighters face
are often invisible. MNnFIRE’s no-cost
health and wellness resources are
protecting firefighters across the state.

MnFlRE Supporting Our

Hometown Heroes
Assistance Program

Hometown Heroes

mnfirehealth.org

LTO lightens
the mood with
‘Spelling Bee’

By: Joni Hubred
Steele County Times

“I think it’s a great combination of
comedy and heart. It’s something we
could all use right now.”

That’s how director William
Mclntyre describes Little Theatre of
Owatonna’s latest production, “The
25th Annual Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee.” It opens Feb. 13 on the
Sharon Stark Auditorium stage and
runs Thursdays-Sundays through
Feb. 23.

Mclntyre knows the show well; he
was part of the cast in the Merlin
Players’ 2018 production. The au-
dience follows six kids, all hyped up
for the annual bee and all “drastically
different.”

“During the show we get a
glimpse into each of their home lives
and the reasons they’re competing,”
Mclntyre said. “You see how quirky
they are, and how each of them has
challenges, but they find confidence
and hope in spelling.”

Tricia Murphy plays Olive Os-
trovsky, who she describes as “a
sweet and quirky girl.”

“She loves words and spelling!
Olive's also very kindhearted; she's
often the character that comforts the
other spellers,” Murphy said.

After moving to Owatonna with
her partner in 2023, Murphy looked
for a community theater as a way to
meet people.

“At that time, it had been nearly 10

years since I had been on stage,” she
said. “I had been teaching, which
usually had me in a directing posi-
tion.”

At that time, LTO was shutting
down for renovations, so Murphy au-
ditioned in Faribault for Paradise
Community Theater’s “If/Then,” di-
rected by Mclntyre. He was a big
part of her decision to audition for
“Spelling Bee.”

“Not trying to sound like a middle
schooler, but Will was directing, and
my new theater friends were au-
ditioning. But also, I listened to the
show, and I knew I had to perform
the ‘I Love You’ song,” she said.

Heather Burke plays Rona Lisa
Peretti, "the face of the Bee.” She’s
able to do the show as her husband,
Mike, “is an absolute rockstar," car-
ing for their children, ages 4, 3, and
11 months. “I literally wouldn't be
able to do this without his love and
support.”

Peretti, she said, has a unique re-
lationship with the students.

"She sees herself when she looks
at them because she was one of them
in her past,” Burke said. “She's also
really quirky. She claims the bee is
not for braggarts, yet she takes sev-
eral moments and makes them about
her, which is super funny.”

This marks the third time Burke
has played the same role. She per-
formed with Mclntyre the last time
as well.

Cast members are rehearsing for Little Theatre of Owatonna’s
production of “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,”
which opens next week.

“It's been so exciting to see his vi-
sion for the whole show and not just
his character,” she said. “I love per-
forming, and this show has helped
me create new friendships because of
the small cast... Theater is a place to
foster friendships and relationships.
You gain confidence in how you
present yourself, and you create con-
nections with others outside of the
cast.”

Burke said she’s grateful to the
committee and everyone who sup-
ported LTO’s Raise the Curtain
Fundraiser, which led to improve-
ments the audience may not see, but
have “made a huge difference for the
safety of everyone in the building.”

Burke and Murphy hope the au-
dience can just sit back and enjoy the
performance—and maybe take a little
piece of it home.

"We are stuck as a society on
being tough all the time, and we end
up pushing ourselves too much and
become distracted by the future and
forget that it's okay to sit back and
just enjoy the little things,” Burke

said.

“At first glance, it looks like a cute
show about nerdy kids at a spelling
bee, but we quickly see that there's a
lot more going on in each characters'
lives,” Murphy said. “I hope we can
all choose to be more like Olive and
treat everyone with empathy and
kindness.”

Mclntyre said the show is “rated”
PG-14 because of language and
some adult-level conversations. Also,
audience members will be able to
drop their names in a fishbowl for a
chance to get up on stage as a speller.

The show, he said, “is guaranteed
to make you laugh, maybe make you
cry.”

“We’ll take you out of the world
you’re in, and into the world of the
25th Annual Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee.””

To find more information and pur-
chase tickets for the 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling Bee, visit
littletheatreofowatonna.org.

Check your home for radon this month

With doors and windows shut tight
against the cold, dangerous levels of
cancer-causing radon gas can build
up in homes during the winter
months, posing a health risk. Waseca
County Public Health reminds res-
idents that now is the time to test or
retest homes for radon.

Radon is a colorless, odorless gas
that occurs naturally in soil and can
enter homes through cracks and
other openings in the walls or foun-
dation. When inhaled over a long
period of time, radioactive radon par-
ticles can damage lungs and lead to

lung cancer. In fact, radon causes
about 21,000 lung cancer deaths in
the U.S. each year.

Due to its unique geology and cold
climate:

e The average Minnesota home
radon level is more than 3x the na-
tional average.

* Asmany as 70% of Southwest
Minnesota homes have high radon,
compared with 40% in the rest of the
state.

“You can’t see or smell radon, so
the only way to know if it’s in your
home, and help prevent future

cancers, is to test for it,” said Dan
Tranter, supervisor of the Indoor Air
Unit at the Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH). “People who have
detected high radon levels and in-
stalled a radon mitigation system
should test every 2 years to confirm
the system is working. People who
have tested before and results were
low should test every five years.”
Tranter also noted that people
should test sooner if the home has
had significant changes (such as sig-
nificant renovations, changes to an
HVAC system or openings to soil),

and if you use ground contact spaces
that weren’t tested before (such as a
basement or new addition).

During National Radon Action
Month in January, Waseca County
Public Health provides test kits at no
cost. For information about the avail-
ability of these test kits, contact
Tevyn Schmidt at 507-835-0657 or
stop at the front desk. Test kits also
can be purchased at hardware and
home improvement stores or ordered
for $12.95 at mn.radon.com.

SCPH announces funding for SHIP awards

[STEELE COUNTY, Minnesota]
—[02/06/25] — Steele County Public
Health (SCPH) is thrilled to an-
nounce additional funding for the
Statewide Health Improvement

putnam County
spelling Bee

About the Show

Six quirky kids compete for
the spelling championship
of a lifetime, sharing hilar-

ious and touching stories
along the way. As they
tackle tricky (and some-
times made-up) words,
they hope to avoid the
dreaded ding of elimina-
tion. One wins—everyone
else gets a juice box. With

audience participation and

sharp comedy, The 25th
Annual Putnam County

Spelling Bee is a riotous,
feel-good experience.

Music & Lyrics by William Finn
Book by Rachel Sheinkin

Conceived by Rebecca Feldman
Additional Material by Jay Reiss

Genre: Comedy (Musical)
Director: William Mclntyre

Technical Director: Victoria Bartkowiak

The 25th Annual

Partnership (SHIP) Community
Partner Awards. This funding will
provide over $20,000 to community
organizations, schools, and work-
places to support initiatives that

Feb

Thursday, 13 -7:30 PM
Friday, 14 - 7:30 PM
Saturday, 15-7:30 PM
Sunday, 16 - 2:00 PM

-'rhe.z;:‘\ Annual P’ui-hmw_ Lounty .

ruary Pé

promote physical activity, healthy
eating, commercial tobacco preven-
tion, and mental well-being. The
overall goal is to create lasting im-
provements to policies, systems,

NG BEE

rformances
Thursday, 20 - 7:30 PM
Friday, 21-7:30 PM
Saturday, 22 - 7:30 PM
Sunday, 23 - 2:00 PM

LittleTheatre
of Owatonna

560 Dunnell Dr, Owatonna, MN 55060
www.littletheatreofowatonna.org

Originally produced on Broadway by David
Stone, James L. Nederlander, Barbara
Whitman, Patrick Catullo, Barrington Stage
Company, and Second Stage Theatre

Licensing & Rights -The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is presented
through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized

performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com

and environments, to make healthy
living easier for Steele County res-
idents and prevent chronic diseases
like diabetes, heart disease, and
cancer.

Steele County SHIP has funded a
variety of impactful projects, in-
cluding physical education and
playground equipment in schools,
healthy snack stations and breast-
feeding rooms in workplaces, and
smoke-free signage throughout the
community. “Steele County’s SHIP
program is able to award additional
funding this year due to a staffing
transition which freed up budgeted
funds that were carried forward into
this year,” said Ethan Rindfleisch,
Steele County SHIP Coordinator.

Interested applicants should sub-
mit an Idea Proposal, available on
the SCPH website under “Funding
Opportunities” by March 3rd at 5
p.m. Applicants will then meet with
the SHIP Coordinator to discuss
next steps and complete a full appli-
cation. Applications will be re-
viewed by Steele County’s SHIP
Community Leadership Team, a
dedicated group of individuals that
represent SHIP’s priority areas and
amplify the voices of Steele
County’s diverse population to en-
sure community-driven funding
decisions. Award announcements
are expected in early April. For
questions, please contact Ethan
Rindfleisch at SHIP@Steele-
CountyMN.gov or (507) 444-7650.

Steele County Public Health is
dedicated to preventing disease,
promoting wellness, and protecting
the health of Steele County res-
idents through a variety of services
such as family health programs, im-
munization clinics, and home health
care. SCPH also provides resources
for radon and water testing, health
education, and emergency prepa-
redness to realize its vision of
Healthy People in Healthy Com-
munities. Learn more: https://steele-
countymn.gov/public_health.
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Shown here are pictures of my grandsons when they were younger and enjoying the fishing on our Iake Another is of the boys
sitting around the campfire eating lunch. Seated left to right are Dylan, Trevor, Grant and Taylor.

Taking time to smell the pine trees

When our family first began work-
ing on the land that we had pur-
chased in Northern Minnesota, it was
a dream come true. My son Brian
had a definite plan for the kind of
cabin that we would build. He is a
carpenter at heart and had worked in
the trade for a few years. He drew up
the blueprints and together we
planned where the cabin would sit.
With a lot of hard work, we, along
with my son Brad, and my grand-
sons, made this a reality. We also had
some help from some of our friends
along the way.

Each time that I have to cut up a
fallen pine tree and handle the
freshly cut wood, I get a little pine tar
on my hands or gloves. This, to me,
is the sweetest smell that I can take
in. It signals the outdoors to me and
also reminds me of the work that it
has taken to make this little piece of
paradise our own.

When I was working, I made it
through the winter by planning my
summer vacation, which usually in-

igw.g
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Woods

and Water

by Dick Herfindahl
Outdoors Writer

volved going up north camping. 1
now survive the winter months by
planning for the upcoming season at
the cabin. My son Brad and his son
Dylan have been coming up to the
cabin with me for a couple of times
each summer. I always enjoy our
time there, fishing and doing work
on the cabin. Spending time with
family has always been my favorite
part of having this cabin.

Dylan and his wife Kloe have
blessed us with our first great grand-
son, Krew, so I know that things will
be different for Dylan now. I hope
that I will be there to see when Krew

catches his first fish. I can envision
our great granddaughter Avery and
Krew playing together at family get-
togethers.

We were lucky enough to have
plenty of fish in the lake when our
grandkids were growing up. When |
am there by myself, I swear that I can
still hear the boys’ voices echoing
through the woods while excitedly
calling out for grandpa to look at the
fish that they had caught. Those are
memories that will last me a lifetime.

Until the next time: When I look
back at those days of building our
cabin and clearing the land, I am

grateful for my family. Everyone
chipped in and did their part to make
this a place where we could share
quality time together.

I am already making some plans to
improve life at the cabin. There are
many things that need to be done
both in and around the cabin. My son
Brad has a lot of good ideas, and he
will help put those into play. Think-
ing about this should make me ex-
cited about the upcoming spring.

I have heard that the walleyes have
been biting on Fountain Lake this
winter. | also noticed that someone
decided to do a little trolling with
their car. It didn’t end well for that
person, but at least everyone was all
right. I won’t give a lecture about
safe ice, but this is a prime example
of not knowing how thick the ice is.

Please show your support for our
troops who are now deployed. These
service men and women are making
that sacrifice, so that we may have
the many freedoms that we enjoy
today.
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ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School,

Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m.

Worship

Wednesday - 5:15 p.m. Supper;

6 p.m. Bible Study

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship

* £ *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship, Sunday School; 10 a.m.
Coftee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confir-
mation; 7 p.m. Council meeting
(first Wednesday)
£ % *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30
a.m. Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * £

VISTA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
£ B3 *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9
a.m. Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.;
Bonfires and Yard Games, 6
p-m. until dark
* * *
CROSS OF GLORY
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota

Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First
Tuesday)

* k
WEST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN

Hartland, Minnesota

Rev. Marcia Pedersen
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
Tuesday - Council meeting (First
tuesday of the month)

Quilting meets 9:00 a.m. Wed-
nesday, see newsletter for dates.
£ % %
HARTLAND EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Hartland, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
MANCHESTER
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
Manchester, Minnesota
Pastor Phillip K. Lepak
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
%k * *

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Frerichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on Ist, 3rd and

4th Fridays p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.

* * *
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
Geneva, Minnesota
Pastor Leandra Anderson
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship

(times very for holidays)
Monday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

SIMPLY CHURCH
105 Second Street North East
Geneva, Minnesota
Todd Lundgren, Pastor
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. Bible Study;
10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
VIBRANT LIFE
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
CHURCH
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor David Modder
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 10

f ’
teve s

EST 1973

NEW RICHLAND
CARE CENTER

Exceptional
care by and for
Exceptional

Meat Market

Awand Wirning Home-Cured oMeat Producty

Ellendale, MN 56026

PH: 507-684-2331
FAX: 507-684-3109

N Your local family-owned store for
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats,
friendly service & great prices!

Weagner Foods

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway
New Richland, MN

newrichlandgrocery.com

a.m. Kids church
Check the website for additional
updates
www.vibrantlifeag.com
* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN, AFLC
Ellendale, Minnesota
Pastor Kyle Smith

Saturday - 8 a.m. Men’s Bible
Study
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship
Monday - 7 p.m. Call to prayer
Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. Bible
Study; 6 p.m. Confirmation; 7-9
p-m. Youth Group (No confirma-
tion during summer)

% * *

ELLENDALE UNITED
METHODIST
Ellendale, Minnesota

Randy Cirksena, Pastor
Sunday - Summer Service time
is 9:30 a.m. Worship; 9:15 a.m.
Sunday school. (No summer
sunday school)
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. begin-
ning after Sept. 3. Sunday
School from Oct through May
from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Food shelf is open every Thurs-
day from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

£ % *

CENTRAL FREEBORN LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Pastor Matt Griggs

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those
wanting to listen through their
car radios at FM 90.7
* * *
EAST FREEBORN
LUTHERAN
Pastor Matt Griggs
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
FM Transmitter is used for those
wanting to listen through their
car radios at FM 89.3
£ B3 *

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH LCMS
Hollandale, Minnesota
Pastor Jesse Krusemark

Sunday— 9 a.m. Worship
* * *
HOLLANDALE REFORMED
Rev. Neal Ooms

101 East Park Avenue
Hollandale, Minnesota
Sunday— 9:30 a.m. Worship;
10:45 a.m. Sunday School
* * k
ZION LUTHERAN, ELCA
Rural Ellendale
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday— 8:30 a.m. Worship
£ B3 *
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN,
ELCA
Meriden, Minnesota
Deacon Billie Jo Wicks
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
%k * *
PONTOPPIDAN LUTHERAN
Lemond Township
Pastor Dave Klawiter
Sunday— 10:15 a.m. Worship
% * *
FIRST LUTHERAN, LCMC
Hope, Minnesota
Pastor Sandy Miller
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15
a.m. Youth/Adult Study
* £ *

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clarks Grove, Minnesota
Pastor James Cameron
Sunday— 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
%k * *

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

CHURCH of LITOMYSL

Father Peter Schuster
Sunday— 8 a.m. Sacrament of
Reconciliation; 8:30 a.m. Mass
with Children’s Church; Pre-
school Sunday School during
Mass
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. - Faith
Formation classes for grades K-
Confirmation
www.litomysl.webs.com
www.stisidoreschool.webs.com
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor

Sunday — 8 a.m. Worship; 9:10
a.m. Sunday School and Bible
Study

* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

WERALE CREMATION SERYc

===

1415 Hwy 13N
Albert Lea, MN 56007
bayviewfuneral @gmail.com
507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

yview Freebo

JANIKE
SEEDS

Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Rev. Larry Sipe, pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* £ *

ST. PAUL UNITED
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday - 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School; 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
PEACE UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Minnesota Lake, Minnesota
Interim Pastor
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* £ *

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Rev. Larry Sipe
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* £ *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:45 a.m. Worship
* % *

THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch Pres-
ident
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament
Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Ac-
tivities, ages 12-18
% 3k *

NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS
MUST BE MADE BY NOTI-
FICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CON-
GREGATION TO THE STAR
EAGLE.

PIONEER

BRAND - SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE

(507) 995-6627

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

’ Hartland MN

economicsi«

MARK BERNARD
Crop Consultant

THOMPSO
SANITATION, IN

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
ROLLOFFS ¢ RECYCLING

People!

(507) 465-3292

312 1st Street NE, New Richland, MN

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042

(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

(507) 461-1775

121 3rd St. N.E.
New Richland,
MN 56072

.

CERTIFIED
CROP ADVISER

Clarks Grove Office:
108 N. Independence Ave.
Clarks Grove, MN 56016

Phone: 507-256-4370
thompsonsanitation.com

LOOKING BACK

25 Years Back

- Dale Bayerkohler, treasurer of the New Richland Lions, pre-
sented Pastor John Hendrickson of First Congregational Church,
New Richland with checks amounting to $6,000 last Thursday even-
ing. Since the New Richland Lions was founded in 1969 through the
combined efforts of a number of members of the community, the or-
ganization has supported many community drives and assisted many
organizations, families and individuals with funds raised at their
semi-annual pancakes breakfast.

- Grand Champion! Thomas Wacholz won the New Richland Cub
Scouts Pinewood Derby, held here January 16. Thomas received his
championship plaque from Cub Master Jacky Payne.

- The New Richland Commercial Club reviewed the accomplish-
ments of the past year and elected new officers at the annual meeting
and banquet, Friday, January 21 at the American Legion Clubrooms.
Bernie Anderson, treasurer, was in charge due to the fact that Beth Wes-
selhoeft, president, and Dale Halgren, vice president, were unable to
attend. Anita Staloch was elected president; Dale Halgren vice pres-
ident; Gary Billing secretary and Bernie Anderson treasure. Board
members elected were Dr. Ray Mielke, Corrine Schuller and Beth Wes-
selhoeft. Anderson welcomed new members, Joyce Hansen, owner of
Du Drop Inn and Todd Stencel of New Richland Insurance Agency.

- The North Central Weed Science Society has selected Thomas
Hoverstad to receive the Distinguished Achievement in Weed Science
Professional Staff Award. Hoverstad has been on staff at the U of M
Southern Research and outreach Center at Waseca for the past 17 years.
He is currently a scientist in the agronomy/weed management program.

- Winter really arrived! In southern Minnesota last week, five to six
inches of snow fell over Waseca County and the surrounding area.
Moving the snow kept most folks in New Richland busy for a couple
of days. Here, Joe Duenes blows the snow out of his driveway and
front walk. The happiest folks were the kids who had not had much
opportunity to use their sleds this winter.

50 Years Back

- Waldorf-Pemberton High School Honor Roll, 2nd Quarter - 1974-
75 Seniors. A-Becky Ewert, Darla Goodrich, Bonita Tesch, Daniel
Geary, Susan Schubbe. B-Bonnie Benson, Lynn Ewald, Cynthia Mur-
phy, Lynn Drager, Darla Halstead, Deborah Webster, Lori Bluhm.
JUNIORS: A-Robert Drager, JoAnn Kajewski, Amy Sonnek, Julia
Haakinson, Jan Kunkel, Darrel Hankerson, Debra McCoy. B-Randy
Burmeister, Kim Hofman, Carol Kunz, Yvonne Geary, Richard Krause,
Shawn McDonough, Diane Goebel, Cindy Kruse and Ronald Rausch.

- Arlene S. Thompson has been named New Richland High Schools
12975 Betty Crocker Family leader of tomorrow. Miaa Thompson won
the honor by scoring high in a written knowledge and attitude examina-
tion administered to high school seniors here and throughout the coun-
try December 3rd. She will receive a specially designed award from
General Mills, sponsor of the annual Betty Crocker Search for Lead-
ership in Family Living, and becomes eligible for state national honors.

- Eric Purdie, Jon Parrlott and Ted Rosenback. The boys seem to
have decided that maybe there aren't any fish in the fishing hole, as
they fished patiently during the Ice Fishing Derby at St. Olaf Lake,
Sunday afternoon.

- Don Longley Memorial Scholarships were awarded at the Ameri-
can Shorthorn Association Annual Awards Banquet recently at the Den-
ver Hilton. Winners of this year's scholarships are Lynn Ewald,
Waldorf, John Gunn, Greenfield, Ind., and Gloria Walters, Paola, Kan.
Ewald is a senior at Waldorf-Pemberton High School where he is an
honor student. He has also won many showmanship and livestock ef-
ficiency awards for 4-H and FFA.

75 Years Back

- A son, weighing eight pounds, ten ounces, was born to Mr. and
Mrs. Alex Kalis, Tuesday, March 7, at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea.
They have another son Gary, and a daughter Joan.

- Tommy Smith and Burton Halvorson are expected to reach New
Richland Saturday evening following their discharge from the U.S.
Navy. Burton will receive his “Mustering out” at Washington D.C.,
while Tommy will be discharged at Norfolk, Va. The boys were to-
gether through much of their training. Burton, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Olaf Halvorson of Albert Lea, attended school here.

- Mr. and Mrs. Louis Seberson of New Richland were honored Sun-
day on their 40th wedding anniversary when about seventy-five rel-
atives and friends called on them during the afternoon and evening.
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LEGAL

NOTICES

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED
BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That default has occurred in the
conditions of the following
described mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: November
4,2022

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT
OF MORTGAGE: $198,341.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Eric Chambers,
a single person

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for United
Wholesale Mortgage, LLC

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING:
Recorded on November 18, 2022 as
Document Number A332149; as
modified of record by document
recorded on April 1, 2024 as
Document Number A336478 in the
Office of the County Recorder of
Waseca County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:
Assigned to: Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC by assignment
recorded on December 24, 2024 as
Document Number A338873 in the
Office of the County Recorder of
Waseca County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot 7, Block 1, First
Addition to City of Waseca, Waseca
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 525 3RD AVE NE,
WASECA, MN 56093

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY
IS LOCATED: Waseca County,

Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON
THE DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$161,467.05

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: United Wholesale
Mortgage, LLC

RESIDENTIAL SERVICER:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 17.276.0060

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER: 100032412225875530

THAT no action or proceeding has
been instituted at law to recover the
debt then remaining secured by such
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if

the action or proceeding has been
instituted, that the same has been
discontinued, or that an execution
upon the judgment rendered therein
has been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of sale
contained in said mortgage, the
above described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said county as
follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE:
March 20, 2025 at 10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Waseca County
Sherift’s Office, 122 3rd Ave. NW,
Waseca, MN 56093.

to pay the debt then secured by said
mortgage and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on the
premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by law. The
time allowed by law for redemption
by said mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is six (6)
months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage
is reinstated or the property
redeemed, or unless the time for
redemption is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the premises
by 11:59 p.m. on September 22,
2025.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR REDEMPTION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE
IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE
NOT PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:
None

Dated: January 22, 2025

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING,
LLC
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee

25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(24-1479-FCO01)

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
Published in the Star Eagle
January 30, February 6, 13, 20, 27
and March 6, 2025

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY WASECA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 81-PR-25-37

Estate of David A. Millang a/k/a
David Allen Millang a/k/a David
Millang, Decedent

NOTICE OF INFORMAL PRO-
BATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an application
for informal probate of the Dece-
dent’s Will, dated September 30,
2024, and (“Will”), has been filed
with the Registrar. The application
has been granted.

Notice is also given that the Reg-
istrar has informally appointed Gary
F. Korogi, whose address is 27499
145th Street, New Richland, Minne-
sota, 56072, as personal representa-
tive of the Estate of the Decedent.
Any heir, devisee or other interested
person may be entitled to appoint-
ment as personal representative or
may object to the appointment of

the personal representative. Unless
objections are filed with the Court
(pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sec-
tion 524.3-607) and the Court other-
wise orders, the personal
representative has full power to ad-
minister the Estate, including, after
30 days from the date of issuance of
letters, the power to sell, encumber,
lease or distribute real estate.

Any objections to the probate of the
Will or appointment of the Personal
Representative must be filed with

this Court and will be heard by the
Court after the filing of an appropri-
ate petition and proper notice of
hearing.

Notice is also given that (subject to
Minnesota Statutes section 524 .3-
801) all creditors having claims
against the Estate are required to
present the claims to the personal
representative or to the Court Ad-
ministrator within four months after
the date of this Notice or the claims
will be barred.

DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Benefits

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Long-Term Disability

Story Idea?
463-8112

Lo e Wo Event

ONLY 50 TICKETS AVAILABLE

$15.00/TICKET

PROGRAM @ T7:00P.M.
ENTERTAINMENT BY AL BATT

AND MUSIC BY JOY TRIO

O

Saturday February 15, 2025

Contact: Karol Foster 507-339-6508
to reserve a ticket.

Ellendale United Methodist Church

Entertainment, music and spectacular raffle items!
$1.00 per ticket for raffel items

All proceeds to benefit Rachel’s Light and
Finley’s Wings at Work

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

A charitable beneficiary may
request notice of the probate pro-
ceedings be given to the Attorney
General pursuant to Minnesota Stat-
utes section 501B .41, subdivision 5.

Dated: January 24,2025 Barb
Stevensen

Deputy Probate Registrar
Shannon M. Asselin

Court Administrator

Attorney for Personal Representa-

tive

Eythan G. Frandle

Peterson, Kolker, Haedt & Benda,
Ltd.

1811 Broadway Avenue SE

Albert Lea, MN, 56007

Attorney License No: 0398362
Telephone: (507) 373-6491

FAX: (507) 373-7863

Email: efrandle@albertlealaw.com

Published in the Star Eagle Feb-
ruary 6 and 13 2025

Your Health. Your Community.

A Program of TRELLIS™

P T
TAKE CHARGE OFYOUR
HEALTH WITH JUNIPER
Junipet%fee‘rs a variety of classes that can

help you

t fit, live well and prevent falls.

Find classes in your area at www.yourjuniper.org/mn

507-923-4169
sl  Wwww.GetFields.com
Johnson
APARTMENTS ﬁ MCAN

507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties

johnsonrents.com

Residential
Lakeshore
Rural Properties
Farmland
Relocation

Kim & Marcia Berg
REALTORS® CRS, TRI

Whether Buying or Selling

CALL US TODAY!
g 907-456-0816 @

TENBER

kimberg.edinarealty.com

Edina Realm.

REALTOR ®

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

= GTATEWIDE ~
CLASSIFIEDS

MDA HIRING FOREST PEST
(SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
is hiring temp. intermittent Surveyors (Ag
Technicians) for the 2025 Spongy Moth
Trapping Survey season. $20.21/hr.+ mile-
age reimbursement. View job post (Job
I.D. 83443) & apply online through Feb-
ruary 28th: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers.
MDA is an equal opportunity employer
& provider. Questions: 651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

YOUR AD HERE!
One phone call & only $279
to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!!

612-332-8844

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to

regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Insurance from the Best!

JENSEN'S

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

(0) ¢

HOMPSON

Serving Southern
Minnesota for over
45 years!

AGENCY, INC.

1330 W. Main, Albert Lea, MN
507-377-2852 fax 507-377-3301
troythompsonagency@gmail.com

104 CENTRAL AVE N

GENEVA, VIN
507-256-4712

CREAMERY
9043 SW 37th Ave. * Hope, MN

507-684-2019

324 N Broadway * New Richland 507-465-8376

Its Hard To Stop ATrane!

TOP WE BUY
$SS ALUM
PAID CANS
P /
SCRAP IRON
& RECYCLING
WE BUY pooleysscrapiron.com
NEW RICHLAND FAIRMONT
13984 215th Avenue, 620 N. Main Street
New Richland, MN Fairmont, MN
Phone: (507) 465-3789 Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 465-3258 Fax: (507) 238-1355

Rick 507-402-6766 + James 507-475-2430

AROJACCOUNTING)

Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

Two locations to serve you
217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland
507-845-2763

iew Freely
Holland & Associates Biz’xls cREMATION ss,sll.n
Ellendale, MN ) > &

Tracy Holland B = V-

#7405002
1415 Hwy 13N
MSAA =] Albert Lea, MN 56007

bayviewfuneral @gmail.com

507-373-4330

Locally Organized, Owned
& Operated since 1939

www.hollandauction.com

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FORA
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

Waseca, MN
teampetsinger@amfam.com
mrpagencyllc.com

—_—————
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE P

“JK ROUTH CONTRACTING
»Wi ck
Buildings

Jesse Routh

507-383-7892
jrouthbod@yahoo.com

24-Hour Gym Access
New Member signup by appointment

114 Broadway Ave. N.
Call or text (507)330-2345

Facebook address :
https://www.facebook.com/PantherPowerHouseFitness

L/ \

e— 2% Open

Monday-Friday

<

W -Zm{ Bam-Zpm
“ 1 Cape

Y SR e
104 Broadway Ave. S.  Downtown New Richland

| 507-465-8000
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All of the pictures above were taken by Samantha Possin and Claire Robran during the NRHEG holiday activity day. Activities in-

cluded puzzles, movies, and holiday decoration creating.

NRHEG Snow week included dress up day themes for each

week including: Jersey Out, Winter White Out; Pajama Day;
and USA Day.

WAYNE NELSON

Owner/Operator
1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093 VAI.VIILIHE

MON - FRI 7
8:30 AM - 6:00 PM /wizersrare’
SAT BATTERIES

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

roo!

S@A’P IRON

WE BUY & RECYCLING

pooleysscrapiron.com

ALL TYPES OF METAL

NEW RICHLAND FAIRMONT

13984 215th Avenue, 620 N. Main Street
New Richland, MN Fairmont, MN

Phone: (507) 465-3789 Phone: (507) 238-4391
Fax: (507) 465-3258 Fax: (507) 238-1355

i : CREAMERY

ope
utter

9043 SW 37th Ave.
Hope, MN

507-684-2019
AR

13 NORTH) [B o - [ OLSON |
EXPRESS LUBE | [PAD L T'tan EXCAVATING

SEED  CHEMICAL - INSURANCE

CHAD JOHNSON
Ellendale, MN
507-391-2757

Call me, your local dealer, &find out about
our diverse seed line & chemical programs

9 for this year's harvest! )

Auto

> Value
\

707 South State St - Waseca MN

507-835-3900

shop5 78452440 '507-383-2008

@

Servios

Hartland, MN

408 Broadway St,
Hartland, MN, 56042

(507) 845-2100
LD-AG.com

KRAUSE

FEEDS & SUPPLIES

9352 SW 37th Ave,

Your local family-owned store for
Fresh Produce & Quality Meats,
friendly service & great prices!

Weagner Foods

(507) 463-3717
120 South Broadway
New Richland, MN

newrichlandgrocery.com

Hope, MN, 56046
(507) 451-3043

kfshope@outlook.com

Service
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

PIONEER.

BBBBB - SEEDS

JANIKE
SEEDS

LAYNE JANIKE
(507) 995-6627

layne.janike@plantpioneer.com

George’s
+Geneva
SUPPER CLUB

Join us for unforgettable
dining experiences!
116 Central Ave N, Geneva, MN

/7

A

'BOHLEN

PLUMBING, HEATING & AC

324 Broadway Ave N,
New Richland, MN 56072

(507) 465-8376

AROJACCOUNTING

Allyson Olson
cell 507-391-3738

allyson@aroaccounting.com

Two locations to serve you
217 East Elm Ave, Waseca
507-391-3738

32718 State Hwy 13, Hartland

(507) 684-3026

whisperingoakplace.com

georgesofgeneva.org \ ) AESE0-2260
77 N\ a ) R
GZ{) s y @&é We offer Senior living /’ =
with comfortable apart- er rons Main Street Dental Clinics
. ments, daily activities & Less than excited about your visit
Assisted Living care plans customized NEW RICHLAND t'o the. dentist?
& Memory Care e LWBCO Relax. It's Main Street Dental.
’ www.mainstreetdentalclinics.com

903 Calverly Court
Ellendale, MN 56026

Rochester Mankato
(507) 536-7700 (507) 720-0250
3110 Wellner Dr NE 287 St Andrews
Dr #100
New Richland
(507) 463-0502
132 Broadway Ave N

Blooming Prairie
(507) 583-2141
405 Main St E

507-465-3552

102 Broadway Ave N,
New Richland, MN 56072

Owatonna
(507) 455-1000
1170 E Frontage Rd
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